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Swank Speaks Are 


$7500 in Wires Gets Small Response’ 


No joy in the elaborately fur- 
nhished whisperlows in New York 
frequented by the ‘best people’ these 
days. Several of the swanky spots 
in the flashy 50's, which until the 
recent drive of dry agents chalked 
up weekly grosses of $20,000 with 
drinks at $1 a shot, are now total- 
ling half that figure. 

The gobs of glooms hovering over 
the circular, elliptical, and oblong 
bars is a result of the recent Fed- 
eral Court ruling permitting agents 
who raid an oasis to strip it of all 
furnishings. 

Following confiscation of the bar 
and fixtures of the Stork Club and 
Joe Zelli’s, one group of speakeasy 
operators announced they would 
turn their spots into regulation nite 
clubs with floor shows but minus 
bars. That plan was followed in 
one of the most popular locations 
but business dropped to such an ex- 
tent that the bar was replaced 
with the maragement taking the 
chance of losing its costly furnish- 
ings. 

Another speak which had replaced 
its bar after keeping it under cover 
for a while, sent out wires to its 
membership list which read: ‘Come 
home at once, all is forgiven.’ Tele- 
graph tolls announcing this restora- 
tion of the bar hit $2,500, with the 
response to the cali not so forte. 


Concessionaires’ Howl 


Among the loudest complaints 
around the swanky speaks still op- 
erating are the concessionaires who 
have paid around $10,000 a year in 
advance for the privilege of grab- 


(Continued on page 46) 


‘NEVER-DIE’ SLOGAN FOR 
DESPERATE GAMBLERS 


Paris, Jan. 20. 


A gamblers’ anti-suicide club has 
been organized on the Riviera, It 
is backed by Rene Leon, of the 
Monte Carlo Casino, Andre, of the 
Cannes Casino, and Amletto Bat- 
tistl, Uruguayan mathematician 
connected with the Palais de la 
Meriterranee, It includes mystics 
and all sorts of freaks. 

Slogan of the club is “Never Die,” 
and object is to notify Casino own- 
ers of anybody losing so heavily as 
to be likely to require financial help. 

Riviera’s gambling suicides are 
always carefully kept out of the 
Press. 








FILM AIDS TAILORS 
Toronto, Feb. 1. 


Report of increased business and 
the attraction of a new type of cus- 
tomer follows film merchandizing of 
men's suits by the major one-price 
tailoring company in the Dominion. 

Firm has had a reel made and is 
routing two prints across Canada 
for store display. Definite pick-up 
"eported wherever film is shown. 





Buried in Gloom; 





Extras for Overflows 


Paris, Feb. 1, 
A Paris casting agency, finding no 
studio work for its extras, is offer- 
ing them,to theatres to represent 
long lines of people waiting for ad- 
mission as an exploitation stunt. 





Offer says only one picture house | 


will be considered in each neighbor - 
hocd, 





NEWSREEL BOYS 


WITH PACIFIC 
FLEET 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1 


Three newsreel men represent- 
ing Pathe, Paramount and Uni- 
versal, are on the U. S&S. S. Cali- 
fornia, flagship of the Pacific fleet, 
which was slated to sail from San 
Diego for Honolulu. Exact time 
of the departure was not set, since 
the hauling of anchors was carded 
to come suddenly. 

Newsreelers. have a hunch that 
the fleet, in spite of the announced 
destination of Honolulu, may con- 
tinue on to China. 

On Thursday (28), the day of the 
Japanese bomLtardment of Shang- 
hai, newsreel sent immediate cash 
to their men in the Chinese city, 
for fear that if the city were taken 
the exchange would be 
leaving the cameramen without 
funds. Universal cabled its man 
$1,000, which represents about 
$4,500 in Chinese coin. 








Amateur Free-for-All 


Iowa City, Feb. 1. 


Future Iowa lights of the stage 
and screen will show their wares 
here in the annual state free for 
all contest April 7-9. A festival of 
dramatics will be staged by the | 
University of Iowa in which stage 
players from the state's high 
schools, junior colleges and com- 
munity groups will compete. 

All the groups will gather at one 
time. Competition, however, will be 
divided into individual classes. 


LIKE BEER BEST 
New Haven, Feb. 1. 
Investigation by local 
managers prompts the belief that 
the heavy drop in Yale student at- 
tendance to the screen is la 
due to the rebirth of the beer habit 
30ys seem to be spending thelr 
evenings talking it over via muggs 
and steins rather than visit the local 
show houses. Night club owners 
here complain that they've felt the 
drain, toe 


rool 
rgely 


closed, | 





‘ILL NAMES AS 


IF AT THEATRES 


Weekly Coast Games At- 
tracting Film Fans at 50c 
—Celebs in Stands as 
Added Attraction—Roach 
and Zanuck Have Own 
Fields to Practice On 








STUDIOS NOT PLEASED 





Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Polo games with $3,000 per week 
picture names as a draw are ac- 
tualities here. Ficture colony is 


rapidly becoming polo conscious. 
Every week more prominent male 
stars are taking up the sport, add- 
ing their names te the dozen or so 
who are already swinging maliets 
regularly. 

Clubs and groups sponsoring 
teams are profiting from film fans 


as the audience. The picturegoers 
attend to see their screen favs in 
person, action, and minus the the- 
atrical setup of a personal appear- 
ance or a premiere. The peasants 
don’t know polo but that’s not im- 
portant. The girls want to see their 
screen heroes in boots and spurs 
and their escorts hope the flicker 
idols will take a fall. 

Fact that they are giving their 
services free hasn't bothered the 
picture players so far. Most of 
them are doing it for fun and to 
show their friends that they are 
regular guys and can ride. With 
the usual Coast aplomb its also pos- 
sible that the poloists will get that 
California college fever and have 


(Continued on page 46) 


Congregation Protests on 
Rabbi’s Radio Reviewing 


Columbus, Feb. 1. 


Rabbi Jacob Tarshish, well known 
Jewish leader in Qhio, who has been 











| Broadcasting reviews of first run 


| talkers for the past two weeks on a 
commercially sponsored program, 


| failed to make enemies of theatre 





| 
theaire | 


jhis position as rabbi. 
| think he should receive pay for his 


owners and managers, but ran into | 
a tartar with his congregation, who} 
insist that the procedure is beneatt 
They also 


services. 

The congregation has decided that 
it will telf! him definitely that he | 
must discontinue the broadcasts, 
but Rabbi Tarshish is just as em- 
phatic in his statement that he will | 
continue until he “decides to dis- 
continue.” 

Matter is expected to be settled 
this week at a special meeting of 


| the Bryden Road temple board here. | 


Theatre men have taken no stand, 
but state the rabbi's reviews have | 
nd without projudice, 


DEPT ir a 


¥.. oy Variety, Inc. Annual! subscription, $6. 





) are run with precision. 


|} a radio station wanted. 


_ALL RIGHTS RESERV E Dd 


1932 








Single copies, 15 cents, 


56 3 P AGES 











Sell Ist R. R. Agency 


Frank Frayer and Jimmy Murphy, 
the b.o. boys, who started a ticket 
agency in Grand Central terminal, 
the first ducat spot in a railroad 
station, have sold out. 

A brother of Murphy bought the 
r. r. exchange. They had hoped to 
{start a number of similar spots in 
suburban stations. 


+TOWN CIRCUIT 
FOR WRASLERS 
ON COAST 


Seattle, Feb. 1. 

Two wrestling syndicates are 
playing weekly in this burg, one 
backed by Jensen & von Herberg, 
and the other by Calvin Heilberg of 
Portland and others, also known in 
theatrical world, Heilig, 
showman on the Coast, has the 
Coast Athletic Association, with 
Strangler Lewis as his top card, 
along with a score of others, and 
some 15 towns in the circuit. 


Weekly matches are held in Se- 
attle, Portland, Vancouver, Tacoma 
and Spokane as a rule. In the two 
former cities civic auditoriums are 
used, in Tacoma the Coliseum, 

Last Saturday the Strangler 
wrassled Doc Sarpolis to capacity, 
$3,400. Auditorium seates 6,000. 
This was Lewis’ third appearance 
in Seattle since Christmas, 

Commission rulings are that the 
matches must be billed as exhibi- 
tions. 

Coast time is well organized, just 
like a theatre circuit, and the shows 
Ethel Mc- 
Farland makes the big towns to 
take care of the b. o. and major 
seat sales, 

The round system is used, with 
10 minutes to a round; then a min- 
ute of rest, and on go the tuggers 
again. Bouts usually last eight to 
190 rounds. 











former 











Ain’t No Such . Thing 


Cambridge, Mass., Feb. 1. 
There just ain't no sech thing as 
a Harvard accent. And that’s what | 
The uni- 
versity secretary for student em- 
ployment received a request for the} 


;name of a student to put in a joh 


as announcer. 
Only stipulation was that the stu- 


dent should have a Harvard AC | 
cent. Sut no one at the university | 
was able to decide what constitutes 


‘@ Harvard accent. 


\Maestro’s Candidacy for Mayoralty 
Of Seattle Is Not a Publicity Lark 





Seattle, Feb. 1. 

Injecting color and humor into the 
mayoralty campaign here, Vic 
Meyers, widely known band leader, 
is one of 10 candidates. 

Contrary to general opinion, 
Meyers did not enter the race as & 
publicity stunt although he’s get- 
ting a million dollars’ worth of it 
and Seattle even more. 

Straw votes show him running 
third and gaining. In silk hat, with 
waxed mustache and sartorial splen- 
dor, Meyers is heralded as the per- 
sonality candidate, not politician, 
and representative of youth, jazz 
and harmony. A jazz mayor for the 
jazz age and a liberal administra- 
tion is his platform. 

Seattle ‘Times,’ local conservative 
newspaper, is supporting Meyers 
apparently with levity but never- 
theless with front page stories, car- 
toons, pictures and features. Some 
highlights in Meyers’ campaign 
follow: 

Hostesses for city owned street 
cars; one small saloon would pay 
in Seattle; greeting visitors with 
band and sending 'em home laugh- 
ing; give Seattle a tonic of laugh 
more, dance more and watch the 
tourist dollars roll in; appointment 
of piccolo playing policeman as 
chief of police; harmony in City Hall 
high chairs. 

Good Dept. Men 

Meyers says, ‘Jimmie Walker, 
New York’s celebrated well dressed 
mayor, has only two suits and one 
more pair of golf knickers than I 
have, while T have ‘::im stripped on 
socks. Walker has given New York 
thousands of columns of free pub- 
licity. Why shouldn’t Seattle take 
advantage of my wardrobe? It won't 
cost Seattle anything for this end.’ 
Meyers’ candidacy has put a new 
note into the campaign here and if 


(Continues. ¢ on n page 46) 


EQUITY AFTER $35,000 
FOR OWN RADIO HOUR 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Equity’s special radio show, to 
take the place of tne annual ball, 
is gaining shape and likely to hit 
the ether by the end of this month. 
Ixguity council in New York has 
passed a resolution approving of 
the radio plan to raise the extra 
coin, 

Equity is offering the advertiser 
a long list of film and stage names, 
all of whom have signified their 
willingness to mike it gratis for 
the Equity benefit. Appears that 
either of two sponsors will grab the 
idea, General Motors or Ford. Pres- 
ent figure quoted for the one shot 
festival is $35,00u. 

Jules Herbervaux is handling the 
actual contact of the deal, his com- 





mission to touch 714% at the $35,- 
000 mark. H. P. Munns, Equity at- 
torney, and Frank Dare, Equity rep 
| here, are supervising the associa- 
tion's end of the arrangement. 
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Capra Foresees Satirical Cycle; 


Many Subjects ‘Ripe for Ridicule 





By RUTH MORRIS 


Looking forward to the coming 
film year, Frank Capra__prophesies 
a cycle of satirical films. Colum- 
bia’s director, author and ex-gag 
man, that laughter, 


believes wait- 


ing to be released, is just around 


the corner of any boxoffice cagey 


enough to capitalize on the present 
state of public mind. 
evoive a 


‘Someone is going to 


great film out of the depression,’ 
enthuses the brighteyed boy who 
would like to give hard times a 


‘Satiri- 


in- 


pictorial kick-in-the-pants, 
cal treatment of a _ plutocrat, 
sanely trying to conserve wealth 
and finding happiness only when he 
is reduced to the breadline, will 
strike a responsive note in the mass 
mind. When that picture is made, 
it will inaugurate the cycie that 
follows in the wake of any success- 
ful film. 

‘The Man in the Street has had 
so many dogmas crammed down his 
throat that he is prepared to revolt 
against current under estimation of 
his intelligence. -He’s fed up. Poli- 
tics, prohibition, patriotism, big 
business, highpowered advertising, 
are subjects ripe for ridicule.’ 


Reasons for Revolt 


Mr. Capra cites ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
as a successful example of the pub- 
lic’s reaction toward a humorous 
expose of the chicanery and subier- 
fuge in politics and of an existent 
satirical attitude that waited for a 
clever producer to commercialize its 
potential boxoffice! 

‘Ballyhoo,’ the magazine, accom- 
plishes similar results with the ad- 
vertising medium by chuckling at 
overstatement that masquerades as 
serious fact. The anti-prohibition 
protagonist at whom newsreel audi- 
ences howled recently is another 
proof to Mr. Capra that the world 





Call for Snowshoes 





Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Studios today (Monday) 
contributed all snowshoes from 
prop rooms to parties search- 
ing for Century Pacific plane 
lost with eight passengers since 
Friday between here and Bak- 
ersfield. 

Searchers are balked by 
snow in the mountain territory. 


LEGIT SHOWCASE IDEA 
FOR WEAK FILM TALENT 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Legit is due for an onslaught from 
picture talent for a while. It’s not! 
show biz but showcase biz for the 
film people. Budget cuts and gen- 
eral slashing in picture production | 
have them fighting for their status. 
If a player’s rating is weakened 
by his work or spotting in two or 
three successive releases, he will 
resort to a stage piece to vindicate 
himself in the most favorable and 
intimate circumstances to produc- 
tion heads. 

Stars able to angel themselves are 
also considering possible advantages 
of gross profit, and picture rights if 
the play is new. Profit angle of 
coast legit-can about be ignored. 
The showcase is the thing. 














Wallace Cables Play 
To London; Stays West 


Hollywood, Feb, 1. 
Edgar Wallace, British author, 
will extend his stay here due to a 
renewal of agreement. 
Last week Wallace cabled to 
England a partial rewrite of the 





will flock to a film that laughs down 
hypocrisies. 

Dramatic pictures shorn of theat- 
ricalism are the next consideration 
in a discussion of films attuned to 
the mood of 1932. 

‘Emotional dramas,’ Capra thinks, 
‘will narrow down to small casts and 
concentrate on two human beings 
who find tender mitigations in the 
everyday problems of life. ‘Bad 
Girl’ struck the note that audiences 
want today—tender, compassionate 
emotion. Good boxoffice pictures 
must project some great love—not 
necessarily of one human for an- 
other. The love may be for nature, 
a career, an art, a country, but it 
must be deep and true, humanized 
by everyday occurrences that trans- 
late its basic truth to the average 
fan. 

Need Collaboration 


Switching from a discussion of 
stories, Mr. Capra refuted the the- 
ory that a director is best equipped 
to direct a story of his own creation. 
The director who authors his own 
film lacks judgment and perspective 
on his work. Creation and projec- 
tion of a story should be by sepa- 
rate departments co-operating on an 
exchange of ideas, each department 
checked and guided by the criticism 
of the other. But Capra feels that 
collaboration should be limited to 
those two and not spread through- 
out the studio and confused by nu- 
merous assistants and supervisors. 

Just returned from a European 
tour, Mr. Capra thinks that the Brit- 
ish film industry is defeating its 
hope of competing against American 
product. British audiences have to 
be lured to native releases with 
double feature bills that offer one 
American film. Instead of studying 
the American product and extract- 
ing the ingredients that appeal to 
British audiences, producers are 
blindly proceeding on the wrong 
tack. Their films are derived from 
London stage productions, ingrown 
and emotionless. Instead of pro- 
ducing pictures that are down to 
earth they are trying to impose a 
flavor of West End society on the 














British public. Capra states it 
won't do. 
People are never ridiculous for 


being what they really are 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 











second act and the complete third 
act of his newest play, ‘Green Pack.’ 
It will be produced in London by 
Mrs. Wallace within the next three 
weeks, 





Miss Dietrich’s Final 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
One more picture for Paramount 
and then Marlene Dietrich sails 
back to Germany. 
Miss Dietrich’s last on her pres- 
ent contract will also be directed 
by Josef von Sternberg. 





Fox Drops Mae Marsh 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Mae Marsh, who started her 
screen comeback in ‘Over the Hill,’ 
has been dropped by Foxe 





SAILINGS 


Feb. 6 (New York to Los An- 
geles) Eddie Cantor (Virginia), 
Feb. 6 (Naples to New York) Ed- 
die Peabody (Saturnia). 

Feb. 4 (New York to Berlin) Mr. 
and Mrs. Oscar Strauss (Bremen). 

Feb. 4 (New York to London) 
Clive Brook (Bremen). 

Feb. 3 (Mediterranean cruise), 
Frank Gillmore, Paul Turner (Aqui- 
tania). 

Feb. 3 (London to New York) 


Jimmy Campbell, Reg Connelly 
(Berengaria). 
Jan. 31 (Los Angeles to New 


York) Mr. and Mrs. 
Patsy Ruth Miller, 
(Pennsylvania). 

Jan. 31 (Los Angeles to New 
York) Mrs. Bee Sidney, Moe Laz- 
arus (Pennsylvania), 

Jan. 30 (Mediterranean cruise) 
Edward S. Beck (Columbus), 

Jan. 30 (West India Cruise) May 
Irwin (Reliance). 

Jan. 30 (New York to Capetown) 
Amelita Galli-Curci (City of New 
York). 

Jan. 29 (New York to London) 
Nakita Balieff and ‘Chauve Souris’ 
co. (Westernland). 

Jan. 29 (New York to Nassau) 
Mr. and Mrs. Bolton Mallory, 
(Nancy Carroll), (Samaria), 

Jan. 29 (New York to London) 
Alex Aarons (MajJestic). 

Jan, 29 (New York to London) 
Peggy Wood (Majestic). 

Jan. 27 (San Francisco to Hono- 
‘lulu) Eleanor Boardman, Mrs. Wells 
Root (Maui). 

Jan. 25 (London to New York), 
George Dormonde, Archie Glenn, 
| Matt Morley (Lafayette) 


Abel Green, 
Tay Garnett 








WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll 


“Vanities” 
The London “Daily Mail” said: 
“A pair of crazy feet and a smile 
made their appearance, and within 
a few minutes had the audience 
laughing louder than I have heard 
in a long time. The owner of the 
feet and smile was Mr. Will 
Mahoney. He is the very essence 
of a true comedian.” 
Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 





PICK UP 2—DROP 3 


Woolf, Markey and Bach Leaving 
Metro—All Writers 





Metro is adding a new writer, ex- 
tending the term of another, and 
dropping three. Going out are Ed- 
gar Allen Woolf, Gene Markey and 
Rudolph Bach, company signifying 
their options will not be picked up. 
Woolf’s contract is up Feb. 18. 
Others expire Feb. 23. 

New writer, contracted inthe east 
for his first picture work, is Aben 
Kandel, novelist and author of 
‘Rabbi Burns.’ He draws a 12- 
weeks’ agreement, effective imme- 
diately. Extension is that of Edith 
Fitzgerald, long with Metro. Re- 
newal is for 23 weeks starting the 
end of February. 


Fox Scenario Shifts 


Westwood, Feb. 1, 
Changes in Fox’s scenario depart- 
ment rubbed out the names of 
Dorothy Fletcher and Malcolm 
Stuart Boylan. It added Sam N. 
Behrman, who had been on a two- 





month leave of absence. 


Neal O’Hara is Boston-bound on 
a two months’ vacation but has 
eight more weeks left on his writing 
contract. Boylan had recently been 
called back to Fox and put on a 
week-to-week basis. 


Gordon’s Wise-Up 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Max Gordon is knee-deep in the 
Marx brothers and will be for five 
weeks, learning the Paramount stu- 
dio technique—but not too serious- 
ly. He doesn’t let pictures inter- 
fere with his chores at the Hill- 
crest country club. 

Par may do ‘Cat and the Fiddle, 
which is one of the Gordon Broad- 
way musical hits. 








BANKS DIRECTING BROWN 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Monty Banks, recently returned 
from England where he has been 
directing comedies, has been con- 
tracted by Warners to write and 
possibly direct one film for Joe E. 
Brown. 

Banks played in shorts here be- 
fore he went abroad to try his hand 
at directing. 





Legit Trio In Film 
Selena Koyle, Fred Stewart and 
Bill Geer, from legit, are set with 
Paramount for ‘Sensation.’ Picture 
will be made at the L. I. studio. 
All three placed by Mike Connolly 
of the Jenie Jacobs office. 





Versatile Roesner 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
George Roesner, writer, who made 
his screen debut as one of the play- 
ers in ‘Union Depot,’ is up for a 
writer-actor-director contract at 
Warners. 





Radio Girl’s Test 
Ann Barrie, with Abe Lyman on 
radio, may go pictures for Fox. 





Company made a test. ] 





Whai’s Good Dramatic Art and 


— 


What's Sure B.0.—Howard’s Poser 





Vindication 





Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Screen players are generally 
gloating over the let-out execs 
who are sulking and acting as 
‘temperamental’ as the actors 
and actresses themselves have 


done whenever such breaches 
occurred. 
Actors, whenever jammed 


with a producer, have always 
first been accused of ‘being 
temperamental’ by their studio. 
Now, point out the players, the 
execs are pulling the same 
thing. 











Premier Crowd Takes 
Tailor for Einstein 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Fact that this town is dizzy try- 
ing to keep up with Einstein and 
his theories enabled two Los 


Angeles ‘Record’ men to pull a hoax 
with a phoney Einstein at the open- 
ing of ‘Mata Hari’ at the Chinese 
Thursday (28). 

Several critics, Sid Grauman, and 
the peasants all fell for Harry Gold- 
berg, a tailor, who had heen fixed 
up with a rented tuxedo and Ru- 
dolph Valentino’s old imported car. 
He closely resembles the scientist. 
He was besieged by autograph 
hunters and the mob who tapped on 
the windows of his car, although he 
never identified himself as the 
scientist. 

Dan Thomas, local representative 
of the NEA, and Murphy McHenry, 
managing editor of the ‘Record,’ 
worked the gag and accompanied 
Goldberg throughout the evening. 
The tailor had walked into the 
‘Record’ office and asked the boys 
to print a story saying he wasn’t 
the scientist so people would stop 
bothering him on the street. 

On the same night the real Dr. 
Einstein was lecturing at the Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium, but nobody 
remembered. 





Talent Scouts Now 
Scanning Amateurs 


Film talent scouts in the east 
are having such a difficult time dig- 
ging talent that these men are now 
searching the ranks of amateur or- 
ganizations as well as scanning 
professionals. 

Picture men’s explanation is that 
the majority of the good talent is 
already on the Coast. 





Author’s Personals 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Dick Grace, author of Radio's 
‘Lost Squadron,’ may be used for 
personal appearances in connection 
with the film when it opens in New 
York, 

Flyer is now completing a book 
based on this film for Grossett & 
Dunlap. He was given six days to 
boost his 32,000 word magazine 
story to 64,000 for novel form. 





Marx Split Denial 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Old rumor about a split between 
the Four Marx Brothers popped up 
again and was printed in several 
places. 

Paramount thought enough of the 
gossip to send out an official denial, 
with Groucho doing the same per- 
sonally. 





Massey Drops Show 
Raymond Massey leaves for Uni- 
versal and the Coast Friday (5). 
He was to stage ‘Collision’ for 
Lewis Gensler, but asked the latter 
for a release. Melville Burke re- 
places Massey on the play, 





Oscar Sirling At Par. 
Hollywood, Feb. 1, 
Oscar Sirling, former N. Y. pro- 
ducer and play broker, has been en- 
gaged by Paramount as assistant to 
E. Lloyd Sheldon, associate pro- 
ducer. 





Shapiro’s Close Shave 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Vie Shapiro, Fox publicity head, 
enroute to see friends off Sunday 
night (31) at Wilmington narrowly 
escaped injury when his car ran 
over a cement ramp at the dock. 





As far as Leslie Howard is con. 
cerned, Hollywood is a mistress and 
the legitimate stage is a wife. 

Paralleling the character develop- 
ment of the hero in his latest stage 
hit, ‘The Animal Kingdom,’ Mr. 
Howard héarkened to the gilt-edgeq 
lure of a picture career. Deceived 
by glowing promises, he experienced 
six months of waiting for protesta- 
tions to materialize. Completely 
disillusioned, he refused the type of 
part he’d been begging for—the lead 
in ‘Private Lives’—looked a five. 
year contract in the eye, told it 
where to go, and returned to the 
legitimate stage. 

That push for independence 
turned out to be economically as 
well as artistically wise. ‘The Ani- 
mal Kingdom,’ of which Mr. Howe 
ard owns a substantial piece, be. 
came an immediate sell-out and 2 
greater remuneration than its star's 
recent Hollywood employment, 
Every studio is dickering for the 
film rights. 

Hard Boiled Next Time 
Mr. Howard is going back to Hole 


lywood, but with clear eyes this 
time and the experience that will 
protect him from mistakes. When 


his own good taste rebels against 
the tawdriness of a script such as 
‘Never the Twain Shall Meet,’ he 
will not be won over by the argu- 
ment that it is ‘sure-fire box office’ 
—will not be won over because the 
public corroborated his opinion on 
his first talking picture. 

‘Knowing little about pictures,’ 
Mr. Howard explains, ‘I humbly put 
myself in the hands of the men I 
thought qualified to teach me. I 
stifled by own opinions and obeyed 
studio instruction. When I found 
that suggestions were unwelcome, I 
bided my time, trusting in the good 
faith of studio heads.’ 

‘High standards of acting are de- 
feated by an humble approach to 
Hollywood,’ thinks Mr. Howard. ‘I 
shall know what to do when I re- 
turn—contract for one picture at a 
time, reserve the right to select my 
own cast and adapter, insist upon 
proper rehearsal and camera devel< 
opment. 

How It’s Done 

‘The hits of Hollywood are mire 
acles. When a picture goes into 
production, not one person on the 
lot has a clear conception of the 
work as a whole. Every film is a 
succession of disjointed episodes, 
vaguely joined together by the 
script and developed by many cone 
flicting minds. Thousands of dole 
lars are wasted in retakes merely 
because of the negligent attitude to- 
ward a story before it has been 
placed in production. Valuable 
hours are lost because of the ree 
vision that takes place after pice 
turization is in process. The frenzy 
of turning out many films dimin- 
ishes the sober thought that should 
be given each one. 

‘I may not know box office—that 
terrific bugaboo to which Hollywood 
constantly refers and of which it 
knows, I suspect, as little as I do— 
but I do know what constitutes a 
good play, a good performance and 
a sincere projection of a dramatic 
idea that will hold interest. 

‘If there’s a better definition of 
box office than that—and if its up 
to my standards—I’m willing to 
listen to it.’ 


Al Rockett’s Ass’t 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Leonard Spiegelglass is Al Rocke 
ett’s assistant as Fox production 
head. 
Since arrival from New York 
Spiegelglass has been assisting Bob 
Yost temporarily. 


FILM HOUSE GIRL FOR CAMERA 


Wanting to build up his studio 
stock company, Sam Goldwyn has 
secured Jean Wollens of the Capitol 
theatre (films) in New York. Tests 
are being made of others, mostly 
young talent, with Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr., and Jack McIntyre, Gold- 
wyn production men, scouting. 

Miss Wollens will be given a new 
name for the screen. 











Test English Girl 
Paramount tested Diana Wyn- 
yard, British actress, last Wednes- 
day (27). 

Actress came over here about 
two months ago to join ‘The Devil 
Passes. If Par takes Miss Wyn- 
yard, it will have to wait ‘till the 





play runs out. 
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FILM MAKERS’ ALIEN WORRY 





Commission Suit Mixups Forcing 
Agents to Settlements at Losses 


a + 





Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Coast agents are complaining that 
their defaulting 10% commish 
clients are running ’em ragged. 
Writers, players and directors who 
protest paying the 10% when ex- 
periencing an actual or fancied 
grievance know that if they squawk 
they'll get the best of it, as the 
agents are in a panic whenever they 
must sue for commish. 

In almost every case the agent 
would prefer settling at a loss 
rather than take the issues into 
court by attachment or otherwise. 
Attachment proposition has become 
a headache for the agents in that 
the studios are now playing ball 
with their ‘co-operative’ talent 
rather than assist an agent legally. 
Because, the 10%ers suspect, the 
studios aren’t wild about them as a 
class regardless, 

Doubling Lawyers 


Reason for the agents preferring 
to settle at a loss is that the aver- 
age lawyer in Hollywood, if he has 
any standing or experience, has 
been by now on both sides of the 
fence; ie., representing at one time 
or another both a defaulting client 
and also a suing agent, 

When acting for the agent, the 
lawyer has learned of things to 
smarten up the talent which might 
at one time or another default on 
the 10% commish. When acting for 
the talent, the lawyer is also hep 
to the ins and outs and general 
skullduggery of the agents, and has 
thus erected a pretty good defense. 


Wrinkles 


It has thus brought about so many 
legal wrinkles, varying decisions, 
precedents, etc., that the agency 
thing is becoming more and more 
involved, 

An attorney establishes one case 
bn a point that is likely to be raised 
against him in a concurrent case. 
If the point can be used as a strong 
argument for settlement without 
trial, the chances are better of win- 
ning the reverse case as well. Once 
the point is embodied*in a judge's 
decision, whether it be confirmed or 
overthrown by higher courts, a posi- 
tive precedent has been established 
that forever remains a snag for fu- 
ture cases of the same character. 


Studios Antagonistic 


As one argument for getting em- 
ployees to tear up old contracts in 
place of new ones at less salary, 
studios are telling talent they can 
in this way elimirate their agents. 

This new form of contract ‘re- 
Pudiation’ is offering more worries 
to agents, who are already con- 
fronted on all sides by studio an- 
tagonism. Studios have not hesi- 
tated to tell players, writers and 
directors that the amounts of their 
wage cuts will be mace up out of 
the commission they had been hand- 
ing to agencies. 

In William Morris’ suit against 
Samuel Hoffenstein, Paramount 
writer, for commissions, Ralph H. 
Blum, writer's attorney, is arguing 
that a new contract given to Hof- 
fenstein by Par eiiminated the 
Morris office, which could share 
only in the original deal, he said. 





Watkins-Hess Marry 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Stopping off between trains Linda 
Watkins and Gabe Hess, counsel for 
the Motion Picture Producers Ass’n, 
Stepped from the platform to the al- 
tar in a couple of hours. 

Ceremony took place at the 
Blackstone hotel, the newlyweds 
then entraining for New York. 





Bannister’s Wing Suit 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Harry Bannister, the aviating 
actor, is being sued by the Switlik 
Parachute & Equipment Co. for two 
Parachutes, price $540. 

Bannister’s legal retort is that the 
Parachutes were delivered to him 





without order and that the company 
refused to take them back. 





Doubling for Ma 





Hollywood, Feb. 1, 


Dickie Moore, kid player 
working in ‘Disorderly Con- 
duct’ at Fox, was invited to 


lunch by Spencer Tracy. Hav- 
ing a youngster of his own, 
Tracy figured he knew what 
kids should eat so ordered 
a vegetable plate. 

Next three times Tracy in- 
vited the kid for lunch, the 
youngster always begged off. 
When cornered, Dickie ad- 
mitted he had no other ap- 
pointments, but added: 

‘I gotta eat spinach at 
home.’ 


NO CLUE FOUND TO CLUB 
MEMBERS WHO TIPPED 


Motion Picture Club employees 
will face liquor charges in Federal 
New York, Febd. 14. The 
Club, located in the Bond bldg., New 
York, according to executives, is not 
a party to the government’s com- 
plaint and is not retaining counsel 
in its own name. It is understood, 
however, that the club will hire 
counsel to defend its employees. 
Rooms were raided last week on a 
liquor search, 

Meantime, efforts are being made 
to identify the club member who is 
reported to have written the letter 
which instigated the raid. That 
member, say club officials, will be 
expelled. 


Daily Average of 510 
Extras Work on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


A few more extras worked last 
week, not many, but the daily aver- 
age of 510 was better than the fort- 
night preceding. Feature film aver- 
age was down to 23 in action. This 
week starts with 25. 

The mob did best last Tuesday 
when 626 were on the job. Big set 
of the day was the roller skating 
rink for ‘Are You Listening?’ at 
Metro, using 158. Top crowd of the 
week in one spot was 229 for the 














Court, 





English derby scenes of ‘Devil's 
Lottery’ at Fox. 
Hobart Henley started ‘Night 


Club’ at Universal, with a cafe mob 
of 101 and used most of them for 
three days. 





Durante Refuses Stage 
Dates at Metro Salary 


Hollywood, Feb, 1. 


Loew's State, downtown L. A., 
wants Jimmie Durante for a per- 
sonal with ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) 
which holds Buster Keaton and 
Schnozzola, but the latter balked. 

Durante figures that after the pic- 
ture he’ll be worth plenty for per- 
sonals and doesn’t want to do any 
stage work at his studio salary. 

Loew-Metro also wanted him for 
more personals east with ‘Card- 
board,’ but Durante crabbed that by 
not okaying the solo week down- 
town. 





‘Girl Crazy’ Remakes 
Crimp Radio Players 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Filming of ‘Hold "Em Jail’ will be 
delayed three weeks at Radio while 
Wheeler and Woolsey are being used 
for retakes in ‘Girl Crazy.’ Mitzi 
Green’s RKO vaude tour is aiso re- 
tarded. 

‘Girl Crazy’ was given a chilly re- 
ception at the preview in Glendale 
Tuesday (26), with the new scenes 
ordered. 
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LEGISLATION HITS) 
HUNDREDS IN PIX 


Majority of New Star Crop 
Foreign-Born and Survey 
of Hollywood Regulars 
Shows Surprising Number 
from Abroad and Less 
Than 25% Naturalized— 
Fear Further Anti-Foreign 
Bills Following House Ap- 
proval of Import Ban 








PARTIAL LIST 





Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Report of the House Committee 
on labor, concerning the bill to pro- 
hibit further importation of foreign 
amusement talent, and an indica- 


tion that further legislation might 
be aimed at foreigners already in 
this country, is causing considerable 
concern here. 

Uneasiness is not on the part of 
the foreign contingent alone but 
also is agitating the producers who 
have been brought to a sudden real- 
ization of the preponderance of 
foreigners drawing top money on 
studio contract lists. 

Producers can see a bad wallop 
for Hollywood if the ‘America for 
Americans’ attitude of the labor 
circles should be extended and 
reach a state of hysteria under 
present economic conditions. Today 
the picture industry, as never be- 
fore, is dependent on foreigners for 
its name value at the box office, 

Many Directors 

Director class is also heavy on 
foreign borns, and the same is true 
of supporting casts. 

Checking up the number of 
foreigners here came as a revelation 
to the producers and brought about 
even further speculation when it 
was discovered that few in the star 
list and less than 25% of those in 
smaller parts from other countries 
are naturalized American citizens. 

Peculiar feature of star ascend- 
encies during the last two years is 
that the foreign born player has 
climbed most quickly and has been 
proving the best stimulus at box of- 
fices, 

Among foreign born players are 
Charles Chaplin, Maurice Chevalier, 
Greta Garbo, Norma Shearer, Mar- 
lene Dietrich, George Arliss, Ramon 
Novarro, Mary Pickford, Dorothy 
Mackaill, Stan Laurel, Clive Brook, 
Victor McLag'en, Paul Lukas, Fifi 
Dorsay, Marie Dressler, Lily Damita, 
Lupe Velez, Reginald Denny, Elissa 
Landi, Ralph Forbes, Maureen 
O'Sullivan and Delores Del Rio. 

Alien Buidups 

Other name imports, while of 
lesser importance currently but 
nevertheless considered prospects 
locally, are Sari Maritza, Tala 
Birell, Pola Negri, Ivan Lebedeff, 
Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi, Jill 
Esmond and Lauren:e Olivier. 

A list of other foreign players now 
current in pictures, follows: Claude 
Allister, England; Henry Armetta, 
Italy; George K. Arthur, Scotland; 
Nils Asther, Sweden; Olga Bacla- 
nova, Russia; 3seorge Barraud, Eng- 
land; Nigel Barrie, India; Conway 
Tearle; England; Lionel Belmore, 
England; Andre Beranger, Aus- 
tralia; Billy Bevan, Australia; 
Eugene Besserrer, France; Agostino 
Borgato, Italy; Anna Prody, Poland. 

Arthur Edmund Carewe, Armenia; 
Mario Carillo, Italy; Cyril Chad- 
wick, England; Emile Chautard, 
France; Albert Conti, Austria; Clyde 
Cook, Australia, Ricardo Cortez, 
Vienna; Andres De Segurola, Spain; 
Rose Dione, France; Tom Dugan, 
Ireland, 

Edward Earle, Canada: Paul El- 
lis, Argentine; Robert Elliott, Ire- 
land; Rockcliffe Fellowes, Canada; 
James Finlayson, Scotland; Emily 
Fitzroy, England; Alec Francis, 
England; Charles Gerrard, Ireland; 


Douglas jerrard, Ireland; Vera 
Gordon, Russia; Huntley Gordon, 
Jetta Goudal, France; 


Gibson Gowland, England; Albert 


Only Thing the Mi 





Acute Male Shortage 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Acute shortage of male leads 
and male names exists right 
now among the studios. Scar- 
city of men is more than 
among femme leads. 

As a result, young men are 
being accorded utmost consid- 
eration. 


UPHOLD FANNIE BRICE 
ON U.A. DISMISS PLEA 


Motion of United Artists to dis- 
miss the writ of attachment held 
by Faz nie Brice against Art Cinema 
Corp. for $125,000 was denied last 
week by the New York Supreme 
Court. Miss Brice’s motion to ex- 
amine an officer and the books of 
United Artists, National City Bank 
in regard to its U.A. account, and 
the Art Cinema, was granted by the 
court, 

Arthur W. Kelly, vice-president 
and treasurer of U.A., was partially 
examined by Abeles & Green, attor- 
neys for Miss Brice, after the mo- 
tion had been granted. 

Miss Brice is suing Art Cinema 
for $125,000 and $30,000. The former 
sum is asked for alleged breach of 
contract in failing to give her a 
second picture after the comedienne 
completed ‘My Man,’ and the sec- 
ond sum is claimed as due Miss 
Brice in back salary. The writ of 
attachment is for the breach of 
contract claim only, 

The solicitors for Miss Brice de- 
sire to examine the officers and 
books of the named corporations to 
discern why they cannot collect on 
their writ of attachment, maintain- 
ing that money is constantly com- 
ing into Art Cinema through United 
Artists, 

O’Brien, Malevinsky & Driscoll 
represented U.A, 


Hawks Vs. Fox—$65,000 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1, 

Howard Hawks is suing Fox Film 
Corp. for a $65,000 balance on his 
1928 contract for six pictures, first 
three at $30,000 each, then $40,000. 
He’d completed four and was pre- 
paring the fifth when aired by the 
studio in May, 1929. 

Contract was given Hawks by 
W. R. Sheehan as v.p. of the Wil- 
liam Fox Vaudeville Co. 


























Gran, Norway; Lawrence Grant, 
England. 

Creighton Hale, Ireland; Evelyn 
Hall, England; Lumsden Hale, Ire- 
land; Georgia Harris, England; 
Holmes Herbert, Ireland; Jean 
Hersholt, Denmark; Stuart Holmes, 
Germany; Brandon Hurst, England. 

Armand Kaliz, France; Crauford 
Kent, England; Claude King, Eng- 
land; Doris Lloyd, England; John 
Loder, England; Montagu Love, 
England; Wallace Macdonald, Can- 
ada; Otto Matiesen, Denmark, Alan 
Mowbray, England; Eric Mayne, 
Ireland; Matt Moore, Ireland; An- 
tonio Moreno, Spain; John T. Mur- 
ray, Australia; Greta Nissen, Nor- 
way; Wilfred North, England; 
Warner Oland,' Sweden; Frank 
Reisher, Germany; Duncan Renaldo 
Spain; Gilbert Roland, Mexico; Bo- 
dil Rosing, Denmark; George Sid- 
ney, Hungary; K. Sojin, Japan: 
Ned Sparks, Canada; George Stone, 
Poland; Slim Summerville, Canada: 
Josef Swickard, Germany; David 
Torrence, Scotland; Ernest Tor- 
rence, Scotland; Raquel Torres. 
Mexico; Norman Trevor, India; 
Henry Victor, England; Gustav Von 
Seyffertitz, Austria; H. B. Warner, 
England; Leo White, England. 

Among directors foreign born are 
George Archainbaud, Reginald 
3arker, Charles Brabin, Herbert 
Brenon, Frank Capra, Michael Cur- 
tiz, Paul Fejos, George Fitzmaurice, 


Edmund Goulding, Rupert Julian, 
Del Lord, Ernst Lubitsch, Lewis 
Milestone, James Whale, William 


Says DeSyiva, Is the 


+ 


atter with Films, 
Supervisors 


‘The men in the ranks of the pice 
ture industry know their stuff, the 
top line executives are capable and 
conversant with the ingredients of 
good production—it is the middle- 
men, the supervisors holding their 
jobs for various political reasons 
who should be blamed when product 
fails.’ 

Buddy DeSylva talking. Consid- 
ering the size, the mushroom growth 
of the picture industry, its compar- 
atively brief existence which pre- 
cludes sufficient time for the estab- 
lishing of useful traditions, traine- 
ing and experience, DeSylva be- 


lieves pictures hit the entertain- 
ment goal with admirable fre- 
quency. Pictures have already de- 
veloped first-rate producers, tech- 


nicians, directors, writers—clever 
men who understand with shrewd 
insight precisely what makes a good 
picture, 

DeSylva grants that much of the 
product is mediocre, but that is be- 
cause it is humanly impossible for 
the man in charge of production of 
an organization making 60 pictures 
a year to turn out 60 sensations, 

Successful Average 

Yet, on the whole, DeSylva be- 
lieves there is comparatively little 
cause for complaint in picture pro- 
duction. Certainly, he says, the 
average picture has far more in- 
trinsic merit than the average play, 
the average magazine story or the 
average novel, Pictura production 
is a business. He likens it to a 
factory that must supply so many 
productions per year, which he 
thinks it does with a high average 
of success. 

If film organizations are losing 
money, it is not because of the in- 
feriority of the _ studios’ roduct, 
Overbuilding in picture’ theatres, 
over-eagerness to realize quickly on 
a bonanza is responsible for chaotic 
conditions in the film business, says 
DeSylva. The men in Hollywood 
are doing thcir jobs mighty well, 
but over-expansion is now meeting 
with the inevitable deflation that 
follows. 

The industry was getting along 
nicely when there wa: one picture 
theatre in town, and everybody 
went to pictures because it was a 
fixed habit. They used to go to 
picture houses to see the picture, 
never mind the title, never mind 
the star, never mind the sales cam- 
paign. Now there are so many the- 
atres to fill, each picture has to be 
presented as a smash, something 
individual that the public must see. 
The public has been taught to pick 

(Continued on page 17) 
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New Production Totals Being 
Talked Over, List as 350 Films - 


——— 


Prospects for the 1932-33 season, 
on the programs of which producer- 
distributors are already working, 
indicate approximately 350 features 
from the eight major companies, the 
way the boys are talking at this 
time. If held to it will not mean a 
drastic reduction in the number of 
pictures for the coming year. Fig- 
ures exclude Tiffany-World Wide, 
which, since taken in by Educa- 
tional, has not had any set policy on 
schedule and distribution. 

A few of the producer-distribs 
are now virtually set on half of their 
new product. AIl have been buying 
material farther in advance than in 
previous years. With the star sys- 
tem prevailing more than at any 
other time, in the opinion of both 
producers and distributors, working 
out of programs has been somewhat 
simplified. Some of the companies 
this spring and summer are likely to 
send their salesmen out to sell three 
of this star and four of that, or star 
combinations, rather than the stories 
they will work in, with latter not 
counting as much as before. 

Sales discussions at this time are 
based on the following program set- 
ups, not much variation expected by 
final decisions: 


Paramount ecscccscicces 65 
BEGEPO - 6 6:0 6-000 06-00% 60006 50 
,:: on eeee Terr rey ee cess & 
WEERSITEE. gidnnetisoscsace UO 
RKO-Radio ..... sactebs. Oe 
Universal ....... Eee ee 
EINE ob.053 040 00's ete ae 


TIMOe MTS codacests 16 


Individual counts mark an in- 
crease for U. A. by three pictures, 
and a decrease for the combined 
Radio-Pathe companies of nine. 


Some reports have indicated that 
Warner Bros.-First National and 


Paramount would drastically cut 
output for ’32-’33, but while this 
thought may have existed before 
Jan. 1, it is said WB and FN each 
feel they will have to shoot for 35 
apiece, 

Paramount last season did not an- 
nounce a definite number of fea- 
tures, leaving itself a loophole with 
exhibs by promising between 60 and 
70. It is currently believed this 
company will deliver 60 at least. 

On the strength of its showing the 
current season, U may increase by a 
haif dozen at the last minute. Pres- 
ent outlook is for 26 from U, 


CLASH OVER MUSICAL 
AS 75c PRESENTATION 


Minneapolis, Feb. 1. 

The Metropolitan, legit road house 
here, balked on a plan to play ‘Girl 
Crazy’ at $2.50 top and then have 
the show go into the Minnesota the- 
atre (Publix) for 75c. 

It was Publix’s idea to book ‘Girl 
Crazy’ after an engagement at the 





Metropolitan, but Edmund Stein, 
manager of the latter house, 
couldn’t see things that way and 
turned down the booking. With- 


out the prestige of the Metropolitan 
booking, Publix figures that the 
show will not mean enough for the 
Minnesota and is passing it up. 


UA’s New List Includes 
1 Pickford and Fairbanks 


United Artists program for 1932- 
°33, scheduled as 16 pictures, is to 
include one each from Douglas Fair- 
banks and Mary Pickford. 

Fairbanks leaves for the South 
Seas soon with Victor Fleming, di- 
rector; Charles Lewis, production 
manager and three writers (Earl 
Brown, Allan Boone and David 
Rose) to work on a tropic isle tale. 
Miss Pickford will do ‘Happy End- 
ing,’ original by Frances Marion. 


Retakes for ‘Freaks’ 


Culver City, Feb. 1. 

Metro is giving ‘Freaks’ a test run 
eut of town for a week before call- 
ing it made. Horror pic opened at 
the Fox, San Diego, last week, to 
see how the natives took it. 

Previews were followed by con- 
siderable retaking, and more may 
be in order before it gets a release 
date. 

















From Majors if Carried Out 


RICHARDS STILL IN N. Y. 


in Southern Showman 
With RKO 


Rumors Tie 


E. V. Richards is on a phenome- 
nally long run in New York. This is 
his fifth week away from the home 
town, New Orleans. Rumors keep 
on tying in the showman with a fu- 
ture RKO connection. 

Reports are that negotiations are 
proceeding simultaneously between 
RKO and Sid Kent as well as 
Richards. 


FOX TO SCREEN 
‘SWEET’ AND 
‘CAVALCADE’ 


London, Feb. 1. 
Fox has the picture rights to ‘Bit- 
tersweet’ and ‘Calvacade.’ Under- 
standing here is that Noel Coward 
will personally supervise the film- 
ing. 





—— 


‘Bittersweet’ is the familiar Lon- 
don musical. ‘Cavalcade’ is currently 
the biggest London smash. It’s a 
giant pageant written by Noel Cow- 
ard and produced by C. B. Cochran. 
New York presentation of it has 
been announced several times and 
as vfien denied. Story now is, how- 
ever ,that it will appear in New 
York in an entirely rewritten ver- 
sion in late spring. 

Piece has to do with English his- 
tory. For New York understanding 
is that American history will be 
substituted. it is probably this pro- 
posed Americanized version of Ca- 
valeade’ which Fox will do, 





Judge Lindsey Joining 
F-WC Picture Stumpers 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 
of Judge Ben Lindsey, 
in Los Angeles figures 
to provide a new and influential 
speaker for the picture industry. 
The Judge has always been a strong 
anti-censorship talker whether for 
films or anything else. 

Lindsey has already indicated his 
willingness to go on the platform 
for the industry, as a sideline to 
other activities, and Fox-West 
Coast’s publie relations department 
has him booked for Feb. 10 at the 
Long Beach Rotary Club. 


Schiller Going South 

Ed Schiller, Loew's theatre boss 
is leaving this week for a vacation 
in the southland, his home camp- 
ing grounds. 

While a part of the stay will be 
spent in Atlanta, rest of the six 
weeks will go for Florida. 


Settling 
of Denver, 





$20,000 BID 


For Jean Harlow in British Film 
Opposite Percy Marmont 





Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Jonn Amery, British producer and 
son of a member of the British cab- 
inet, is endeavoring to secure Jean 
Harlow to co-star with Percy Mar- 
mont in an English made feature. 

Word is that Amery has offered 
$20,000 for the actress on a 10- 
week contract, but Miss Harlow's 
agents believed holding out for $30,- 
000. Miss Harlow is at present ab- 


sent from Hollywood on a tour of! 


personal appearances, but is under 
contract to Caddo. Firm welcomes 
the loan proposition. 


BOWLES BOWS OUT 





OF STANDARD JAM 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Standard Sound Studios, rental 
plant promoted by George Bowles, 
is being taken over by Irving San- 
born, one of the investors, with 
Bowles up before the Labor Com- 
mission for nonpayment of wages 
to a number of employees in the 
studio. 

Sanborn, San Francisco banker 
and reported loser of $300,000 in the 
Colorart Synchrotone fiasco, will 
continue to operate the studio as a 
leasing lot with H. H. Pfeifer, local 
business man. 

Flop of Standard is just one of 
the many brodies Bowles has taken 
since coming to Hollywood two 
years ago from Florida. His first 
promotion was Pan-American pic- 
tures which never got started. 


Publix's Lesit 
1-Niters and 
Tabs in South 


The south may be opened up im- 
portantly by Publix for legit attrac- 
tions on one night stands and for 
tabs. Latter will support regular 
film shows. Bringing in the legits 
is figured a good-will gesture as 
much as anything élse by Publix. 

Two most notable bookings by 
Publix so far are Jolson’s ‘Wonder 
Bar’ for one day in Shreveport, La., 
and ‘Student Prince’ a week later 
(15). 

Mobile, Monroe, Baton Rouge and 
a few other one nighters may be in- 
cluded on a route that will take 
in Jackson, Meridian, Clarksdale, 
Vicksburg, Greenville and Green- 
wood, all in Mississippi. The regu- 
lar Publix film houses in Alexan- 
dria, Baton Rouge, La., and Tex- 
arkana, Ark., may be turned over 
now and then to legits, it is said. 
These houses are in R. J. O’Don- 
nell’s division. 

Dave Chatkin’s eastern seaboard 
division has not as yet opened up 
much to legits, but lately has been 
finding results’ satisfactory with 
tabs, minstrel shows, etc., booked in 
to supplant film. Only legit attrac- 
tion, ‘Student Prince,’ recently in 
the southeast was played by Kin- 
cey-Wilby in North and South 
Carolina on percentage. Show goes 








into Augusta, Ga., Feb. 17. 





Destitute Scenarists Unload Scripts 
At $50 and Less to Cramped Indies 





Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
The $50 film story has made its 
appearance in Hollywood along with 
everything else cut-rate, and with 
some writers selling out their 
scenarios for prices even less. It’s 
like the pioneer days of pictures. 
Hard up hacks and literati are 
capitulating to the times, pulling 
a dusty script out of the bare pan- 
try, closing their eyes and slipping 
it to some indie producer who needs 
a story. Shoestring 
working on slim margins, are glad 
to get the cit-rate stories. 


$100 for Good Siuff 


Little worthwhile material can 
be bought at the $50 figure, the realiy 
usable yarns by experienced writers 
bringing a century. However, some 
scripts hav: been sold by writers 





producers, | 





for prices such as $37 and $42.50, 
or other figures sounding like a two 
act’s break-in salary, 

With plenty of unbought scripts 
in his home, and no money, the 
plot weaver is usually glad to sell 
his stuff at any ridiculous figure. 
He hangs onto his best stories, 
generally saving a favorite to the 
bitter end. Most of the scripts must 
be fixed up before being ready for 
use, Dialog must be added and 
scenes changed to fit the indie’s slim 
pocketbook. Only rarely does a 
script come through ready for pro- 
duction. 

There is hardly any market here 
for shorts scripts. Nearly all ene 
and two reel plots are custom built 
by the producer and his aides to 
fit the subject. 





|Commerce announces that it will 
l abide by the advice of its attorney, 
; Nathan Burkan, 
‘sents five of the Fox executives re- 
| cently 
jhad not been approved by the Fox 





RKO Offers Orpheum Greup Owi 


Operation of 


UNION STUDIO MATTERS 


Expected Settlement on Coast After 
Casey’s Arrival 





4 





With Pat Casey’s departure today 
(2) for Hollywood, the expected 
agreement between the unions and 
the Coast studios will probably oc 
cur. While east for three weeks, 
Casey has been in conference with 
the unions’ international heads, 

Meanwhile the agreement lately 
expiring between the unions and the 
studios has been carried along tem- 
porarily by consent. 


INDIES DELVING 
INTO CONTRACT 
REPUDIATION 


Aroused over producer attempts 
to repudiate contracts with their 
own people, independent exhibitor 
leaders are seeking advice of coun- 
sel in an effort to be thoroughly 
forewarned of any loopholes which 
might jeopardize their assurance of 
product for the new season. 

The Theatre Owners Chamber of 


who also repre- 
notified that their contracts 


directorate. Burkan in an inter- 
view in last week’s ‘Variety’ stated 
that under such circumstances ex- 
hibitors could only be certain of de- 
livery by having directorates pass 
individually upon each’ contract 
authorized by an individual execu- 
tive. It is believed that this inter- 
pretation brought the Fox an- 
nouncement that J. R. Grainger was 
fully empowered to handle that 
company’s film sales, 


CONGRESS SURTAX TALK 
TRIVIAL, TRADE IDEA 


Just talk with little more than a 
publicity motive was the Hays Or- 
gaization attitude toward reports 
that the House Ways and Means 
Committee is considering a proposal 
of imposing a 65% surtax on the 
incomes of alien actors and other 
professionals. 

Haysites liken any extreme actor 
tax idea to the speak impost scheme, 
expressing the belief that legality 
does not permit discrimination, and 
that such reports are foolish on 
their face, 

The Hays office in Washington, it 
was said, had not communicated re- 
ports of the committee talk to the 
home office, considering it too trivial 
to put on the wire, 


Tiff’s Lone Trio 


Of the staff of 17 still with Tif- 
fany in its original offices, 14 have 
been given notice. Remaining are 
J. Crinnion, auditor, his secretary 
and an office boy. 

With this cleanout, absorption of 
Tiffany by Educational is practic- 
ally complete. In executive control 
for E. W. Hammons is Bill Saal. 

Numerous Tiff attaches were re- 
cently dropped at the h. o. 














After Tashman-LaRocque 
For Arch Selwyn Musical 


Arch Selwyn and Carl Hemmer 
are angling for Lilyan Tashman 
for their musical ‘Jazz City.’ This 
is the show Hope Williams was 
slated for until going Theatre 
Guild. 

Miss Tashman is currently at the 
Paramount, N. Y., on a personal. 
Another film possibility for the 
musical piece is Rod La Roeque, 


WB PATENT SUITS 
Los Angeles, Feb, 1, 
Warners has filed suits against 
Hial Roach Co. and Roy Pomeroy, 
technician, charging violation of 
three photographing patente. 
WEB asks injunction plus an ac- 


Orpheum Theatres 


Any committees of RKO-Orpheum 
preferred stockholders, if they agree, 
to act in concert, may operate the 
Orpheum circuit of theatres (the 
western end of the RKO chain), it 
is reported. This offer is said to 
have been tendered directly to the 
Chicago Orpheum group headed by 


Andy La 





wrence, 


Only condition by 


RKO is that the acceptance, if any, 
be delayed until Feb. 15. 

Show opinion is that the RKO 
offer will not be accepted. It would 
mean detachment of the Orpheum 


circuit (west of Chicago) from the 
main line of RKO houses, besideg 
the possible handicap of additional] 
picture bookings which might arise 
with the severance. 

Another report is that Mrs. C. BE, 
Kohl, the Jeader of the combatting 
Orpheum stockhoHKlers at the RKO 
Baltimore meeting, has _ rescinded 
her attitude for a separate opera. 
tor for the Orpheum circuit. No 
cause is assigned for Mrs. Kohl's 
altered position, It was at her bee 
hest, according to report, that 
Hiram Brown, RKO president, 
promised the belligerents at Balti« 
more, to establish a smoother pathe 
way for the RKO financing plan 
then on hand, to give the Orpheum 
group the selection of a separate 
Orpheum circuit operator and also 
a representative on the RKO board 
of directors, 

Following his promise, Brown of- 
fered the job to E. V. Richards and 
Harold Franklin, Both men 
stepped it. Brown, now on the 
coast, may continue negotiations 
with Franklin. 

Lawrence, in New York last week 
on the Orpheum matter, returned to 
Chicago. Ascher Levy is remaining 
around Broadway as the Chi group’s 
representative. The Orpheum com- 
mittee from the coast has not been 
heard from to date in New York. 


JOYCE-SELZNICK SPOT 
NICE ARRAY AT RADIO 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Dave Selznick has surrounded 
himself with a flock of new person- 
nel on the Radio lot, recruiting 
many from divers studio lots. 

Captious agents who have not 
been as fortunate as the Myron 
Selznick-Frank Joyce agency in 
placing talent at Radio point out 
from the following list of new place- 
ments and contractees that the mae 
jority were booked through Selz- 
nick-Joyce: 

Owen Francis, Willis Goldbeck, 
Mitzi Green, Gene Fowler, Bradley 
King, Dudley Nichols, Wells Root, 
writers; mMerian Cooper, James 
Kevin McGuinness, supervisors; 
Irving Pichel, actor and dialog die 
rector; Rowland Brown, writer- die 
rector; King Vidor, director, et al. 


Fox’s Early Start 


With its program for 1932-'33 ree 
lease pretty well set in advance of 
the sales convention in April, Fox 
will start production of its coming 


side- 








season’s output earlier than ever 
before, 
Company pushes off with ‘Down 


to Earth,’ with Will Rogers, as the 
first production for ’32-’33 sale. It 
will go into work at the studio this 
month, to be immediately followed 
by others on the new film year’s 
schedule, 

A Gaynor-Farrell or a Dunne 
Eilers may be the second to get une 
der way, with James R.. Grainger, 
sales head, anxious to have at least 
eight pictures completed by con- 
vention time. 


CARROLL’S FILM BIDS 


After Chevalier-Jeanette MacDon-« 
ald for Stage Musical 





Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Earl Carroll is bidding for Chevae 
lier, Jeanette MacDonald together 
for ‘Rendezvous,’ his prospective 
musical. Offer probably will be ree 
fused, as woth tied up in picture 
‘Love Me Tonight’ until June and 
Miss MacDonald then goes abroad 
fo ‘Merry Widow.’ 

Carroll is willing to suarantee 
both players 10 weeks in the show, 
which is from the Hungarian of 





counting ot profits. 


Paul Frank. 
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MORRIS AWAY FROM PUBLIX 





OKT ¢ ounte of 


Harry Cohn Pays Near Million 
To Buy Brandt Out of Columbia 


With the retirement of Joe 
Brandt as president of Columbia 
Pictures and from the company, 
Harry Cohn succeeds to that office, 
in stock control. Jack Cohn, a 
brother, and treasurer of Colum- 
bia, also a heavy stockholder, re- 
mains and retains his post. 

Harry Cohn is reported to have 
paid Brandt but little short of 
$1,000,000 for his Columbia hold- 
ings, around 25,000 shares, and his 
retirement. The Brandt holdings 
added to Cohn’'s own and his broth- 
er’s, each about 25,000 
Harry in the pré 


shares, 
placed idential 
seat. 

A buy or sell deal between Harry 
and his two partners in Columbia 
has been simmering for a year or 


longer Harry Cohn reached New 
York for another buy or sell try 
about three weeks ago. It finally 


became a sell by Brandt on Fri- 
day (29). 

The three Columbia partners had 
locked up their Columbia shares in 
a group some years ago. There are 
around 170,000 shares of outstand- 
ing common. Its Curb quotation 
is around $5 a share, but with min- 
ute dealings in the stock as there is 
no quantity of Columbia shares on 
the market at any time. 

Expansion 

Harry Cohn is said to have been 
his own financier in the Brandt buy 
with Nathan Burkan his attorney. 
Harry’s idea is to expand Columbia 
through a business end reorganiza- 
tion. Harry, who has been the 
production chief of Columbia since 
its formation, will continue as op- 
erator of the studio in Hollywood. 

Columbia is a leading .independ- 
ent picture producer, without thea- 
tre attachments. It solely produces 
and distributes sia attain 


NO REPORT YET 
UPON SID KENT 


No positive report has come out 
within the past week on any of the 
Sid Kent negotiations. Strongest 
rumors have been of Kent’s confer- 
ences with the direct heads of RKO 
and Warner Bros. 

Of these the stories place the 
most importance upon Kent’s inter- 
views with the RKO people. 


INDIE ASS’N DEMANDS 
CASH FROM DISTRIBS 


Hollywood, Feb. 1 

Hollywood’s newly formed in- 
dependent producers’ association, 
feeling its oats, has agreed that fi- 
nancing distribution of its cwn 
pictures hereafter is out. The in- 
dies have agreed that no member 
will let go of product unless there 
is some cash on the line. 

It’s all in line with the present 
status which has the distributing 
indies looking for product to releas> 
just the opposite of conditions of 
a year ago. Past experience has 
been that indie footage was such 
a drug on the market that obtain- 
ing distribution was an event, with 
the producers willing to take paper 
to get some kind of release. 

Now that the market for indie 

material is on the upgrade the in- 
dies have agreed to a ‘cash or no 
picture’ policy. 


—_—————_______ 


Katz’s Trip Off 


: Katz hae called off his pro- 
Posed trip to the Coast. 

Publix circuit head had intended 
so0ing west with Emmanuel Cohen, 


1 

ut has changed his mind. If any 
trip westward 
theatre head. 








Sam 


mont tis 


eventuates, for the} 
it will not be for the | 
America around 


a 





Hays’ 20% i 


Will Hays has refunded to mem- 
ber companies 20% of the dues 
Which they paid into the organiza- 
tion for 1931. 

Refund represents economies ef- 
fected within the Hays machine. 


Johnson, Suing 


On Fox Letout, 
Tells His Side 





Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Joseph Johnson, earliest receiver 
of the new famous contract repudi- 
ation letters from Fox heads, many 
of which have since been restored, 
has given his side of the situation 
John- 
son was an executive assistant to 
W. R. Sheehan, 
contact man as well, and is now 
suing Fox for $46,800 due on the 
balance of his contract plus $2,511 
interest. 


in a statement to ‘Variety.’ 


acting as Sheehan's 


The former executive's statement 
came in connection with a story on 
the jeopardizing of all picture con- 
tracts through Fox’s action which 
appeared in ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood 
3ulletin Jan. 22. A paragraph with 
which Johnson takes said: 
‘Academy isn’t inclined to be as 
passive as in the Joe Johnson vs. 
Fox matter, which latter wasn't 
sloughed but which the Academy 
regarded unfavorably owing to 
Johnson's publicizing of the issues. 
Academy doesn’t like to operate that 
way.’ 


issue 


Considerate Treatment 


Johnson’s' prepared’ statement 
said: ‘You are mistaken. I have 
been treated with the utmost con- 
sideration by Mike Levee, president 
of the Academy, and by Ben Schul- 
berg, chairman of the executive 
committee, I think they are now 
sorry that they did not publish to 
the ends of the earth the hysterical 
and wholesale repudiation of con- 
tracts by Tinker, the Chase Bank 
pinch-hitter. It affects every one 
in the motion picture industry. 

‘Why can’t Janet Gaynor go to 
McIntire and say: “My lawyer tells 
me my contract has not been ap- 
proved by the board of directors and 
is null and void. Okay by me. I 
get $3,500 a week; I want a new 
agreement for $7,000 a week”? 

Keith Weeks’ Case 


‘Ponder this, for instance: Keith 
Weeks, technical sound director, 
goes to work and finds his successor 
at his desk at 9 a.m. He is given 
until noon to clear out. Many others 
were told their dismissal was of the 
minute. 

‘McIntire fired 500 who were the 
lowest paid and most defenseless, 
and then established a “Five 
Friends Plan” which he boasts is 
now taking care of 25 destitute per- 
sons whom he caused to be desti- 
tute. I am suing this Chase-Tin- 
ker-MclIntire outfit for $50,000 for 
the unexpired term of my contract. 

No ‘Contract Sanctity’ 
trying this case in 
“Variety” or any other paper. I 
say to you, however, that no one 
else is carrying the flag of contract 
sanctity at this moment, though 
many believe in it. 

‘It will be a tragic day for the 
Producers’ Association and for the 
Academy if they show the yellow 


‘IT am not 





flag in this assault upon honor, the 
pledged written and spoken 
and the constitutional protection 
thrown from the beginning of 
ontracts 


j 
word: 








|William Morris Again an In- 
dependent Agent—Associ- 
ated with Theatre Chain 
for 2'% Years 


William Morris’ agency is again 
an independent booking office. It | 
bought back yesterday (1) the 50% | 
| interest held by Publix Theatres, | 
| giving the Morris agency once more 
100% in itself. The purchase ae 
amicably agreed upon. 

From reports there had been " 
great profit or loss for either Mor- | 
ris or Publix while the partnership | 
existed for 2/2 years. It had proven 
to be an unsatisfactory deal, com- 
mercially, for both parties. 

When this first combination of 
a theatre chain with an important 
independent agency, such as Mor- 
ris’ has always been, was reported 
in ‘Variety’ as a partnership agree- 
ment between Publix and Morris in 





1929, it created much comment. 
Only intent in the combine was to 
ensure smoother booking opera- 


tions. At that time Morris was 
giving Publix a majority of its 
service attention, but with the con- 
sumation of the partnership Mor- 
ris failed to gain from it in a busi- 
ness way. 

The Publix association also in- 
terferred with the Morris agency 
securing an Equity license to place 
for legit plays. An Equity clause 
forbade the issuance of a legit li- 
cense to an agent ‘with a theatre 
connection. 


Meanwhile, the Morris agency 
maintained its position of inde- 
pendence in bookings, notwith- 


standing its Publix affiliation. But 
with Publix lately contracting to 
play the Fanchon & Marco stage 
units, virtually removing itself as 
an extensive talent buyer, the Mor- 
ris office brought up the matter of 
dissolution of the partnership. 

No mention was made at the time 
of the amount the Morris agency 
received from Publix for its 50% 
share, It has been reported though 
as in the form of Paramount stock, 
with the Morris concern turning 
over to P-P 50% of its own stock. 
In the dissolution yesterday (Mon- 
day), from accounts, the original 
stock transferred was simply 
handed back to its first owners and 
the deal thus terminated. 


|UNSATISFACTORY DEAL | 
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“Ss OFF 


Paramount’s agreement to payj 
William Paley $5,000,000 for one- 
half of the Columbia Broadcasting 
System (CBS) has been revoked by 
mutual agreement, it is said. Final 
details, including a payment of 
$4,000,000, were set for this coming 
April. 

Report is that 
consideration of the revocation, re- 
ceived back its down payment of 
$1,000,000 and holds an agreement 
to participate in CBS profit here- 
after up to 12%° 

In radio circles CBS is looked 
upon as a substantial money maker 


final large commitment of 
mount; other such matters having 
been mostly in the form of settle 
ments of theatre eadhsaoaan ii 


Griswold Speeds West 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Glenn Griswold, head of public 
relations for Fox, went through here 
today (Monday) on his way to the 
Coast. 

Information is that Griswold is 
speeding west to join Fox eastern 
executives, now there, for studio 
conferences, 





WRIGLEY SUCCESSOR FEB. 8 


A suc 
Wrigley on Paramount’s directorial 





next meeting. 
This is set for next Monday (8). 





Studios Long Holdout on Story Buys 
Must End Thru New Program Demands’ 





Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

In the current preoccupation with 
economy and contract matters the 
studios have been neglecting future 
story material. It is expected that 
before many months an acute story 
shortage will be in full bloom. At 
that time the prevailing skimpiness 
|in the literary market will be ex- 





changed for a return of lush con- 
ditions at least partially approach- 
jing old times. 

Because of the holdoff and inde- 
attitude on buying plays, 
novels, and short stories from 
recognized and more or less high 
'priced literary talent, the studios 
ihave no story stock on hand to 
| speak of. 

Remakes Doomed 


| cisive 





Uniformly poor showing by all 
}companies on remakes has about 
doomed that solution of the story 
| question. It’s been pointed out, 
and often proven by the grosses 
| throughout the keys, that a re- 


make will do okay in the first runs 


but the patrons of the smaller 
houses and neighborhooders have 
indexed memories and little desire 


Paramount, {fn} 


Paramount’s deal for one half of} 
Columbia was made over two years| 
ago. It is said to have been the | 
Para- | 


cessor to the late William | 


board will not be named until the! 


Newer crop of execs can’t see why 


so much blurb stuff goes out about 


what the stars eat, what they wear 


and the other insignificant details 


of whi h the 


f telling used to be the 
studio P. ’s heaviest job. Publicity 
boys answer—but not to the bosses, 
for pe ay are scarce—that it was this 
intimate type of stuff which created 
picture fans, that the film business 
success was built on Joe Doe and 
;Sally Doakes feeling a touch of in- 
timacy with the stars because they 
knew all about them, even te what 
kind of sauce they took with their 





| Steal. 
| Now the blurbs are being cur- 
|tailed because departments are like- 


wise curtailed, while the gatherers 
lof stuff for the fan mags and chat- 


ter columns find uniformed cops 
guarding portals that once bore 
| Signs of ‘welcome.’ 

Strained Relationship 
Co-operation between the front 
| office and the publicity department 
jappears to be severely strained. 


One example within the last fort- 
night tells the story. Studio ap- 
pointed a new production chief. 
| Banker rep, making the appoint- 
iment on advice from New York, 
notified department heads and di- 
rectors as to who will give them 
orders from now on. 

Publicity head learned of the ap- 
pointment from one of the directors 
who got the banker rep’s note. 
When the p. a. asked the big chief 
why he was not informed of the 
change he was told that the chief 
didn’t think it necessary to tell him. 





| So different from the way it 
would have been handled in the 
j}past. FP. a, would have been the 


notified and 
on the lot would have 
unti] the publicity 
jtime to get 
| newspaper 


lfirst one not a soul 
learned of it 
slinger had had 
pictures in downtown 
offices of the new 
;sitting at his decked with 
| flowers. 


Doss 


desk 


RKO’S BANKER-EXEC 
RETURN TREK STARTS 


Holly wood, Feb. 1. 
We ekend saw the trek-out of 





to see what they have paid for in 
earlier years. 
yesterycar 
1931. 
Return of prices for 
screen rights is thought to be in- 
although the banker in- 
fluence will act as a brake against 
the dizzy arithmetic of the boom era. 


were notable 


better 


evitable 


In their haste to secure story ma- 
terial studios are favoring the 
complete 


irnission of ideas instead of 


;scenarios or stories, Impression is 
that ideas are more useful than 
stories as so much of the latter has 


Ito be eliminated for the screen, 

If only the general idea of a story 
is submitted, the studio can usu- 
ally weave around it situations that 
lare suitable for 
lrebuilding of 
months are 
fore the story is 


complete 
vasted he- 


sometimes 


re“ itten into 





screen torm 


Several smashes of | 
flops of | 
i 


sub- } 


pictures. In the} 


stories, 





|RKO-Radio’s encampment of bank- 
ers and execs, after they had set- 
tled on 40 films for the season and 
| suggested that the 17 pictures be- 
lhind schedule be cleaned up by 
|March 31. 

| Hiram S. Brown is a lingerer and 
will go east in a week or so with 
Lee Marcus. Ned Depinet, the 
| Radio sales exec, leaves the end of 
ithis week. 


other 


| Jack Connolly, of Pathe News, 
;and Charlie tosenzweig, Radio 
sales exec, left Friday when Faul 
Mazur and Arthur Lehman, both 
j of Lehman Bros., and Katherine 
| Brown, story ed, on their way. 
Thursday's departer was Frank 


©'’Heron, v.p. of personnel and ef- 


Joe Sehnitzer, restored to the 
Radio presidency, and Charles R, 
Rovers producer, to wind up be- 


for tae) , indie left 


Wednesday 
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Skourases Taking 


Sened 


In Arthur as 


Co-operator with Fox West Coast 


Harry Arthur is to be a partner 
and co-operator with the Skouras 
prothers of the Fox-West Coast 
chain, it was said in New York last 
week. Spyros and Charlie Skouras 
were to have left Sunday (31) for 
the coast to take over the F-WC 
circuit in pursuance of their deal 
with Fox Films to operate the 
string. 

Arthur is at present gen. mer. of 
F-WC and is in California, F-WC 
has been operated for the past two 
years by Oscar Oldknow, appointee 
of Harley L, Clarke, former Fox 
pres. 

ee 


Oldknow’s New Contract 
Los Angeles, Feb. 1, 

Fox-West Coast on last week's 
Operation numbered 319 houses as 
far east as Kansas City and going 
north, south and west from K, C. 
Ninety-five more F-WC houses are 
dark at present. This does not em- 
brace Midwesco and the Illinois 
theatres, which at one time totaled 
61 houses. Midwesco is operated 
out of New York. 


General uncertainty hereabouts 


pervades everything Foxite, with 
Oscar S. Oldknow, executive v.p., 
@nd Harry Arthur, gen. mer. of 


F-WC, both awaiting development. 
Edward R,. Tinker’s arrival last 
week in company with Dick Row- 
jJand and Sol Wurtzel, carries with 
it an understanding that Thiker, as 
Fox head, won't leave L. A. until 
everything is straightened out at the 
studio and its allied theatre enter- 
prises. 

Advent of Charlie and Spyros 
Skouras from New York, slated to 
leave the east last night (Sunday), 
will further determine matters, 

Oldknow meantime has. been 
Biven a new contract, thus repudi- 
ating the previous repudiation of his 
other contract. He continues as is 
for four more years, only his new 
ticket is with Fox-West Coast The- 
atres. Heretofore he was contracted 
to Fox Film Corp. 

Harry Arthur has a similar length 
to go, but hasn’t been given the 
same telephonic reassurance from 
Tinker as received by Oldknow. 
Arthur doesn’t anticipate any trou- 
ble, it is said. Arthur, like the 
others, consulted counsel, and his 
lawyers, Mitchell, Silberberg & 
Davis, okayed the validity of his 
original Fox contract. 

Skouras may leaye tomorrow 
(Wednesday) for the Coast but if 
not getting away then will take to 
the rails by the end of the week a 
the latest. His brother, George, is 
®cheduled to accompany him. 


WB GIVES UP BEACON; 
NEW TENANT'S VAUDE 


, With expiration of its lease on 
the Beacon, Warner Bros, moved 
Out of the house yesterday (Mon- 
day). The same day it was taken 
over by Max Cohen, who operates 
Wallack’s in 42nd Street, under the 
name of the Central Amusement 
Corp. Chanin Bros. are the lessors. 

Cohen is figuring on installing a 

Policy of regular vaude with pic- 
tures, possibly adding stage enter- 
tainment in a week or two. House 
Would be booked independently, it 
is said. 
_ The Warner lease, on a year-to- 
year basis, expired Dec. 31. Since 
then WB has held on from week to 
week, with a month’s time to con- 
Sider renewai for 1932. 

The Beacon has reached grosses 
as high as $12,000, but its average 
has been between $3,000 and $4,000, 
Warn rs feeding it anything either 
first or second run. Frem time to 
time special attractions were tried. 

Chanin Bros. control the property, 
aving taken it over from the 
Strauss Bros., ba nkers, who financed 
its building for S. L. Rothafel. 


MAYNARD-SMALL DEAL 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
With his Tiffany contract washed 
Up next week, Ken Maynard will 
Probably line up with Eddie Small 
to star in 











westerns for the indie 
Market. Small will handle pro- 
duction and distribution. 


Prior to his Tiffany deal, May- 
— made features for the Asher, 
Small and Rogers combination, re- 


leased by First National. 





PICTUREs 











Bland’s S.R.O. 





Doing standee business at 
her 300-seater in Clifton, N. J., 
part time operation handled on 
the side, Bland Johanneson 
chides that she may go chain. 

Miss Johanneson is the film 
critic on the New York ‘Mir- 
ror’ (tab). 


CAREY BILL ON S. R. 0. 
SIGNS PASSES SENATE 


Washington, Feb. 1. 

United States Senate passed the 
Carey Theatre Bill last week with- 
out discussion. This is the bill re- 
quiring theatre operators to display 
Signs stating that no seats are 
available after seating accommoda- 
tions are exhausted. If the Carey 
Bill passes the House of Repre- 
sentatives, misrepresentation of the- 
atre accommodations will be subject 
to penalty. 

Theatre men have fought this 
measure because they fear the 
spread of such a law will go all 
over the country. According to 
specifications of the bill, the signs 
telling patrons that there are no 
more seats available must be placed 
in the ticket booth and be visible 
from the entrance or lobby. Where 
the seating capacity is 1,000 or more, 
public announcement must be made 
in the entrance or lobby at least 
once every five minutes during the 
time the seats are occupied. Viola- 
tions would be punishable by a fine 
of not more than $100. 

Original restrictions on tickets 
sold in excess of the number of 
seats were removed by the Carey 
sub-committee after theatre man- 
agers testified this would be dis- 
astrous to a continuous operation 
policy. Managers expressed no op- 
position to the sign provision. 


Ed Smith Quits Publix 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Ed Smith, district manager here 
for Publix-B. & K., has quit that 
company. Smith came on here 
about two months ago, being as- 
signed the south side district. Be- 
fore that he had been district 
supervisor for Publix at Minne- 
apolis, then went to the coast and 
was transferred here when Harold 
Franklin took over the Paramount 
and United Artists in Los An- 
geles. 

Immediately following his resig- 
nation last week Smith left for 
California to rejoin his wife and 
children, 


Active by Feb. 


Exhibitors of New York will com- 
mence functioning as a state organi- 
zation before the end of February. 

Headquarters will be maintained 
in Albany and an upstate exhibitor, 
it is intimated, will carry the title 
of president. 























Quinn Martin’s Search 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Quinn Martin, of the Fox story 
department, is heading for New 
York on a hunt for material. 
Epects to spend about two weeks 
there, 


Phone Co’s 2-Reeler 
For Loew Theatres 


‘A Modern Knight,’ two reeler 
produced by the New York Tele- 
phone Co., for promotional pur- 
poses, but rated suited for general 
exhibition, is showing in Loew the- 
atres of the metropolitan area, 

Story dramatizes modern police 
methods and the various agencies 
used as aids. The value of telepho- 
tograph in tracking criminals is set 
forth. 

Plays all houses except the State 
and Capitol 





ON SHORTS 
AT PAR 


That sales officials are deemed to 
have become expert on the selling 





of shorts and newsreels, and no 
longer need one and two reel advice 
is given as the reason for certain 
shifts last week in the Paramount 
home office. 

For the past five years division 
managers on the sales end have had 
at their elbows experts in the shorts | 
and newsreel departments to aid in 
the marketing of this product. While 
he was in charge of eastern sales 
under S. R. Kent, George Schacfer 
had as his shorts advisor Myles Gib- 
bons; John Clark, at the head of 
the west had Stanley Waite. Under 
the realignment Waite assists 
Schaefer as general sales manager 
and Gibbons has been ordered back 
to short and newsreel production. 


NAME CONTESTS ARE 
BLANKETING NATION 


Flock of ‘what’s in a Name’ na- 
tional contests has the Hays office 
ferreting out dog biscuit makers as 
well as powder and cosmetic ven- 
dors. Effort in each case investi- 
gated winds up with the single 
comeon: More names of potential 
mail order customers to stem hard 
times, 

Prizes ranging from $750, with 
$250 extra for quick replies, to $1,- 
500 flat are among those now being 
offered. ‘The money is genuine, 
Haysites find in most cases, and 
the contests are strictly for busi- 
ness replenishment, These contests 
run to best titles for the item in- 
volved, 

Even Cincinnati its spending 
money, its entry being a dog with 
the caption: ‘Give this little beggar 
a name,’ 








CHI CENSORS HALT U’S 
‘MORGUE’—DUE FEB. 3 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Possibility of ‘Murders of Rue 
Morgue’ not opening at the State 
Lake this Wednesday (3) as sched- 
uled since the censor board has 
rejected the picture entirely on ex- 
cess horror grounds, 

Universal exchange is trying to 
induce board to give the film an- 
other screening, 














Need for Action Puts Films Outdoors 
Despite Cal's Temperamental Clime 





Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Major picture production is now 
for the most part in the great out- 
doors. It’s the answer to exhibitors 
who have been hollering for more 
action in films. Unusual for this 
time of the year, which generally 
sees interior production due to un- 
dependability of the weather. 
Almost every picture being made 
by the major companies calls for a 
preponderance of outdoor sequences, 
while currently the drawing room 
stuff is as scarce as the wide open 
footage was a few months back. 
Par’s Group 
Paramount is leading in the out- 
door material with ‘Broken Wing,’ 





‘Red Harvest,’ and ‘Shanghai Ex- 





press’ (just finished) having 75% 
sunlight; ‘Sky Bride,’ 95%, and 


‘Thunder Below,’ 50%. 

Radio’s ‘Bird of Paradise’ will be 
produced almost entirely out of 
doors in Hawaii. Fox will be in the 
open for more than half of ‘After 
the Rain,’ and the same company 
will be heavy on exteriors for 
‘Scotch Valley’ and ‘Disorderly Con- 
duct’ among others. 

Universal’s contributions to the 
California sun are ‘Destry Rides 
Again,’ more than 76% in the air, 
and ‘Jockey Kid,’ a like percentage. 

-Independents’ heavy comeback 
into production will, as usual, see 
this branch of the business shying 
from studio sets, 
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'LADY’S $204,300 FRIGHT 


SUIT OFF FOR $1,750 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 

The $204,300 damage suit brought 
by a woman shopper for fright, 
caused by encountering a man ina 
gorilla skin ballyhooing ‘Mother of 
India’ three years ago, has been set- 
tled for $1,750, not including costs. 

Principal Theatres, Inc., and Paci- 
fic Amusement Co. made the com- 
promise settlement with Hazel Pas- 
ley. 

Woman’s meeting with the gorilla 
plug near Tally’s theatre was al- 
leged to have shocked her into an 
hysterical condition in which she 
saw gorillas in her dreams and 
awake, and had delusions that goril- 
la hair was growing on her back 
and tongue. 

Claim of her husband for loss of 
his wife’s services were ignored in 
the settlement. 

Case serves as a tip-off to exhibs 
playing the current cycle of horror 
films. 











2 PRINT DECISIONS 


Exhib Guilty on Damaged Print 
Absolves Taking Marred Reels 








Two decisions, each handed down 
by the same judge, are believed to 
set precedents concerning damaged 
or inferior film prints. One suit, 
brought by Columbia against the 
Majestic theatre, Jersey City, the 
first to be fought through to a de- 
cision, gives the distributor full 
value of print because it had been 
damaged, according to evidence, by 
faulty projection. 

The other, dismissing a motion of 
Warner Bros. to kill complaint of 
the T. & K. Amusement Corp., op- 
erating the New American, on the 
east side, New York, that it did not 
play a picture because print was 
ineffective, establishes for the exhib 
the interpreted right to refuse play- 
ing a film if the print is bad. 

Louis Traub, owner of the New 
American, believes dismissal of the 
Warner motion has this signifi- 
eance: ‘That once an exhibitor has 
received a film from the distributor, 
under the contract it is immaterial, 
on the film proving defective, 
whether he paid for it, delivered it 
back, and, most important, whether 
he (exhibitor) picked the film up on 


schedule. His right is independent 
of the contract.’ 
After T. & K. had refused to 


‘pick the film up, Warners proceeded 
on the ground that the exhib had 
failed to perform all the conditions 
of the written contract. 

In the Columbia suit it was es- 
tablished by Louis Nizer, attorney 
for that company, that a dirty aper- 
ture plate in the projector was re- 
sponsible for mutilation of the film. 
The Court allowed Columbia 3%c 
a foot of complete value of the 
print in question. 

It’s the first case of its kind ever 
brought to a decision in the courts. 





YOUNGEST THEATRE P. A. 
Columbus, Feb. 1. 


Homer Harman, p.a. at the RKO 
Palace, becomes the youngest the- 
atrical director of advertising and 
publicity in the United States. He 
is only 21 and joins Loew’s State, 
in St. Louis, in that capacity. 

Pricer to his connection with the 
local Palace Harman was affiliated 
with Loew’s Ohio for two years. 
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Fair Technical Rally Forced 
By Run-In of Shorts Trapped 


Picture Stocks 


By Al Greason 

A technical rally was staged f! 
the stock market yesterday (Mon.) 
based principally upon a demonstra- 
tion against the short interest in 
the railroads, caught off first base 
when the carriers and labor reached 
a settlement Saturday afternoon, 
after traders had been led to be- 
lieve the Chicago conference would 
deadlock and the wage reduction 
question would have to go into & 
long process of arbitration. 

The amusements took little part 
in the brisk upturn. Loew at one 
time was forced up above 29, but 
finished the day with much of its 
gain cancelled. Par. got the needle 
and for a while prevailed at better 





than 10. Volume in all departments 
was moderate at less than 1,500,000 
shares on the day. 

Prices drifted lower during the 


last half hour, but in the final few 
minutes of trading there were evi- 
dences that strong arm methods 
were again being employed, suggest- 
ing that with half a chance the bull 
might be encouraged to 
give the upside an additional whirl. 

Artificial character of the recov- 
ery was indicated at the opening 
when Steel started the day 3 points 
up at better than 40, while leading 
rails were sharply higher, such as 
Union Pacific, up nearly 4, and At- 
chinson nearly 3. These prices were 
bettered during the session and the 
end found leading industrials from 
1 to 4 higher, 

Bonds put on an irregular per- 
formance. There was a heavy de- 
mand for speculative carrier liens 
and several other groups benefited 
from this buying wave. Amuse- 
ment loans finished the day ma- 
terially higher in nearly all cases 
but in small volume, 

Sept. wheat was up to 63 cents 
for a time on the lurid nature of 
war news from the Far East, but 
lost a good portion of the improve- 
ment in late dealings. 

Still a highly professional market 
and one which outsiders would well 
avoid both on the selling and the 
buying side, 


Both Sides Hestitate 


The market took on a new col- 
lection of bad news last week, but 
prices held with astonishing tenac- 
ity, with special reference to the 
amusement issues. The net results 
of professional hammering was a 
net decline of 1.79 for the Dow 
Jones industrials. The average for 
the active theatre stocks was rela- 
tively less than even that, despite 
the heavy cargo of adverse de- 
velopments that group was forced 
to carry. 

Fifteen issues listed in the ‘Vari- 

ety’ stock table were net off about 
12% points, while the really active 
descriptions were lower by the mer- 
est fraction. Specifically, Fox lost 
%; RKO, % and Warner Bros, %; 
while Paramount gained %4 and 
Loew finished % higher, which left 
that inner active group practically 
unchanged. This stubborn resist- 
ance to the decline was in the face 
of a practically unanimous mark- 
down of amusement bonds, amount- 
ing to 7% points for eight issues, 
the exception being a mysterious 
net gain of 3 for Pathe 7’s. 
Nothing new came out, but the 
holdover of adverse news from the 
week before was sufficient to weigh 
the group down without any new 
bearish occurrences. Most dis- 
heartening thing about the picture 
was the failure of the theatre bonds 
to hold their improvement of 10 
days ago. Warner Bros, liens eased 
a point on top of the 7 points of 
the week before, and RKO debent- 
ures, which had brightened up 
upon being admitted to trading on 
the Stock Exchange, after a brief 
workout on the Curb, declined more 
than 3 on negligible dealings. Gen- 
eral Theatre bonds, despite hopeful 
talk of reorganization, eased sharply 
to within a fraction of the old low, 
also on small volume, 

It is astonishing, and not very 
hopeful, that the amusement stocks 
were artificially sustained against 
the trend of bonds, for it must ap- 
peal to any reasonable mind that 
stocks generally cannot go far up- 
ward on merit of investment worth 


(Continued on page 10) 


sponsors 





Academy’s Policy Meet 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Academy’s board of directors 
holds its first 1932 meeting tonight 
(Monday). 
Policies for the year are to be dis- 
cussed, 
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$8,000, Dominates 


L. A. at Chinese—Par Will Be 
Over $17,000 with ‘Tomorrow 


a + 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 
Hari’ as the deluxe event 
week obscured everything 
else here. It was uneven competi- 
tion, however, as the field was 
dotted with holdovers, repeats and 
weak sisters. ‘Hari’ was a cinema- 
tic tornado surrounded by breezes. 
Biz stimulating word - of - mouth 
comment on the premiere regard- 
tng Sid Grauman’s persuasive pow- 
ers over Greta Garbo, with 2-1 odds 
that the sidestepping girl would 
not show up for a personal appear- 
ance. She didn’t. 

‘Union Depot’ did a mop-up in 
its initial week at the Hollywood 
to a reported tune of $27,000, high 
tide on those shores for many 
count-ups. Currently it occupies 
two other Warner outposts, the 
Western and the Downtown. 

‘Frankenstein’s’ staying power at 
the Orpheum has been imposing 
and they’re still commenting a 
month after the opening. ‘Lovers 
Courageous,’ at Loew’s State, ‘To- 
morrow and ‘Tomorrow,’ at the 
ninth anniversary-celebrating Para- 
mount, and ‘The Hatchet Man,’ at 
the Hollywood, are the new. opuses. 

A. cloudburst ruined Sunday (31) 
trade all over town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50), 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and stage show 
(ist week). Deemed one of the 
most arresting premieres out here 
in months; with $5 top opening 


‘Mata 
of the 


night week should touch $28,000. 
Final five days of ‘Hell Divers’ 
earned $13,200. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65), 
‘Emma’ (M-G) (3d week). Second 
week strong at around $14,000. 
Pace indicates $10,000 or so for 
third week. Scheduled to hold 
until Feb. 7, or thereabouts. 

Egyptian (Fox) (1,800; 25-50), 
‘Corsair’ (UA) and stage show. 


Margin of variance not large here. 
Meant little on previous run _ so 
‘Corsair’ at this policy and scale 
should be near the $1,800 chalked 
for ‘Sooky’ last week. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50), ‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U) (5th-final week). 
Ought to be capable of a farewell 
$3,500 on four days. -A nominal 
drop from last week’s $9,500. Highly 
profitable engagement. ‘Strictly 
Dishonorable’ (U) follows. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
$0), ‘Ladies of the Big House’ (Par) 
and stage show. Ought to hover 
around = $7,000. Last week ‘Dr. 
Jekyll’ went $6,300. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
75), ‘Tomorrow and ‘Tomorrow’ 
(Par) and stage show. Observance 
of ninth anniversary of house uses 
an ‘in person,’ by Ernie Pinckert, 
local football hero. Opened a day 
early and may ride to over $17,000, 
pretty good. Last week six days of 
‘No One Man’ grossed $14,000. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65), ‘Secret Wit- 
ness’ (Col) and RKO vaudeville. 
Anticipate $12,000. Last week ‘Con- 
solation Marriage,’ $11,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1), 
‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Polly Moran headlin- 
ing this week and liked. Looks like 


around $18,000. Last week ‘The 
Guardsman’ attained $19,700. 
United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 


35-$1), ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) (3d-final 
week). May be dark for a few days 
before ‘Arrowsmith’ comes in. Slow 
paced at $4,500 last week. Should 
get $1,700 on last three days. 


Wilshire (Fox) (2,295; 35-60), 
‘Delicious’ (Fox). Ought to get 
$3,600. ‘Dr. Jekyll’ last week took 
$3,100. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75), 


‘Union Depot’ (FN). Should be a 
strong attraction after great start 
in Hollywood; $13,000 estimated. 
Last week $9,000 was the toll for 
‘High Pressure.’ 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-75), 
‘Union Depot’ (FN) and vaudeville. 
Add a grand or two here because 
of location advantage and the above 
comment applies. ‘High Pressure’ 
here ran over $10,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75), 
‘The Hatchet Man’ (WB) and stage 
show. Came in Thursday and ought 
to get good $19,000. Last week the- 
atre soared with ‘Depot’ to $27,000. 








Best for N. O. Orph in Months— 
‘Tomorrow’ $15, 





New Orleans, Feb, 1. 

Current week’s strife is between 
Ruth Chatterton and Ann Harding 
While both femme stars are doing 
nicely for their respective theatres, 
State and the Orpheum, neither 
house is turning ’em away. 
‘Ladies of the Big House’ is at 
the Saenger and getting its share of 
trade, and patronage is showing 
some strength at the Tudor for 
‘Safe in Hell,’ a picture which in- 
cludes a New Orleans locale. 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Tomor- 
row and Tomorrow’ (Par). May 
reach a good $15,000. Last week ‘No 
One Man’ (Par) drew but a weak 
$16,000. 
Saenger (3,000; 60)—‘Ladies of 
Big House’ (Par). An in-between- 
er which stands a $13,000 chance. 
Last week ‘Emma’ (M-G) nailed 
$18,000 and is now at the Globe 
for a second week. 
Orpheum (2,400; 60)—‘Prestige’ 
(Pathe). 3est in months with a 
prospect of $13,000. Last week 
‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) $9,000. 
Strand (1,800; 50)—Two Kinds of 
Women’ (Par). Poor on $2,500. Last 
week ‘Age for Love’ (UA) very bad 
at $2,100. 
Tudor (800; 35)—‘Safe in Hell’ 
(FN). Nice turn of strength in $4,- 
000; film’s New Orleans reference 
probably aiding. Last week ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G) $2,600 after preced- 
ing week at Saenger. 


‘PRESTIGE’ $19,500 IN 
CAPITAL—FOX $28,000 


Washington, Feb. 1. 

Looks currently like everything 
will be Fox and the RKO house. 
First has James Dunn in person to 
pull through ‘Rainbow Trail’ and in 
the latter vaude is assisting to bring 
Ann Harding her biggest intake in 
‘Prestige.’ 
Others, in spite of stepping up 
advertising and plugging extra 
shows, heading for moderate figures. 

Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35- 
50)—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). In 
second week maybe $8,000. First 
week got $10,500. 
Earle (2,000; 25-35)—‘Two Kinds 
of Women’ (Par) and vaude. Off at 
$16,000 or less. Last week ‘Union 
Depot’ (WB) over $17,000. 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 25-35-50)— 
‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox). James Dunn 
on the stage and good at possible 
$25,000. Last week ‘Chan’s Chance’ 
(Fox) about $19,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-75)—‘Speckled Band’ and Tu- 
lane-U.S.C. game. Maybe $7,500. 
Last week ‘Maker of Men’ (Col) 
around $6,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50- 
75)—Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Extra advertising to 
get things back to former steady in- 
take; should make final count $20,- 
000. Last week ‘Reckless Age’ 
(Par) $16,000. 

Rialto — ‘Unexpected Father.’ 
About $6,000. Last week ‘Heaven on 
Earth’ (U) finished around $5,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)— 
‘Prestige’ (Pathe) and vaude. Pos- 
sible $19,500, excellent. Last week 
vaude saved ‘Woman Commands’ 
(Radio) for about $13,000. 


MONTREAL SATISFIED: 
‘ARROWSMITH’ $8,000 


Montreal, Feb. 1. 

Promises of grosses jacking up 
was fulfilled and may continue this 
week. Some pretty nifty pictures 
on the stem. ‘Arrowsmith’ repeats 
after a good week, some nights near 
capacity, and ‘Mata Hari’ at the 
Palace looks like a bet. 

















Distribution Suit Claim 


Delays Herman’s Film 


Hollywood, Feb, 1. 

Al Herman’s latest indie feature, 
‘Love Bound,’ has been temporar- 
ily stalled through a suit brought 
in Los Angeles municipal court by 
David Tannenbaum, local attorney, 
on behalf of Jacques Kopfstein, 
New York siate rights distributor. 

Kopfstein is asking $16,000 on the 
grounds that Herman agreed to dis- 
tribute the feature through him. 
Until the tangie is unraveled the 
picture cannot go to release, 


Theatres still fighting the heavily 
increased amusement tax prospect 
with fair chances of a reduction in 
proposed new scales, Mild weather 
helping everywhere. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 50-$2), 
‘Good Companions’ (legit). May 
gross around $10,000 on book’s popu- 
larity. Last week local operatic so- 
ciety repertoire about cleared ex- 


penses., 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 25), ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G). Big ballyhoo and 


general interest should hold around 
good $14,000. Last week ‘Emma’ 
(M-G) also $14,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Ladies 
of Big House’ (Par) and ‘Smart 





Tacoma Orph—$4,800 


Tacoma, Feb. 1. 


Day and date with the Fifth 
Avenue, Seattle, the Rialto ‘here is 
playing ‘Hell Divers,’ but for five 
days only. Cumulative ad, built 
up in Seattle as well as local news- 
papers, helped publicize this one. 


Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60), 
‘Compromised’ (FN) and vaude. 
Helped by Weaver Bros., last half. 
‘Woman Commands’ (Radio), over 
usual at $4,800. Last week, steady, 
with ‘House Divided’ (U) and 
‘Union Depot’ (FN), $4,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 

35-50), ‘Five Year Plan’ (Ind). State 
righter ballyhooed big as Russian 
situation; $2,600, all right. Last 
week ‘“X Marks Spot’ (Tiff), ight at 
$1,950. 
Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50), 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). For five days; 
‘Secrets of Secretary’ (Par) two 
days, total around $4,000, good. 
Last week ‘Silence’ (Par) and ‘Per- 
sonal Maid’ (Par), near $3,200. 


Frigid Temp Holds 
Minn. Down—‘Emma’ 


Strives for $25,000 


Minneapolis, Feb. 1. 

It is apparent that local show 
houses again are feeling the slump. 
Even outstanding pictures are now 
beginning to experience difficulty. 
Latest dip set in a few weeks ago 
and is still with us. 
As a rule the weeks start briskly 
for strong attractions, but the mid- 
week letdown is sharp. 
With the temperature down to 17 
below this week, Loop amusement 
emporiums have more grief. Three 
pictures copped splendid notices 
from the reviewers, and ‘Emma,’ at 
the Minnesota, is assured of a good 
week. With a break in the cold 
wave ‘Blonde Crazy’ and ‘Lovers 
Courageous’ ought to build, too, for 
a change. 
Pantages is expected to close tem- 
porarily because of lack of product 
and then reopen with ‘Arrowsmith, 
to wind up United Artists’ tenancy. 
House was leased for six months, 
with an option for three additional 
years. The six months expire in 
March, and it’s a pipe cinch that 
U. A. will be glad to quit at that 
time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Emma’ (M-G) and unit. Arthur 
Lake in person and Marie Dressler 
a great favorite here; picture liked, 
and despite bitter weather takings 
should be highly respectable at 
$25,000. Last week ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) around $28,800, fine. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)— 
‘Woman Commands’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Pola Negri out of boxoffice 
running here; house will do well to 
top $8,000, bad. Last week ‘Forbid- 
den’ (Col) and Singer’s Midgets 
around $15,000; that’s good but dis- 
appointing considering attractions 
and splendid exploitation. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—‘Lov- 
ers Courageous’ (M-G). Bob Mont- 
gomery a draw; cold hurting, but 
should build; may get pretty good 
$6,000. Last week ‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ (Par) around $6,400. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)—‘Mich- 
aeland Mary’ (U). Stage play pre- 
sented here by road company and 
stock, and this English production 
without cast names not sufficiently 











strong to lure; $2,500, bad. Last 
week ‘The Struggle’ (UA) about 
$3,000. 


Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Blonde 
Crazy’ (WB). Can better as result 
of critics’ praise and word of mouth; 
about $3,500 indicated, fair. Last 
week ‘Reckless Age’ (Par) around 
$3,600. 

Astor (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Under 
18’ (WB). Good picture for this 
house and remains all week; may 
reach $1,000, pretty good. Last week 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) (second Loop 
run) and ‘Nice Women’ (VU), split, 
to about $900. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘Deli- 
cious’ (Fox). Second Loop run. 
About $1,200 indicated, oke. Last 
week ‘Over the Hill’ (Fox), second 
Loop run, around $900. 





Woman’ (Radio). Good brace that 
should get usual $11,000. Last week 
‘His Woman’ (Par) and ‘Her Maj- 
esty, Love’ (FN) $10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Taxi’ 
(WB) and vaude. House maintain- 
ing hold on fans and won't slip 
much below an okay $13,000. Last 
week ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) had 
good week, $14,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), ‘Ar- 
rowsmith’ (UA) (2d week). Should 
see at least $8,000 on holdover. Last 
week film did an excellent $13,000. 

imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), ‘Safe 
in Hell’ (FN) and ‘Unexpected 
Father’ (U). About average at $2,- 
200. Last week ‘Working Girls’ 
(Par) and ‘Fighting Sheriff’ (Col) 
around $2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (690; 25- 
50), ‘A Tout Coeur’ (French). Fair 
picture; around $2,000. Last week 
‘Un Soir de Rafle’ (French) fair at 





$1,800, 





Par’s $29,000 and ‘Congress’ 5.000. | 





Top Poor Paris List; Clair Film Weak 


$9,300 FOR ‘FRANKENSTEIN’ 


Solid in Louisville—‘No One Man’ 
Weak, Under $9,000 
Louisville, Feb. 1. 

Mechanical robots, teaser posters 
and heavy tie-up exploitation gave 
the Strand a rush on ‘Frankenstein,’ 
with a chance of film being held for 
second week. 

Brown is entering the last 
trenches with a double feature po!l- 
icy and failure at this may end the 
gallant struggle Walter Crosbie has 
made, Fourth Ave. Amusement is 
taking losses on RKO vaude at the 
Rialto and is expected to shift to 
presentations, 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60), Lov- 
ers Courageous’ (M-G). Fair at 
$8,900. Last week ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) did $13,700. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,865; 25- 
35-50), ‘Frankenstein’ (U). Good 
on $9,300. Last week ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox), $6,100. 

Brown (2,214; 15-25-30-40), ‘Smart 
Woman’ and ‘Around World’ (UA). 
Near $6,500, nice. Last week ‘Union 
Depot’ (FN), $6,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,910; 35- 
50), ‘No One Man’ (Par) and vaude. 
Off under $9,000. Last week ‘Taxi’ 
(WB), $9,300. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) 
25-40), ‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox). A 
fair $3,700. Last week ‘Two Kinds 
of Women’ (Par), $4,200. 


(1,100; 15- 


WOMAN’ DIPS SEATTLE 
ORPH TO BAD $7,000 


Seattle, Feb. 1. 

A dozen planes or so, if not the 
50 or 60 announced, lent import to 
the Fifth Avenue at opening of 
‘Hell Divers.’ Cold weather and 
snow is hurting but this film is do- 
ing business. 

‘Negri Talks’ was the line played 
up for ‘Woman Commands’ at the 
Orpheum and the Paramount is up 
with Montgomery in one half of a 
double bill. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 35-60) 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). Oke to reach 
$19,000, fine. Last week ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde’ (Par) slowed up to weak 
$10,100; crowds laughed at wrong 
spots a few times. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60) 
‘Woman Commands’ (Radio) and 
vaude. May be $7,000 and that’s 
bad. Last week ’Heaven on Earth’ 
(U) plus Weaver Bros., $11,900, nice. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (850; 25) 
‘Nice Women’ (U). Going around 
$3,000. Last week ‘Lasca’ (U) $3,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35-50) ‘High Pressure’ (WB). Indi- 
cates $5,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25) ‘Right of Way’ 
(FN). Better at $6,000. Last week 
‘Hard Hombre’ (Shef) and ‘Women 
Go on Forever’ (Tif) satisfied at 


$5,800. 
Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35) 
‘Husbands Holiday’ (Par) and 


‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G). Double 
should reach $6,000. Last week 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox), good at 
$6,800. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35) 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) and ‘Cuban’ 
(M-G) split. Slow at $2,500. Last 
week ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) fair, 
$3,300. 


TOMORROW’ LEADING 
B’KLYN WITH $45,000 


Brooklyn, Feb. 1. 

Nothing exciting over here this 
week. Paramount, with Ruth Chat- 
terton and final week of Russ Co- 
lumbo, is leading the downtown de- 
luxers. Fox is running a light sec- 
ond with ‘Charlie Chan, 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ (Par) 
and stage show. Columbo finishing 
his 10 weeks; picture well received 
by scribes and looks like a good $45,- 
000. Last week very weak with ‘No 
One Man’ (Par), $32,000, low. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65)—‘Charlie 
Chan’ (Fox) and Ruth Etting in per- 
son. Just so-so around $24,000. Last 
week ‘Dance Team’ (Fox) pretty 
gzoo0d, $28,000. 

Albee (3,200; 25-35-50-75)—‘Wom- 
an Commands’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Lopez band and some interest in 
Negri’s comeback; probably around 








$18,000. Last week ‘Panama Flo’ 
(Pathe) $24,000, 

Strand (2,400; 25-35-50) — ‘Taxi’ 
(WB) (2d week). Holding up o. k. 
near $15,000. First week around 
22,700. 


Loew’s Met (3,500; 25-50-65)—'To- 
night or Never’ (UA) and vaude. 
Just fair at $19,000. Last week ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G), fine at $31,500. 


_ 





Paris, Jan. 17, 

Grosses have dropped consider. 
ably, except for the Paramount, 
Practically no new films were ing 
troduced, all being 
two weeks or more, 


holdovers for 
Following are 
approximate grosses for week ende 
ing Jan. 14, 

Estimates 

Paramount (Par) (1,900)—‘Cordon 
'Bleu’ (Par). From last week’s $23,< 
1900 to over $29,000. 
sidering time of year and with film 
a mere programmer, 

Gaumont Palace (G.F.F.A.) (6,« 
000)—‘Bande a Bouboule’ (G.F.F.A.), 
(Fourth week.) A very poor $16,000 
against last week’s $29,000. 

Olympia (Haik) (1,900)—‘Nicole 
et sa Vertu’ (Haik) (second week), 


Very nice con-« 


From a first week bringing $21,000, 
holdover drops to $11,500. Catase 
trophic. 

Marivaux (Natan) (1,200)—‘Apreg 
Amour’ (Natan) (fifth week), 


Loses another $1,000, coming down 
to a weak $4,000. 
Moulin Rouge (Natan) (2,200)— 
‘Roi du Cirage’ (Natan) (eighth 
week). Shot to pieces with less 
than $4,000 against previous week 
of more than double this amount. 


Ermitage Pathe (Natan) (1,200)—-4 
‘A Nous la Liberte’ (Tobis) (fourth 
week). A mere $4,000, losing 30% 
from last week. Bad for Rene Clair, 


Miracles (Bailby) (700) — ‘Con- 
gress Dances’ (Ufa) (tenth week). 
Holding comparatively well with 


near $5,000 against $5,600 last week, 
Aubert Palace (G.F.F.A.) (800)— 
‘City Lights’ (U.A.) (sixth week). 
Flivving with $3,500, and folding. 
Colisee (Haik) (650)—‘Chienne’ 
(Braunberger) (eighth week). Down 
30% from previous week to $2,600. 


BALTO STEADY WITH 
DEPOT’ AROUND $20,000 


Baltimore, Feb. 1. 

Sunday film move advanced seve 
eral pegs last week when the City 
Council passed the liberal Sunday 
ordinance. Mayor Jackson set Feb, 
10 as the date when he will hear the 
protest of the Lord’s Day Alliance, 
Also the Motion Picture Theatre 


Owners of Maryland feud flared up 
again last week when J. Louis Rome, 
who recently took over the Rivoli, 
resigned, taking his five nabe houses 
with him. Rome is said to have 
taken the stand that if his buying 
of Metro product made him inelig- 
ible to be a member of the board of 
directors, he is consequently not 
eligible to membership. 

Biz continues satisfactory here 
with vaude competition on combo 
bills as the trend of the season. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA), ‘Lovers 
Courageous’ (M-G) (3,200; 25-60). 
Looks good and should see $23,000. 
Last week ‘No One Man’ (Par) 
slipped to $17,500, not good. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall), 
‘Union Depot’ (WB) (3,600; 25-60). 
Well advanced and around $20,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Hell Divers’ (Me 
G) finished to $26,500, fine. 

Valencia (Loew-UA), ‘Ladies of 
Big House’ (Par) (1,200; 25-35). 
Say a fair average of $2,900. Last 
week ‘Emma’ (M-G) a good $4,100. 

Parkway (Loew-UA), ‘Ladies of 
Big House’ (Par) (1,000; 25-35). A 





pretty fair $4,100. Last week 
‘Emma’ (M-G) did well on $5,600. 
Hipp (Rappaport), ‘Heaven on 
Earth’ and vaude (2,500; 25-50). 
Weber and Fields topping stage; 
should get $16,000. Last week 


‘Fanny Foley’ (Radio) went to big 
money with Duke Ellington the 
main push to $17,500. 

New (Mechanic), ‘Silent Witness’ 


(1,800; 25-50). Maybe pretty good 
$7,200. Last week ‘Chan’s Chances’ 


(Fox) a nice $8,000. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers), ‘Manhate- 
tan Parade’ (2,500; 25-50). Possibly 
a good $8,500. Last week ‘Taxi’ 
(WB) $9,000. 


Rivoli (Rome), ‘Speckled Band’ 
(1,800; 25-40). Detective film should 
draw $5,500. Last week ‘Around 


World’ (UA) a pretty fair $5,200. 





SHORES AS HEAD CASTER 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Radio has been making shifts in 
its casting department with Lynn 
Shores, formerly an assistant di- 
rector, going in as casting director. 
Rex Bailey, who formerly held 
down that job, gets the newly 
created position of business mai 
ager of the casting depa~-~seeé 
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B&k’s 15th Birthday Show and 
‘No One Man’ Moderate, $40,000: 





‘Panama, Only One Week, $12,000 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Winter suddenly hit town and 
trade stiffens in the chill. Run 


Houses are all slowing 
wait for newer product. 

B. & K.’s anniversary celebration 
is gathering plenty of newspaper 


up as they 


space. Focal point of the festival, 
at the big Chicago, will give that 
house the lead of the loop by a 


healthy margin. Stage show is get- 


ting top plugging through all ads, 
evidencing that the office has not 


too much faith in the flicker, ‘No 
One Man.’ However, little competi- 
tion elsewhere. 

Three theatres are in the final 
stages of current runs and will 
change films this week. McVickers, 
State-Lake and Roosevelt take new 
product Wednesday or Thursday. 
United Artists is the only arena 
continuing with its present feature 
‘Mata Hari,’ now in its third week. 

Battle for second place this week 
fs on between the Oriental and the 
Palace. ‘Taxi’ is getting an eight- 
day stay at the Oriental, ‘High 
Pressure’ having been dropped a 
day ahead of schedule when it 
started badly and became worse. 
The Cagney reels are doing com- 
fortably but are not likely to hit 
over a fair $25,000 for the pro- 
longed stay. 

Palace will probably be around 
the same figure, heart warming for 
this smaller seater. ‘Local Boy 
Makes Good’ is this theatre’s film 
plus its vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix-B.&K.) (4,000; 
80-75-85), ‘No One Man’ (Par) and 
gtage show. Anniversary splurging 
on stage show and ads holding reg- 
ister to pretty fair $40,000. Last 
week ‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) 
and special stage version of ‘Vaga- 
bond King,’ with Dennis’ King, 
$38,900. 

McVickers (Publix-B.&K.) (2,200; 


60-75-85), ‘Emma’ (M-G). Three 
weeks for Marie Dressler; started 


fore slowly than expected but 
built; near $13,000 now. Last week 
nabbed oke $21,100. ‘Hell Divers’ 


«M-G) slides in Thursday (4). 

Oriental (Publix-B.&K.) (3,200; 
60-75-85), ‘Taxi’ (WB) and stage 
show. Kight days presages just 
moderate $25,000. Last week ‘High 
Pressure’ (WB) didn’t get started 
and out after six poor days to 
$18,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85), 
‘Local Boy’ (FN) and vaude. Cur- 
Tently on way to weighty $25,000. 
Last week ‘Big Shot’ (Pathe) played 
also-ran to Paul Whiteman on plat- 
form; didn't come through with ex- 
pected five shows a day, and for 
regular turnover was a neat winner 
at $28,300. 

_ Roosevelt (Publix-B.&K.) (1,500; 
60-75-85), ‘Union Depot’ (WB). 
Couple of weeks for this one; not 


higher than $9,500. Opening session 
dragged somewhat at $17,500. 
‘Hatchet Man’ (WB) in Wednes- 
day (3). 


State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85), ‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe). Another 
discouraging one-weeker-and-cut; 
not likely to go higher than un- 
Satisfactory $12,000. Last week 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) very anemic at 


$10,300. ‘Murders in the Rue 
Morgue’ (U) Wednesday (3). 
United Artists (Publix-UA) 


(1,700; 50-75-85), ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). 
Four weeks the goal here; currently 
looks capable of holding ballast to 
$17,000. Last week, second, to $26,- 
200. ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) on its toes. 


Moderate Trade in K. C.; 
Prestige’ Chasing $17,000 


Kansas City, Feb. 1. 

After one of the poorest weeks of 
the winter the downtown first run- 
ners came near swamping the 
papers with extra advertising for 
the current crop of flickers, and are 
trusting to recoup some of the 
oSses. But trade only looks fair. 

Several of the houses are continu- 
ing their midnight shows and the 

Ptown big first run residential, is 
Playing up its ‘encore’ shows, each 
Saturday night showing a picture 
that was an outstanding hit a year 
or so ago. Idea is making a hit with 
the stay-up-late crowd. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G). Will be 
fair around $15,500. Last week a 
disappointment as ‘Tonight or 
carer (UA) failed to impress, $14,- 








Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 

restige’ (Pathe) and vaude. Seems 
Just so-so near $17,000. Last week 
Woman Commands’ (Radio) not so 
hot, $16,000. 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—‘Union 
Jepot (WB). Unusually strong | 
campaign; close to $10,000. Last | 





Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and stage 
| show. Tetrazinni on stage and| 
about $21,000, moderate. Last wee] 
‘High Pressure’ (WB) and anni- 
| versary show, $26,700. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50) 
‘Reckless Age’ (Par). Scaied to 





‘DIVERS’ DENVER HOWL | 
$18,000 at Paramount’s Curtails 
Other Houses 

Den\ er, Feb. 1. | 
Paramount may break its house]. 


record this week and will at least} 
so $18,000 on ‘Hell Divers.’ Film| 
may be held over a second week. | 
Other houses are down. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 


75)—Nice Women’ (U). Fair at 
$5,000. Last week ‘Chan’s Chance’ 
(Fox) closed with a fine $7,000. 
Denver (Publix) (2,300; 35-40-65) 
—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) and unit. 
Fair enough on $14,000. Last week | 
' 
| 





‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) let house 
down below average, $14,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000: 25-85- 
50)—‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). At least 
a big $18,000 and possible holdover. 
Last week ‘Corsair’ (UA) $6,100. 

Rialto (Huffman) (1,000: 20-30- 
40)—‘Delicious’ (Fox). Moderate 
$3.000. Last week ‘3 Wise Girls’ 
(Col) $3,500. 

Tabor (Huffman) (1,900; 25-35-50) 
—Guilty Generation’ (Col). Poor 
with $6,500. Last week ‘Under ei 





(WB) only fair, $8,500. 


Newark Oeiet—Pradtan’s | 
Is Best Around $23,000 


Newark, Feb. 1, 

The Mosque has given its two 
weeks’ notice and there is trouble 
about hours with the musicians. 
However, the house will go ahead if 
it can straighten out its union dif- 
ficulties. It hasn’t. hit its stride 
yet but has a chance. 

‘Tonight or Never’ is 
week, as is Thurston at 
Nothing much elsewhere. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and F-M unit. 
Ought to be close to $15,000. Last 
week ‘Union Depot’ (FN), fair at 
$14,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 
‘Ladies of Big House’ 
‘Flying High’ (M-G). Should go 
over good $5,000. Last week ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G) and ‘The Phantom,’ 
$5,000. 

Cariton (Ufa) (436; 
ckel’ (Ufa). Not expected to get 
over $800. Last week ‘Nie Wieder 
Liebe’ (Ufa), did not reach $800. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50), ‘Der 
Hampelmann’ (Terra). House out 
of receivership again with new 





big this 
Proctor’s. 


15-25-35), 
(Par) and 


25-35), ‘Das 


blood and name; about $1,100. Last 
week ‘Elisabeth von Osterreich’ 


(Tobis) surprised with fine $1,800. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50), ‘To- 
night or Never’ (UA) and vaude. 
Good for neat $18,000. Last week 
Jean Harlow, .in person, pulled 
‘Cuban Love Song’ (M-G) to nearly 
$22,000. 

Mosque (WB) 
50), ‘Nice Women’ (U) and vaude. 
Joe Penner, in person, and good 
bill should pull weak film to $9,000. 
Last week ‘Makers of Men’ (Col) 
bad at $7,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60), ‘No One Man’ (Par) and 
vaude. Near $12,000 will tell the 
sad story here. Last week ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par), about $18,000, 
okay. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 


(3,281; 20-30-35- 


60), ‘Secret Service’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Thurston, with usual heavy 
publicity, doing five shows and 


probably great $23,000. Last week 
‘Street Singer,’ from radio, did not 
pull as expected; over $15,000, just 


fair. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15- 
25), ‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Air 
Eagles’ (Big Prod), with ‘House 
Divided’ (U) and ‘Sally of Sub- 
way’ (Syndicate), on split. Kids, 
barred at previous showing, flock- 
ing to ‘Frank’; better at $4,400. 
Last week ‘Delicious’ (Fox) and 
‘Mystery Train’ (Hollywood), with 
‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB) and 
‘Dead Line’ (Col), split, unex- 
pectedly pleased with over $4,700. 


| around $13,000. 


| Reno’ 


1 33-50) 











‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par) 
create much interest, 


week 
failed to 
$8,000. 
Liberty 
(WRB) and | 
Looked like a lot of show for two- 
bits; probably around $5,000. Last | 


— ‘Taxi’ 
Fe.’ 


25-35) 


Santa 


(1,000; 
‘South of 


week ‘Chang’s Chance’ (fox) and} 
‘Sunset Trail, $4,500. 

Pantages (2,200; 20-35)—‘Men in 
Her Life’ and ‘Around World’ (UA). | 


Going to take time to get tide 
turned to this house after months | 
of darkness; maybe $7,000. Last 
week ‘3 Wise Girls’ (Col) $8,200. | 

Apollo (1,100; 35)—‘Two Hearts | 


in Waltz Time.’ Likely near $2,500. | 
Last week ‘Ten Year Plan,’ $2,000. | 


| Auditorium 


BUFFALO LEVELS 


$21,000 in ‘Dance Team’ and Tetra- 
zinni—Hyde’ $18,000 


— ee 





Buffalo, Feb, 1. 
Grosses are holding up well, with 
the Buffalo appearing to be the cur- 
rent leader with ‘Dance Team’ and 
Tetrazinni. 


Estimates for This Week 


Last week ‘Peach o’ 
(Radio) over $13,600. 
_Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25 


40-7 


—Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). 
Looks okay around $18,000. Last 
week ‘Emma’ (M-G) tip top at 
$24,500. 


Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox). Indicates 
about $7,000. Last week ‘Corsair’ 
(UA) $8,700. 


Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)—"Tip- | 


off’ (Pathe). 
help to $9,000. 
Family’ slow at $6,500. 


Excellent start may 


PENN-STANLEY 


BOTH RUNNING 
FOR $27,000 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 

Mild grosses all long the line this 
week unless startling reversals oc- 
cur. Looks an even race between 
the Penn and Stanley, both with 
stage name attractions. Penn has 
Alice White with ‘Lovers Courage- 
ous’ and Chic Sale is at the Stanley 
with ‘Taxi’ for around $27,000 at 
each house. 

Week's surprise is ‘Flying High,’ 
at Fulton, which shows signs of 
developing into an excellent $8,750. 
3ert Lahr unknown to film audi- 
ences but special Sunday nite pre- 
view, four days before opening, 
drew a mob and word of mouth got 
around. 

Enright, in East Liberty, had its 
best session in some time last week 


with Dick Powell, back at his 
stamping grounds for week, on 


stage and ‘Deceiver’ and ‘Delicious’ 
on screen, 
Estimates for This Week 

Davis—(WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 
50) ‘8 Wise Girls’ (Col). House 
sticking around $3,000 weekly with- 
out much change irrespective of 
picture. Last week ‘Deceiver’ (Col) 
near $2,900. 

Fulton—(Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50) ‘Flying High’ (M-G). 
Musical looks like swell $8,750. Last 


week ‘West of Broadway’ (M-G) 
about $6,800. 
Harris—(WB) (1,800; 10-15-25- 


40) ‘X Marks Spot’ (Tiff) and vaude. 
Opening a bit off but looks $4,400, 
slightly below average. Last week 
‘Makers of Men’ (Col) around $4,600. 


Penn—(Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75) ‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) 
and Alice White in person. Picking 


up for nice $27,000. Last week ‘To- 
night or Never’ (UA) pretty dis- 
appointing, $21,000. 

Stanley—(WB) (3,600; 25-35-60) 
‘Taxi’ (WB) and Chic Sale in per- 
son. Opened poorly but signs of 
picking up on swell notices; should 
approximate $27,000; Cagney is in- 
creasing b. o. pull quite evident. 
Last week ‘Union Depot’ (WB) and 
Bradna’s circus good at slightly 
under $31,000. 

Warner—(WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Safe in Hell’ (FN). Will be lucky to 
get light $8,500. Last week ‘Peach 0’ 
Reno’ (Radio) about $8,700. 


NO EXCITEMENT AROUND 
PLAND—$7,000 LEADS 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 1. 

Pig winter sports carnival on 
Mount Hood drew 15,000 from town 
Sunday, slapping the b. o.’s badly. 
Event is first of its kind here. 

Fox-Portland, Inc., opened the 
Rialto, dark several weeks after be- 
ing closed by Fox West Coast. 
House clicked for a fair $2,000 its 
first week, and should pick up 
stronger biz. 





| 
‘Emma’ broke the burg’s short run 


jinx by going into a fourth week at 
the United Artists. This is first time 
in years any picture has held beyond 
third week. 

Two legits for opposish. Abbey 
Theatre Players, of Dublin, at the 
and Stratford-on-Avon 
troupe at the Dufwin for three days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60) 
‘Woman Commands’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Weak for $7,000. Last week 
‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) $6,900. 

Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,009; 
25-60)—"No One Man’ (Par) and 


Last week ‘Honor of | 


-|third week 








‘Tomorrow, Heading for $75,000 
At Par., May Holdover; ‘Pressure 
Also B'way Sparkler on $33,000 


se igienaidaieniaiaitap oti + eudiiaiaeal 
; ; 

| ‘ 
| TOO MUCH RAIN | Faramount and Strand are th‘e 
. iweek’s leaders Considerable en- 
Hurts Birmingham—‘Divers’ $11,000 | COUTasement came with arrival of 
j and ‘Flo’ $4,300 }; winter weather, though it was 

iD really too ccld for solid trade 


Birmingham, Feb. 1. 


cent increase in milkman’s matinee 
|today (1), making the price before 
' 





Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 35-60), 

Hell Divers’ (M-G) and vaude. 
| Good at $11,000. Last week ‘Jekyll 
; 


and Hyde’ (Par), moderate, $10,000. 


Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40), ‘Pa- 
inama Flo’ (Pathe). Just another 
bill and nothing exciting, $4,300. 


| Last week ‘Men of Chance’ (Radio) 
and ‘Unexpected Father,’ split, one 
of lightest weeks in sometime, 
$3,800. 
Empire 


(BTAC) (1,100; 25-50), 
‘Reckless Age’ (Par). Fair on 
$4,200. Last week ‘Husbands Holi- 
day’ (Par), $4,300. 


Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40), 
‘Surrender’ (Fox). Better than 
usual, $3,250. Last week ‘The 


Guardsman’ (M-G) about $3,000. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25), ‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox) and ‘Sidewalks of New 
York’ (M-G), split. With serial 
helping, $1,000. Jast week ‘Work- 
ing Girls’ (Par) and ‘Lasca’ (VU), 
moderate $900. 


Vaude Battle Dominates 











Providence, Feb. 1. 


beginning to feel the vaudeville bat- 
tle between the Albee and Fay’s. 
Variety houses are doing all right, 
with the Albee in the lead. Since its 
return to acts a week ago the Albee 
has been spending plenty on bally- 
hoo, with Fay’s almost doubling its 
daily newspaper spreads. 

The Majestic with double features 
and Loew’s with ‘Courageous Lov- 


ers’ will be the leaders in the 
straight film field. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75)— 
‘Courageous Lovers’ (M-G). No 
question vaude flare-up is hurting; 
only thing that will put this one 
over is word-of-mouth; maybe fair 
$16,000. Last week ‘Tonight or 
Never’ (UA) slightly over $9,500, 
bad. 

RKO Albee (2,000; 15-60)—‘Pres- 
tige’ (Pathe) and vaude. Six acts, 
boost of 10 cents in top prices and 
crowding four-a-day; should be in 
neighborhood of $11,500, fair. Last 
week ‘Forbidden’ (Col) and first 
week of vaude skyrocketed house to 
$16,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 
‘Women from Monte Carlo’ (WB) 
and ‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB). 
Clicking smoothly, but not what it 
should be; probably $9,000. Last 
week ‘Union Depot’ (FN) and U. 8. 
C.-Tulane special, slowed to $9,500. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—Night Beat’ 
and vaude. Five acts here; house 
will have to depend on stage show 
to pull this one out; around $6,500. 


15-50)— 


Last week ‘Chan's Chance’ (Fox) 
coke at $7,500. 
Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘No 


One Man’ (Par). Small week; noth- 
ing in this one to boost over $6,500. 
Last week ‘Reckless Age’ (Par) and 
U.S.C.-Notre Dame; football fans 
helped to $7,800. 

RKO Victory 
‘Maker of Men’ 
pected Father’ 
latter feature; unless it slows up, 
house should touch $5,200. Last 
week ‘Morals for Women’ and ‘The 
Deceiver,’ around $2,800. 


(1,600; 
(Col) 
(U). 


10-35)— 
and ‘Unex- 
Ballyhoo on 








unit Poor with $6,500. Last week 
‘Courage’ (M-G) fair, $7,000. 
| Broadway (lox-Portland) (2,000; 
| 25-60)—‘Tomorrow’ (Par). Getting 
|}okay results, $6,900. Last week 
‘Guardsman’ (M-G) and Tulane- 
USC football game, only $4,500. 
United Artists (Fox-Portland) (1,- 
000; 25-69)—‘Emma’ (M-G). In 
week and getting okay $2,500; 
$4,000, was 
| second $5,500 and first $10,500. 
| Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
| 35) ‘High Pressure’ (WB). 
Last week ‘Union 


fourt} 


| $4,506. 


Depot 
| (FN), $4,000. 


Prov.—Albee $11,500 


The straight picture houses are 


as good as 


Fair on | 


Paramount is getting its first real 


| break of the new year. Ambling 


| Goofy weather hurting business. | long to swell chances for $75,000 

Eight consecutive days of rain killed | “ ith “Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ 

everything in sight last week ana | (Par). Picture and show, including 
Py = sig. : ’ Lil Tashman, may hold a second 

indications are of poor weather this | week. Unusual here. 

week. Strand is the next best performer, 
Alabama has announced a 10- |S ‘High Pressure’ looks to drag in 


} around $33,000, which cinches a sec- 
jond week. 
j ‘The 


indicates around 


ctures will in- 
Broadway zone during 
| current week. goth Publix runs 
get new ones, ‘Greeks Had a Word 
for Them’ (UA) lighting at the Ri- 


A batch of new pi 
vade the 


Champ’ 
1 p. m. 35 cents. Too many folks j $60,000 on its second week at the 
- ‘ re | Capitol 
were rushing to the early shows. | ©2P!t0l. 
‘ a Te , , -oxv oh ‘Rainbow 
Increase is helping the other houses | a While the a ie * sonar 
| with lower scales. dag and Clar . > _McCu pe 
. . on he stace, Pprovadi ities are 1€ 
Estimates for This Week Sena for $55.000 at best. 
{ 


alto Thursday (4) and ‘Arrow- 
smith,’ after eight weeks at the 
Gaiety, at the Rivoli Thursday 


night (4). Warners 
‘Hatchet Man’ 
den tomorrow 
ending a three weeks’ 
‘Union Depot’. 

Mayfair and ‘Woman Commands’ 
are tabbed at meager $17,500, fol- 
lowing a big premiere ballyhoo with 
the Mayor attending. 

Next Wednesday (10) WB makes 
a try at $2 at the Warner again 
with George Arliss’ ‘Man Who 
Played God’. Criterion just fair with 
‘Man I Killed’ at the $2 scale. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2) ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (6th week). Just stalling for 
replacement now; ‘Arsene Lupin’ 
(M-G) under consideration. 


is bringing in 
at the Winter Gar- 
night (Wednesday), 
run. for 





Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50) ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G) (2nd week) and 
stage show. On first week at 
|}over $70,000, isn’t expected to dir 
much below $50,000 on second; 
strictly okay; previously at Astor. 

Criterion (886; $1-$1.50) ‘Man ] 
Killed’ (Par) (2nd week). Isn't 
pulling as strongly as was hoped 
but doing fairly. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85) ‘To- 
morrow and Tomorrow’ (Par) and 
stage show. Galloping full speed 


for possible $80,000, and may hold- 
over; Lil Tashman on stage. Last 
week ‘No One Man’ (Par) held 
house to $53,600, moderate. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85) ‘Cock of 
the Air’ (UA), Out tomorrow night 
(Wednesday) after ll-days’ stay; 
poor first week of $16,000. ‘Greeks 
(UA) incoming exhibit. 


Mayfair (2,200; 35 - 65 - 85 - $1) 
‘Woman Commands’ (Radio). In- 
dicates but $17,500, despite hurrah 
send off. Last week ‘Panama Flo’ 
(Pathe), $12,500, bad. : 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) ‘Jekyl 
and Hyde’ (Par) (5th week). Out 


on final week 
‘Arrowsmith 


Thursday night (4); 
of good run, $18,000. 


(UA) succeeds after eight weeks 
run at Gaiety. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50) ‘Rain- 
bow Trail’ (Fox) and stage show 


Broadway seldom kind to westerns; 
not much hope of over $55,000 top 
Last week ‘Chan's Chance’ (lox) 
Only $58,000, disappointing. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1) ‘Higt 
Pressure’ (WB). Shooting for a 
pretty $33,000, and holds. Last week 
third of ‘Taxi’ (WEB), $26,409, very 
good. 

Warners (1,100; 25 - 35 - 50 - 75) 
‘Taxi’ (WB). On second run im- 
mediately after Strand showing; 
Cagney item may garner around 
$12,000 here, very nice. Fourth and 
last week of ‘Safe in Hell’ (FN), 
$5,900. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85~- 
$1) ‘Union Depot’ (FN) (3rd week). 
Final six days will mean around 
$18,000. ‘Hatchet Man’ (FN) moves 
in for run tomorrow night (Wednes- 
day). Second week of ‘Depot’ $27, 
200, passable. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan 
‘Das Ekel’ (Ufa). At $2,200 ordi- 
nary. Last week, second of ‘Nie 
Wieder Liebe’ (Ufa), about $2,000, 


(1,130; 50-75) 


Indie Guild Will Handle 
Finer Points with Distribs 


An organization within an organ- 
ization to handle delicate points in 
relations between an exhibitor and 
a distributor. This is described as 





;the relation of the Theatre Owners 
| Guild of New York, recently formed, 
| to the Theatre Owners Chamber of 
|; Commerce, 

Some 200 circuit theatres are 
| represented in the Guild, all of 
|} which are members ef the TOCC, 
j\latter now having a roster of 
around 450 houses in Greater New 
| York. 
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. Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


as long a# tends hang‘imck. Answer 
of the question that they do, despite 
all logic, probably lies in two direc- 
tions. One is that Wall Street is 
still building up the conception that 
‘a moderate degree of inflation’ may 
work a cure of depression: and the 





other is that professional! traders 
are working in the film issues, hop- 
ing to catch a sleeping short ac- 


count, upon which it can maneuver 
@ run in, 
The Street is 


undeniably bearish 


and the outside trading element is 
almost unanimously so, but the fact | 
is that the short side just now is} 
practically as dangerous for dab- | 


blers as the long. 


Selling Dangerous 

At present prices the amusements 
do not recommend themselves as a 
sale (although there is much to be 
said for probable still lower prices), 
for the reason that they are too 
easy to manipulate. Consensus is 
altogether bearish and the group | 
lends itself to a short position with | 
| 

} 





weak amateur bears committed. 
That was true ten days ago after 
announcement of Sidney Kent's | 
resignation. Nevertheless, the stock | 
last week actually gained a fraction. | 
If a trader had sold 100 shares | 
short at last week’s top and cov- 
ered at the Saturday close, for ex- 
ample, he would have exactly broken 
even on commission and tax. Dur- 
ing any point in the transaction, a 
downtown clique could have staged 
a demonstration and frightened the 
little bear out at 11, say, which 
would have meant a net loss of 
about $115. Playing this kind of 
a market either way is too much 
like bucking a roulette wheel with 


four 0's. The moves are too nar- 
row and the kitty eats the 
player up. 

The situation at  yesterday’s 


opening is a case in point. All last 
week the rails sold off, that being 
one point in the bearish outlook: 
since declining carriers confirmed 
the signals of down-drifting indus- 
trials. Reason for selling was 
ascribed to delays in the Chicago 
wage reduction conference, which 
in some spots was pictured as being 
at a deadlock. From Wednesday 
on probably there was a major ex- 
pansion in the railroad short ac- 
count. What happened was that 
Saturday night the news came from 
the council room that roads and 
unions were entirely in agreement 
and on Sunday contracts were 
signed, calling for a 10% voluntary 
cut in pay, meaning a net operat- 


ing gain for the roads of $225,- 
000,000. 
Changed Picture 
With yesterday’s opening the 


Bhorts of Saturday were in a spot. 
The picture had changed overnight. 
Whatever the ultimate effect is go- 
ing to be on the carriers, the un- 





expected wage development gave 
Street operators a_ perfect op- 
portunity to run ia shorts. One 


way would be to shoot the railroad 
bonds up to throw a scare into the 
bear party and send them into a 
scramble and in a mild way that’s 
what happened. 

The same thing could be worked 
on several of the amusement issues, 
for it has been demonstrated that 
they can be strong—armed upward, 
irrespective of their basic situ- 
ations, 

These things are technical market 
considerations entirely. Analysis of 
several of the amusements indicates 
lower prices. For example, the bull 
cliaue in RKO seems to have retired 
for the time being. In this connec- 
tion, it was pretty generally under- 
étood at the time that RCA would 
get the money for the RKO deben- 
ture flotation from General Electric, 


went through sponsors for the whole 
electric group tried to sell the idea 
that RCA had executed a coup. One 
of the weakest issues on the whole 
board last week was General Elec- 
tric, which broke into new low 
ground for years, touching 19% and 
ending the week at 19%. 

Recently a demonstration was 
stagec in the RKO debentures, 
which touched a top of 106 in Curb 
trading (before the issue went to 
the Stock Exchange bond list). It is 
likely that RCA took up around 80% 


of debentures, the amount unsub- 
scribed by former stockholders. All 
it meeded was 51% of the bonds 


(which have attached stock certifi- 


| cates), and it would be good policy 


for RCA to make a market for its 
surplus not essential for control, 
and, if there was anything in the 
performance of General Electric, the 
allies could use the money. 


Loew for the second week broke 
through a resistance point, although 
it finished net fractionally up. It 
was reported downtown that the 
market was almost bare of bids in 


| this issue, but on the other hand no 


volume of stock was being urgently 
pressed for sale. The result was 
an almost unprecedented turnover 
of only £00 shares Saturday. 

Volume in all the amusements 
was at low level for months, as in- 
deed, was true of the whole mar- 
ket. Little stock was being dumped, 
but the urge to buy was absent, in 
bonds as well as stocks. Sponsors 
for the active shares apparently 
were willing to give support to the 
extent of taking up what minor 
offerings came on the market. 
Whole situation seemed to represent 
a waiting attitude on both sides as 
though something momentous im- 
pended. 


War News No Influence 


Certainly that event was not in- 
herent in the Far Eastern war mess, 
for downtown couldn’t agree wheth- 
er the news from that quarter was 
bullish or bearish. There was a 
feeble stir among the one-time war 
brides and wheat was substan- 
tially up. But the stir was very 
feeble, and the suspicion was pret- 
ty generally held that influences 
working in the grains were largely 
technical and within the market it- 
self, coupled with the weather map. 

At least none of the amusements 
went into new low ground, although 
Consolidated Film Industries com- 
mon made a double bottom for 1931- 
32 at 3% and the preferred, which 
still pays its $2 dividend rate, broke 
through 10 for the first time. 

Week closed with i..ost of the 
amusements at the bottom on the 
move, and the Dow Jones index was 
at a new bottom since the January 
peak at 76.19 compared with the 
bear market low around 70, not far 
away, 

One interesting development was 
sudden activity in Columbia Pic- 
tures, Stories were circulated that 
the company was well situated for 
expansion into an important place 
in the industry, but the almost sta- 
tionary price level suggested that 
the market administration of the 
unit was changing front. For a year 
the stock has moved at a rate of a 
few hundred shares a week. Some- 
times neither issue came out on the 
tape at all. Last week the volume 
in the old stock was 900 shares, 
while the voting certificates sold 
2.400 shares, equivalent to months 
of dealings last year. 

It was suspected that stock’s 
sponsors were putting on a show of 
activity, perhaps to help in obtain- 
ing a listing on the Big Board, 
which already is cluttered up with 
inactive stocks and doesn’t want 
any more to hamper its machinery 





and when the refinancing scheme 


without bringing in business. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Jan. 30: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 
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Tomorrow Is $20,000 
Prospect—indianapolis 


Indianapolis, Feb. 1. 

Cold weather is cutting in this 
week. However, good fare at all 
houses is expected to bring the pa- 
trons out. 

Loew’s Palace getting more than 
its share because it has Beery and 
Gable and used plenty of ad space 
for ‘Hell Divers.’ Circle has ‘Men of 


Chance’ and Tulane-So. Cal. football 
game. This is an effort to pull some 
from the Apollo, where “The Man 
Everybody Knew’ Pathe’s Rockne 
feature, is being shown along with 
‘High Pressure.’ 

Indiana management is now sell- 
ing combo ticket to theatre and roof 
dance palace for 65 cents. ‘False 
Madonna,’ a first run picture, is be- 
ing shown at the Zaring, a nabe. 


Estimates for This Week 


Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ (Par). 
Chatterton pull and good exploita- 
tion expected to reach $20,000; Les- 
ter Huff, well-known organist in 
these parts, is back; picture being 
exploited as adult entertainment. 
Last week ‘Union Depot’ (FN) 
reached $21,000. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Men of Chance’ (RKO) and Tulane- 
So. Cal. football feature. May get 
$7,000, good for this house. Last 
week ‘3 Wise Girls’ (Col) flopped 
and management brought in ‘Der 
Liebes Express’ (German) for two 
days’ showing; foreign film brought 
good patronage. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). Ex- 
pected to bring. $10,000, all right. 
Last week ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) 
brought $9,000. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50) —‘High Pressure’ (WB). Near 
$6,500, good at this place for Powell! 





fans. Last week ‘Dane Team’ 
(Fox) pulled them for $7,500. 

Lyric (vaudfilm) (Fourth Ave.) 
(2,600; 25-35-50) —‘Suicide Fleet’ 


(Radio) may beat $9,000. Last week 
‘Chans Chance’ (Fox) about $9,000. 


BOSTON IS DULL 


$17,500 for ‘Prestige,’ and ‘No One 
Man’ $33,000 





Boston, Feb. 1. 
With the picture houses present- 
ing very little in the way of draws, 
not much excitement anywhere this 
week. 


Last week saw Kiki Roberts pack 
them, with the Hearst organization 
giving her a fine publicity break. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75)—‘No 
One Man’ (Par). Won’t be much 
at around $33,000. Last week ‘High 
Pressure’ (WB) led town with $39,- 
900, okay. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-65)—‘Pres- 
tige’ (Pathe). Ann Harding near 
$17,500, fair. Last week ‘Woman 
Commands’ (Radio) very bad, $9,500. 

Keith-Boston (4,000; 35-50)—'The 
Menace’ (Col) and vaude. Should 
have fair week at about $16,000. 
Last week Helen Kane and ‘Big 
Shot’ (Pathe) $19,900. 

Scollay (Publix) 
‘High Pressure’ (WB). Back to 
usual $11,500. Last week ‘Safe in 
Hell’ (FN) and Kiki Roberts big at 
$16,000. 

Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60)—'Taxi’ 
(WB). Should do around $10,000, 
fine. Last week ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox) a good $8,000. 

Uptown (2,200; 35-50-60) —Taxi’ 
(WB). Companion house to Olym- 
pia about fair $8,000. Last week 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) usual $7,500, 


(vaudfilm)— 


g State (4,000; 25-35-60)—‘Lovers 
ourageous’ (M-G). Ma 
mild $15,000. Last week Y oem 


(MG) had excellent $26,100. 





Incornerations 





New York 
Albany, N. Y., Feb. 1 
Adrian Amusement Co., Inc anha 
tan, theatrical, $20,000. > Rhy Seeamae- 
F. Z. Corporation, New York Co , the- 
atrical productions, amusements 100 
shares no par, / 
Royal Zenith Sound Projecto,s I 
Manhattan, photographic St were 250 


2,250 

shares. 

Ambassador Play Co + Mank 
theatrical, 100 shares og were 

Home and Commercial Talkies, Inc., 
Manhattan, theatrical business 200 
— no par value. ; 

elrose Theatre Corp., B - 
atrical, $20,000. es — 

Roosevelt Theatre, Inc., N 
theatrical, $20,000. ” ; _ 

Polish Film Corp., Manhattan, pic- 


ture business, $20,000. 


Coney Island Hippodrome, Inc., Brook- 
lyn, theatrical enterprises, $5,000. 


a, Ime., Manhattan, theatrical 
100 shares no par value. 
California 


Sacramento, Feb. 1. 

Westland Theatres Corp., County of 
Los Angeles, 1,000 shares, none sub- 
scribed. D. C. Davis, R. N. Nickels, L. 
A. Lamdan. 

The Nook, Ltd., (circulating library), 
County of Los Angeles, capital stock 2,- 
500 shares, $30 subscribed. Julia A. Mc- 
Avoy, May McAvoy Cleary, M. A. Kain. 

La Mesa Theatre Co., (candy and 
drink concessions), County of Los An- 
geles, capital stock 2,600 shares, none 
subscribed. Harry Goldfarb, Sarah 





Goldfarb, Helen B. Goldfarb. 








S’Too Cold 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 

Weather so cold here last 
week that Paramount was 
forced to burn smudge pots 
around locations at its ranch 
to prevent the shrubbery al- 
ready photographed, in ‘The 
Broken Wing,’ from becoming 
frost-bitten. 

Locale of ‘Wing’ is outdoors 
and the temperature is making 
work difficult. 





, 











NEW HAVEN NORMAL 


Sherman Cuts to 6 Acts; But $12,500 
Oke—Poli’s $15,000 Nice 


New Haven, Feb. 1. 

On sixth week of vaude policy 
Roger Sherman cuts from eight to 
six acts with no falling off in trade. 

Last week picture houses felt 
effect of ‘Strange Interlude’ at the 
Shubert as legit offered two for 
ones. This Friday (5) Paramount 
brings Lina Basquette in as com- 
petish to Ruth Etting previously set 
for the Poli. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65) 
‘Reckless Age’ and unit. Louis Arm- 
strong band on stage and $13,000, 
moderate, Last week ‘Two Kinds 
of Women’ (Par) $9,500, poor. 

Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65) ‘Emma (M- 
G) and vaude. Bringing them in to 
tune of good $15,000. Last week 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) got heavy $18,- 
000. 

Roger Sherman (WE) (2,200; 65) 





‘Forbidden’ (Col) and vaude. Prob- 
ably good for $13,000. Last week 
‘Union Depot’ (WB) just passed 
with $10,500. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50) ‘Dis- 
honorable’ (U). Looks like satis- 
factory $4,700. Last week ‘3 Wise 


Girls’ built to okay $4,800. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) ‘Way Back 
Home’ (Radio) and ‘House Divided.’ 
Headed for mild $3,800. Last week 
‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) and ‘Big 
Shot’ (Pathe) a fair $4,000. 


Fox N. E. Cuts 


New Haven, Feb. 1. 

Economy wave finds the Fox New 
England office chopping heads to 
reduce overhead. House managers 
of the Fox-Poli here and the Hart- 
ford Fox-Capitol are out as well 
as the m.c.’s on the circuit. Office 
of traveling manager is to be elimi- 
nated with the present exec taking 





over the local Fox-Poli here. A 
10% salary cut went into effect a 


week ago. 

Move climaxes the booking cf 
Freddy Mack, who acted as m.c. at 
Fox theatres here and in Hartford 
the past three seasons. Mack’s pres- 
ent agreement holds to March 1. He 
is currently negotiating to double 
after that date between a N. Y. the- 
atre and a commercial for NBC, 


Skouras’ 7 Dist. Mers. 
For 18 Eastern Houses 


A record number of district man- 
agers for any chain, or branch of 
a chain, is held by the Publix- 
Skouras group (Atlantic States 
Theatres), with seven district man- 
agers for 18 houses. 

Setup and district megrs. are: 

David Flamm, two in Johnstown, 
Pa.; A. C. Himmelein, three in Al- 
toona and one in Huntington, Pa.; 
Monty Salmon, three in Philadel- 
phia; Peter Adams, one in Pater- 
son; Adam Adams, one in Newark; 
Sam Norman, one each in Parkers- 
burg, W. Va., Ambridge, and But- 
ler, Pa., and Bernie Depkin, Jr., four 
in Roanoke, Va. 








No Circus Title 

Abjuring anything that suggests 
the big top, Metro will not release 
the next Marion Davies under its 
original title, ‘Polly of the Circus.’ 

Wanting to get away from the 
sawdust angle, company has asked 
for a substitute. 

JUDGMENTS 

B. F. Keith Corp.; D. 

$5,580.05. 





E. Townsend; 


Henry Jay Cobbs; Davega, Inc.: $154. 
Walter Hart; S. Halpern; $609.02. 
4 Andrews; J. Montgomery; costs, 

.f . 

Lyle Andrews; A. §. 
costs, $108.70. 

Musicians Welfare and Social League, 
Inc.; J. N. Weber, indiv. and as Presi- 
dent, et al; costs, $40.95. 

Rockaway and Canarsie Amusement 
and Navigation Co., Inc.; James T. Car- 
roll and Ruth FE. Henderson; Semplex 
Ticket and Printing Co., Inc.: $91.16. 

Miniature Golf Courses of America, 
Inc., John Ledbetter, Paul B. Carter, and 
Arthur J. Carr; Davies, Turner & Co.; 
$420.04. 

Art Players Corp.; 
of the State of New 

White Productions, 
verg; $2,115.58, 

Harry Benson; Burns Bros.; $279.57. 

Dreazen Music Shop, Ine.; May Dis- 
tributing Corp.; $367.67. 

Satisfied Judgment 
Max Wesier; P. Landau; $2,777.35; Jan. 
*o 


’ v“- 


Bamberger; ex’x., 


Industrial Comm'r 
York; $1,920. 
Inc.; L. Ehren- 


Emma,’ $11,000 in Cincy 
Qn Holdover Wk.; Sturdy 


Cincinnati, Feb. 1 
‘Emma’ in fortnight pull is stande 
ing up impressively. Otherwise the 
week will be very quiet along the 
Rialto. Weather cold and clear. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75)— 

‘Reckless Age’ (Par) and va 

Something is not getting them as it 





iae, 


should, as stage and screen both 
have names that are delivering, but 
the indicated $20,000 is not profit- 


able. ‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB) and 
Rae Samuels topping vaude meant 
but $19,500 last week. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50)— 
‘High Pressure’ (WB). Granted 
Powell’s best in a long time. He 
had begun to slip and is still off 
some. Fair $12,000. ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox) apathetic last week at $13,000, 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50)—‘No 
One Man’ (Par) pretty well rapped 
by reviewers; $9,500 isn’t much, 
‘Union Depot’ (WB) not up to pre- 
dictions last week with $9,500. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 36-50)— 
‘Emma’ (M-G) way over rosiest 
hopes last week, with a walloping 
$20,000. Sturdy this week in the 
holdover at $11,000. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)— 


‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) and ‘Ladies Big 
House’ (Par). Split second runs to- 
tally good, $4,000. wast week ‘Pri- 
vate Lives’ (M-G) and ‘Mata Hari’ 
(M-G) did split returns for $2,800. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Deceiver’ (Col) and Tulane-South- 
ern California football game double 
featured, pulling $3,300. ‘Heartbreak’ 
(Fox) mild last week with $2,600. 
Family (RKO) (1,140; 15-25)—~ 
‘Law of the Sea’ (Standard) and 
‘Neck and Neck’ (Tif). House aver- 
age of $3,000 is being maintained. 
Same last week. ‘Dragnet Patrol’ 
(Fischer) and ‘Pocatello Kid” (Tif)+ 


‘Tomorrow Pacing Frisco 


On 8 Day $21,000 Gross 


San Francisco, Feb. 1. 

Ruth Chatterton is topping the 
town, lifting the Warfield to above 
an ordinary gross in ‘Tomorrow and 
Tomorrow’ for an eight-day $21,000. 
*‘Jekyll and Hyde’ seems good at 
the Paramount with the horror an- 
gle getting the plug. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65)—‘Ladies of Big 
House’ (Par) and stage show. Looks 
like $29,000, about average. Last 
week ‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) 
disappointed at $29,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—‘Guilty Generation’ (Col) and 
vaude. On $14,000, okay. Last week 
‘Tip Off’ (Pathe), also $14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-50) 
—‘Woman Commands’ (Radio). Pola 
Negri to deplorable $7,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50)— 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). May get 
big $20,000. Last week, second and 
final of ‘Emma’ (M-G), $13,500. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60)— 
‘3 Wise Girls’ (Col). Poorly to 
around $5,000. Last week ‘Deceive.’ 
$5,500. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 
60)—‘Tomorrow’ (Par) and stage 
show. Chatterton a draw and eight 
days will see pleasant $21,000. Last 
week ‘X Marks Spot’ (Tiff) weak on 
$15,000 in six days. 

Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Union Depot’ (FN) (2d week). 
Holding up and probably $7,000; 
good. First week at big $12,000. 











— re 
25-35-50- 








Fair Columbus Figures; 
Broad at Near $16,000” 


Columbus, Feb. 1. 

Ohio and Palace will battle it out 
this week on stage talent, but the 
Broad is top with ‘Hell Divers.’ 
Other films considered just so-so 
with no heavy name draws. 

Last week proved a bloomer for 
the stage houses with ‘Emma’ piling 
up heavy mark. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)— 
‘Forbidden’ (Col) and vaude. House 
now on three-a-day and hardly more 
than this $10,000 in sight. Last 
week proved one of toughest yet 
with ‘Dishonorable’ (U) hitting only 
$8,100. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘No One Man’ (Par) and unit. About 
fair $11,000 at most. Last week 
‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) hard hit 
by opposition at Broad; failed to 
better $12,700. 

Broad (Loew-UA) 
—‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). On way to 
big gross around $16,000. Last week 
‘Emma’ (M-G) took the town and 
went home with $16,100, splendid. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35)— 
‘High Pressure’ (WB). Coupled with 
Bing Crosby short for fair $3,400. 
Last week ‘Around World’ (UA) 
heavy with $4,000 plus ‘Tulane- 
Southern Calif. football film. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25)— 
‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox). Just aver- 
age at $2,100. Last week ‘Reckles: 





2,500; 25-50) 








Age’ (Par) nicely at $2,600. 
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Berlin Hears Ufa Is Sending High 


Official to Liquidate U. S. Ends 


Berlin, Feb. 1. 

Wilhelm Meydam, Ufa’s distribu- 
iion manager and a member of the 
Ufa board of directors, is off to 
New York today (Monday) to study 
the American picture situation. His 
program is understood to be a liqui- 
dation of Ufa’s American branch 
offices and a dissolution of Ufa’s 
theatre representation in America. 





Fritz Thornhauer, another Ufa 
foreign department exec., has been 
in New York several days. In the 
absence of Frederick Wynne-Jones, 
who has been ill for the past six 
wecks, Herbert Grauh is represent- 
ing the local Ufa office, with quite 
a number of long-distance confabs 
on every day during the past week. 

Dodge Issue 

Ufa's local men would say noth- 
ing about their program or reasons 
for the conferences or foreign visits, 
except that they were making a na- 
tional foreign film survey. When 
asked about news from Berlin to the 
effect that Ufa’s theatre operations 
in the United States might be 
dropped, no constructive reply was 
available. 

Ufa went into theatre operation in 
the United States in June, 1931, by 
reopening the Cosmopolitan theatre 
in Columbus Circle. Subsequently 
Ufa also took over the Carlton in 
Newark. Those are the only two 
Ufa operated houses, though the 
German chain has issued half a 
dozen franchises to other theatres 
throughout the country. 

Cosmopolitan in New York has 
done fairly well, with the result be- 
ing about an even break on running 
the house, although Ufa lost New 
York film rental, that not being 
marked down against the theatre. 
Newark has been an almost consist- 
ent money-loser. 

Ufa is not thought by the foreign 
film trade to have lost any money 
in the United States during the past 
year, although figured that none 
was made either, Thought was that 
the Germans would be satisfied with 
an even break for the prestige of 
being on the field here, with the 
above cable indicating this is not so. 





OSTRER SWAYS 
BAIRD SYSTEM 


London, Feb. 1. 

Isidore Ostrer, banking head of 
Gaumont British, has acquired con- 
trol of Baird Television on this side 
for his subsid company, British 
Acoustics. Company up to now has 
manufactured only talker apparatus. 

New company is being formed, 
with James Baird, inventor, as 
managing director. 

Control was purchased with 800,- 
000 shares of deferred stock, buy 
Price not being disclosed. 


‘FRANK’STEIN’—‘LADIES’ 
LONDON FILM LEADERS 


London, Feb. 1. 
Week-end business in the West 
nd was slightly above average. 
An outstander is ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U) at the Tivoli which beat the 
Opening week record set up by ‘Con- 
8ress Dances’ (Ufa). Clientele is 
completely different, however, and 
is likely to exhaust itself in a 
month. 
‘Ladies of the Big House’ (Par) 
also doing big biz, profiting 
largely from a recent Dartmoor jail 
incident which got into all the 
dailies here. 


JOINVILLE MADES HERE 

‘Marius’ and ‘Il Est Charmant,’ 
two recent Joinville made Para- 
mount pictures, are in New York 
and will be given distribution in 
foreign houses over here. 

While bookings are being ar- 
ranged, Spanish titles will be 
added for distribution in South 
America, That's due to a definite 
decision by Paramount to do all 
Spanish translations in New York. 














, For Regular Houses 

Mussolini Speaks’ will be given 
American release by Tobis in other 
than foreign theatre channels, 
Tather than just in ‘other than thea- 
tre channels’ as previously reported, 








Fascisti ‘Hur’ Protests 
Bar Film for Italy 


‘Ben Hur’ (M-G) has been barred 
for future showing in Italy as the 
result of a number of Fascist pro- 
tests to Mussolini. Fascists objected 
to the alleged anti-Romanism of the 
film. 

Picture was originally made in 
Italy by Metro, later remade over 
here, and never was shown over 
there in silent days. When synced 
recently it was shipped to Italy. 


ARGENTINE TAX 
JUMPS OF 6007, 
PROPOSED 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 1. 





Government’s latest proposed im- 
port taxes here have films down for 
a charge of six times the original. 
Film Association has_ protested 
energetically, and has sent a 
memorandum to the Minister of Fi- 
nance, pointing out the danger that 


such a move will result in a drop | 


of imports. 


' 
Since a similar tax in Brazil re- 


sulted in quite a serious import 
drop, it is thought the neotax may 
not eventuate, the government 
striking it out before it becomes ef- 
fective. 


CHAPLIN SEEKS GERMAN 
FILM FOR UA RELEASE 


London, Feb. 1. 


Charles Chaplin, during a recent 
St. Moritz stay, got steamed up 
about a German picture, ‘Der 
Weisse Rausch’ (‘The White Drunk- 
ard’) and has started negotiations 
for the American rights. Picture 
was made by Dr. Arnold Franck 
and is owned by Sokal Productions, 
German indie, now busy on an Eng- 
lish version. 

Deal is likely to materialize sub- 
ject to Chaplin agreeing on a per- 
centage basis release in the United 
States. United Artists would han- 
dle the distribution. 

Dr. Franck has a recently ar- 
ranged contract with Universal for 
one picture with an option for two 
more. He'll get $25,000 for his first 
film and $30,000 each for the next 
two when and if they materialize. 
Schedule calls for him to leave for 
America within the next fortnight 
bringing a German cameraman with 
him. 

His first picture starts in March 
and is to be made on an iceburg in 
Greenland with an especially 
equipped boat, subject being a group 
of people marooned on an iceburg. 


English-Made’s Cast 


London, Feb. 1. 


Paramount has Corinne Griffiths, 
Colin Clive, Margaret Bannerman, 
Anne Grey and Miles Mander for 
its next local made. Picture is 
Michael Arlen’s ‘Lily Christine’ and 
goes into the works immediately. 

Paul Stein is handling the mega- 
phone, 











9 
Canty’s Prague Survey 
Paris, Feb. 1. 

George Canty, motion picture 
secretary of the Commerce De- 
partment, attached to the U. S. Em- 
bassy here, is off to Prague for a 
survey of conditions there. 

Soon as he returns he'll finish 
moving his permanent office to Ber- 
lin, 





ORPHANED GERMAN FILM 


Metro has cooled on purchase of 
Ufa’s ‘Congress Dances’ for Amer- 
ican distribution. Deal was all set 
except for signing. 

Radio now said to be 
in the foreign film. 


interested 


Austria Expanding 





Berlin, Feb. 1, 


As &@ consequence of difficulties 
arising from foreign currency ex- 
portation and importation, an ex- 
tension of film production in Vienna 
is foreseen. German producing 
firms with branches in Austria un- 
able to find methods of exporting 
funds consider further production 
in Austria. At the present moment 





intensive negotiations are taking 
place between Vienna and Berlin. 


1,500% Tariff 


Jump on Norse 
Film Imports 


Stockholm, Feb. 1. 

Swedish Parliament is the latest 
government to put through a heavy 
tax increase on films. Custom duty 
for foreign pictures have been 
changed from 16 cents a kilometer 
to $3.06 a kilo. 

Figures are at the present ex- 
change rate. 





a 


Agents-Renters 
Battle in Italy, 
But Biz Betters 


Rome, Jan. 18, 

Tight between film agents and lo- 
cal renters is on again. Patched up 
for a while, the dissension has 
broken out once more, 

Italian renters claim bad times, 
empty houses, high taxes and the 
famous crisis. Latest proposal is 
that no cinema here should pay 
more than 40% of its takings for 
film rent. Agents of the producing 
companies, however, complain that 
this figure leaves them with a too 
narrow margin of profit. The mat- 
ter is under discussion between the 
parties concerned, 

In spite of the situation the pic- 
ture houses have picked up in the 
last month or so. Full houses on 
Sundays are sure, and there are 
many nights during the week when 
the better class palaces play to ca- 
pacity, 

One agent of an American film 
firm contends the Italian public is 
changing. They are much less at- 
tracted by serious films than by 
comic and frivolous ones. 


WB FIGURES WAY TO 
DUCK PRINT DUTIES 


Hollywood, Feb, 1, 

To avoid paying high duties on 
prints shipped from the United 
States to England, Warners is now 
assembling a negative made from 
second takes and footage not used 
in the negative for American prints. 
This neg is then shipped to England 
where prints are made from it, the 
company thus having to pay duty 
only on the negative and not on the 
prints. 

Warners has used this method on 
the last five pictures sent to Berlin, 
They are ‘Her Majesty, Love,’ ‘Safe 
in Hell’ and ‘Woman From Monte 
Carlo’ (all First National), and 
‘Under 18’ and ‘Taxi’ (Warner 
Bros.). This second negative is as- 
sembled on the coast under super- 
vision of Herman Blanke and his 
assistant, De Leon Anthony. 

Company was using a duplicate 
negative for a while, but quality of 
prints made from this was not good 
enough to compete with prints sent 
to England from the United States. 
Nearly all other major studios send 
prints from here. 








Last Italian Look 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Metro is making a final attempt 
to locate some Italian talent in New 
York for dubbing purposes. Voices 
especially are being hunted, al- 
though writers also will be consid- 
ered. Carlo Boeuf, Italian director, 
leaves for New York within a few 


| days to comb the market. 


Although New York has a greater 
Italian population than any other 
city in the world, outside of Kome, 
Metro has never been able to find 





any talent there. 





BRITISH-MADE TAKEN 


‘Chinese Puzzle’ Re-orted to Go Into 
Warners’, N. Y. 


London, Feb. 1 


Julius Hagen’'s recently com- 
pleted ‘Chinese Puzzle,’ made at the 
Twickenham Studios here, has been 


taken for America by Ameranglo. 
Said to be scheduled for the War- 
ner theatre on Broadway eventually. 


TURN FROM 
MUSICALS 


Change of taste among foreign 
film patrons in the United States is 
giving distributors heavy headaches, 
For two years it has been almost 
impossible to book foreign films suc- 
cessfully unless they included music. 
Now, however, serious and straight 
films are getting the heavier play. 

An example of this trend over 
here seems to be ‘Zwei Menschen’ 
(Two Souls’) (Cicerc-Universal), 
current in its seventh week at the 
Little Carnegie, New York. Film is 
a stark tragedy and may be held 
another month. House record for 
length of stay is eight weeks with 
this picture sure to break it. 

Suecess of this film carries a twist 
in that other dramatic German films 
have not connected impressively in 
the past. 


GERMAN 2-REEL THRILL 
IN BIDDERS’ SCRAMBLE 


London, Feb. 1. 

Several American companies, 
among them United Artists, are ne- 
gotiating with the local representa- 
tives of Aafa, German company, for 
the American rights to ‘Barberina,’ 
called a thrilling two-reeler. Has 
to do with mountaineering in Sax- 
ony. 

Representatives of Aafa are 
ready to close the deal but are 
waiting for approval from German 
co-directors. 

British rights are heki by Brit- 
ish Lion, which figures to clean up 
on it. 





More Foreign Screens 


RKO swings foreign film policies 
into its President theatre in St. 
Paul, Minn., and Jefferson at Fort 
Wayne, Ind., within the next month. 
Both houses open with ‘Merry 
Wives of Vienna’ (Capital). No 
definite date on St. Paul, but the 
Fort Wayne house starts March 1. 
Engineer’s House, Cleveland, in- 
die, also goes foreign beginning 
Feb. 6, 


B.1.P. BUYS MUSICAL 
London, Feb. 1. 
B. I. P. has purchased the film 
rights to Maltby’s musical, ‘For the 
Love of Mike,’ current at the Saville 
theatre. 

Understood B. I. P. paid about 
$10,000 and that Gene Gerrard will 
lead the film cast. 7 

So. American Switches 
3uenos Aires, Feb. 1. 

Louis Goldstein has been ap- 
pointed to take charge of the War- 
ner Brothers’ interests in Brazil. He 
replaces Willlam Fait. 

Fait moves to the head of the W. 
B. branch here. 








Paris, Feb. 1. 
Weather continues fine here. 
Show biz off, with people finding 

no special impetus to rush indoors. 

Buenos Aires, Feb. 1. 
Weather here is extremely hot. 


Biz everywhere sagging pretty 








much as a result. 


FOREIGN FANS 


Electrics Rezoning World for 
International Talker Rights; 
Session Secret, French Resentful 


Paris, Feb. 1. 


American and German electric 
companies have been holding a se- 
cret confab here for a week. Now 


looks to be about ready to close. 
Affair was held sub rosa at the 


| Monceau hotel, with Hadfield and 
| Brown representing Western Elec- 
ltric, and Culbertson = fot RCA, 








Neither the Hays office nor any 
American picture producers were 
officially on the grounds, although 
Sam Morris for Warners was some- 
where in the background. Milton 
Diamond from New York was here 
to handle the Tobis end. 

French are pretty furious at the 
whole thing because not represented 
in any way at the meet. With news 
leaking about the conference being 
held, F 
taking action to have the govern- 
ment nullify any agreement reached 
at the conference, if possible. 

French Allege Abuses 

Current territorial allotments are 
not satisfactory to Frenchmen 
which is one reason for their re- 
sentment of this session sans 
Frenchmen. One of the instances of 
the sort of thing Frenchmen call 
unfair is that any French talkers 
recorded in Paris on Western 
equipment must pay Tobis $250 a 
reel royalty in order to play in 
French Switzerland, called a prohi- 
bitive figure. 

Paramount's local productions are 
similarly affected, with the company 
having to pay through the nose sev- 
eral ways. 

French contend that abolishing of 
royalties would enable a cut in ad- 
mission scales, thus boosting the 
shaky film trade. 

Berlin, Feb. 1. 

German picture producers here 
are talking seriously of going on 
strike against the electric com- 
panies. Rates of sound licenses are 
not satisfactory to them. 

Conference now on in Paris to 
settle a number of sound license 
headaches doesn't interest the Ger- 
man producers much, They claim 
the situation is too tough and they 
don’t even want to await the results 
of the conference. 


POLISH FILM 
TRY IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Company to producé Polish pic- 
tures has been organized by a loca! 
group headed by 8S. M. Keller, real 
estate operator and mortgage bond 
underwriter. Claim to have retained 
Count Thadeus Pientowski to do the 
directing and have leased a loft 
building on the northside for con- 
version into a studio. 

Before putting his coin into the 
venture, Keller states he made sure 
that the outfit’s product would have 
both a domestic and foreign outlet. 
Tie-up with an exchange syndicate 
in Poland through its New York of- 
fices, he avers, assures distribution 
in Europe, whiie the local market 
includes houses in such spots as 
Detroit, New York, Brooklyn, Buf- 
falo, Chicago, and South Bend, Ind. 

Productions, he says, are bud- 
geted around $16,000 each. Major 
portion of the cast for the initial 
picture, a gangster story, is being 
brought in from New York. 


LOEW, ROACH COVERING 
SO. AMERICA BY PLANE 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 1. 

Arthur Loew and Hal Roach ar- 
rived here on Roach’s plane after a 
record flight down the West Coast 
from Mexico City which took in 
Guatemala, Panama, Peru, and 
Chile. Plane broke the speed rec- 
ord from Peru to Chile, although 
not out to make any air marks. 

It’s Loew's first visit to South 
America. He expects to go on to 
tio de Janeiro and then back home 
by way of the East Coast. 

William Meliker, Metro’s rep 
here, planed to Chile and returned 


ile re with the Loe 4 party 


enchmen immediately began 




















a eet edeverncemeetnn helm 


en 





en 


‘ 
“ 
‘ 
4 
‘ 
7 
* 
- 
5 
7 
g 


ee eee 


28 TIE, OG BOE CORRE ORI SPF L FEDER OE IMIS TT LIOR RE 


yeaa Anata peerage nen 


he et 


-_ 








ns 


ae 


Tuesday, February 2, 1932 


VARIETY 





12 





FTE BO cee Rk eS 





Foren | Pt a 


= fee 


54S, 











t 
A 


y 
' 


“e res wi 


’ 


% 


~ 


het 


a 


aay 
Ms 2s 






































Tuesday, February 2, 1932 VARIETY 




















Gala RKO Maylair-Premiere 
Draws Following li From 
Nation’ S$ Ablest Critics: Vidas 


Negri glorious .-. ~.. cheered at premiere !_ 
Rose Pelswick:; N. Y. Journal 
Negri s talkie debut triumph.. .one of the most vivid 
and magnetic performers. on the screen. 
Wm. Bochnel, N. ¥. World Telegeam 
Negri a greater star in sound than in silence. a She: $s 


vibrant and fascinating as never bebore._ 
Regina Crewe N. , American 





The screen needs-actresses like Negri — vivid, glam- 
Orous, handsome and capable. Trene Thirer, N. Y. Daily News 


Negri drew. applause from crowded house... 
Mordaunt Hall, "N. vs: Times 


A WOMAN ¢.s¢%' 
COMMAN a 


BASIL RATHBONE 
ROLAND YOUNG 
H. B. WARNER 
Directed by PAUL STEIN 


CHAS. R, ROGERS Production 
Associate Producer Harry Joe Brown 


RKO PATHE PICTURE = 





TUNE IN! 


“RKO Theatre of ¥the 
Air” N. B. C: Coast-to- 
Coast Network Every 








New y. ork Time 
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OPENED N. Y. PARAMOUNT 
FRIDAY. JAN. 29 TO BIGGEST 
BUSINESS IN MONTHS. DOORS 





CLOSED 12 NOON. OVERFLOW 
CROWD LINED UP FOR 
BLOCKS IN RAIN. 
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and 


TOMORROW” 


With PAUL LUKAS. Directed by RICHARD WALLACE. From the play by Philip Barry. 


* 
STANDING ROOM AGAIN — AND How! 


PARAMOUNT 
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& sind Wheaties toe ak adh amines wa wg , A Woman Commands 
while n sher, anc «| ; 
a " plastic surgery gives him an en-|| Miniature Reviews — || ns, production ang, release Stare 
nN orts tirely new face. He returns to} directed by Paul L. Stein. Story by 
England, where his stepmother has | = r » || Thilde Forster. Associate producer, Harry 
brought the family fortune to ruin | Tomorrow and Tomorrow Joe Brown; music, Nacte ~~ ee 
4 and Quayle Hall is in the hands of (Per). Barry play of Paul Sr te N. ¥.. week Jan. 29. 
‘ ’ a bailiff. His stepmother is still Lukis Sure to attract the Running time, 85 mins. P 
33 Mins. 20 Mins. terson, and another crook, Lewis. |] pit fine for the rank and file || Capt. Alex Pasitsch.././... Basil Rathbone 
Ufa-Cosmopilitan, New York Winter Garden, N. Y. Quays passes her inspection, but is of cinema addicts. Best in the i Stradimirovitsch covoes BB. Warnes 
Ufa « Vitaphone spotted by a Scotland Yard man | better houses. ltne P ime Mit sana ¢ ih. da ee Owen 
; : > wad fea ;.| through his voice. Making love to | : : “a } sme £ TiC BIGEOS ocess aqnghe A 
Nowhere near as good as the Familiar type of stage flash act is th —— ~% ns Mis be ‘The Rainbow Trail’ (Fox). Mascha ......seesceceesceeess+-May Boley 
predecessors in this series. In fact,| transferred to film. As a presenta- his Pi a he presents her wW ith Sansa Gerken teatered. Maines | ‘rhe General ....- oe sqnege-gpemes Recoee 
prety poor entertainment, whichjtion in the flesh it would be tiring. . meg gee eo foe woductionally and scenically | Grown Prince Milan. ...Cleo Louise Borden 
perhaps explains why it shows up| Dances by the Rasches and songs by phate sy y epee 2 and pl —— = vag Aetna Ds renege PLE eis | DASURERE co ccccccvceseses ~ee-David Newell 
at this late stage despite it’s early | the Major, Sharp and Minor girls, as srvheeh-cadl who is killed ill Utterson, pt os _ —- WORSE, DUE atory ~~a a : 
numerical notation. well as some individual tapping, are pret isely as Quayle had planned holds it back from key rating. } This picture, which brings tl a 
Max Ehrlich, a funny fellow, acts} attempted in a knitting about good There is much shifting of the body, If booked de luxe as a novelty, | Polish star back to the screen for 
as m. ¢., but has practically noth-| times beating depression. which presently leads to the fight may just manage to ease by. | her first talker, may do fairly weil 
ing to introduce. First act is an The master of ceremonies, M. Good | 12 Which Utterson is crushed be- ‘A Woman Commands’ (Ra- lin its first RKO New York stand, 
unknown young man singing and Times, pans all over the screen like | neath a statute, but not before he dio). Weak. confused story of i due to the heavy advance ballyhoo, 
playing a mandolin fairly. Second|2n amateur. M. Depression goes in| utters his confession in the pres- ‘Senie? tenn Failure a Pola the presence of Miss Negri in per- 
act a male quartet doing one song.| for overacting. Waly. ence of Quayle, the detective and, anak 4 7 3 ee « 11: son at the premiere, accompanied 
Nice voices but not outstanding. —___——_ of course, Quayle’s childhood sweet- pointe hes Bt to ag lar Na by Mayor Walker himself. But 
Third a completely amateurish| BESUCH BEIM WETTERMACHER| “¢2't- questionable b.o. averages for when the introductory turmoil and 


young lady reciting what purports 
to be a sad poem about the lure of 
the moon. To finish a Hungarian 
jazz band playing jazz in the New 
York manner. 

Generally the actors in this series 
are recognizable talent and there is 
some dancing or comedy to break 
things up. Kauf, 


‘WISE QUACKERS'’ 
Novelty Comedy 

9 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 

Vitaphone 
rhymes about 
inspired this. It is de- 
cidedly different from the average 
short and, if for no other reason, 
would pe entertaining. 

How they got ducks and drakes to 
go through the paces they do with- 
out the wires being apparent is a bit 
of technical magic, 

Story starts by customer in a res- 
taurant asking waiter about condi- 
tion of duck being served. Scene 
dissolves into the all-duck cast, with 
the old story of father out with the 
girl friend and wifie being wised up 
by the radio. 

The ducks when doing their stew 
act are funniest. Incidentally, in a 
large part of the action the ducks 
seem so real] that it impresses as 
genuine barnyard. Waly. 
MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Big Game of the Sea’ 


Nursery 
must have 


animals 


8 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 
Lacking in its usual variety, this 
episode confines itself to a single 


Voyage of a Japanese whaler. 
Interesting and colorful, as most 
sea subjects are, this eliminates all 
the distateful side of whale captures. 
Subject cuts when they start to dis- 
sect the corpse. Waly. 


(Visit to the Weatherman) 

Educational 

10 Mins. 

Ufa-Cosmopilitan, New York 
Ufa 


Interesting subject helps. this 
latest Ufa educational, though 
sound is off. Girl’s dress suggests 


that the answer is it was made sev- 
eral years ago. 


Has to do with weather charting 
and how it’s done. Girl visits 
weather office and is told all about! 


it, with the various instruments and 
actions nicely photographed for gen- 


eral interest. Some air stuff is 
especially nice. Kauf. 
CURIOSITIES 
News Novelties 
8 Mins. 
Translux, New York 
Columbia 

A penguin who imagines his re- 

flection in a mirrored cage is his| 


departed mate is the most interest- 
ing in this latest Futter collection. 

The woman with the spoon assort- 
ment was shown a long time ago in 
the newsreel, and the octopus cactus 
in the southwest is fairly well 
known, 

Oldest fire engine, Phoenix’s mon- 
ument and a classroom in China are 
the remaining contributions. Waly. 


‘SOUTHERN INDIA’ 
Travel Talks 
9 Mins. 
Beacon, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 5702 

Second of a series of travel talks 
by E. M. Newman, in which a va- 
ried group of East Indian scenes are 
accompanied by an intelligent if not 
inspired lecture. 

No different from scores of other 
travel and newsreel shorts, but well 
done. 











Tomorrow and Tomorrow 


Paramount production and release, star- 
ring Ruth Chatterton; directed by Richard 
Wallace. Adapted from the Phillip Barry 
Play of the same name. Screen play, 
Josephine Lovett. Cameraman, Charles 
Lang. At the Paramount, New York, 
Week Jan. 28. Running time, 73 mins. 
Eve Redman se venes «+eee--Ruth Chatterton 
Dr. Nicholas Faber.............Paul Lukas 
Gail Redman.........ece.+0+--RoObert Ames 
Samuel Gillespie............-Harold Minjir 
Christian Redman..........Tad Alexander 
Dr. Walker Burke..........Walter Walker 
Spike...... ccccccseccess-Arthur Pierson 
Pres, MUCO. scccccccccccccsceso winter Hall 
Miss Frazer........... Margaret Armstrong 





A screen play of the first grade, 
played as well as it deserves to be, 
which is to Say supremely well, and 
having one element against its box 
office fortunes, the probability that 
it may be a little fine in sentimental 
quality for the generality of fandom. 
Put it down as a major click in the 
deluxers and a better than average 
for the neighborhoods. 

The play, which has been radi- 
cally revised in screening, is one 
of high sympathetic appeal, and all 
its merits in this direction are re- 
tained in the capital casting the 
Screen production has _ received. 
This applies particularly to Ruth 
Chatterton as Eve, an actress who 
somehow has an exquisite technique 
of masking too strong sentimental- 
ity by a trick of under playing, and 
to Paul Lukas, as Dr. Faber, who 
likewise can express a great deal 
Without visible effort to gain an ef- 
fect. For team work in creating 
this particular story they are flaw- 
less, although there are plenty of 
difficultes in their way. 

Film play, of course, was built up 
for Miss Chatterton, and something 
of the excellence of certain other 
Toles has been soft-pedaled. Os- 
800d Perkins’ rich comedy role, for 
instance, has been shaved down to 
& trifle as now played, and with a 
&00d deal of quiet nonchalance by 
Harold Minjir. This, by the way, 
is the last for Miss Chatterton un- 
der the Paramount banner before 
she goes to Warners. 

Backgrounds have been splendidly 
done. Effect of a home of refine- 
ment somewhere in the American 
midwest has been nicely carried out. 
Photography has been done in a 
showmanly way which | strictly 
eschews trick angles and strives for 
& directness that is essential to the 
Straightforward quality of the nar- 
rative. Backgrounds and atmos- 
puere, in short, stay where they be- 
ong, 


The thing that saves the picture 





from being a slow and dragging af- 
fair is that the people concerned 
(and that includes the late Robert 
Ames as the husband) so swiftly 
fix themselves by the shrewd writ- 
ing and the capital playing that 
their not-so-sensational affairs be- 
come matters of great moment to 
the auditor. 

Lukas is one of the few foreign 
players whose strong alien accent 
is a positive asset to him. What 
to most players is a handicap dif- 
ficult to hurdle to this suave actor 
gives a certain touch of charm and 
elegance, particularly useful in this 
instance when he is called upon to 
reflect at once a great scientist and 
also an earnest lover, which he ac- 
complishes with consummate skill. 
He is called by the wife to save his 
own son and unware of his parent- 
age. 

These things are incidental, the 
main point being that the picture is 
a handsome reproduction of a fine 
play; has invincible appeal to the 
feminine division of fandom, and 
reflects credit upon everybody con- 
cerned in its making. Rush. 


THE MENACE 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures H. B. Warner, Bette Davis, Walter 
Byron and Natalie Moorhead. Story by 
Edgar Wallace; continuity, Dorothy How- 
ell; adaptation, Charles Logue; dialog, 
Roy Chanslor. Directed by R. W. Neill; 
cameraman, I. W. O’Connell; sound, Geo. 
Cooper. Gene Havlick, film editor. At 
Beacon, N. Y., week Jan. 29. Running 
time, 64 mins. 

TACT. ccccocccescocccscoccs sm. B. Warner 
POSEY. ccccccccccccccosescsers+- nette Davis 
Romnald...ccccccscosccecocsss: Walter Byron 
Carolin@. .ccccccessseese- Natalie Moorhead 
Utterson..ccccccccecesees William Davy'dson 
LOWiB. cccccesoocecccecccs+--Craufurd Kent 
Phillips. .ccccccccececess+sHalliwell Hobbes 
Ballif®. cccccccccccecceses+e-Charies Gerrard 
COFP. ccccccccoccecocece.cooMurray Kinnell 








Edgar Wallace’s name is not 
going to help ‘The Menace’ much, 
and the picture certainly will do lit- 
tle for Wallace. As developed it 
sounds pretty much like a modern 
version of Monte Cristo’s first re- 
venge, with a plastic surgery epi- 
sode an opener. Even with a 
cast composed chiefly of fairly well 
known players it does not rank 
much better than the major half of 
a double bill for B houses, with sin- 
gleton possibilities lower down. 

Picture has been rather hand- 
somely mounted, although a halt- 
ing and frequently clumsy develop- 
ment leads to a weak climax. 

Story is of Robert Quayle, of the 
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English gentry} to ner 


for 
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murder of his! 


Smoothest 
Halliwell 
tainer. 
brought in for his name, since his 
is but a minor role. Walter Byron 
gets by without much to spare as 
Quayle, and Bette Davis, the nom- 
inal femme lead, has to take a de- 
cided second to Natalie Moorhead 
the adventuress who kills her 
husband and blames it on her step- 


performance is 
Hobbes as an old 


by 


re- 


son. Miss Moorhead plays evenly 
and with authority, though the cam- 
era none too kind to her. 
‘The Menace’ is just routine 
melodrama without menace or per- 
|ceptible suspense, done in expen- 
| sive sets, with generally fair pho- 


and well sounded. 


RAINBOW TRAIL 


Fox production and release. George 
| O’Brien featured. Directed by David How- 

} ard, Adapted by Barry Connors and 
Philip Klein from Zane Grey's story. At | 
the Roxy. New York, week of Jan. 20 
Running time, 62 minutes. 

BUGHING |. cttéd0csbeeeeene .-George O’Brien 
FOS JASN ccscéede seeeee.-Cecilia Parker 
J ae ae cccecsccees-- Minna Gombe!l 
Ike Wilkins. ....ccccccsccessesesROSCOG Ates 
PGW “Gis ftwked ecocccvoeetae Me BOtxigan 
Vonters s:.%es cccccceseeesdames Kirkwood | 
Dyer 00066 seeebeococccosss te Em Borne | 
Lone Eagle... .cccsccoccescccoeRO0ert Frazet 
WHS cc tcnsices Peccoceccccce Niles Welch | 





Fox ought to own the basic rights | 


by now for three remakes of this 
Zane Grey story. Same company 


made it in 1918 with William Far- 


num in the lead and again in 1925 
with Tom Mix. Both times it was 


just a western, and now as 2 talker 


with George O’Brien as Shefford, it 
still is just a western. Above aver- 
age production and some 
photography that’s enthralling don't 


quite lift it into de luxe booking 
eligibility. 
Date at the Roxy, New York, is 


both a novelty film booking and an 
invention of old Mother Necessity. 
Product conditions brought it in. 
and although the Roxy has played 


westerns before, it was generally for 


the same reason. 

O'Brien gives a good interpreta- 
tion of the super-heroic hero of this 
east full of villainous and angelic 
contrasts. For every square person 
in the cast there are 59 dastards, 
but the good people cop the decision. 
In the lead role O’Brien probably 
resembles Farnum more than Mix. 


H. B. Warner is apparently | 


Polish star's return vehicle. 
‘High Pressure’ (WB). Wil- 
liam Powell starred. Stock 
promotion yarn whose possi- 
bilities weren't fully realized. 
Well acted, but lacks strength 
to attract much business. 
‘Road to Life’ (Amkino), first 
Russian talker. Usual Russian 
propaganda, but handled with 
f humor. Ought to do 
Russian Jewish 
1 number Russian 
songs helping, plus a possible 
draw from Women's Clubs. 
‘West of Broadway’ (Metro). 
John Gilbert starred. Rates 
neighb and grind spotting only. 
‘Das Lied Ist Aus’ (Super- 
film). Fine German musical. 
Simple story is understandable 
without a knowledge of Ger- 


a sense o 
well 
nabes 


and 


in 
of 


man. Ought to be easy b. o., 
except where customers are 
tired of musicals. 

‘Riders of Golden Gulch’ 


(State Rights). Mediocre west- 
ern for lesser half of double 
bills. Buffalo Bill, Jr., starred. 

‘Das Ekel’ (Ufa) German 
Comedy. Only for Teuton 
nabes, despite good acting by 
Max Adalbert. 








outdoor 











The latter made ‘Rainbow Trail’ a 
fast-moving chase film. O’Brien is 
more suggestive of power than ac- 
tion. He’s the best built guy in 
Hollywood and his thin jersey shirt 
always shows it. 

They made a few more changes in 
the script, but the idea’s about the 
same, 
the lost trio in an impassible gulch 


while battling the outlaw gang 
whose leader blocks his path, 
Both villainy and heroics, plus 


some Indian menace stuff, are plen- 
ty overdrawn, but probably not 
more than the western fans would 
have it. Cecelia Parker, O'Brien's 
opposite, has the face and voice 
needed for progress as a baby-faced 
soubret. Rest of cast, almost all 
screen vets, played as directed. W. 
L. Thorne as the chief heavy could 
just as well have played two parts 
without the audience finding it out. 
As the wicked Dyer his face_is al- 
ways masked. » Bige. 











The Woman’s Angle 








‘Der Ungetreue Eckehart’ (Lothar Stark). 


Unromantic farce for Ger- 


man ladies to giggle over—in the event that they’re not as bored as 
American fanettes are by a slow-paced, uninspired musical. 





‘Das Lied Ist Aus’ (Tobis). 


Pleasant German musical. 


— 


This time the 


heroine is Cinderella, but no other distinction -to lift it much above the 


average in femme appeal. 


‘High Pressure’ (WE). 


response to William Powell's satire on Big Business, 


Offensive bad taste diminishes the feminine 


Gives minor im- 


portance to love interest and evolves about an unscrupulous promoter 


who is unworthy of sympathy. 





‘A Woman Commands’ (RKO-Pathe). 


Advance propaganda on the 


screen return of Pola Negri defeated by an unbelievable story and the 


thoughtless presentation of its star. 
romance that 


Fanettes bored by an unconvincing 


unsuecessfully merges drama, comedy and musical farce 


‘West of Broadway’ (MGM). A studio stepchild. Patched together 


without conviction, inspiration 
nabes. 


‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ (Par). 


looks at love, marriage and chiidren from the woman's angle. 


nor belief 
wash up John Gilbert with the femmes. 


to 
the 


Does all it can 
to hide out in 


in itself. 
Will have 


A strong femme picture because it 
A triangle 


without a villain, it works out logically and satisfa« torily for the audi- 


ence, and provides Ruth 
believable than those late 


Chatterton with a role more sympathetic and 
ly her lot 


‘Rainbow Trail’ (Tox). 
menace will not overcome feminine 


plot is dwarfed by magnificent sceni 


Stilted love 


indifference a 


est and confusingly plotted 
Western whose pigm) 


inte 


backgrounds. 


‘The Menace’ (Col). A mystery 
lainy it is unable to clear 
hungry double features. 


£O 


up for a satisfactory 


complicated with incredible vil- 
solution. A for 


bone 


‘The Road to Life’ (Amkino). 


Intensely 
with a 


episodes. 


and Americans bent 


for 


The problem 
tussia,’ solved by the omniscient Soviet, explained in jerky, 
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The hero still searches for 


Ginsberg 


noise are over and picture and star 
have to go on their own, it will be 
a different story. Feature promises 
but thin grosses. 

The story is an awkward combi- 
nation of a musicalized ‘Zenda,’ a 
weak stab at continenial elegance 
and a flavoring of both ‘Peck’s Bad 
Boy’ and ‘Nellie the Beautiful Cloak 
Model.’ The feminine interest is 
on the order of the heroine of 
‘Nellie’ than the central figures of 
three. 
tone and treatment 
been a maior subject of 
confusing literary handling 
long time. 

What can be said of a story that 
starts out in the atmosphere of high 
caste military pre-Czaristic circles, 
with promise of hot and lively ro- 
mance, plus a touch of high com- 


has 
such 
in a 


In there 


edy on the side, and then goes 
broadly into modern low comedy 
opera-bouffe? Such a violent as- 


sault on plausibility would be plenty 
to discourage audience interest, but 
on top of that the tale later switches 
to straight court intrigue in one of 
those mythical European principali- 
ties. Earlier romantic characters, 
such as the young hero and Miss 
Neegri’s previous torch song heroine 
turn buffoon while the king, who 
has supplied the low comedy relief, 
surprisingly turns into a suave and 
almost regal hero. 

Thereafter a revolution of the 
most intricate sort with much rush- 
ing about of gold embroidered 
soldiers tearing toward an object 
that is never plain to anybody, but 
nevertheless providing a _ certain 
amount of medieval pagentry which 
represents more in negative costs 
than it does to sustain fan interest. 

Several of the spectacles might 
have furnished a picture with a 
punch if there had been any situa- 
tion of vigorous background to 
make them stand up, but the film 
has no such props in it. 

Miss Negri herself never once 
managed to get over a vital per- 
sonality, although the whole effort 
has been directed to that end. The 
high light of her performance is 
when, in the character of a cabaret 
singer, she sings two verses of a 
torch song in a rather agreeable 
contralto. Miss Negri is disclosed 
with a heavy foreign accent, al- 
though that was no detriment ina 
picture of foreign atmosphere. 

Acting honors go altogether to 
Roland Young. Basil Rathbone plays 
a stenciled guardsman lover with 
unusual inflexibility. H. B. Warner 
again performs his usual legerde- 
main of making a trivial role be- 
come an arresting character sketch, 

Rush. 


HIGH PRESSURE 


and release. Willlam 
Directed by Mervyn Le 
Roy. Adapted by Joseph Jackson from 
story by 8S. J. Peters. Robert Kurr-e, 
photog. At the Strand, New York, week 
of Jan. 28. Running time, 72 mins. 

Gar Evans.....> seeeseeesesWilliam Powell 
Francine ..ccccccccccoceeses evelyn Brent 
eeece ocecscsseseseesGeorge Sidney 
Clifford Gray...coccocsseseees+-Guy Kibbee 
HEIOR 6. cccccece soccesecescsekevalyn Knapp 
Jimmy Moore...sccccsecssesss+- Jon Wray 
Mike Donoghey...sceceess++-Frank McHugh 


Warner production 
Powell starred. 


BEE ccvecvcnceceeegessocese Polly Walters 
Geoffrey ..ccccccccesceeesss-ben Alexander 
Vanderbilt ....cceceee+es-Harold Waldridge 
Colombo 2. .cccceccecccsces+se-Luls Alberni 


Dr. Rudolph.......-+..+++-Harry Beresford 





This somewhat different theme in 
the racketeer style is the sort that 
responds to speedy treatment, and 
it got that from Mervyn Le Roy. 
But a big mistake was in permitting 
the leading racket guy, impersonat- 
ed by Willlam Powell, starred, to 
grow too righteous. The boner pre- 
cluded chances for a compelling 
dramatic strain that might have 
been created, and, in doing so, it 
hurt this picture’s standing. 

Despite its good points. ‘High 
Pressure’ won't high pressure any 
box offices. It needs expert exploi- 
tation to make a fair showing, with 
indication it won’t succeed in a ma- 
jority of spots. 





The phoney stock or ‘wall paper’ 


crift gets a pretty expert expose in 
this yarn, which Warners screen- 
crediis to S. J. Peters. Same story 
and identical character names were 
used in one of this season's Broad- 
way season's legits, ‘Hot Money,’ 


which James Elliott produced at the 
Cohan. That producer named Aben 
Kandel as the writer. No mention 
of the stage author in 
onnection W this talker, 
Powell swell job as 


(Continued on page 19) 
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GUTHRIE THEATRE 


The Family Show 


Operated by Ned Pedigo 


FIRST RUN TALKING PICTURE 
STAGE ATTRACTIONS 


Thursday, Friday and Saturday | 


Double Program — Two Big Pictures 
HARRY CAREY - EDWINA BOOTH - FRANKIE DARROW 


In“ THE VANISHING LEGION” 


Also WALLY WALES — BUZZ BARTON 


In“ HEADING FOR TROUBLE” 


It's a wow of a show, you tell’ em. Daring Stunts 
Thrills — Comedy and Action Galore 


10c— — Ten Cents, Everybody —- —10c 


wv 
Sunday and Monday 
RKO-Pathe Special 


“CAUGHT PLASTERED” 


Robt. Woolsey, Bert Wheeler—Those Young Boys of Coo-Coo. 


Tuesday and Wednesday 


Our Big Bargain Night—Ali Talking 
: how as good as you see anywhere. But it’s our treat. 
Come early for best seat, else come in late and try to get in. 


Sc — Five Cents to Everyone — 5c 


Like we used to do many years ago. 


Each Thursday Our] Big Country Store 


50 Valuable Prizes Given Away—All Talking Picture Program 
10c—Ten Cents—10c A thin dime any time, that's the 
Price — How do they do it? 
wv 

Note: Prolong practice picking pictures places Pedigo Peer- 
less, pleased patrons, penny prices prove plenty progress. 
Precise people pause profounded, praise perfect perfection. 
Prominent persons pack performance, pledge police protection. 

We want the preachers and painters, and plumbers to come 
out and see this show; and for lawyers, and liars;-and doctors, 
there is no better place to go. For crooks. and bootleggers, 
high jackers, and for the banker, and butcher, and bum, we 
claim this is one helofa show; and by gosh we want you to 
come. For the jelly beans, old maids, and flappers, the dray- 
man, police, and ice man, you firemen, engineers and brake- 
men must come every day that you can. We invite everybody 
in Guthrie, the fat, lean, short, and the tall; crap shooters, 
booze hounds, and barbers; bring the kids, have a good time, 
that’s all. 

We run this show to please people—play to no certain class 
or brand—the latch string is always hanging out and we give 
each one the glad hand. When we get old and feeble, and 
our dome is streaked with grey; when our wobbly legs refuse 
to bring us to the show each day; when father time hands us 
these things, may we have lots of dough. Then we will 
bother you no more writing adds about the show. Snap out 
of it, friends, grab the kids and drag it on down to the show. 
Don’t sit around with the mully grubs and miss all the fun! 
Nay, Nay! Rub elbows with your neighbor! .. Get mixed up | 
with the gang and forget it. You don’t know what you’re 


COME ON LET’S GO 


Remember---N 
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Lynched an Opening 

Although offered as a stunt by the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, the 
local lynching of ‘Old Man Depres- 
sion’ was instigated by the RKO 
hustlers here to put over the fact 
that the Orpheum was about to 
open, the lynching being accom- 
plished by stringing him up to a 
scaffold in front of the nearly com- 
pleted theatre. Hallborn, Steven- 
son and Alexander, the local ex- 
ploiteers, landed the stunt on the 
chamber, the newspapers appreciat- 
ing both the idea and the fact that 
the members of the chamber are 
mostly advertisers. 


Long Distance Ball 
Sydney. 

Hoyt’s gave ‘Merely Mary Ann’ a 
tremendous boost by announcing a 
‘Janet Gaynor Merely Mary Ann 
ball held New Year’s Eve in City 
Hall. Tickets were set at $5 each, 
proceeds going to charity. 


A Nice New Year’s 


Melbourne. 

Greater Union Theatres planned 
fo give a bottle of wine to each 
patron of its New Year's Cocktail 
Party. Church officials promptly 
jumped on the idea and appealed to 
authorities to prevent the distribu- 
tion, but GTU declares it will make 
the presentation in spite of church- 
men and cops. 

Whether they do or not, it is one 
ef the most profitable bits of pub- 
licity ever pulled in the Common- 
wealth. 





‘Taxi’ Tieups 

Probably a lot of managers will 
seek to hook the local taxicab com- 
panies to Cagney in ‘Taxi’ without 
stopping to realize that the story is 
one which places the organized 
fleets in a distinctly unfavorable 
lizht, the plot concerning Cagney’s 
fight against organized _ service, 
which seeks to prevent him operat- 
tne. 

Tieing to a taxi company without 
explaining the plot is likely to do 
more harm than good. The cab 
operators will feel that they have 
been fooled and resent the fact. 


Brave Lovers 


Spotting ‘Lovers Courageous’ in 
the Metro lineup, an exhib with a 
long memory has his stunt all fig- 
ured out. He has lined up a furni- 
ture store for a window which will 
be set with a fairly high backed sofa 
and such other articles as the store 
may be desirous of displaying. 

The week before the showing the 
back of the sofa will display a sign 
offering $5 to the pair of courageous 
lovers who will do their love mak- 
ing in the window on Saturday from 
7 until 9. Not figured that there 
will be any applicants for the job, 
but the manager has it fixed with 
his relief cashier and her boy friend. 
$o there will be no disappointment. 





Color in Dailies 


Philadelphia is going in for color 
ork in newspaper advertising in 
spite of the somewhat prohibitive 
cost of 12 cents a line added to the 
regular line rate, with a quarter 
ge minimum space. Houses using 
report good results, but probably 
this effect will last only so long as 





New Ind. Ass’n 


Baltimore, Feb. 1. 

A new theatre managers’ associ- 
ation was organized here last week, 
succeeding the defunct Managers’ 
association. 

Under the title of Associated 
Theatre Owners of Maryland this 
new group elected the following of- 
ficers: Fred C. Schanberger, Jr., 
President; W. K. Saxton, vice- 
president; Leonard B. McLaughlin, 
treasurer; Morris A. Mechanic, Sec- 
retary; J. Louis Rome, chairman of 
the Board. 

Charles Clark, of the Metropolitan 
theatre, and Isadore M. Rapport, of 
the Hipprodrome, are also mem- 
bers of the board. 





Mann Resumes 


San Francisco, Feb. 1. 

While Hughes-Franklin has not 
yet returned its 10 northern Cali- 
fornia houses to George Mann, lat- 
ter is now acting as rep for H-F 
and organization’s bonding company 
in running the houses. 

Neil McCarthy, H-F v. p. and at- 
torney, has been up here this week 
conferring with Mann and his at- 
torney, L. S. Hamm, in an effort to 
consummate the deal. Morgan A. 
Walsh has joined Mann as general 
Manager, meanwhile retaining his 
T. & D. in Oakland and part interest 
with Bill Wagnon in the local Da- 
vies theatre 





the idea remains a novelty. When 
it becomes a regular thing the thea- 
tres will be paying an additional line 
rate merely to get the attraction 
value that plain black and white 
now Offers. 

The idea is not as new as it would 
seem, for a dozen years ago the 
Circle theatre, Indianapolis, regu- 
larly used Sunday ads in three 
colors. As a craze it probably will 
run its course, and will prove more 
of boon to the papers than the 
theatres. 


Local Gossip 


Operating in a town barely large 
enough to _have a local daily, a 
house manager is building business 
by arranging to have the lower part 
of his advertisement held open un- 
til 10:30. This space is a box which 
reads ‘If you want to know about 
the show ask * and there follows 
a list of 20 or 30 names of those 
present, and then ‘they saw (title of 
picture) last night.’ : 

It not only makes business, but 
the circulation manager figures that 
it helps sell copies to people who 
want to see their names in print. 





New Style Style Show 


Fishing around for something 
new, a manager put on a home- 
made dress show, in which the par- 
ticipants had to appear in dresses 
of their own making, declaring in 
making entry that they had done at 
least 80% of the work themselves. 

As a preliminary, he hooked the 
department stores to the idea of 
making displays of dress goods. An 
additional prize if the winning dress 
should be made from goods pur- 
chased at that store. 

Show was run as a matinee :at- 
traction only, with $10 hung up as 
a first prize. 

Now the manager is figuring to 
follow this up with an apron con- 
test. 


Getting a Radio 


Someone writes in that when he 
tried to stage a radio give-away he 
couldn't get the radio because the 
dealer didn’t see what he got out 
of it. He wants to know how it’s 
done. 

He does not outline his campaign, 
but evidently he failed to show the 
dealer.that it was to his interest to 
kick in. And the dealer’s interest 
lies in just one thing—sales of radio 
sets. 

Properly run the contest provides 
him with a prospect list he could 
not obtain in any other way at many 
times the cost. The contestant in 
order to enter is required to fill ina 
blank, This has spaces for his 
name, address, whether or not he 
has a radio and if so the make and 
the age. 

If it is an old set, the dealer tries 
to sell him a newer one, on a trade- 
in. If he has no set, the dealer 
finds out why. Probably only about 
20% of the registrations have a real 
value, but this is sufficient if the 
dealer knows how to go after busi- 
ness. 





Move Union Depot 


If you are in a town where there 
is a union station you can spring 
one so old it is new again by get- 
ting the newspapers to help you 
start a drive to move the station to 
the block in which your theatre is 
located, not mentioning the house 
but merely bounding the _ block. 
After three or four stories have been 
done, you can break in with the ad- 
vertising announcement that ‘Union 
Depot’ is coming to your location for 
certain dates. It has always worked 
before with similar removals. 

If you have two railroads or a 
railroad and a trolley system, sug- 
gest a union depot for the two, with 
the same veiled mention of the loca- 
tion. 


Radios from Plane 


Minneapolis. 

The Minnesota theatre, for “Hell 
Divers,” during the regular house 
radio broadcast, had a Northwest 
Airways’ airplane with a _ radio 
equipment circle the city. Walter 
Bullock, its pilot, broadcast a mes- 
sage about the film from the plane. 
The airplane monolog was picked up 
by WCCO and also the theatre’s own 
receiving equipment and given to 
the audience through loud speakers 
Bullock had witnessed the picture, 
and, of course, boosted heavily. 


Leap Year Rings 
St. Paul. 
Coliseum, largest dance spot here, 
filled the place with a stunt good 
anywhere. Staged a leap-year dance 
with every male buying ducat being 
given three cheap rings. First 10 


girls who collected 25 of the knuckle} 


rims during dances were given valu- 
able engagement rings. 


Liberally advertised, event drew 
‘em in from far and wide. Jeweler 
furnished the 10 prizes, getting 


mention in big type for his end 
Initial ringlets of the $1 


type. 





a bushel! Enters private business. 


Dance Contest 


Seattle. 

With limited local Fox-West 
Coast budgets, exploitation stunts 
must be low on cost. For ‘Dance 
Team’ Vic Gauntlett had a tie-up 
with the dancehall on an elimination 
contest. 

Winning pair then showead at the 
theatre on last night of the show 
and given a’$10 prize. Papers gave 
the contest some space and dance- 
hall put the story on the air, 


Uses Unsolved Murder 
Cleveland. 

A year-old murder of a former 
city councilman, still unsolved, was 
made to fit ‘X Marks the Spot’ (film) 
by W. J. Stracham of Keith’s 105th. 
Stracham burlesqued true facts in 
case by printing a pamphlet directed 
to police officials, whose names were 
thinly disguised. 

Stunt made cops burn, but was 
picked up by everybody and also 
local columnists. 


Block Sales 


Sophie Smith, managing director 
of the Little Picture House, New 
York, has found another angle to 
the matinee business builder. She 
is offering a reduction of 50% on 
blocks of 25 or more matinee tickets. 
Good until used, except on Sat., 
Sun, and holidays. Regular rate is 
50c. except on the weekends, when 
it ups to 75 cents, so a split only 
brings it down to a quarter. 


Anniversary Tieup 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Newspapers and local merchants 
joined with Paramount theatre on 
house’s second anniversary. Man- 
ager Richard Kennedy tied up with 
a bakery, large cakes being given 
away every day at the theatre. 

One paper had interview from R. 
B., part owner of the Kincey-Wilby 
theatres in the south, in which he 
complimented local theatre patrons 
for their support. 


Varied Control 


Plenty of advertising with no cost 
other than the idea was gained by a 
manager who worked out a variant 
on the old control card scheme of 
spelling out a name. 

Instead of merely tossing out the 
cards and offering tickets for a com- 
plete set, the various letters of the 
word were distributed to nearby 
stores. The house name was the 
Unique, so in order to get a free 
ticket it was necessary to assemble 
a set of these letters. The difficulty 
of the duplicated letter was over- 
come by permitting a double dis- 
tribution. 

In order to get the U it was 
necessary to make a purchase of 


not less than 25 cents at a bakery. 
The N was to be had only from a 
grocery, the I was to be obtained 
from the butcher, and so on. The 
control was that the E was to be 
had through the purchase of a radio 
set costing not less than $35. 

The radio company paid for all 
the tickets and printed the coupons, 
which were given to the stores for 
distribution. 


Champ Night 
For ‘The Champ’ a nabe house is 
planning a champ night, when all 


local champions will be the guests} 


of the management and will be in- 
troduced from the stage. All champs 
are asked to register in advance 
with certification of their champion- 
ship; golf, baseball, etc. 

In a section that is practically a 
small town, the event is getting 
much attention. 


Beats a Handicap 
Managers in places 
are no daily papers are sometimes 
up against it to get their wares 
advertised, generally falling back on 
throwaways. George A. Miller, of 
Smalley’s theatre, Hamilton, N. Y., 
gets out a regilar throwaway for 
each attraction and sometimes fol- 
lows up with a second distribution 
on a three-day run. 
He uses brightly colored 
(Continued on page 46) 
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It’s the Supervisors 


(Continued from page 3) 


Schooled by high- 
build-ups, extravagant 
promises, desperate bids for their 
patronage, the fans are growing 
choosier and choosier. 

Reviewing the list of pictures 
which are standouts in the industry, 
[CeSylva points to the overwhelming 
majority of smashes that derive 
from literature and the _ stage. 
He calls pictures a by-products in- 
dustry. It takes successes in other 
fields and turns them into picture 
hits. Although pictures have em- 
ployed celebrated playwrights and 
authors to write directly for the 
screen, their film efforts have never 
met with the same success that es- 
tablished their reputations in their 
original vocations, DeSylva_ at- 
tributes this failure t» the inescap- 
able hampering of film censorship. 
Writers don’t seem able to cope 
with the restrictions that censcer- 
ship imposes, although he feels that 
eventually censorship will make the 
boys more subtle because it will 
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Iowa City, Ia. 
Garden theatre wiped out in fire 
which did $200,000 damage in busi- 
ness district. 
—_—_—_——_D 
Bellaire, O. 
Cashier of Capitol theatre lost at 
gun point $550, the day’s receipts 
of the Capitol and Temple theatres 
here. Police have no clues to the 
two bandits, 





Akron, O. 
Dick Wright, formerly with RKO, 
new manager at Warner Strand 





here, succeeding Sidney Bannen- 
berg. Latter to Cleveland for 
Warners. 

Atlanta, 


Jimmie Carrier, of Capitol the- 
atre, transferred to a Warner the- 
atre in Detroit. 





Denver. 
Walter A. Dick reopens Folly and 
Charles Hopkins has reopened the 
Casino at Magdalena, N. M. 





Seattle. 

Henry Chipman up from IL. A. at 
Metropolitan and assisting Manager 
Ed Cooke. 

Terry McDaniels now manager of 
Paramount and also city mgr. for 
Fox-West Coast. Tom Olsen, for- 
mer mgr, Paramount, plans going 
to L. A. 


Burlington, Ia, 
Projectionists are to be licensed, 
city council adopting a resolution 
regulating operators in licensed the- 
atres of the city. Does not affect 
part-time operations, schools, etc. 
Passed as safety measure, 





Oklahoma City. 
R. D. Hutchinson has resigned as 
zone manager for Warner Brothers 
theatres here, effective Jan. 30 





Successor not announced 


a) 


Cleveland. 

Joe Cantor, U.A. branch manager, 
shifted to Indianapolis, succeeding 
Sam Horwitz. A. M. Goodman, 
from Detroit, taking Cantor’s place. 
Former district mgr., L. Goldhar, 
supplants Goodman. Harry Dudel- 
son, U.A. booker here, to Cincinnati, 
with Estelle Goldberg to handle 
local branch office. 





Cincinnati. 
Jack Hauer replaced as manager 
of RKO Strand by Jack Edwards, 
transferred here from southwest. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 

Frank Sardino, who recently re- 
opened the Roxie, East Syracuse, 
adds a second house when he takes 
over the Capitol, West End neigh- 
borhood theatre, from James Ker- 
nan. Sardino will install his brother, 
Jack, as house manager. Relinguish- 
ing of the Capitol is seen as Ker- 
nan’s first move toward retirement. 


Seattle. 

Joe Cooper, former exploit. head 
for RKO in northwest, transferred 
to Spokane. Cooper succeeds Wal- 
ter Fenney as Orpheum manager, 
Spokane. Ron Gamble, formerly 
at Spokane, gces to Tacoma. Man- 
ager Houck, of Orpheum, Seattle, 
will handle exploitation and ads 
for Seattle house, 


Rockford, Tl. 
Charles House leaves the Midway 
Feb. 1 to manage the State. He 
retains his financial interest in the 
Midway. 
Chicago. 
Branch managers of the Para- 
mount exchanges here and in Mil- 
waukee are being switched. J. O. 
Kent, local manager for many years, 
goes to Milwaukee to take over that 
office, while Allan Usher, branch 
manager there, comes to guide the 
Chicago office. 
Neal Agnew remains here as dis- 
trict supervisor, 





compel them te tell their stories by 
suggestion, 


Originals Treacherous 


Then, too, original stories for the 
screen owe their infrequent success 
to the fact that a producer filming 
an original does not know exactly 
what he has to work with. It is far 
wiser for pictures to buy produced 
plays and published stories thas 
engage the writer to create directly 
for the screen, DeSylva_ believes, 
And it is wiser for a writer to keep 
writing in his own territory than 
for screen production. There are 
no by-products for original screey 
stories. Writers can earn far more 
and do better work sticking to their 
own field. Successful novels have 
been made into plays, musicals, 
serials, newspaper syndications, and 
then sold to the screen. In all these 
earnings the author shares. If he 
writes originals for the screen his 
earnings on the story cease with 
his picture salary. 


KANS. THEATRES FILE 
SUNDAY SHOW APPEAL 


Denver, Feb. 1. 

Fight of Kansas theatres for open 
Sundays was carried to the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals 
here Friday (29). Appeal was filed 
by Rowland Boynton, Kansas At- 
torney general, and various county 
officials and attacks the decree of 
Federal Judge Pollock, of U. S. Dis- 
trict Court of Kansas, enjoining 
them from interfering wth operation 
of theatres on Sunday. 

Injunction was issued last Dec. 
26 on petition of Fox West Coast 
and Fox Kansas Theatres Company. 
Case has not yet been set for hear- 
ing. 


REALIGNMENT NOT SET 


Robb-Rowley Lineup Complicated 
By Underwood’s Tex. Loop 








Dallas, Feb.  B 

Following the Hughes-Franklin 
circuit shakeup, management of the 
Robb-Rowley wheel in Texas is still 
indef and will be for about three 
months, according to D. Bernbaum, 
one of the partners, Orginal execs 
are in charge now—Hal Robb, Ed 
Rowley, W. G. Underwood, and 
Bernbaum, 

Matters are somewhat compli- 
cated by Underwood’s outside in- 
terest in the Duel Amusement Co., 
San Antonio, new west Texas loop. 
Underwood started Duel after R & 
R's merger with H-F last year. 
Connected with the venture is 
Claude Ezell, ex-Warnerite. Ezell 
is reported in New York negotiating 
for more houses from one of the 
major circuits. This would mean 
Publix if true. 


Ask Cops to Call Off Its 
Milwaukee Theatre Squad 


Milwaukee, Feb. 1, 

Just when police went into ac- 
tion with a plan for a law with 
teeth for those found guilty of 
placing stench bombs in theatres, 
theatre owners and _ projection 
unionists started on a conference 
that it is hoped will put an end to 
the trouble. 

Police have been asked to call off 
the theatre squads, but the boys 
at headquarters will keep on the 
job until they see what's what. 

Another meeting of the two fac- 
tions Feb. 2. 


RKO Passiess 


Circuit orders have been issued by 
RKO killing passes in future for all 
employees to any RKO theatre. 
This goes for all attaches, excepting 
those in executive capacities, or 
booking men, who must cover 
shows. 

In the past RKO issued weekly 
passes to employees for certain 
houses, frequently in neighborhoods 
where they lived. 











EASTON THEATRE RECEIVER 


Easton, Pa., Feb. 1. 
Judge Stotz, acting on a petition 
presented by the First National 


Bank and Trust Co., of this city, 
appointed C. O. McFadden, of 
Easton, as receiver for the Theatre 
Realty Co., Inc., which operates the 
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A JOSEF VON STERNBERG PRODUCTION 
CLIVE BROOK. Anna May bh ns Warner Oland, Eugene Pallette 
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a 
HIGH PRESSURE 


(Continued from page 15) 


Evans, a fast- talking and thinking 
promoter. He keeps his larceny 
just within the law, but it’s when 
the racket is nearest the edge that 
the story becomes most interesting. 
And when Evans declares himself 











finally has Evans in the money after 
his promotion of an artificial rub- 
ber made from sewage proposition 
almost winds up in the D. A.’s office. 
The inventor turns out to be a nut. 
He swears off booze and the racket, 
but at the finish he’s off on another 
promotion. 

George Sidney teams with Powel 
in grabbing the picture most of the 





WEST OF BROADWAY 


Metro production and release, John Gil- 
bert starred; El Brendel, Lois Moran and 
Madge Evans featured. Directed by Harry 
Beaumont. Story by Ralph Graves and 
Bess Meredyth, Adaption and dialog by 
Gene Markey, with additional dialog by 
J. K. McGuinness. Merritt B. Gerstad, 
photog. At Loew's 83d St., New York, for 
half week starting Jan. 27. Running time, 
68 mins, 
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‘ yssed himself by getting onte | merican titles, Michael Gold Foreword, i , 
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The girl friend is interpreted by film rice quick v “ on =— John Gilbert holds little becaust 
Evelyn Brent, who is called on to Russian films. Experien: has; the plot behind him holds nothing 
do little else than get mad at and|Shown, however, that Russian films| His voice is satisfactory, while as | 
make up with her racketeer sweet- get considerable b. o. draw in most a pantomimist he’s the same John | 
heart. Hot and cold or both, she’s} American key cities. And this one} Gilbert. They might have given} 
considered by him to be his luck] Seems to have a little more chance | him kinder treatment. Another | 
charm. She's always around in that than the previous ones in the} who seems far below standard is 
capacity series. | Lois Moran, handicapped from the 
7 : i . ’ rip .f -Y © olac aani star , > Pe > <o aie. 
By a far-fetched twist, the story It’s trick camera angles again, | start by one of the poorest make sd 
and montage again. Effectively han- | jobs in modern films. 
- dled, it’s impressive for the first Gilbert’s rough treatment of | 
hour, though tiresome for an Lois, starting on the morning after, | 
hour and 40 minutes. Especially to| is explained early in the running | 
O Hi 5 h A ° those who have seen the same cam-|by the spurning he gets upon re- 
n ts ft mnit- era tricks previously. In a recent|turning from the war. The other | 
m American film ‘Jekyll and Hyde,’| gal (Madge Evans) gives him the | 
versary with one of those trick shots that origi-| gate, fence and all. So from a plain | 
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nated with the Russians, taken on a 
slant from above, is used and ef- 
fectively. But it’s one shot in many. 
Here almost everything is shot on 


angles or in shadows. 
Surprising thing about ‘Road to 
Life’ is that the Russians here show 


a sense of humor for the first time. 
Quite some laughs, and good ones, 
show up. And there’s a story—more 
of one, at any rate, than generally 
found in Russian pictures. 

Has to do with the wild children 
that roamed the streets of Moscow 
in 1923, preying on everybody and 
living wherever possible. Finally 
they’re rounded up and brought to 
a board of inquiry. Instead of being 
sent to jai] they're asked what they 
would like to be given for the sake 
of happiness. ‘Vodka and women 
answers one kid. ‘Women and vod- 
ka,’ answers another. Psychology is 
applied to them, and they are turned 
into healthy, hard-working citizens. 

Essentially it’s pretty much Ho- 
ratio Alger in Moscow, especially in 
the case of the main figure, a kid 
who heads the whole business at the 
end, but it’s quite a step for Mus- 
covites to go even this far. 

Sound is quite exceptionally fine, 
as used here. It’s an all-talker, 
though with a number of silent 
stretches and music often intermin- 
gled for mood purposes. English 
titles are superimposed, as written 
by Mike Gold, head comedian in the 
New York Communist camp. Mike 
was probably the most impossible 
man for the job. Communism is 
more important to him than intelli- 
gence, and always was. With the 
result that the imposed titles an- 
noyingly preach propaganda where 
the film subtly suggests it. 

Little is possible to be said for the 
acting. Type casting as_ usual, 
though some of it exceptional. Niko- 
lai Batalov, as the psychologist, 
looks a bit like James Cagney, and 
is a much finer actor. Youngster 
who plays the part of Mustapha, kid 
leader, is also swell, 

Narrowed down, outside the arty 
and Red mobs, there appears to be 
some possibility of the picture get- 
ting a call from women's clubs and 
social organizations because of the 
kid angle and the business of educa- 
tion. That may be just enough trick 
and outside interest to raise the b. o. 
a bit higher than usual. Kauf. 


POCATELLO KID 





Tiffany production and release. Stars 
Ken Maynard. Direction Phil Rosen; 
story, Earle Snell In cast Marceline Day 
Richard Kramer, Charles King. At Loew's 
New York as half double feature one day, 
Jan, 26 Running time, €0 mins. 

Seems the Pocatello Kid ‘was an 
escaped convict but actually honest. 
His brother, the sheriff, on the other 


That's the start 
as good a horse 


hand, was a crook. 
of this one, probably 





opera as any other. Where tne cus- 
tomers like to cheer the oncoming 
hoof-beats they'll like this one | 

Ken Maynard plays the double | 
role, First he the hunted Poca- 
tello Kid. Then the wolf-in-sheep'’s- | 
clothing Sherii Sheriff get illed 
in a fight and Pocatello switches 
identities with him But Mary— 
the girl the Sheriff was engaged to 

is pretty and honest so I itello 
roes straicht, captures the rustlers, 
give himeif up, is pard i and 
takes the girl in his ar 

That horse. Tarzar 1 geed ac- 
to which hel: i lor kav 





millionaire he turns into a stewed 
millionaire and along the way picks 
up Lois. 

It winds 


up on John’s Arizona 


ranch, where he finally reconsiders 
after attempting to air his ac- 
cidental wife. 

John’s continual boozing is in- 


terrupted only for a moment at a 
time. Once he gives a good imita- 
tion of a guy with the shakes. The 
way he gulps down  four-inch 
hookers, he should have the D. T.’s, 
at least. That’s the only thing the 
picture doesn’t exaggerate. 

El Brendel grabs a few snickers 
with his customary method and is 
welcome whenever on view. The 
other cast members are in and out 
often for short trips each time and 
don’t have much chance to impress 
one way or the other. 

A few outdoor shots on the ranch 
are sightly. But the average west- 
ern does as well scenically. 

Bige. 


BALEYDIER 


(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Jan. 18. 
Braunberger Richebe production and re- 
lease. Scenario by An. Girard. Directed 
by Jean Mamy. Running time, 95 minutes. 
At Gaumont Palace, Paris, Jan. 16. 


LIB. .ccccccoscccccccccccecs commeline Gael 
Petrequin...... cococceccocecc Reese Pradier 
The Lawyer.....scoscscesssss-Ged, Lecomte 
The Hairdresser. .cosccocessees+-+- Gaillard 
The Girl Friend.........++..Maria Fromet 
The Cashier. ...ccccccccccccccccccccok CYTING 
Bloch..... 0 8 6 0005b0900000000840000086QNEUS 





A strange case of local Holly- 
wooditis, showing that studio film 
makers are strangely out of touch 
with the public and are making 
films which may mean something to 
themselves, regardless of audience's 
appreciation. ‘Baleydier’ is a sa- 
tire on conditions obtaining in the 
local film business, and as such ap- 
pears funny to the makers and also 
amusing to this critic, who is ac- 
quainted with local conditions, but 
audience reaction is distinctly ad- 
verse. It is exceedingly bored, 
doesn’t understand what it is all 
about, and !ooks upon the film as @ 
series of sequences absolutely mean- 
ingless and — idiotic. Spe- 
cial publici would have been nec- 
essary to oat over the idea, which, 
if not benefitting the industry, would 
at least have got a different recep- 
tion. 

Acting is strictly confined to Mi- 
che] Simon, the star. His peculiar 
physiognomy is getting over-ex- 


ploited and is tiring audiences. Bal- 
ance is mere support. 

Story shows a simpleton of a 
hairdresser’s assistant wimning a 
contest entitling him to star in a 
picture, story of which he is to 
choose—this being a publicity stunt 
of a big picture company. He is 
advised by an arty crazy has-been 
to select- the story of Carolus Mag- 


the part of the Em- 
peror, because the has-been owns 
the rights to the story. gut event- 
ually he is switched to that of Nero 


nus and play 


| 


where he will be less conspicuous 

Producer is to take on the has-been 

is the director 

Picture is ridiculously made with 

| spectacular scenes sho. wing the fall 
| of Rome, and the star photograpled 
}very badly. When the picture is 
trade shown spectacular scenes are 
still there, but star practically out, 
and what shots of him are left have 

been doctored. Picture is a success, 
ind star and director are final 





shown getting 
tures. 

The arty and crazy director is ob- | 
viously Abel Gance, very well done! 
by Pradier The way pictures are 
locally made and put on the market ; 


‘ | 
on with more pic- | 


is satirized from beginning to end, 
including trade shows, where every- 
body can get in but the star. Direc- 
tion fair 

The hairdresser’s girl friend, a 
Picture extra, is a very minor part 
done by Josseline Gael, supposed to 
be femme lead 
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DAS LIED IST AUS 
(Song !s Ended) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 





A LOEW. PRODUCTION 
Vaudeville Review 6th Edition 








Jan. 29, Paradise, New York 
BOB 
with 


DICK and DOROTHY 


SAMUELS 


JOHNNY HYMAN 


“Word Magician” 


nial 
i | 


DAVE TANNEN 
“Kookoo Ke ym ck’ 


D jos. Flaum—Thanks Ea ibe 


Chester Hale’s Vaudeville Girls 
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From almost every standpoint one 
of the best German musicals to be 
seen on th side. Six months ago 
it would have been sure box office. 
Today it will still do fairly, despite 
that German musicals have not been 


doing well recently, Germans on this} 


side having switched their taste to 
more serious films. | 

Geza von Bolvary, who directed 
‘Zwei Herzen,’ turns out a really 
g00d job here, some of the shots be- 
ing exceptional and the entire film 
sounding very true. What helps} 


more than anything is that there is} 
an honest touch to it all, making it | 
seem almost real. More impressive | 
is this in view of the fact that the 
story is just ordinary. | 
Has to do with the famous actress | 
who falls in love with her private | 
secretary. He's too honest andj} 
clear-sighted to admit he’s also in| 
love with her because it seems he | 
loves her not for a night but for- | 
ever. At the end of nine reels they, | 
of course, go off together for 
less honeymoon. 
As acted by Liane 
Forst and, 


end- | 


Haid and Willy 
as directed by: von Bol- 
vary it’s almost believable. Frau 
Haid still manages to look engag- 
ingly youthful and is just as cap- 
able as ever. Forst is probably < 
bit more human than in past films 
and Otto Wallburg in 
funny as usual. 

Three songs 
Stolz indicate 


Support as | 


in the picture by 
that ‘Zwei Herzen’ 
was no flash in the pan for him, 
either. All three ought to do well in 
Germany, and two—‘Das Lied Ist 
Aus’ and ‘Adieu, Mein Kleiner 
Gardeoffizier—ought to sell pretty 
well on this side as well as abroad. 

Kauf. 


Mein Freund der Mil- 


lionaer 


(My Friend the Millionaire) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Jan. 18, 

Iima-Emslkafilm production and gaye 
rische and Emelkafilm release. Directed by 
Hans Behrendt. Manuscript after the stage 
play by Dr. Ferdinand Ujhely!, written by 
Wassermann and_ Schlee. Photography, 
Eduard Hoesch; sound, Martin Mueller. 
Architecture, Ludwig Reiber. Music, Hans | 
| 








J. Salter. Recorded on Tobis-Klangfilm. 
Casts: Hermann Thimig, Maria Meissner, | 
Liselotte Schaack, Olga Limburg, Jacob | 
Tiedtke, Ernest Dumcke, Enrico Benfer, 
Paul Biensfeld, Sergius Sax and Leo Peu- 
kert. Running time, 68 minutes. At 
Marmorhaus, Berlin, 


A picture to please the great pub- 
lic though especially towards the 
end the manuscript is too long 
sometimes and the gags are thin- 
ner. A young, clumsy but honest 
bonk employee loves a rich girl. He 
goes to a summer resort where she 
stays without having leave of ab- 
sence from his boss. He is too shy 








and clumsy and he cannot throw 
out his rival nor convince his fu- | 
ture father-in-law of his being all 
right. | 

A rich American arrives. Every- | 
body wants to be in his company, | 
but the American doesn’t want to |! 
see anyone sy chance he gets to! 
know the young bank employee and | 
by chance this young man succeeds | 
in discovering the rich American is 


but a swindler 
who also has 
resort and wants 
with the American. 
Hans Behrend 
and correctly He 
play as they want 
t! part very good for the 
ietimes, however, a little 
too slermann Thimig is 
charming. Ernest Dumcke is a well | 
dressed, good looking bank man- ! 
Maria Meisner, his pretty girl 
and Liselotte Schaack plays 
a young girl, simple and natural 
Een Benfer unfortunately has to 
play a role not suited for him 
Hans J. Salter’s music nothing 
t ortant illustration 
Magnus. 


and to warn his boss, 
to the summer 
to do business 


come 


directs 
lets 


quietly | 
his actors 
and this is for 
greatest 
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4 TOEW PRODUCTION 


“FROLICS OF 1932” 


(Jan. 30), Valencia, Jamaica, New York 


sTeVE FREDA an 
vowsn” PALACE 


PASQUALI BROS. 


JOYCE COLES 


“The Dancing Charmer” 


CARLOS PETERSON 


“Gyrations Galore™ 


NICHOLAS DAKS 


“Twists and Turns” 


Chester Hale’s Frolic Girls 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“STEPPING HIGH” 


Gan. 30), Palace, Washingten. D. c. 


WM. and JOE 


‘MANDEL 


“Quiet Please’’ 


Sernard By irke: Jack Curtis 


Office 


~ FLO MAYO 


“Walking back f from an Airplane Ride™ 


MILES and KOVER 


“Adagio Exotique” 
Dir.: Ned Dobson; n; Jerry _Cargill Office 


LUCKY SEVEN TRIO 
EVANS—WEAVER—SAUNDERS 
“Dice Novelty” Conceived and 
Copyrighted by Dick Saunders 











CHESTER HALE’S STEPPING HIGH’GIRLS 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“GET GAY” 


50), Century, Baltimore, 


BERT 


FROHMAN 


“The Prince of Pep” 


Per. Man., Chas. , Chas. Yates 


THE GALENOS 


“An Athletic Touchdown” 


Dir.: .: Chas. Yates 


MAUREEN RIO 


“Personality Girl” 
Dir.: Phil Tyrrell 


DUGAN and HADLEY 


“A Cycie of Modernistic Impressions” 
Dir.:* Harry Pincus 


Chester Hale’s “Get Gay” Girls 


Gan. Me 














LOEW PRODUCTION 


“RHYTHMIC ILLUSIONS” 


(lan. 29) Penn, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


THE 
HOLLYWOOD 
COLLEGIANS 


assisted by 


HELEN CARLTON 

















and 
MARCELLE WILLIAMS 


Direction: MATT KELLY 
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Another Box~ office 
Natural’ from 


SAMUEL 
GOLDWYN 


who gave you [atl AN 
‘PALMY DAYS’ sw ae he 
‘STREET SCENE’ 


‘ARROWSMITH" 








JOAN BLONDELL c 
MADGE EVANS 


Directed by Adapted by 
LOWELL SIDNEY 
SHERMAN HOWARD 





Basedon | 
ZOE AKINS’ 
rollicking riot of 
THREE GIRLS 
WHO CAME TO 
BROADWAY 
TO HAVE THEIR 
‘BREAKS’ RE*LINED »/ 
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Canadian Trial Opens with Court 
Refusing to Separate Charges 





Toronto, Feb. 1. 

Charges of monopoly, alleged in- 
timidation of independents, malici- 
ous and fraudvlent competition and 
clandestine tricky methods, the 
censoring of chain bookings and the 
alleged threatening of independent 
builders of new theatres high 
lights of indictments against heads 
of major picture companies 
tributors now standing triai on two 
charges of .astraint of trade 


are 


and dis- 


under 


he criminal code, and a third 
eharge under the combines _ in- 


vestigation act. 

An outcome of a royal commis- 
sion investigation, the indictments 
sre levelled against N. L. Nathan- 
yn, former managing director of 
Zamous Players-Canadian Corp.; 
Samuel Bloom and .. S. Fine, own- 
ers of a nabe-chain, and 13 other 
ilm organizations, exchanges and 
Yooking concerns. 

Heading the array 
counsel is W. N 
poration lawyer and reputed 
sel for Canadian Pacific Railway. 
Nine of Tilley’s henchmen are K. 
G.’s and five ‘unof*cial observers’ 


AL EVANS 


HAS PLAYED 


33 MONTHS 
for L. K. SIDNEY 


Selling Music in 
Every Form 


Paradise Theatre Indefinitely 


of 15 defense 


coun- 








Tilley, K. C., cor- |! : ; 
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SCENIC LUMBER 


OUR SPECIALTY 


FORT DEARBORN 
LUMBER CO. 


2709 Claybourn Ave., Graceland 2942 
CHICAGO 
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are New York attorneys who are, of 
course, prevented from actual prac- 
tice in an Ontario court but are act- 
ing in a consultant capacity. These 
include S. P. Friedman for Vita- 
graph, Warner Brothers and First 
National; Austin 1.0e, general 
counsel for Famous Players, and 
Edward Rafferty for United Artists 
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ial opened with attemy] 
the 


to a isk 


dicements w 
was denied 
is presiding 
Claim was 
fendants were 


t wo 


advanced that 

being prosecuted 
different statutes, the 
code and-the combines in- 
vestigation act. Under the latter, 
the accused are allezed to have 
been ‘parties to the formation or 
operation of a combine against the 
interests of the public.’ Under the 
criminal cod Section they ars 
first charged \¥ h having acted ‘ur 


to pre 


de- 


under 


498, 


duly or lessen ympeti 
barter 


commodities 


chase sale, 


or supply of articles o1 


which may be the subject of trade 
or commerce.’ The third count ac- 
cuses them of ‘unduly limiting the 
facilities for supplying or dealing 


articles or commodities, etc.’ 

Justice Garrow not only refused 
to quash the indicements but also 
would not separate the charges 
The accused elected to be tried 


in 











without jury. Particulars supplied 
iby the Crown prosecutor took up 
|'more than a 100 foolscap pages. The 
|Crown has subpoenaed nearly 40 
witnesses and the defense an equal- 
jly large number, Trial is proceed- 
ling slowly and may last several 
lweeks. All books and records were 
seized in surprise raics recently. 
Cohen Testifies 

First on the stand was Arthur 
Cohen, managing director of Fa- 
mous Players, Canadian. Admitting 
a guarantee for first-run pictures 
against too early duplications of 
their showing, he claimed that this 
was an essential and integral fea- 
ture of the motion picture industry 
if not of show business as a whole. 
He denied that there was a trust 
agreement. 

‘It may be a matter for your 
lordship to know,’ said Greer to the 
bench, ‘that it could be shown that 
Adolf Zukor was given control of 
Famous Players here.’ 

United Artists had endeavored to 
sell Famous Players its entire pro- 
ductions at the beginning of the 
season, said Cohen, but ‘we didn’t 
get together.’ Asked as to the own- 
ership of Regal Films, Ltd., he said 
3,600 shares were held by the Para- 
mount Corporation, Cohen held no 
stock in Paramount, he said, 

A mild flurry occurred when 
Greer charged that -Irving S. Fine, 
chain-owner and one of the defend- 
ants, was “out in the corridor talk- 
ing to a crown witness.” Fine was 
| called back to the court-room and 





by Justice Garrow who | 


censured by the presiding judge. 

Consideration of the activities of 
Col. Cooper’s organization to block 
& rumored plan to establish a Brit- 
ish motion picture quota in Brit- 
ish Columbia elicited strong pro- 
tests from defense counsel with Mr. 
Justice Garrow permitting Greer to 
put the questions in ‘short form,’ 
although the presiding judge could 
not see that opposition to legisla- 
tion was any crime. 

N. L. Nathanson, former manag- 
ing director of Famous Players-Ca- 
nadian and now president of Regal 
Ltd., distril had tried 
to persuade him not to build a the 
itre and had threatened to impo 
a hardship in obtaining films, s 
Bert Wainwright, owner of the 
Oxford theatre, 


erecting a 


WT . 
‘ilms, ‘tors, 


New 
new theatre, he receiv: 
from IL. S. Fine 
Bloom and Nathar 
ence. Bloom and 
owners of a majo! 


1 phone call 
later met Sam 
son 

rine 
nabe 


at a 


are 


contelr 

both 

chain. 
Told Not to Build 


First independent owner called, 
Wainwright testified that Fine had 
said: “I might as well tell you that 


Mr. Nathanson is against you 
building a theatre on Danforth ave- 
nue. I might as well put the cards 
on the table Nathanson W t 
tand for you building a the 
Danforth.’ 

The judge rebuked Wainwrigh! 


for pounding the rail of the witnes 
box. Witness replied that was the 
way Fine had said it. 

Clare Robson of Famous Player: 
and Billy Summerville, indie-chain 
owner and ex-member of'the city’s 
board of control, had entered Fine’s 
office and Nathanson had phoned 
that he wanted to see Wainwright. 
All had gone to Nathanson’s office, 
said witness. 

‘Nathanson said, I must be frank 
with you and tell you this; Danforth 
avenue at present has more seats 
than any street in any other city of 
iis size in America. Why should 
you build another theatre? 
£300,000 tied up in the Palace The- 
atre building and I am not going to 
have any more tied up. I told Bills 
Summerville not to build down 


there. We put one up down there, 
didn’t we? Billy said, ‘Yes.’ 
‘Mr. Nathanson said, “You take 


my advice and stop building. Your 
first loss will be your greatest. If 
this theatre goes up, you won't find 
it as easy to get pictures as you 
did in the past. I'll see to that,.”’ 


FOX WILL CONTINUE 





ITS ETHER TRAILERS 





Fox maintains its radio trailer 
service is a success and will con- 
tinue with the idea. 

Reports from 30 exhibs who ised 
the discs the first week show that 
half of them effected hookups with 
their local ether stations and that 
others used the records for lobby 
front ballyhoo. 

Those in charge at Fox have 
found that a master record of cast, 
music and a master of ceremonies 
can be turned out at a minimum 
cost of $450. 
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GIFT NIGHT REVIVAL 


RKO Going for It In East—Also WB 
And Wilmer & Vincent 








Independent exhibitors operating 
houses which can’t accommodate 
vaudeville have been reviving gift 
nights, but some of the major 
chains are now also going for the 
giveaways in the east. 

RKO has booked Joel's Laff Nite 


ar. organized one nighter gift prop- 
sition, along with a regular com- 
ly routine, for son of its straight 
) ire theatres during February 
Warners, following a recent experi- 
ment in a few houses, is also laying 
it one nighter time. 
Wilmer & Vincent i- among the 
! independen. chains falling in 


ne on the practice of giveaways 
to help attract for thi d and fourth 
run pictures. According to some in- 
dies, revived. gift nigl.ts have made 
that day the best of the week, re- 
gardless of film product. 





Resume Drive to Locate 
Disappearing Film Prints 


ensive investigation is again 

ier way by the Copyright Pro 
tection Bureau looking to the loca- 
tio: of numerous prints’ which, 
after being played by exhibitors, 
have never been returned to the 
exchange. CPB is acting on com- 


plaints received from 
tributors, 
Belief 


several dis- 


ex- 
up 


is that the bootleg 
change business is springing 
again. Checking up is a risky busi- 
ness for CPB and the distribs in- 
volved since the distributor feels he 
cannot blame the exhibitor on the 
chance that film has been inter- 
cepted in transit back to its right- 
ful exchange, 

Last year between $15,000 and 
$20,000 was spent in litigation in an 
attempt to kill off bootleg film 
sales, 








BIG NEWSREELS 
TIE ON SCOOPS 


Fox-Hearst and Pathe tie in the 
newsreel scoop score for the month 





of January at the two Broadway 
newsreel theatres The two have 
seven outstanding clips apiece to 
their credit. 1 3 third with 
five clips and |] ount is last 
with four 
THE SCORE 
Fox-Hearst 
Missouri s! ) sce! 
i) iti x 
Lé 1 I i ip 
Henry Berenger’s French declara- 
tion 


Harry Daughe 
Ha rding. 


Senator Wolcott 


rty’s interview on 


on reconstruc- 
tion. 


Gandhi in Bombay. 


Pathe 

Burin of Segovi at pier. 
Philippi iemand independence, 
I d 
> é n deatl 
Huey Loi nterview. 
Herndon cruiser wreck 

Universal 
Snow ! rooned Bodie, Cal 
Mussolini ceremoni« 
Mexican treasure city. 


Ohio girl murder, 
Prison’s cafeteria system, 


Paramount 


Einstein-Lorenz in sound. 
Britain’s plane mother ship 
Parachute cloud jumping. 


Hawaii's Ameri 
defends Honolulu. 


‘an representative 


COMPLETING SHORTS 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Smith and Dale, on Warners con- 
tract list as stars, have headed east 
to clean up their Paramount shorts. 

















ROXY, New York 


This Week (JAN. 29) 


LARK an 
cCULLOUG 


With 
Miss COLETTA RYAN 
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15 years of 
Showmanship! 








Ho-de-ho! Balaban & Katz! 
Congratulations on your 


MILLS DANCE ORCHESTRAS, 





or chestt® 


February 12 to March 17 
in Publix-B. & K. Theatres 


Management 


owaAY 


Booked 
CHICAGO 


* 150 West 46th St. 
New York City 


























GRAUMAN’S CHINESE THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD 


ERRY ASKAMSMI 


NATIONAL ORANGE SHOW, SAN BERNARDINO, CALIF. 
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You can’t: helps 
doing Week-End 
Business Every 
Day in the Week 
with this unpre- 
cedented 


WARNER BROS. and 
FIRST NATIONAL 
FEBRUARY LINE-UP 


WILLIAM POWELL in “HIGH PRESSURE” 


Beat “Road to Singapore” at N. Y. Strand opening—January | 
28th. Rave Reviews Everywhere. A Warner Bros. Picture. | 
© 


EDWARD G. ROBINSON in “THE HATCHET MAN” 


With Loretta Young. Outthrills “ Little Caesar” and “Five Star 
Final.” Opens N. Y. Winter Garden, February 4th. A First 
National Picture. ” e 


“OLD MAN MINICK” by EDNA FERBER 


With “Chic” Sale and Dickie Moore. Set to reap “Cimar- 
ron” profits. A Warner Bros. Picture. 


JOE E. BROWN in “FIREMAN, SAVE MY CHILD” ~ 


Rated as Brown’s greatest comedy clean-up. A natural | 
for Washington Birthday dates.. A First National Picture. , 
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WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 





THE 





Sweet Nineteen 


Gale Quadruplets celebrated nine- 
teenth birthday at Apollo Theatre, 
New York, where they are featured 
In George White’s “Scandals.” Their 
if second White show; last season’s 
was “Flying High.” Names as re- 
vealed by birthday notice are Jane, 
Jean, Joan and June. But Benny 
Holzman forgot to put in that they 
were discovered by Fanchon and 
Marco, and got their first stage ex 
perience in the Ideas. 


| Idea Shifts 


“Fine Feathers” Idea plays Louis- 

ville Ri&lto Theatre, week Feb. 19, 
{nstead of Indiana Theatre, Indian- 

apolis. Indianapolis will get a new 

idea that week, and Fox, St. Louis, 

will get a new one, too. Names will 

be announced by Doc Howe next 


week 





Status Quo 

Jack Partington, stager of “Lime- 
house Nights” Idea, wires Marco to 
wire Doc Howe to wire manager to 
order No. 2 act to keep out of 
Japanese curio shops in cities on 
F. & M. route. Act No. 2 is the 
Wing Wah Trio, which tells its own 
story, as Hershel Stuart would say. 


Gaby Gabby 
That prince of ventriloquists 
frank Gaby, tells Frisco reporters 
Brooklyn, N. Y., is greatest city in 
the world. Later reveals it is his 
birthplace. Also tells of his star- 
ring engagements in “Artists and 
Models,” “Passing Show” and other 
Suhbert classics. Now with F. & M. 

“Cherry Blossoms” Idea. 


You take no chances when 


F. & M. spot your act! 


They’ve got to be better than good to direct F. & M. 
shows. Here is the staff that guarantees their quality : 


SEYMOUR FELIX BUSBY BERKELEY 


Director of all musical scenes in “Palmy Producer of “Street Singer.” Staged 
Days,” “Whoopee,” ‘Flying High.” dances for“‘Connecticut Yankee?’ “Present 
Also director of several Ziegfeld Follies. Arms” and Paramount’s “Whoopee.” 


LOU McDERMOTT LEON LEONIDOFF 


Director of “Dream House.” Composer Former production director of the Roxy 
of “If I Had a Girl Like You.” For —produced Roxy stage shows since 
years ace producer for Par-Publix. theatre opened. 


FANCHON LARRY CEBALLOS 


Famous as “America’s Only Woman Originator of the famous “Serpent 
Producer.” Supervised F. & M. shows Dance.” Produced several shows at the 
since their inception. Music Box, New York City. 


GAE FOSTER 


Fanchon’s right-hand “man” has pro- 
duced over one hundred successful 
** Ideas.” 











Eunice Admits 


Eunice Healy, hit of Ed Wynn's 
“Yaugh Parade,” tells Bob Grannis, 
“Graphic”: “I got my start with 
Fanchon & Marco”; while James 
Aswell, Central Press, tells of F. & 
M.’s newest star, Betty Compson, 
5 that ship stewards had to chase her 
j admirers off ocean Hner at Man- 
hattan dock, so the darn boat could 
leave on time, Betty’s F. & M. Idca 
had smash opening, Los Angeles, 

last week. 


F. & M. Starters 


Only night club doing big business 
fm Miami said to be Frolic, whose 
feature attraction is Wells, Win- 
throp and Stanley. Miami ‘News” 
writer reveals act comes from F. & 
M. Ideas. Seattle (Wash.) “News” 
reveals Barbara Blanchard, star of 
Pacific National Singers on Coast 
tadio hookup, got professional start 
With Fanchon & Marco, 
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Accent Fools 


The boys who must be English, 
but sern’t, Val and Ernie Stanton, 
are headlining with a bang in F, 
& M.'s “Limehouse Nights” Idea. 
British accent has managers every- 
where laying bets they’re right off 
the boat. Armando and Lita clean- 
ing up in this Idea with their mar- 
j velous Spanish dances. Don Car- 
Toll another hit act with striking 
tenor voice, 
| We Pass Out 
_ Such modesty never before wit- 
messed in show business as clip 
from Portland (Ore.) “News Tele- 
gram” reveals. Almost solid half 
page of F. & M. photos under head 
running clear across page saying: 
, ine reasons why they’re called 
Sunkist’ Beauties.” Top F. & M. 
Publicity of year, but not as much 
as a card or note attached credit- 
ing persons responsible. 


‘No wonder the “names” are flocking to.... 





Word Slingers 


Jack Byram, “New York Times,” 
Prints appreciation of Lucille Page's 
dancing in Mr. Carroll’s Vanities, 
) and states biographically: “Fanchon 

Marco glady gave her things to 
do on their happy-go-lucky stages 
up and down the ocean-side,” for- 
Betting that Lucille’s Idea played 
Peoria, St. Louis and Kankakee. 
And Jack Lait, King Features, de- 
Scribes F. & M. yarn on Ruth 
and as “romantically touching,” 

1e crniet 


Radio Notable 


Phil Kalar, noted baritone, be- 
fan series of programs entitled 
“ong Portraits” over WLS, Chi- 
cago, giving characterizations (not 
® “Variety” word) of famous song 
figures. First program big success 
and much is expected of series. 
Kalar Started as songster years ago 
With Fanchon & Marco, adding an- 


_ name to a large and growing 


Offices 
SEATTLE 











VARIETY 















































Tuesday, February 2, 1932 


SEE 


BY THE 
PAPERS 


that 


“name competition is keener 
than ever in front of Broad- 


way theatres today”’ 











THIS TRADE-MARK 
IS IN DEMAND! 


Can he keep it up? 


PARDON US (Laurel-Hardy) 

GUILTY HANDS (Lionel Barrymore) 

THIS MODERN AGE (Joan Crawford) 

NEW WALLINGFORD (Haines, Durante) 
SUSAN LENOX (Garbo, Gable) 

SIN OF MADELON CLAUDET (Helen Hayes) 
CUBAN LOVE SONG (Lawrence Tibbett, Durante) 
THE GUARDSMAN (Lunt-Fontanne) 
POSSESSED (Crawford, Gable) 

PRIVATE LIVES (Shearer~ Montgomery) 
MATA HARI (Garbo, Novarro, L. Barrymore) 


Certainly! 


THE CHAMP (Wallace Beery, Jackie Cooper) 
HELL DIVERS (Wallace Beery, Clark Gable) 
EMMA (Marie Dressler) 

LOVERS COURAGEOUS (Robert Montgomery) 
FREAKS (Just You Wait!) 

TARZAN THE APE MAN (Johnny Weismuller) 
ARSENE LUPIN (John and Lionel Barrymore) 
not to mention 

GRAND HOTEL (Garbo, Crawford, Beery, 

John and Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone) 


—and 1932 is still young! 








(NEWS ITEM REPRINTED FROM 


N. Y. MORNING TELEGRAPH, JAN. 25th) 





the Capitol 


Theatre 
needs is 





<< | 
——uh, 





Personalities yanked from the 
radio world to fill the breach that 
good product should fill! Crooners 
galore on the Main Stem! Stage 
names and Hot Jazz Bands! Up 
and down Broadway that’s true 
—with one notable exception! 


—all that 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER PICTURES 


Ain’t it the truth! 
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CUTS EAST END 
OF 110 HOUSES 
OFF FOX-WC 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 
deal the 
brothers Eddie 


Eddie Peskay for the Midland cir- 


Reported by Skouras 


with Alperson 


cuit takes in 110 houses which were 


the former M. B. Schanberg (Mid- 
land) and Elmer Rhoden (Midwest) 
theatres. It’s not to be confused } 
with Midwesco and the Illinois 
houses, which are a part of Fox- 
WC, but locally operated. Midland 
embraces Kansas-Missouri terri- 
tory. 


It awpears as if the Skourases are 


letting "the eastern end of Fox- West | 


Coast go. 
Skouras negotiations with Alper- 
gon-Peskay are believed to be on 


and | 








percentage similar to the Skourases’ 
own Fox-WC deal, with no cash 
passing. 

Fox-West Coast goes as far east 
as Kansas City and into the north 
and southwest. 





E. Alperson recently resigned as 
gen. sales mgr. for Warners after 
having held that position two 
months. Eddte Preskay was eastern 
theatre operator for WB until last 
week, when he abruptly resigned to 
go into the theatre deal with Alper- 
son. Peskay’s home grounds are in 
the Midland circuit section, 





Hoffman Moves Up 
= * 


successor to 


Hoffman has been named 


Edward as 


of Warne 


Peskay 
eastern division head 
theatres 

Hoffman, three years ago, sold his 
own circuit of 30 theatres in New 
England to the Warners. Moe Silver 
continues in charge of the western 
division, according to Joseph Bern- 
hard, 
cuit, 


general manager of the cir- 
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RUSS COLOMBO ordered 26,000 
PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRODUCTIONS 


FIRST QUALITY PHOTOGRAPHIC 
REPRODUCTIONS 


8 x 10 Glossy Finish Double Weight in 4 Poses, Postpaid 


Send us your photographs or negatives 


24 HOUR DELIVERY GUARANTEED 


FALLY MARKUS 
PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRODUCTION Corp. 


254 West 47th St., New York City 


- $20.50 











JOHNNIE 


Direction: 
Personal 





Congratulations to Balaban & Kaiz 
on Their 15th Anniversary 


TORRENCE 


NOW Publix-Balaban & Katz Chicago Theatre NOW 


WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
Management—MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


EDNA 














EXECUTIVE 2s 12 comecrion— 








Nl 

| Ten years of highest type New York merchandising experience, 

and, although knowing nothing of theatrical and motion picture 

business from within, his successful record proves he knows how | 

| to give the public what it wants. 

| He has earned high salaries, is young, and at present employed. 
But he believes that some alert theatrical or motion picture execu- 
tive can make good use of his services, and a future under the 
right man is of more interest than the immediate salary. 
furnish the highest type business and persona! references. 


Address Box 60, | 
Variety, 154 West 46th St., New York | 


He can 

















Dismiss 3rd Receivership 
Suit on Newark’s Little 


Newark, Feb. 1. 
Court dismissed the third re- 
ceivership of the Little and Cinema 
Company, Inc., now runs the house. 
It has Sidney Franklin as president | 
with non-theatrical support includ- 





ing Henry Lindenkohl, treasurer; | 
Mrs. Edith Lindenkohl, secretary, 
and 


Adelaide Brownell, vice-presi- 
dent. | 
Under the old organization there 


were 52 interested When ‘Zwei 
Herzen’ came along, and they saw 
| the crowds, they became convinced 
or at least two of them did, that 
Franklin was holding back o 


profits, not realizing thai there wer« 
some lean weeks preceding. The 
two converted the others, hence the 


sut now with the rent 
cut and fewer bosses it looks as 
though the fourth receivership 
won't come this season. 


F-WC MAKES PROFIT | 
ON SPECIAL KID BILLS 


receivership. 





los Angeles, Feb. 1 | 
Interest iy special children S| 
matinees is increasing. Fox-Wesi} 


Coast reports 84 of its houses now} 
Saturday. 


theatres 


run these shows every 


Practically all cate 


ins 


| to the kids say the mats are show- 


ing a profit. Of the 84 houses ¢2 
pick suitable features and shorts); 


if the regular program is unfit for! 


| the kids. 


| conditions for exhibitors in the ter- 


Snow Hurts Minn. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 1. 
Heavy snowfalis are aggravating 


| ritory. In many instances roads are} 





| 


| 





made impassible and the transients | 


are being kept out of the towns. 


Business, as a whole, is just now} 


at the lowest point of the slump, 
small town exhibitors claim. 


SEEK IOWA FIREBUG 
Buffalo Center, Ia., Feb. 1, 

Firebug, believed to have caused 
destruction of four business 
ings here two weeks ago with $80,- 
000 loss, was sought this week after 
a vain attempt to set fire to the 
New Iowa theatre Jan. 26. Theatre 
had been vacant two weeks. 


——EEE 


build- | 





| 


Oil-soaked rags were found and) 


the blaze extinguished before it had 
gained headway. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


SCREEN MUFFLES EXPLOSION | 


Albany, N. Y., Feb. 1. 

Panic in the Pine Hillis theatre, 
neighborhood, was averted when an 
oil burner exploded in the basement 
during a film performance. 

Explosion happened while a char- 
acter in a comedy was pushing an- 
other down a coal chute, Noise of 
the action on the screen drowned 


the real explosion. } 





Columbus Indie Stays Open 


Columbus, Feb. 1. 

J. Real Neth, owner and operator | 
of the Grand theatre, only first run 
indie house here, announced Satur- 
day (30) that he had bookings ar- 
ranged through May and that re- 
ports that his house would close! 
are wrong. 

Theatre has silenced its organ | 
and Neth is handling the p. a. work | 


to keep expenses down. | 
| 


Predict Further Dwindling of 
Substitution by Film Distribs 





Substitution for pletures con- 
tracted by the exhibitor is becom- 
ing more rare. A practice which 
has always inished theatres with 
cause for complaint is heading for 
Oblivion in the opinion of distribu- | 
tion men lhe percentage system | 
( playir has much to do with this, 

€ be le ve 

While percentage buying may be 


liding to me extent as a result of 
disturbance it 1s pointed 


producer-distributor 


economi« 


out that the 


portance of theatres continuing on 


that basis. It would be penny wise 
and pound foolish, it is added, to 
substitute product with flat rental 


accounts to get the edge on delivery, 
because, at the same time, the dis- 
trib would be paying for 
or more through his percentage sit- 
uations 

number 


Even ii the ol percentage 


must be guided primarily by the im- | 


it doubly | 


accounts dwindle the coming year, 
contention is made that it would 
still be unwise on the part of the 
distrib to gyp himself in partnership 
playing of pictures by either pro- 
duction or star substitutions. 

In that the distrib is a partner of 


the exhib under percentage, substi- 
tutions affecting both sides. During 
the past year these substitutions 
have been at their lowest. In the 
old days, before percentage applied 
to selling of pictures, the number of 


substitutions yearly was sometimes 
included entire pro- 
star substitu- 


amazing. This 
ductions and story or 
tions. 

Another factor tending to cut 
down the number of pictures deliv- 


ered in place of certain designated 
features as sold under contract is 
'the tendency of producers to sell 
|} star series, fulfilling delivery there 
rather than on titles 
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Hl oarseness GOeCS AWAY ce 


Sore Throat stays away— 


when you gargle with 





speeds recovery from sore throat. 


The prevention and relief of colds is due, of 
course, to Listerine’s amazing power to kill 
germs—even the most dangerous and resistant 
varieties—in the fastest time that can be accu- 
rately recorded. It reduces mouth bacteria 98 %. 

At the same time that it kills germs, Lister- 
ine acts beneficially on human tissues. There 
it differs from harsh mouth washes that have 
to be diluted before they are safe. Nothing 
relieves and relaxes a hoarse, tired throat, 


more than Listerine. 


And regular twice-a-day gargling with Lister- 
ine has been proved by exact scientific study 
of 102 persons in normal health—to prevent 
66% of colds—and to make colds be only one- 
third as long-lasting, one-quarter as severe. 

It will pay you to gargle with Listerine twice 
daily—and at other times, when your voice is 
hoarse. Lambert Pharmacal Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


LISTERINE 


If your voice gets hoarse, or your throat tired 
and sore, you cannot sing or speak your lines 
well. So you are going to welcome the news 
that gargling Listerine relieves hoarseness; 
often prevents 66% of colds; and greatly 







































Congratulations to Balaban & Katz! 


and His Famous Orchestra 


MANAGEMENT 


MILLS DANCE ORCHESTRAS, Inc. 


150 WEST 46th ST., NEW YORK CITY 


Duke Ellington 


“CREATOR OF A NEW VOGUE IN AMERICAN DANCE MUSIC!” 
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Six Momth« Gone-_ 
NOW WHAT? 




















































SHE WANTED A 
MILLIONAIRE 








James Kirkwood © Dorothy Peterson 
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WHAT you play the rest of this season means the 
difference between the year’s profit and loss. 
TAKE a look at the RECORD before you fill a single 
one of those valuable play dates. 
THEN you'll book the most RELIABLE profit 
product available—Fox Pictures. 
: The first part of this season 
_FOX GAVE YOU such hits as. ss _ 
MERELY MARY ANN BAD GIRL 
THE YELLOW TICKET DANCE TEAM 
YOUNG AS YOU FEEL DELICIOUS | 
THE CISCO KID 
or the rest 0 * season i 
og og ee _ 
GAYNOR FARRELL | J4N® GA YNOR 
Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm Pe 
Directed by Al Santell who gave you “Daddy Long Legs” 
WILL ROGERS 
AFTER TOMORROW 
Frank Boome Production with CHARLES FARRELL, MARIAN Business ond Pleasure 
NIXON, Minna Gomtell, Jo ‘i Hull, Wm. Collier, Sr. From Booth Tarkington's novel “The Plutocrat” 
& 
DISORDE RLY CONDUCT | = suzy mums srencen Taacr, 
Plus many others of the. same calibre 
id RIGHT NOW for February lst release _ . 7] 
| ex sloitation victur e of the yor... ef 





JOAN BENNETT 
SPENCER TRACY 
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VAUDE SHAKEDOWN PROBE 


Re-assessment This Wk. May Give HIRE IIE DUERY RK (Maj jor Booking Agencies Asked 
NVA Chance to Dispose of Costly 
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N. Y. Clubhouse—Chi Branch Shut 





A meeting will be held some time 
this week between the lessee and 
land owner of the NVA clubhouse 
property on West 46th street, New 
York, for the purpose of re-assess- 
Re-assessment is due 
21-year lease expir- 
ing May i, 1932. It is expected there 
will be an increase of around $100,- 
000 of the value of the land, whose 
value 21 years ago was placed at 
$200,000. 

Re-assessment may provide a 
means for getting rid of the costly; 
clubhouse, which the NVA has de- 
sired to do for more than a year. 
Several offers were reported made 
lately for the place, but the NVA 
was unable to accept through hay- 
ing no authoritative quote on the 
property’s present value. If a sub- 
lessee is not secured by May 1, the 
NVA can drop the expensive club- 
house by failing to pick up its sec- 
ond 2i-year option. But another 
tenant will be sought meanwhile to 


ing its value. 
now, with the 


prevent further possible losses 
through forced occupancy up to 
May 1. 


Cheaper New York social quar- 
ters cannot be leased until the 46th 
street place is disposed off because 
of the necessity under that arrange- 
ment of paying rent in two places. 

Last week, following Henry Ches- 
terfield’s first attendance as a mem- 
ber of the board, the NVA’s execu- 
tive problems were ironed out with 
appointment of a new executive 
committee to handle the NVA Fund 
matters. Its most important as- 
signment will be to devise means of 
raising funds for next year. The 
committee of three comprises Pat 
Casey, Major Leslie Thompson of 
RKO, and Sam Dembow of Par- 
Publix. 

Casey Sticking 


Casey's acceptance of the commit- 
teeship besides no further mention 
of him resigning as treasurer of the 
NVA Fund, indicated he may have 
been persuaded to continue until 


the NVA ttroubles are finally 
straightened out. Ed Schiller, of 
Loew's, who spent around four 


months representing the managers 
in the recent NVA litigation, was 
reported to have declined a position 
on the committee, though remaining 
a member of the board. 

An NVA session probably will be 
held this week to settle the fund 
raising matter. This was taken up 
in a preliminary way at the board 
meeting in the VMA offices last 
week, one result of which was the 
committee appointment. The mem- 
bers of the latter were asked to sub- 
mit plans for raising money as soon 
as possible. 

Sentiment of the board members, 
representing all of the major cir- 
cuits, was said to be unanimously 
against the past hat passing devices 
for NVA fund raising, with all de- 


Sirous of cutting out the begging 
thing. 
As one means of reducing the 


Overhead, permanent closing of the 
NVA's Chicago clubrooms in the 
Woods building was voted for and 
will occur on Feb. 15. Bill McGowan 
has been in charge there. 

Sparse number of visitors in the 
Loop club lately was mentioned by 
Chesterfield in the closing recom- 
mendation. The shut-down will 
Save around $900 a month. The Los 
Angeles club room, ir charge of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry English, will con- 
tinue without cuts. 


LOVE LECTURER CANCELS 
Feb. 1. 
Warned that he musi lay off any 
rect sex talk, Dr. M. Sayle Taylor, 
‘tried love’ lecturer, cancelled 


his dat Auditorium here last 
week. 


Lynchburg, 


‘mn 


at the 


} lind conducted a three 
weeeks’ lecture course in *Roanoke, 
Va Controversy looked like pub- | 
lici iirst, but Taylor pulled out 


, heutl lighting city’s edict. 





18 Years Later 


Jack Curtis and Charlie Allen, 
who were a vaude team 18 years 
ago, are reteaming as RKO agents. 
It ends Allen’s 12 years’ association 
with the M. S. Bentham office. 

Curtis is taking Allen in 
partner. For income the 
fice is reputed to stad 
first three RKO agencies. 

Team will use its old 
Curtis and Allen. 

Arrangement between Curtis and 
Allen is understood to call for 
transfer of the latter’s personally 
handled acts from the Bentham of- 
fice to the new agency’s books, It 
may result in the new office re- 
placing Weber-Simon in first place 
in the business volume list of RKO 
agencies. 


Lyda Says Lou Told 
Her to Ask $1,000, 
And She’s Asking 


Lyda Roberti will foil as usual 
for Lou Holtz on the latter’s 
straight vaudeville bill at Warner's 
Hollywood, New York, for $1,000 a 
week, which is the figure Lou told 
her she was worth at the Palace, 
says Lyda. The Polish girl returns 
from Hollywood today (Tuesday), 
after making a talker for Para- 
mount there. The Morris office has 
been doing her business with Holtz 
in her absence. 

When that Holtz bill at the Pal- 
lace last fall looked like it would 
run for a while, which it eventually 
did, and everybody was talking 
about more money, Holtz was sup- 
posed to have advised Lyda that she 
was worth $1,000 to RKO. That 
was the amount she requested for 
some neighb dates with Holtz be- 
fore leaving for Hollywood. 

But his alleged advice to Lyda 
appeared to have kicked back last 
week when Holtz was shopping for 
his own bill at the Hollywood. He 
had a certain amount to spend in 
his booking capacity and lLyda’s 
demand for a grand was reported 
to exceed the amount he originally 
intended to pay. 

Anyway, with Lyda 99% set yes- 
terday (Monday), it appeared the 
Holtz show is ready for its Feb. 15 
opening at the Hollywood, following 
a break-in percentage week at the 
Shubert, Newark. Clark and Mc- 
Cullough will play that date with 
the rest of the bill. It was wrongly 
reported C. & C.’s Roxy booking 
would interfere, but the team closes 
there Friday (5). 


as 
among the 


billing, 








Actor Walkout Victim 


‘Cincinnati, Feb. 1. 
boys walked out of Borrah 
Minevitch’s harmonica act Sunday 
at RKO Albee, after working first 
day of week’s engagement. 

Act is continuing in top spot with 
Minevitch and five boys. Inte- 
nal friction and dispute over sal- 
aries said to be cause of trouble. 


C.A.P.A.’s Frisco Branch 





live 


San Francisco, Feb. 1. 
Local chapter of California Ar- 
tists’ Protective Association was 


formed here by Frank Freeman, 
president, up from Hollywood to get 
the movement under 

Warne Beeman nan 
iHiermie Rose sec-tre 


way. 


ed v and 


.p. 


White-Agnew Teaming 


Thelma White and Bobby Agnew 





i'thea 


rAaevill 
vaudevill 
currently at 
York, Agnew 1s 


e. 


teamil for e. 
Miss White i 
Hollywood, New 


former film jut 


are 
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Circuit Calls in Cops Follow- 





in Boston, Charged with 
Extortion Attempt — Nat | 
Sobel Implicated 





AGENT EXODUS? 


downs are going on 
vaudeville circles was started in 
New York yesterday (Monday) fol- 
lowing the arrest in Boston of a 
former actor on charges of attempt- 
ed extortion. Nick Jordan, for- 
merly hair of a comedy team known 
as Jordan and Thomas, is being 
held in that city pending a hearing. 
He was unable to raise bail set at 
$25,000. 

Specific charge against Jordan is 
that he attempted to extort money 
from Doc Breed and Jack Connally 
of the Boston RKO booking office. 
He is further alleged to have or- 
dered Breed and Connally to book 
certain acts by threatening violence. 
He is alleged to have said he was 
Boston representative for a New 
York RKO agent, Nat Sobel, and to 
have flashed a letter from Sobel 
recommending him as such, 

Yesterday morning (Monday) on 
the RKO ‘sixth floor,’ detectives of 


the West 47th street station, New 
York, grilled Sobel to determine 
whether he was involved in th: 4s- 


serted extortion attempt. Sobel ad- 
mitted designating Jordan as his 
Boston representative and giving 
him his list of acts to submit In 
that city, but denied having knowl- 
edge of Jordan’s alleged strong-arm 
work which brought the charges 
and the actor’s arrest. He was 
barred from the booking office 
pending further investigation. 
Sweeping Investigation 
Following the questioning of So- 
bel the RKO booking office re- 
quested a police investigation of 
all agents and bookers on suspicion 
that similar cases might be uncov- 
ered in New York and elsewhere. 
Regardless of how this may break, 
it is likely to result in a wholesale 
house cleaning of RKO agents with 
the floor regarded by the booking 
office as again considerably over- 
crowded with superfluous repre- 
sentatives. This crowding tends to 
breed discontentment and petty an- 
noyance, if not actual blackjacking 
from desperation, RKO believes, 
(Continued on page 33) 





Try to Stop Silvers 
From Par Appearance 





Attorneys for Sid Silvers were 
granted a temporary stay by Judge 
Levy, New York Supreme court, 
yesterday (Monday), when the 
material writer was asked to show 
cause why an injunction should 
not be delivered against him by the 
Max Richards & Harry Lenetska 
agency. Latter charges breach of 
contract. 

Silvers, playing the New York 
Paramount this week with Lilyan 
Tashman, is under contract to the 
agency as a writer and act doctor 
for five years, according to Rich- 


ceived an order to show cause 
from Judge May on Saturday (30). 

Agents claim Silvers was ob- 
ligated to go to Reading, Pa., 
Saturday to wor’ on the Al Shayne 
act opening there, but Mngered for 
the Paramount date, instead. 


TRACEY SET ET BACK 

CBS's ‘Street Sing2r’s’ (Arthur 
Tracey) date at the Capitol, New 
York, set for Feb. 12, has been put 
back until Feb. 19 

Metro’s ‘Emma,’ which comes into 
Capitol Feb. 6 for two weeks, 
caused the switch. 

Tracey 








the 


A search for evidence that shake- | 
in the best | 


ards & Lenetska. The agency re- ; 


went out of the Cafe De! Loew's, shifts to Warners Feb. 5 
La Paix last week with the Jacques 
'Renard orchestra. 


To Wipe Qut Phoney Benefits; 





Gag Syndication 


Whenever 
Jack Benny, 


Georgie Jessel, 
Nat Burns (Burns 


and Allen), and Jay C. Flippen 
strike a gag that’s worthwhile 
using in the act, they im- 
mediately wire it to each 
other, 

Idea is that other gag- 


grabbers will grab anyway, so 


the boys figure they might as 
well beat them to it! =pread- 
ing it around and kiiiing it 


before the grabbers hook on, 


Marilyn Miller, 
Rubin-Haley for 
Palace Run Bill 











A triple name Dill 
Marilyn Miller, Benny Rubin and 
Jack Haley may go into the RKO 
Palace, New York, Feb. 27 for a 
possible run. Miss Miller was ten- 
tatively set yesterday (Monday) at 
$5,000 a week, her original asking 
price. RKO’s first offer was $4,000. 

The present Palace Beatrice 
Lillie-headlined bill, now in _ its 
third week, wi'l be held a fourth. 
This leaves the two weeks of Feb. 
13-20 open and necessitates a spe- 
cial two-week’s bill before the Mil- 


topped by 


ler-Haley-Rubin combination is 
available, 
Last week, its second, the Lillie 


bill grossed $30,000, which gave the 
Palace a slight profit, An even 
break on the fourth week will be 
considered satisfactory. 





Hollywood, Feb. 1, 

Warners is not exercising its op- 
tion on Marilyn Miller, despite that 
her contract calls for several more 
pictures, because of the musical 
comedy star’s high salary. 

Miss Miller’s original agreement 
called for $100,000 per film, but al- 
though this figure had been con- 
siderably reduced the studio still 
deemed the stipend too high. Miss 
Miller only made three pictures for 
Warners-First National, which were 
Sally,’ ‘Sonny,’ and ‘Her Majesty. 
Love,’ in over two years of her 
cinema connection with shows in- 
tervening. 

That neither WB or FN have a 
musical scheduled for the new sea- 
son is also believed a factor in the 
star’s non-continuance with this 
company. 


‘Hit the Deck’ Condensed 


A miniature ‘Hit the Deck’ mu- 
sical may be played by the Loew 
picture houses. 

Sam Lyons has the matter in 
hand. The agent is said to have 
tentatively engaged Jimmy Savo for 
the lead, 











ne 


YOUNG COOPER DELAYED 


Another picture call from Metro 
on the Coast has forced postpone- 
ment of Jackie Cooper’s eastern 
stage weeks until March 26. 

On that @ate the picture kid opens 
for Warners in Pittsburgh with an- 
other WB week at the Mastbaum, 
Philadelphia. Then Fox-F. & M. 
pick him up for the two ensuing 
weeks, one of which will probably 
be the Roxy, New York. 





Alice White’s WB Week 





Alice White, now playing for 
for 
a week at the Mastbaum, Phila- 


| delphia 


First Meeting Is Due This Week 


ing Arrest of Nick Jordan, | 


At a meeting to be held in New 
York some time this week, the ma- 
jor stage and radio bookings offices 


will seek means to mutually wipe 
out the so-called ‘benefit racket.’ 
According to RKO, which suggested 
the meeting, the benefit evil has 
grown to a point where actors are 
being systematically bilked, worthy 
charities cheated and the business 
of circuit owned club booking bu- 
reaus that operate legitimately se- 
riously threatened. 

RKO will suggest to the other 
booking heads the formation of a 
committee to investigate and may 
even go so far as to advise ap- 
pointment of a permanent and 


jointly maintained group to deter- 
mine the worthiness of all benefit 
shows when applications for talent 
are received. 

Current economic conditions have 
widened the field for benefit rack- 
eteers, RKO declares, and have 
given them more promoting oppor- 
tunities than were possible before, 
Few organizations, benevolent or 
otherwise, and churches have been 
omitted from benefit sponsorship 
this year. Where formerly these 
charitable outlets, excepting a few 
large ones, staged their annual or 
periodical sh vs in the clubhouse, 
the church or a neighborhood hall 
or theatre, they now do it in a 
Broadway theatre. This expansion 
was possible through the efforts of 
the benefit promoters. 

Promoters’ Big Slice 

In less than half of the benefits 
staged in Broadway houses for 
worthy causes do the right propor- 
tion of proceeds go to the charity, 
RKO charges. A big slice of the 
net in numerous cases is claimed 
to have gone to the promoters, 

The most widely practiced chisel, 
according to RKO’s preliminary in- 
vestigating, is the old gag of over 
charging the expense list. Some 
benefit engineers are claimed to 
have netted from $2,000 to $3,000 
for themselves, with the charity of- 
ten getting less than an even split. 
While the promoter’s end is in the 
clear, for all promotional expenses 
such as theatre rental, items such 
as printing, etc., are paid out of 
the gross, 

Actors have always been marks 
for benefit sharps. A dependable 
source where performers can secure 
information about the sponsors 
when asked to play benefits may 
also be established if RKO’s sug- 
gestions are adopted. 

Those invited by RKO to attend 
the meeting are the booking heada 
of Loew's, Warners, Fox-Fanchon 
& Marco, NBC and CBS, or their 
representatives. 





Postpone Mitzi Again 


Mitzi Green’s vaude time for RKG 
is set back again, this time for 
three weeks from Feb. 1, when she 
was to have opened in St. Louis 
and work her way eastward. RKO- 
Radio called the kid back for re- 
takes on ‘Girl Crazy.’ 

The RKO booking office shipped 
Irene Franklin out to St. Louis to 
fill on the coming week’s show. 





Chase’s Personals 


Charlie Chase, star of film shorts 
and under contract to Hal Roach, 
will make a personal appearance 
tour of the picture houses. 

toute, being arranged on the 
Coast, includes only the opener, the 
Oriental, Chicago, for B. & K. 
Feb. 5. In the pdst Chase has made 
personals only on the Coast. 





Janney’s RKO Dates 
San Francisco, Feb 1. 
Leon Janney, kid picture player, 
goes RKO vaude, opening at the 








Golden Gate and following with 
Oakland Orpheum. 
He has already played Los 
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The Greatest Dramatie Hit Ever 
Produeed. Now thrilling Broad- 
way. 8.R.O. from the Start at $2 
Criterion Theatre. 


















“A lasting credit to 
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Direct Booking 


to Cut Out Agents 





Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 


California Artists’ Protective 
Assn., recently formed body of 
vaude and club performers, pulled! 


book- 


a sneak on local agents and 
ing offices and made the rounds of 


vaude theatres, offering to duplicate 
the bills played for less money than | 


the houses were paying the agents. | 
: 2 


Association was originally formed 
to standardize the salaries paid 
performers in and around Los An- 
geles. A $7.50 minimum per day 
for singles and $15 for teams was 
demanded for local dates, with the 
amount increasing, according to the 








TAFT HOTEL 


208-210 So. &th Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Subway connection to all theatres 
110 rooms newly remodelled 
Rates positively lowest in Phila. 
Double (with bath)....$12.00 
Three in room 15.00 











BOBBY MAY 


“Doing Something New” 
With JOE HOLMES 


Edw. 8. Keller ouR-K-O 











distance of the towns played from 
L. A. 

Agents who were for the organ- 
lization when it was founded are 


now burning and claiming price cut- 
ting among the members. 
Committee which called on the 


agents the works, 
they, the agents, were hold- 

the theatres. Monterey, 
and Million Dollar theatre 
refused to do business with the ac- 
tors but it is claimed that several 
day dates are interested in 
booking direct. 

Last week the C.A.P.A. held a 
general meeting to discuss the pos- 
sibilities of cutting the minimum 
salaries to $5 and $10, but did not 
come to any decision. Effort of 
the association to book direct with 
the theatres is supposed to be in 
lan effort to hold up their original 


scale. 


ij theatres gave the 
saying 
ing up 


| Strand 


one 





CA. Ase chances of getting 
other than the smal! houses are 
isliim. RKO and Warners are the 


only big houses using vaude here- 
abouts. Former has its own book- 
ing department, while Warners is 
tied to Bert Levey. 





WB, Milwaukee, Drop Acts 
Milwaukee, Feb. 1. 
Warner has gone back to straight 
| peetees following an experiment 
with vaude. 








COMMISSION SPLIT 


Morris Office Divides with 2 RKO 
Agents—Morrts’ tdea 





O. L. Oz and Charlie Morrison, 
both RKO agents, will split the 
commission with the William Mor- 
ris office over bookings by Morris 
with RKO for the lIatter’s Coast 
picture houses. 

Abe Lastfogel, of the Morris of- 
fice, in casual conversation with 
Joe Plunkett, theatre operator for 
RKO, suggested big names for the 
red RKO all-picture houses in Los 
Angeles and San Francisco. sast- 
fogel thought Ted Lewis, Duke 
Ellington and Thurston might re- 
main two or three weeks each in 
these houses. 

As the bookings progressed it was 
disclosed that while Morris was the 
general agent for the acts, Oz was 
the RKO rep for Ellington ani 
Morrison the same for Lewis. 

Before the commission matter 
had become a controversy, the RKO 
agents got together with the Mor- 
ris office and the compromise fol- 
lowed. That the booking had been 
entered into only for the RKO pic- 
ture houses, and not for the vaude- 
film theatres, raised the first ques- 
tion. 





Levy Heads F-M Unit 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 
Bert Levy, the cartoonist, will 
head a Fanchon & Marco unit 
booked by Bill Perlberg. 
Levy heads east preparatory to 
going out on the tour. Larry Ce- 
ballos will stage. 








Wins Once, Sues Again 


Troy, N. Y., Feb. 1. 

Characterizing as ‘fantastic’ the 
suit for $110,000 damages brought 
by Georgetta Urretia, dancer, 
against the City of Troy, as a se- 
quel to burns when the flames of 
a gas jet in a dressing room at 
historic Music Hall ignited her 
shawl and high comb, Corporation 
Counsel Frank S. Parmenter an- 
nounced the municipality would 
fight the action. 


Miss Urretia previously won a 
verdict of $15,000 against Music 
Hall and the Troy Savings Bank, 
owner of the auditorium, but re- 
ceived only $6,000, the remainder 
going for lawyer’s fees and ex- 
penses She now seeks. $110,000 


from the City of Troy, alleging on 
part part failure to enforce a 
re sulation requiring gas jets to 
have guards, 


Seeley-Fields, St. Louis 


* Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields 
open for Fox in St. Louis Friday 
(5). 
Booked for the one week, the a a 
will jump into New York after that 
to take up more time for the same | 
office. 


FOX EXTENDS DOWNEY 

After laying off the first half of 
this week, Morton Downey opens 
for one week for Fox today (2), at 
the Audubon, New York. On Feb. 5 
Downey goes to the Crotona for the 
first half. 

He plays the week for the same 
salary received at the Roxy, $4,000. 


its 
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Stagehands Get Judgment 
Against Upstate Showman 


Syracuse, Feb. 1, 

The unsuccessful presentation of 
vaude at the Empire in the fall of 
1930, when the house was operated 
by Charles Sesonske of Watertown, 
had an echo in Supreme Court here, 
when six house employes were 
granted judgments against the 
showman by Justice Charles Byrne. 

Harold La Vine, property man, 
recovered $236.01 and Daniel Ding- 
man, stage hand, 233.01. Others 
recovering and the amounts were: 
Arthur Laun, property man, $133.51; 


Charles Chamberlain, stage hana, 
$131.01; Frank Sehr, stage hand, 
$121.01, and Edward Fitzgerald, 
stage carpenter, $108.23. All awards 
carry interest from November, 1930, 


Executions issued by counsel for 
Sesonske’s former employes, mem- 
bers of the local stage hands’ 
Union, will be forwarded to Water. 
town today. 











Reward for Present Address 


HARRY FINE 


Night club entertainer. Drives 
1930 Oakland coach. Notify Mr. 
A. Mills, Suite 602, 155 N. Clark 
St., Chicago, Ill. 








BERT-JONAS-BILLY DIAMOND 
INDEPENDENT—RKO 


SIX FRANKLINS 


FEATURING 
ARMENTO 
WORLD'S FASTEST ACROBAT 












































Faithfully, 


AN OPEN LETTER TO MR. MARTY FORKINS 


For your kindness, consideration and marvelous 
co-operation we are deeply grateful... 


We appreciate how much you have done toward making 
our present tour possible... 


May we assure you that we will do all in our power 
to carry on, earning as we go along the faith you have 
in us. 


“HOT FOR.HARLEM” COMPANY. 


BILL ROBINSON 
JOHN MASON 
MYRA JOHNSON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 
FERDIE LEWIS 
NAOMI PRICE 
JELLI SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 
LEONARD RUFFIN 
EDITH POLLARD 
EDNA TAYLOR 
TINY ALEXANDER 
TILLIE THOMAS 
RACHEL BEECH 
HAZEL COLES 
BEULAH SMITH 
MARION CHANDLER 
DOROTHY MOPPINS 
DOROTHY YOUNG 
BYRDIE BAKER 
OLIVE BAQUET 
EVELYN KEYES 


MARGARET 


BRYANT SAUNDERS 
ED MORTON 
BUDDY JOHNSON 


MEL SCOTT 


GEORGE BENNETT 


JOE MANY 


ARTHUR HOLDSTEIN 
H. B. BURTON 





JENKINS 





















































JOHNNY 


{ LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (Jan. 30 to Feb. 


MURIELL 


SULLY ~THOM 


Diréttion JOHNNY HYDE—WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
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Gus Edwards’ RADIO UNDER- 
STUDIES (10) 
With Eddie Bruce 
Impersonations, singing, dancing, 


comedy 

30 Mins.; Full Stage (Special) 
86th St. 

Built around a cute idea, looks 
like Gus Edwards has another win- 
ner in this act. It can stand a bit 
of cutting and at least one charac- 
ter change or deletion, but will 


please audiences in any sort of 
strata even as is. 
Set represents a radio studio, 


with Eddie Bruce the announcer 
Graham McCracker. He announces 
first Bing Crosby, for a light fade- 
out and the Crosby imitation. Lights 
come back on toward the end of the 
song. Baby spot on Bruce in a 
corner of the room allows him to 
clown a bit throughout. No pro- 
gram credit, but the lad doing the 
Crosby imitation is either Jack Rib- 
ley or Bob Martin, with the other 
of this pair later doing a Mort Dow- 
ney. Both believable. 

Marie Donie follows with a pretty 
gad Kate Smith take-off. Miss 
Donie looks the part, but just can’t 
get the voice imitation, which is 
what is looked for. Later she does 
& dance in ‘one’ on her own, which 
gets a nice hand. 


Sol Ayres handles all four char- 
acters in the Amos and Andy script 
for the biggest applause during the 
tutn. He’s a youngster seemingly 
in his teens, managing the voice 
switches with amazing ease and 
conviction. With the lights back on, 
after his bit, it’s hard to believe 
he did it. Evidently Edwards real- 
ized this, because Sol goes right 
back into the same routine in full 
view for an encore. 


Leota Lane, a beautiful blonde, 
does a high soprano bit very effec- 
tively and the Four Albee Sisters 
are believable as the Boswell Sis- 
ters. Just before the finish there's 
a nice spoofing Tony Wons bit by 
the same lad who does Mort Dow- 
ney. 

For a finish all line up across the 
etage with mikes for a harmony 
number with Bruce spoofing a 
sports announcement. Kauf. 


LEWIS MACK 

Comedy 
16 Mins.; Two and Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Last doing a tenderfoot in west- 
ern atmosphere, Lewis Mack now 
plays a U. S. Custom inspector and 
later a frightened air recruit. With 
another man and two women in his 
support, he is equipped with rea- 
sonably surefire material that will 
eell before the average audience. 

As the customs man, Mack’s 
questioning and examination of the 
two girls and an army captain pro- 
vekes a stream of laughs, certain 
to land with neighborhood crowds, 
but in the second sequence with 
tables turned and the captain ques- 
tioning him for flying, the sock 
weakens. Considerable business in 
the first act incidental to examin- 
ing the two girls helps there. 

Most of the material is well sold 
by Mack and his confreres. It’s 
mostly Mack, with his odd low 
comedy accent, that carries the act. 

In one spot Mack does a song, 
with one of the femme twain kick- 
ing out a rhythm tap that scores. 
Spotted in the center of a seven- 
act bill here. Char. 


MURIEL MORGAN (2) 
Comedy, Singing 
13 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Orpheum 

Muriel Morgan, with an unbilled 
male partner on the feeding end, 
works like a seasoned performer, 
and while not in the files, probably 
has been around. Records suggest 
that she formerly did a similar turn 
as Morgan and Shelton. Hokey but 
diversified with singing, burlesqued 
and legit, in the setup, act’s an okay 
13 minutes for the neighborhoods. 

Miss Morgan is very much the 
clown. She kitbitzes all over the 
stage along with gags and singing. 
In one spot she playfully gives vent 
to a high-pitched soprano, later do- 
ing a number up and up. Annoy- 
ing her male partner, pulling out 
shirt tail and other Mayfair draw- 
ing room playfulness, included in 
the hoke, 

Third at this half-and-half. Did 
fairly well. Char, 


PAGE AND CLASS 
Wire Workers 

7 Mins.: Full (Special) 
Jefferson. 

Mixed team on the tight wire in 
dancing, hurdling and similar con- 
ventional gymnastics. Will serve as 
an opener or closer on medium time 
neighborhood bills. 

Team works with umbrellas 
throughout. They perform singly 
rather than together, alternating in 
specialties. Girl stands out with a 
brief toe routine on the narrow 
footing. 

Hurdle over two chairs for the 
usual finish, Char. 


LILYAN TASHMAN (4) 
‘The interview’ (Comedy) 
Full Stage 

Paramount 


A very satisfactory vehicle for the 
personal appearance of this glam- 
orous blonde screen personality. At 
least the star doesn’t mention her 
previous picture achievements and 
she does wear some. stunning 
clothes, even if the comic sketch is 
strictly gagsmith product and de- 
void of real humor. 

Stage is set with hangings indi- 
cating an elegant sitting room. Bing 
Crosby makes a trick entrance as 
a reporter seeking an interview and 
goes into a comedy episode with the 
maid. Miss Tashman catches him 
flirting with the servant and coun- 
ters with a pat line appropriate to 
her type. 

Wants to air the reporter, but at 
length lets him stay and do his in- 
terviewing while she makes a cos- 
tume change behind a screen. Third 
person appears in Sid _ Silvers, 
gagster (although he didn't write 
this one), who proposes to mend the 
organ console in the pit. 
Thereafter it’s a fast exchange of 
gags among the trio, some of them 
bright, some of them merely crude 
puns, but, at least fast give-and- 
take of repartee, during which it is 
not plain whether Miss Tashman, 
Silvers or Crosby is stooging for the 
other two or what? 

Finale has Bing singing one of 
his typical melodies, Miss Tashman 
going into an ecstatic swoon, with 
another wise crack and a comedy 
dance off. Week-end evidence was 
Miss Tashman was a big draw, her 
first appearance at opening per- 
formance drew a tumult of applause 
and there was a fast succession of 
solid laughs, even at inane lines. 
From which evidence it may be as- 
sumed that the screen personality 
got over with extraordinary success. 


Rush. 
AL MAMAUX (2) 
Singing, Talk 
14 Mins.; One 
Orpheum 
He may be only a ball player, 


but he has a lot of personality and 
an appealing voice, this. Al Ma- 
maux, who does a routine of songs 
broken by chatter with his male 
pianist. Mamaux is mer. of the 
Newark ball team and himself a 
pitcher of note in the International 
League. He has been a regular 
vaudevillian also for several win- 
ters. He makes his baseball back- 
ground count for building through 
talk and special song parodies, but 
in towns on the _ International 
League will be bigger than else- 
where. 

Mamaux did an excellent job up 
here as a showman, nearly provok- 
ing a show standstill. Has a pleas- 
ant manner about him, plus mod- 
esty, that immediately sets him in 
with his audience. 

An Irish number in brogue is in- 
cluded in the group of numbers, but 
best is ‘Now That You've Gone.’ 
Most of the songs are a little aged, 
but that doesn’t seem to matter 
much. 

Deuced here. 


‘CAMPUS FROLICS’ (5) 
Singing, Dancing 

13 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson. 

Commendable song and dance 
flash of young people, staged in 
collegiate atmosphere and recom- 
mended for the better grade family 
time theatre. Act has speed, class 
and in its staging and lighting 
effects, possesses the looks de- 
manded today of any flash. 

Group of five, one man, opens in a 
singing-uke number, one of the girls 
doubling for a man to make up a 
male team for a topping dance. 
They follow up with a comedy hoof- 


Char. 


bench at center rear. 
girls steps out as a single for a 
toe tap dance embracing buck and 
hock work that’s tops. Femme con- 
tingent split up, two follow as a 
sister team in a very pleasing har- 
mony display. 

Man and two of the girls, in even- 
ing clothes, wind up in a tap rou- 
tine, other female brace accompany- 
ing at the piano. Char. 








ALLAN AND GORMAN (3) 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
13 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 

Routine of songs and dances, off- 
set by talk and some clowning. Just 
makes the grade as a No. 2 act for 
the neighborhoods. 

Man and woman carry a male 
pianist who doesn’t solo. Opening 
a special song about bugs, topped by 
a dance, team shows the audience 
some of the blackout stuff that has 
nearly driven them bughouse. It’s 
@ novelty twist but not especially 
salable as vaude for any meaning. 
More talk and the close is reached 
with hoofing. 

A kissing bit with the girl the 





aggressor could be built up for bet- 
ter comedy effect. Char, 


NEVILLE FLEESON (4) 
Revue : 
23 Mins.; One and full (Special) 
86th St. 


Neville Fleeson has quit two-acts, 
to branch out with three girls in 
his support, Helene Denizon, Gloria 
Grafton and Marion Kingston. Sup- 
plying his own numbers, ail built 
up effectively, he has an attractive 
musical-dancing flash. Length is 
against it at present but in due 


down, tightening up the act. 


the piano. For effect, even if it 


spot throwing his shadow out front. 
First is a gigolo special. It’s 


bit in which Fleeson, as the gig, 
offers himself for a dance to a gal 
who's taking time out to get some 
fresh air, girl upbraiding him when 
he asks for a fin. Effective back- 
ground provided by a miniature 
lighted cutout showing dancers in 
action. 


darkness by the gal who was for- 
gotten. She launches into a song 
‘For Value Received,’ Miss Kingston 
topping in a very good rhythm tap 
dance. 

An epilog to ‘Grand Hotel’ is at- 
tempted with the ballet dancer go- 
ing on in spite of the sad news her 
Baron is no more. Miss Denizon 
does this number excellently in full- 
stage, aided by the build-up. 


Harlem is turned to for the finish 
with Miss Grafton leading off with 
a Fleeson number. A _ snakehips 
routine in silhouette backs, with 
Miss Kingston and Miss Denizon 
stepping downstage ahead of a 
cabaret drop to interpret the hot 
heart of Harlem, even if it’s bad. 


In his trio, Fleeson seems to have 
very able support all the way 
around. His turn is a lot of act, 
and it could still be chopped down 
a little for general improvement, 
speed and punch. 

Did nicely here, closing a six-act 
show. Char, 





CLYDE COOK (2) 

With Alice Draper 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
17 Mins.; One (Special) 
86th St. 

This vet film comic hasn't been 
around in some years. Last record- 
|ed in the files in 1923, Clyde Cook 
returns with a first rate turn, as- 
sisted by Alice Draper, a glim- 
getter. Between them, they put 
over 17 minutes of singing, dancing, 
hoke and trimmings that lands 
with certainty. 


Cook stalks on as a workman, 
carrying a ladder, which aids him 
considerably in comedy bits, falls, 
slips, etc., when set against a street 
light, part of his props. He introes 
a song acquainting folks with in- 
side he’s hot from Hollywood and 
films (in case they don’t know), 
going in a couple gags. 

He merchandises some alone, 
others with Miss Draper. Between 
them and the many comedy bits 
woven into the routine, Cook de- 
livers with several dance numbers 
and Miss Draper does oke with a 
song. 

Among other things, the film 
comedian works up a lot of laughs 
around recovery of his derby which 
he kicks when about to reach for 
| it. It’s an act that makes good 

vaudeville for any type of audience. 
Spotted third up here, it sold aces 
high, Char. 














FRANK SHAW 
Comedy, Songs 
5 Mins.; One 
RKO, L. A. 

Frank Shaw, who received his 
training as m.c. in Coffee Dan's cel- 
lars in L. A. and Frisco, is a nat- 
ural for vaude. With a comedy pan, 
he has wisely selected pash numbers 
to parody. A torch song coming out 
of his mug is a laugh plus. 


During his cafe career Shaw be- 


ing stanza as hicks, sitting on a| Came friendly with practically every 
One of the| bis name 


in vaude. While they 
were entertaining gratis in his cafes 
he didn’t pass up the opportunity to 
study their work. Shaw’s sense of 
timing and comedy is strictly vaude. 
Shaw managed to tie up things 
with parodies that slipped into cry- 
ing recitations of the old green- 
spot-knee-on-the-chair type. He 
jumps from the song to the rhyme 
and back again. Using blue ma- 
terial when he was in the cafes, his 
act is minus all off-color material. 
Assisted by an unprogrammed 
pianist Call. 





LUCY GILLETTE and MANN SIS- 

TERS (3) 

Juggling, dancing, rope spinning 
10 Mins.; Full Stage 
86th St. 

Lucy Gillette, formerly of Bob and 
Lucy Gillette, with the Mann Sis- 
ters. Miss Gillette still juggles in 
a quite effective manner. Manns 
are a couple of statuesque girls who 
spin a rope and dance. 

Mixing the two acts doesn’t quite 
work out. There is nothing espe- 
cially connected in the routines, 
meaning that Miss Gillette works 
alone, then the sisters, then Miss 
Gillette again, etc. Nice costuming 








course this will probably be trimmed | 
may prove uncomfortable to some} «pig 


members of the audience, he has 4/ancoe the house drew a near-capacity 


given production value through a} 


Next a wedding, viewed from the! 


{ 
i 
| 





STATE 


The layout at the State is ad- 
mirably adapted to drop-in pur- 
poses, compressing six clean-cut 
specialties into less than an hour 
and a half. The bill is a happy 
blending of comedy, song and dance 
and flash with only minor conflicts 
of duplication, and most important 
of all, it builds up by comedy se- 
quence into a climax in next-to- 


As usual, Fleeson is mostly at! closing spot. 


Making the situation perfect at 
Saturday afternoon perform- 


crowd of more than ordinary re- 
sponsiveness, attracted at least in 
part by ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA), 
just off its pre-release run at the 
Rialto, just down the street. 


The Kitaros Japs, trio of two men 
and a woman doing smooth risley 
work, with comedy misses on dan- 
gerous looking tricks, make a stand- 
ard opening. 

The Vanderbilt Boys furnish a 
session of vigorous vaudeville in the 
No. 2 spot. They open with a tu- 
multuous entrance in travesty col- 
legiate raccoon coat get-up, accom- 
panied by energetic singing of pops 
and incidental nut comedy, furnish- 
ing their own piano accompaniment. 
Without pause they suddently ‘go 
neat’ by doffing the raccoons and 
appearing in plum color tail coats. 


In this garb they do a good chal- 
lenge tap routine and then a series 
of impressions of radio personalities, 
ending up with all four harmonizing 
through megaphones, nearest thing 
yet to a vocal precision routine. 


Sully and Thomas, man and wom- 
an, follow with a slapstick talk and 
song comedy turn, assisted by many 
prop comedy accessories and a great 
wealth of slapstick incidentals. It’s 
all strictly mechanical fun, but get- 
ting large returns from this crowd. 
Both young people sing well enough 
and the young man dances extraor- 
dinarily well. The girl sings agree- 
ably, but does herself no favor by 
going into a burlesque runway cos- 
tume. They do a W. C. Fields and 
Ray Dooley impression for their 
finish, one of the weakest things in 
the act, but save their getaway with 
the crude device of an explosive 
slapstick blow. 


Harry Burns and Co., with two 
girls and a man backing up the wop 
dialect comedian, were entirely to 
the taste of this gathering. The ef- 
fectiveness of the contrast between 
a low comedy type and pretty girls 
surrounding it was never better il- 
lustrated than in Burns’ rather pol- 
ished version of the old burlesque 
street flirtation bit, which makes the 
backbone of the _ sketch, vastly 
helped out by Burns’ chatter, done 
in his oddly faithful style. Dance 
by one of the girls, with Burns 
clowning, makes a neat finish. 

Buck and Bubbles were their usual] 
riot in the next-to-closing spot, 
while Bee and Ray Goman, dancing 
juvenile, eccentric comedian and 
four girls supplied an appropriate 
flash for the finale. Rush. 





helps, but if there can be figured out 
a better way for bringing the three 
together it would help. All are 
capable performeres. Kauf. 





AL HERMAN and Broadway 
Beauties (4) 

Chatter, Songs and Dance 

12 Mins.; One 

State, Long Beach 


Al Herman claims he threw away 
the burnt cork in order to clean up 
hig act. Eliminating practically all 
the blue material which once was 
his forte, something had to be done, 
so Herman added three femme 
stooges. The girls dance, sing and 
gag with Herman. 


Herman has been on the coast for 
nine months, during which time he 
has appeared in a few pictures and 
the co-op ‘Nine o’Clock Revue.’ It 
hardly seems possible that in that 
Short time vaudeville has passed the 
one-time next-to-closer, but some- 
thing has happened. 


One glaring mistake ig the appar- 
ent remake of his former act to suit 
the needs of his stooges. Individual 
talent has’ been sidetracked to fit 
the gags, and most of them are 
pretty bad. 


Herman’s best bet is to forget 
what he has done before, get rid of 
the girls and start from scratch, 
The talent is still there. Call, 





ALTON REVUE (16) 

Dances, Songs 

16 Mins.; Two and Full( Special) 
Academy. 

The only thing impressive about 
this turn is its size. It contains 16 
people. Otherwise, pretty weak. 
Three boys and one girl are used 
for feature bits, with a line of 12 
girls. 

Line pleasingly costumed, but the 
dance routines «re simple with 
nothing new in them. The large 
line is practically wasted. The prin- 
cipals have to carry the turn. 

One boy solos vocally. He is a 
g00d looking chap with a ‘strong 
tenor and the best liked member of 
the act. Two other boys and the 
girl do for trio dancing. 

Act is nicely costumed and 
mounted, but lacks a punch 


| Italian, 





—— 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Jan. 30, 

It must have been a chill 
journey on the old rattle-bounecs 
from Cincinnati for this intact mob, 
For they arrived in the loop for th 
first show Saturday full of evident 
stiff joints and obvious stir Pipe 
illustrations of Chicago's suddes 
zero thermometer. Most of them 
looked worn and weary, and Hal 
Sherman admitted it. The others kept 
their troubles to themselves. but 
they lacked the bouncing gusto that 
makes for genuine entertainment, 
When they start thawine out 

> ut noe 
doubt the audience will follow suit, 

Rae Samuels seemed particularly 
harassed at the opening perform. 
ance by an unhappy larynx. It took 
plenty of work and finesse to slide 
through this audience's chill and 
grab results in spite of the physica] 
opposition. She clowned her way 
through it, however, and turned the 
encore spot ever to a newcomer in 
the act, a young girl stepper, Elea. 
nor Whitney. The Whitney young- 
ster flirts her way through a Bill 
Robinson series of steps, but, halle- 
lajah, there were no stairs in thig 
impression. 

In Dave Apollon’s lengthy stay 
there was another femme twitterer, 
Nora Williams, who mumbled a few 
syllables about a set of rought firste 
show tonsils. But that the pipeg 
were in trouble wasn’t noticeable at 
all from the results, her two ware 
bling selections taking the indie 
vidual blue ribbons of the after- 
noon. So much for the gargle and 
liniment quotations. 

Opening were Van Horn and Inexg, 
who with their speedy skating ses- 
sion, were on hand and off in a cou- 
ple of whirlwind twirls. They're 
strutting their stunts on an ele- 
vated arena, somewhat too hich for 
effectiveness, since the audience 
downstairs gets a worm’s-eye view 
of the business. 

Hal Sherman followed with his 
girl stooge and flipped around a bit 
before getting down to the heart of 
his turn, the comedy stepping which 
held his act on the right side of the 
audience, His talk meandered all 
over the chart, getting the right re- 
sponse more times than not. Rae 
Samuels took the next spot, sang 
her two old tunes and a couple of 
new ones, recording in song her offi- 
cial recognition of the economic in- 
digestion and called on her little gal 
stepper to take up the remainder of 
the act’s burden. 

Dave Apollon headed the fourth 
and final turn of the show. 

Audience here is at last getting 
accustomed to the fluctuations in 
the number of acts. At first the 
sudden variations from eight to 
three to five acts had this mob 
slightly dizzy and in a mood toe 
yelp when the show seemed too 
short when counted on the fingers. 
But by this time they’re getting into 
the habit of calculating the amount 
of show by their clocks and they're 
settling back once more, satisfied 
that they’re not getting the short 
end. 

The Apollon squad is costumed 
and scened dfferently and has at 
least one new performer, the femme 
warbler. Otherwise, it’s the same 
song, dance and misplaced English 
comedy notion that remains solidly 
reliable in this set-up. The Filipino 
band has gone somewhat rhumba 
under the modern influence, but 
they’re nevertheless. still good 
stooges for the Russian. Four girls 
in the act this time. Danzi Goodell 
remains, but on and off quickly 
after one number. Smart femme 
appeal emanates from the niftily 
costumed Agnes and Adeline, that 
black-and-white toe bit in particular 
standing out in spite of a couple of 
stumbles at the start. 

‘Local Boy Makes Good’ (FN) 
feature. 3usiness was filling this 
house surely at the close of the first 
show. Gold. 








Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Jan. 390. 


Novelty this week. About every 
act is different and should tempt 
even a jaded appetite. 

For the first time this season a 
sharpshooter is on the bill, Sergt. 
Franklin with the Royce Sisters. 
After a weak opening by the girls 
he starts popping a rifle at remark- 
able speed. They liked it. Jerry 
Coe plays the accordion not too 
brilliantly but sells it, sings and 
dances. He goes into a snake hips 
which clicked for him. 

Using two of their own sets Wil- 
liam Edmunds Co., four people, is 
a sketch in which Edmunds, as an 
shows up a fake picture 
studio and turns out to be a de- 
tective. It allows a girl to sing be- 
fore the mike and for Edmunds to 
clown and sing a little. Watter is 
not suv hot on dialect but the book- 
ers might notice how anything 
savoring of a playlet gets over here. 

Perrell and Fawcett are acrobats 
with comedy falls, They end with 
risley work and the versatility is 
new on this side of the river. Jungle 
Land revue carries eight girls and 
an 11 piece band. Usual routine 
followed by all flash acts but needs 
a little more showmanship to probe 
for full worth. 

Nearly capacity Friday night 
with ‘No One Man’ (Par), the pic- 
ture. Austin. 
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RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 23. 

It isn’t often that local vaude au- 
aiences enthuse sufficiently to halt 
the show five times, but that’s what 
pappened at the RKO Saturday 
(opening) night. Answer is a great 
stage show, with both the RKO in- 
tact unit and the four local acts 
eombining to make the bill one of 
the best played here since the Or- | 
pheum closed as a two-a-day house. | 

Moroni ana Corales, acrobats; | 
Corncob and Seymour, hick comics | 
and musicians; Frank Shaw, com - | 
edy singer; Rita and Ruben Trio, | 
adagio and acrobatic dancers; Alli- | 
gon Sisters, tumblers; Dick Ilender- | 
gon, English comedian; Kramer and 
Boye, hoke comedy team, and 
Rimac’s Rhumba band appear in| 
erder named. First four are locals, 
latter the unit. 

On paper it looks like an overdose 
ef acrobatic and single comedians, 
but it works out differently. Bill 
eould be switched around to better 
advantage, with the Allison Sisters 
elosing, the band fourth, Kramer 
and Boyle fifth and Henderson next 
to closing, but the art of spotting a 
bill is almost lost on the coast. 

Moroni and Corales, latter a neat- 
Jooking femme, opened with fast 
hand balancing. 3oth are youthful 
and sell their stuff. Act is worthy 
of eastern bookings. 

Cornecob and Seymour, father and 
gon, have the youngster playing an 
old man and the father his son. 
Kid’s work is excellent. Both play 
banjos and harmonica. For the fin- 
fish the kid hoofs and plays a trick 
set of traps, similar to the gag used 
by the Weaver brothers. Halted the 
show. 

Frank Shaw (New Acts) next. 
Shaw has been a club entertainer on 
the coast for years, having m. c.’d at 
Coffee Dan’s places here and in 





"Frisco. He has plenty on the ball 
and a comedy mug. Second show- 
stopper. 


Rita and Ruben Trio played at the 
Paramount two weeks ago, but come 
to this house with new costumes, 
scenery and two new routines, which 
indicates what an act faces on the 
coast. Plenty of class to these danc- 
ers, who should be able to get out of 
the west. Their adagio, despite local 
bills being overloaded with this 
stuff, is topnotch. Rita has both tal- 
ent arfd looks, while Ruben is there 
with the terp end and looks manly. 
Third member of the act is a grind 
dancer. 

Allison Sisters with their fast 
tumbling routine followed. Novelty 
of three classy looking girls doing 
acrobatics sold them from the be- 
ginning. Girls are exceptionally fast 
and deliver to solid results. 

Dick Henderson, who was on the 
bill that closed the Orpheum, went 
into a hokey but smart monolog that 
never gave the audience a chance to 
settle back. Begged off with a 
speech. 

‘“ramer and Boyle next to closing 
with an act little changed from for- 
mer offerings with exception of ad- 
dition of two girls. One of the girls 
sings a blues number, the other toe 
dances and plays a violin. Boys 
clown their way through 10 minutes 
of laughs, but dwell too long on a 
Pansy bit. Another speech. 

Rimac’s Rhumba band closed. 
After it’s all over it’s a boy dancer 
who sells this act, for the band is 
anything but a rave. 

Musically they stick to Cuban 
numbers, with the ‘Peanut Vendor’ 
still relied on as a standout. Kid 
dancer is strictly a faker, specializ- 
ing in trick hocks, but selling it 
completely. 

‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio), 
which previously played the Carthay 
Circle at $1.50, is the feature. Pathe 
News completed. 

Business capacity for the second 
week of Saturday opening. Week- 
end trade has built and the new 
opening date is credited. Call. 


MOSQUE, NEWARK 


Newark, Jan. 30. 
It is a question if this big house 
can keep going, but it is not the 
fault of the stage shows. No better 
vaude is shown in Newark than 
makes up this show. When they 
Bive you eight acts and only one 
Partly sour—that’s a high average. 
Opening are the Marcus Sisters 
and Carlton Brothers using two 
f.turistic drops. The men do acro- 
batics and risley work with comedy 
and go over big. The girls dance, 
all novelty steps and in Indian cos- 
tume continue their routines. They 

really like it. 
Reynolds and 








White, two men, | 
Play with comedy on a trumpet and | 
a little sax and shift to violins. One | 
of the violins (if it is one) goes on| 
the blink and finally explodes light- | 
ing a light in the man’s nose. The 

Ouse is convulsed with this hokum. 

he other man is revealed as a girl 
who plays the violin straight. Ac- | 
claim on surprise finish. 

Gloria Lee and the Shurr Brothers | 
ance, with the girl going into kicks | 
and acrobatics. 
in evening 
dance. 
toes 


The men sing and 
dress do a drunken) 
The girl does taps on her| 
®s and goes up and down stairs 
still tapping on her toes. Men sing 
again and dance and all three turn| 
into blackface back to whites and | 
again to negroes. Good novelty act, 
well sold and goes great. 

Cliff Crane and Co. bring in a} 
Straight and a comic with the! 
fomic registering heavily. A girl in| 
Scant raiment does acrobatics and 


contortion. 
lows. 

The Russian Revels use striking | 
modernistic drops with one parti- 
cularly bizarre and colorful. 


| | 
More of the same fol- |opening spot. Milo deuced with his} 


| offstage falsetto tramp getup. Imi- 
They do everything in a big way \tations of birds and animals well) 
| under the Sixth avenue ‘L,’ in ac-| done. Some patter helps. Best bit 
They | cordance with the size of the big!|is comedy imitash of a train pull- 


HIPPODROME JEFFERSON 


Clearing skies and abating rain 
helped bring the usual quota past 


> , 7 Bios -hestr “hey | - ; 1i owntowner’s box office. First 
employ a balalaika orchestra, They| house. Eight acts, a feature, over- | ing out. | this dowr te r s es : 

play well and practically continu-|ture and plenty of screen dressing,| A singing turn, Bomby and His, matinee had ‘em packed in to ca- 
ously. Among other incidents a girl] including the newsreel combine to! Gang, all supposed to have radio! pacity. Clyde ¢ ook on the stage 
dances with very fast spins and a make a long if not too strong lay- | experience, treyed. Two girls and' probably doing some drawing. [wo 


mar. does Russian hock routine. Alout for a pop scale trade. Satur.|two men, one of the latter Bomby,| Kinds of Women’ (Par) the feature, 


‘ P P : L : + aia ne i on it} 
gold seated figure is disclosed back! day matinee played to a big lower! are the yocalists. A girl accom-/It may be drawing the men, with 








and after some extraordinary hand! floor attendance. They never fill! panies at the ivories and later has the tougher sex in abundance but 
and arm maneuvers comes cown!the highest shelf, but “t) e rest of:a solo bit, during which she sim- hances are two to one that ‘Lure of 
and dances. The whole conception! the seats are of suftlicient number to! ultaneously dances and plays. Har-/the Ring,’ shert sketching Fac 5 
is unusual and did well. keep things going. mony has a ouch lass ind; D mp 1 d ca *s 
The show slows down with Bert A belief in the booking office } please I 
Walton in a monolog. gut as if he| that all first shows look com} pear I Ss > s ¢ 
sens>d coolness he introduces a man j tively bad at the Hippodrome, wit cal , runnit ; ap pena 
| in the audience as Joe Brian, radiO} the difference between the first and he esnt posst e; trom eae oe Regn ap : 
star, and asks him to sing. Radio| second day greater here than at aring, but ( I sate ly 7 - oe Bagete> 
star or not he vocalizes beautifully.| any other vaudeville theatre. It is' Bomby, who has tenor that ae paces re yay as aed 
He later intreduces Joe Penner, a! supposed that the large void whic] ; Spee? m : 7 e 
favorite in Newark. Penner has the | all Hip acts must confront tends t : C riie it ind I ra Hott ce : ; p 
same funny laugh, the same trick! give performers the shakes for the | '9!!OW with gag piano fr tine saheng, (Pe sy : ‘ » 
cigar, and the same comic move-| first show or two, Later on they | SOM8S. 1111 gets the most response ‘ketene oa <a New 
ments and that is all he needs. He| get used to it. from the Old gag of tracing Un ¥ a pe ae e team in a conven- 
sings a topical song, tells a series Of| Current eight-acter strikes the |?" niga egg Miah antral paar tional routine of dancing, hurdling, 
stories, sings again and finally plays Hip average in volume and quality Into this he oo _ consid gh tec ate Outstanding a toe bit by the 
the violin. There's nothing with a punch until | SO™°*: ee ee oe ee ter irl. No. 2, Allan and Gorman «(New 
Tom and Betty Walters do wire! the sixth spot is reached, while the some warbling, during wan Hill Acts). Tomfoos rv brings relief to 
walking of a superlative kind.| cock lasts only through two acts. | “OCS SAS WINS BP a hh Legare a batch of songs and dances, accom- 
Among other more usual stunts she! But nothing is really weak and the | * 8004 Voice. Act went big: her panied by a little talk. Passable. 
jumps around him, each one dances, | jj} as a vnit, plus the screen fea- = Hill mad we — oe — . First full-stager appears. witl 
she does a split aii finally he car-/ture, ‘Panama Flo’ (RKO-Pathe),| 0 )/?8" Lplapar See oh eee eock | Lewis Mack (New Acts), spotted 
ries her standing on his shoulders| provides value for the money. ee ere , See eo meay| third, with his four-people comedy 
and she jumps from the two-high | tenoff, Renova and Bekefi (New 4c Pagad necand —. wy: Sg ne He setup. It delivers its punch in the 
to the wire. Acts), bill's only flash act, makes | 2-\%, SOME are none ee ea ...| first half, showing weakness in the 
A weak picture, ‘Nice Women,'| No. 6 the big position up to that |CO4;% Chop some of the | boys | airport sequence, 
(Par.). | point through its adagio trio’s ex ak + pict paper taear © bo ig Borg + Apparently an import, Bert 
‘ : pertness and some he Ipful trimming an ee type, supporting ~ ith | who speaks with at a ~ res = 
86TH 3 by an unbilled sister team. The hoke. Girl used for a comedy bit spotte dad fourth. } works in one 


| Diamond Boys are the natural next- 

No names for the marquee this| to-closers, working as hard here as| 
week outside of Gus Edwards, and/|at the Palace. They're noted in| 
a pretty thin looking lineup of ma- vaudeville for never laying down, 
terial. But it’s a combination that| although taking more punishment 
plays surprisingly well and forms/than the average knockabout com- 
an exceptionally strong vaude pro-| bination. And the Hip does three- 
gram. a-day. 
~ With the Edwards act, ‘Radio Un-| Slight 
derstudies’ (New Acts), taking up} was 


doing imitations and veniriloquism 
both with strong novelty appeal. As 
a dummy in his ventrilo bit, Berto- 
lino uses his fist to take the place of 
the head. Having good material, it 
gets the laughs. Bertolino is a Che- 
valier type and his impression of the 
| picture star isn’t unexpected. Scored 
Williams | decisively dow 4 here. : . 

| Campus Frolics (New Acts), five- 


and two short numbers. 

Fess Williams’ band, colored, 
closes with heated instrumentation 
of a catchy nature. Two boys and 
a girl used for hoofing. Girl does an 
unusual number, a semi-cooch while 
elevated on her toes, Two boys are 


babl ,; used for duo hoofing, with a chal- 
2 sian on ie . ¥s 2 ; 
re-arrangement probably | lenge dance rounding out. 


made after the first perform-| goes one vocal, ‘St. James Infirm- 


4 : 24s : P . } wie . Pe iy : ‘a r 
30 minutes of the running time, it’s; ance, especially in the pace, with|/ary’ Rest of songs all pops, with people collegiate ae, . did bi Lf 
a natural standout. A pretty sure- | more speed needed in the early sec- . nicely. Speedy flash that’s we 


xcepti the closing im- : tn : ‘ibs 
the exception of the losin pe staged and lit. The film comedian, 


Clyde Cook, ran away with next to 
closing, assisted by unbilled girl, an 
eye-opener, Cook saved that gag 
, about the two sparrows for an en- 
core, where it fit Jike a glove. 

Neil Golden and Herbert Diamond 
itertainers, an air combination of 


fire novelty, it’s nicely staged and} tion. Logical move would be @ spot | per, a jazzed up version of ‘Poet and | 
thought out. Eddie Bruce, only | exchange between Pepito, fourth, | Peasant’ overture. band 
name billed, handled the comedy for|and the flash act. Latter has the| qoes put 14 minutes, which is too 
the act with ease, and shows up bet- | speed for the earlier position, while | cnort for an act of this sort. Bill 
ter than he has previously, which is the Spanish clown’s strikingly | ;., lopsided that way. 
no slam against Eddie. }mounted miniature production is| Fox's ‘Dance Team’ feature. 
Luecg Gillette and Mann Sisters] just as reliable in a late niche. |House near capacity at the first| . 
(New Acts) starts the show with Pepito has changed his routine | chow Saturdav ? | Ex > > ; 1 of 
nicé juggling and dancing. Trio} considerably, not yet enough to rate; _ : pity 10 pieces, has been c round since las 
doesn’t quite jell but will with a lit- ,aS a new act, but indications are | Flag Fay Msg gg ge a 
tle more playing time. that he’ll be doing a new one before | | ° er 1e as im- 
Four Flash Devils, deucing, make | long by aden’ dthanan, It’s true STATE, LONG BEACH | proved considerably for vaudeville 
it a little tough, from a speed stand-| that the old turn, or at least the | Long Beach, Cal., Jan. 22, | PUFPOSeS, despite that wr Baw one . 
point, for Robert Emmet Keane to! combination of old bits that are | Tate house has the dletinetion of Henri LaMotte, specialty dancer 
follow. Keane still handles his|now missing, was somewhat} bei a ‘ gees ‘a ‘independent vaude | Sormierty ae — 
comedy in the genteel manner and | stronger, but it won't be long before | deed t ue a : . re p pote é ns | Golden and his musicians 
won the house over about half-way Pepito will secure equally good re- use OS tm cast ” —— os 
! 
' 


who 


: | double for numerous bits, including 
through his act. But getting them| sults from his new material Con- | classed as de luxe, A_1-500-seater, ia glee club special, are selling them- 
interested in his slow chatter in this| stant changing is always the best |\{Omting on Long Beach's a Selves quite effectively now. A mike 
big house was no cinch. | policy for an act of this type, or|@™@s and backing into the Pacific, | is used at all times to give tha 

Red Donahue’s familiar donkey|any other act for that matter. The | it is the only theatre in this town) broadcasting touch, and while am- 
act went as easily as usual. It's good | bookers’ fav turndown answer, to | of 160,000 population offering stage | plification down here at the Satur- 
comedy. leffect that it’s old, cannot be used lshows, and it has_ been offering | day mat brought some static at first, 

Frances Arms, next to closing,| when the act constantly seeks im- | them for 12 years. | #t was finally corrected without _— 
starts her act as usual with a pop| provement. State is operated by ‘William | Serecrence, House demanded Se em 
number, which just about gets by.| The early birds were still coming | Fahey, and is booked by Bern Ber- |} core before quieting down. iar, 
She immediately swings into her|in when Mary Palmer’s animal turn | nard of the RKO office. During its 
special material, and then had them! (New Acts) opened the show. No.|vaude life Bert Levey, Western; 
eating out of her hands. Miss Arms’|2 is Sandy Derson, versatile in-| Vaudeville, Pantages and Orpheum 
character stuff doesn’t seem to lose|strumentalist, who has switched! have supplied the vaude, It’s the | 
a bit of its effect, and she knows/things around slightly for the bet-| break-in spot for picture names] 
how to put over her every line. ter, but still not enough. He should | who fancy they have something fer | 

Leaving the Edwards act to close| find some new chatter for the early | vaudeville. Many discover their 
with’ a smash, and easily. sequence, else drop the talk alto- | mistake. 

“antl ale Geet Rs Pg os eget ge Bneng . SS i nde ." ee ag , “we ) At present, with over 100 agents on 
house, and perhaps just as well for| accomplished musical ability doesn't | a pd be A a a Bo the floor, there is almost one agent 
a change. ‘Two Kinds of Women’ deserve such rough treatment. Not a TB + po tiee shade ‘Subtlety for every act playing the circult,. 
(Par) on the screen. Business Sat-|a single member of the audience | j, lost here and bine material eaite 3reed, general manager of the 
urday afternoon pretty good. Kavf.| laughed at any of the opening talk, | gor }ynching. : “| RKO Boston office, and Connally, 
- e who spends three days weekly in 


_—-_—- and that’s usual, even at the Hip. Monte and Carmo, midget acro- 
DOWNTOWN, L. A. Freddie Pisano, whose new turn} pats; Carney and Winter, xylophone| New York buying acts in the capac- 
? ity of booking head of the Boston 
Los Angeles, Feb. 28. 


permits solo billing, with no partner | ang ‘hoofing team; George Yeoman 
fe ° exchange, told Boston police that 
Budgeted at $950 the five acts here 


= = mew time, did all] ana Lizzie, hoke comedy chatter 
right in the trey, but just all right. ‘ ‘ am inden em indeed 
: F A girl is on for two = three lis .,| team; Al Herman, blackface comic} Jordan threatened them with physi- 
this week are a bargain for the)” # > ees} now doing white face, and Paulo] ca) harm from himself and un- 
house. With ‘Union Depot’ (FN) on | at the opening, and then out for- and Paquita, Mexican dancing team, k wi ee 3 nob } 
its first run downtown, Movie Al-|¢ver. From then on it’s all Pisano | mae up the bill and appear in the| “OW? assoc —ee = refused 
bum, Ted Husing’s ‘Sport Slants’ | and his policeman straight, with the | order named. |} to satisfy his demands. 
and Universal News on the screen,| Parodies and bass drum biz for the Monte and Carmo suffice with Jordan is charged with having 
a Soe S REKEen Ser Se Sener ny ny Oe cout ix es eae their clowning and two legit tricks.| been ‘caught in the act’ by a Bos- 
s roc sus . : 

at 50 cents. ' - ene -lnggeed ele Aga go Poe Bon _ Small stature of the men great for] ton detective disguised as a booker. 

T i : 2 se < er. : Is - os Di ¢ - ‘ ‘ finial ‘ ‘ 

Vaude bill consists of bev i dialect may slide hi by i the their hand-to-hand lift at the finish.| Connally offered Jordan $100 in the 
Hees, two men and a girl; latter; Gl t ¥y side him by in the) Carney and Winter acceptable etre? ‘ 

: , banjos: Bird| neighbs, but it’s rather old fash- oa : -| detective’s presence, but Jordan 
dances, boys whang banjos; Bir« H ’ esi he ane whamming out two pop numbers On| turned it dow le j eens * 
and Seed, colored tap dancers; | ioned in content and delivery to Z0/ the xyl and finishing with a tap urn it down. He is accused of 
George Lord and Co. in a sketch; far in present day vaudeville. _ dance. having answered that he'd consider 
billed ‘Oh Nurse’; Anna Chandler George Givot, who has vastly im- | George Yeoman and Lizzie, one- | accepting it in New Bedford, Mass., 
and Parks and Clifford, hand-to-| Proved through some legit work and | , if Connally would agree to meet 
hand balancers. cafe m. c.’ing, is the bill’s only him there. 
Morrison Matter 


Shakedown Probe 





(Continued from page 27) 
with a drastic reduction in the 
number of agents the only solution. 














they 





time big-time act, which is chicken 
4 A 4 anching out ere @ ‘casione 
As an opener Three Bees Hees, } single, and satisfac tory No. vd. He em em a "te Ba, ai a 
. ‘ ri imme y ay au -} ‘ 4 Ss 3 
two boys with banjos and a girl, are needs work, with work the only using ie material written by John 
fair, but should invest in a ward- | thing that can show him where the ¥ e f . 
robe. In effecting a collegiate at-;turn needs cultivating most. Omit- | 


P. Medbury. Act has been freshened 
, , 1 y ¢ roadcasting stati set. 
mosphere there is no need to be|ting the one too blue line would + eed 7 = see a sasiare Pepe 
Py . . ‘ { a é : 8) ay k if 
unkempt. Girl is a good acrobatic| help his Greek monolog semi-cli- |“). <~ : aevenat te : ‘<n vemal 
rr}, om ‘ : Slaie 1 sever augns remain. 
dancer and sells her stuff well. | max, The Knight Troupe, eight- » Al’ He sin + eo Ret % ae t 
3ird and Seed, colored, next with; people mixed tumbling and teeter . rman (New cts), Next to} 


A complaint that has been hang- 
ing around in the RKO offices for 
|some time is against Charles Mor- 
rison, agent, entered by White and 


sometimes 





: ; Manning This complaint alleges 
; fx “yee closin: assisted bv three femme | 7'?? ° i npiain allege 
. F . ines Tes as| board workers, close. hey might “Ss § , eae ie ‘ nt : . 
three hot tap routines. Team et a t , ot! “oy ST “ A li tooges Herman is working with- he act paid Morrison $1,000 for an 
Le ar ,ere some af ade an 1é ciosing trick to « - & , “~s germ, . = > - P = 
been around here for some time an ae = t k ; out the burnt cork. but retains the RKO intact route. White and Man- 
played at the Hollywood two weeks| tinguish them from numerous other j 4. A TI} ir ] t i 1 tl 
7 : : ¢ . nish re sult and ti 1@Z. } ning have i celve > oute 
ago, but with the scarcity of vaude} acts around. - th ? ng Big : ise Ae receivead the route, 
acts Hollywood and downtown L. A.|_ Pit orchestra conducted by Fred- | *0rmer surenre comic tals to come | Jame furner and Roxy, of the 
are not considered opposition just erick G. Weper plays a medley of inywhnere nes i id . SnOW- RKO staff appeared high: con- 
now, light operatics as an interesting ANSP. ; cerned in the act's complaint 
George Lord and Co. in one of| overture. In a week that’s minu ‘ Paulo d Paq a close With @) against Morrison The complaint 
— th : ; ag . + iat Sed , | fast sutine of Mexiean dances , ' mpl 
those my-uncle-is-coming-and-I-| stage bands, the pit crew ha a Te ' 7 iad 1 br rie . } r : was made direct to Turner by 
; vet - married - -lose $50,000; wide open spot, and it takes ad- Cam 18 assistea by a& NOot-looking hi . rota | las 
must-get - married - or - lose $50,000; wid pen pot, and ik ad ch ahaiind alienkeeen Mexican, | White and Manning, it is. said, 
sketches, failed to arouse more than| vantage of the opportunity. Straight | *©*') Ce a Se ee +} t} t } , 
—— a . ‘ : ; 1 ( iji¢ Ae 4 r tf ra ier nan th ) ' ie { ce 
mild interest. Antiquated situations; music and nothing fancy, but oke ent, and Mae Parker, Oriental as in to e booking office 
and gags Riage dancer. Costuming and special |) where a charge of this nature 
é ( sé 5. ‘ : . _— . e i ° rH } rt 
Anna Chandler, with some of the - scenery very « , aS is their eS. hould have been placed. here 
old-time verve gone but still a neat ne. This is another act tha would was talk that White and Manning 
performer, next to ¢ losing Miss ACADEM y : oo vith a RKO : URIS. : Peam had been promised a 25-week RKO 
Chandler did her three fan numbers | ae pemeee Sane Sy Se WS in the route during the prorcres ‘ t 
a. i 7 Ts , +} }, mavince om ¢te naect byt ‘ heor anging re na ‘s ss I e 4 
and gathered results. She has bee oe Hoe ese My i — — * pars +t i ee “ nsmns | hearings before Turner and Fo 
oa - the past six months, for its schedule of four shows, none 1@ CO% fo me time ; . eine; sites 
pan as for - F net . That her| of the acts were permitted encore Bill at the State is budgeted at{}?Ut if so, no p t that 1 te aS 
- ow eras ietuy <. nie I a i re i li i i : 
rying to crash p! ang : aie ; , 2600 tut gate Pagani atta | been received } Pea a 
name means something was shown Saturday. in a few spots encore mut ¢£ yvaud nuch bette i a 
by tl reception were warranted by prolonged ap-| than the figure would indicate, dus Morris: de oA th, ; 
) 1e reception. ] 
“parks and Clifford, hand-to-hand | plause, but the acts managed to re- | to the house's reputation as a show- toto. In vaudeville circles th 
balancers, closed. Boys have a class} £1st Six-act layout current booked | ing spot. vas given smal redlence 
: : ? So ‘ z ‘ P . “> mlv fez a 1+? sor? the acy b, | 54 inecs je eons tent] od , - nantes: . : 
routine of stiff tricks with a pip of a; On!s rong?) ait tay r 10 yn in . =: ey ote te Recently the Whiteand Manning 
inaeretan ift ij “tner nere ate it ¢ up. ver TY utes ture contracts call for ¢ ium Dl " 
closer, Understander lifts his partner ee ae ago 1P ~ . *y 5 "toes “ , a P a + = omplaint as removed from Tur- 
overhead from a bending position fur Six actS was overpoard., | RKO-Pathe and First ational] ‘ 
pushing ] im up backwards. _ Alton Revue (New Acts) is an ex- | procu ‘Mien in Her Lire’ (Co].)./ Der and Roxy as investigators and 
yuls ne hi ! JACI ‘ . 3 ee i oe « . “ + ao - : } aie} , - — 8 onl 
Downstairs capacity for the first | pensive dance flash with 13 girls and scrappy fartoon and Pathe NOW Ss piacea Witi be B. Kahane ir the 
chow Thursday (28) evening Call. 3 bo ys. As anact soso. Filled the’ clips round out the shew, Cail, i RKO legal dept 
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CHINESE 


Hollywood, Jan. 29. 


Wrapped in the tinsel of three 
weeks and a new record at the 
Capitol, New York, ‘Mata Hari’ 
(M-G) yualified in advance as the 
most important Hollywood, opening 
since the last snowfall out here. 
Everyone except Garbo herself was 
present for a characteristic film 
premiere. 


In the show that came before the 
picture Sid Grauman sinned on the 
side of lavishness, and would have 
had a better entertainment if re- 
membering that brevity is the es- 
sence of engrossment. Those 
changes that will be made after 
the premiere should have been 
made before. Reported out, and 
meriting the slap, was Glenn and 
Jenkins. This act reaped the in- 


after year and trading on a repu- 
tation. They couldn't even milk a 
solitary bow at the curtain. 

It remained for two "crobatic 
turns to provide the punches. That's 
rather a habit with acrobats in this 
era of vanishing crossfire turns. 
Paul and Nino Ghezzi had 


marvels 
Ghezzis post- 


To the 
muscular 
scripted 


superhuman 
might the 
an inverted 


, ' 
a show knoititer. 


Other dumb act to find the tar- 
get with facile accuracy was Fritz 
and Jean Hubert, whose limber- 
legged drunk routine is classic pan- 
tomime in the east, although pos- 
sibly new out here. It certainly 
was to the chortling first-nighters. 
Several studio nabobs were utterly 
amazed when the femme member 
pulled the wig. 

Paul Gregory’s singing of ‘That's 
Why Darkies Were Born’ had two 
disadvantages. It brought to mind 
comparisons with Everett Marshall 
to the perambulatory studio mob, 
and it wasn’t built up either for 
Gregory by the production or for 
himself in his own opportunity. 


An unprogrammed ballerina was 
exceptional, while the chorus con- 
®ributed several excellent ensem- 
bles, notably their opening French 
can-can, which they never thereaf- 
ter topped. A disappearing ballet 
for a finale hardly repaid the time, 
trouble or exnense involved. It was 
sheer excess, along with Glenn and 
Jenkins, who had to provide their 
own laughter for their gags of yes- 
teryear. Probably sensing the birth 
of hen fruit, they did an extremely 
ragged performance and failed to 
get laughs even on the one or two 
standards they must have been pin- 
ning their hopes upon. 


To mark the Garbo event Grau- 
man picked up a travelog on Stock- 
holm which failed to live up to its 
advance announcement. <A Metro 
short of Willie Hoppe, the billiard- 
ist, was good for some ahs and 
gasps of wonderment and a few 
laughs. Land, 





CHICAGO 


Chicago, Jan, 29. 


In celebration of its 15th anni- 
versary, B. & K. brought Frank 
Cambria from New York to splurge 
on the stage with one of those old- 
time spectacles. Cambria has done 
a fine job, utilizing a mob of per- 
formers, tons of scenery and barrels 
of costumes. Cambria has always 
been adept at the grand dispiay and 
here, his final show for Publix, he 
manages one of his best exhibitions. 
It touches on irony that Cambria 
should return to B. & K., with 
whom he got his first real stage 
show start, to manufacture his last 
bow for the circuit. 


The show is of the type that 
Cambria used to turn out regular- 
ly for this theatre, back in the A. J. 
Balaban days, when the great punch 
lines were ‘100 People on the Stage 
—100 Golden Voices—12 Magnificent 


Scenes.’ This show uses the same 
tags. 
Picture, ‘No One Man’ (Par), is 


this week being given little notice, 
either in the ads or in the theatre. 
So-called flesh 
features ran 100 minutes, the regu- 
lar stage show consuming 55 min- 
utes, while the overture and organ- 
log accounted for the remainder. 


as a stage show, having a set of 
singers, a line of girls and a spe- 
cialty dance team as the build-up. 
Overture was a musical representa- 
tion of the famous picture called 
‘The Concert.’ Picture is painted on 

huge scrim, with the characters 
coming to life behind the portrait 
when the lights are switched. Stuff 
like this has always been pie for 
the rather classy audience that fre- 
quents the ace Chicago. They sat 
for long minutes listening to the 
classical fiddling and warbling and 
applauded for more. 


For the encore there was more 
intellectual stuff Stuart Barrie dis- 
secting the workings of the organ 
for his audience. Another crowd 
would have found this long elucida- 
tion of the minors, majors, sharps 
and flats of the organ somewhat 
tiresome. But this mob evidently 
enjoyed it. The audience here is 
strictly peculiar to the house. It is 
the one audience in the city that 


~ 


evitable result of standing still year 


studio mob as close to bravoes as | 
they ever get for mere vaudeville. | scenes, depicting the past, 
of |} ent and the future. 


; the loud speaker system. 


interlude between 


Overture itself could be classed 


won't sing to the organ slides. r- 
rie used a short set of slides Mere 
but not a whisper. 

Keeping the anniversary in mind, 
there was a set of newsclips run- 
ning through some of the bigger 
Chicago events of a few years back. 
Clips of Lindy visiting town, of 
Coolidge, 
the Notre Dame-U. S. C. game, the 
last horse drawn fire wagon, the 
Dempsey-Tunney festival. It fitted 





the Eucharistic congress, | 


| 
| 


| 


into the atmosphere of the occa- | 
| sion. 

| Stage show proper ran into heav- 

j}ier coin than the ordinary shows, | 
i but not so much as to make it im- 

practicable for such a large theatre 

|Specialty acts were all standard | 
material, but not too weighty in 


ROXY x 


New York, Jan. 29. 


In the big Roxy Friday night it 
looked as though the merit of the 
Clark and McCullough team comedy 
had also taken the cut. But not due 





no depresh salary, 


Size of the theatre and a bad 
guess by the team combined to de- 


feat them at the night show, with 
| indications that any possible 
changes that might be made later 
could hardly help. The boys just 
don’t fit, and into their case may 
ibe rewritten the comment on all 
other similar acts that have pre- 
| ceded them in the large film houses. 

If they'll be gracious enough to 


| permit it, 
} man comedy 


the highest-priced two- 


i be conveniently held up as a mirror 
| for the purpose of reflecting the in- 


| cust. The increased number of per- | 
|formers and the splurge on ‘ts and j 
| costumes can all be borne on the 
i ledger without any discomfor lor 
the show this week figures up less 
on the expense than some of the 
name acts that have played this} 
house and starved. While the in- | 


cellent returns. The first perform- 
ance ran off to a capacity theatre, 
while the lobby was accommodating 


the|a mob of waiters. 


massive 
the pres- 
This ‘March of 
is labelled, was 


Show ran with three 


Time,’ as the show 


blackbottom | accompanied by an interlocutor who 
danced upon their hands alone, and} attempted to explain scenes through 


But ap- 
;paratus went haywire at the open- 
ing show and all that the audience 
got was a couple of grrk-grrks and 
flizz-flubzspsts. 

There was practically no talk in 
the entire show, most of the per- 
formance being dancing and occa- 
sional warbling. Show contained 
two dancing turns strictly, John and 
Edna Torrence, and Jules and Josie 
Walton. The Torrence pair have 
played the B. & K. de luxers so 
often that the audience must think 
that they’re staff performers, But 
they are neat workers and fitted 
perfectly into the classy makeup of 
the performance. The Waltons were 
more modernistie in their interpre- 
tations, but are also stricily the 
goods in legmania. 
Then there were the 
ers for more leg-work, this time 
hoofing and comedy business. They 
spoiled a smashing session by try- 
ing to top themelves with an encore. 
They should have realized that they 
could only hurt, not better, that ini- 
tial impressive sock. The Rio boys 
were in front of the curtain while 
the sets were being changed, and 
the Maxellos, with their risley work, 
served the same purpose later in 
the show. Another cinch smack 


Rio Broth- 


icé res Ss y is c- | : : 
dication for the present show is €X- | 4) Qi7 pipes to reach. 


i very excellent amplification system 


; 
| 


' 


j 


' 
{ 


adequacy of verbal comedy in the- 
atres of this size. 

Bobby Clark and Paul McCullough 
had no reason to fear failure of 
The Roxy's 





ito the depression, because $4,900 is 


| 


team on the stage can| 


takes care of that, and if proper co- | 
operation is rendered by the artist, | 


his chatter will hit the wall 
without difficulty. 
stances McCullough delivered as 


though speaking asides in a 


rear 


booth, but on the .whole the talk 
jreached the customers 

It reached, but it didn’t sink in 
It came over as a series of words of 
fairly humorous construction, but 
the distance between the actors and | 
audience was too great for proper | 
;}conveyance of meaning. The plain 
|talk laid a dozen eggs, while the 





with this audience, which accepted 
everything in the opening perform- 
ance. 
Joe Griffin, the B. & K. tenor, was 
on for a couple of songs, as was 
Freda Savini, while Arthur Corey 
led a couple of dance numbers with 
his futuristic body-twisting. The 
dancing girls have been jumped to 
36 for this occasion, and Ainsley 
Lambert managed the large group 
for some excellent arrangements. 
It’s a show that stands out well as 
an annnversary edition, impressive 
and spectacular enough to get a 
sheaf of comments. It’s the sort 
of display that used to be turned 
out regularly, week after week here, 
but which finally undid its own in- 
tentions, since the novelty of the 
lavish exhibitions degenerated into 
the commonplace. It became the 
usual thing. ‘ 
Shows of this sort are best when 
spaced a few weeks apart in order 
to grab the best results at the box 
office and inside the house, Gold, 


DENVER 


Denver, Jan. 29. 

A straight vaude show with Ar- 
thur Lake as m, c. went over in 
great shape, ran off smoothly and 
had an excellent finale. Started with 
pictures of Arthur Lake starting on 
his tour, then with Lake in person. 
Comedy entrance of dog act, with 
yautier as hot-dog man, introduces 
six or eight dogs, very well trained. 
Comedy close with dogs forming 
pyramid for another to jump over 
when tiny dog wrecks the outfit. 
Bobby Lee, working in one, sensa- 
tional contortionist, placing feet in 
arm pits. The Libonati trio, xylo- 
phonists, make plenty of noise and 
lots of rhythm. The lad had a win- 
ning smile and danced while playing 
as though he really enjoyed it. The 
girl and boy put on a duet dance, 
fast. 

Dick Nash and Madge Fately put 
on a long and short act—she could 
stand under his outstretched arm. 
He comes in in a toy auto and final- 
ly gets his long legs out of it. They 
put over some fast dancing, chatter 
and singing, and wind up with some 
swift rope twirling. Arthur Petley 
and company wind up the show with 
some trapeze and bouncing stunts, 
which go over big, not because of 
what they do but how they do it. 
The clown steals this act with his 
antics on the bouncing net, and the 
unit closes with all on the stage 
taking the bow and doing a bit. 

The overture by Fred Schmitt and 
his orchestra featured ‘Musical 
Gems from India’ and closed with 
the lively strains of ‘Galloping Der- 
vishes.’ Other numbers featured 
were ‘March of the Hindus,’ Hymn 
to the Sun,’ ‘March of the Slaves’ 
and ‘Song of India.’ 








have been left in the trunk. 


some premonition of what 
happen, for they clipped the gab sec- 
tion to minimum and inserted a| 
suggestion of comedy dancing with 
their tall femme foll, along with 
some flute biz by Clark for the top- 
per. Imagine Clark and McCul- 
lough dancing, even for laughs. | 
30bby’s flute stuff was a lot better 
from this audience’s viewpoint. The 
error was in accentuating the 
switch to hoofing, probably motli- 
vated by desperation, 

Clark's cigar-and-cane manipula- 
tion at the start brought the best} 
laughs first; pantomime always! 
goes here. Ensuing chatter had io| 
struggle for whatever it got, and not | 
much, Outside of the stepping aud | 
a noticeable change in McCul-} 
lough’s demeanor, very few depart- 
ures from style were noted. 


| 
| 
} 
| 


in instead of letting it roll off as he 
should. While strictly good-natured 


unconsciously sending him into the 


est thing that can happen to this 
combination. The straight man has 
his place in all teams, and his place, 
especially when the comic unavoid- 
ably grabs most of the spot, should 
be as far front as possible.. Clark 
and McCullough oughtn’'t let it turn 
into a single, 

Since they don’t look like $4,000 
worth as an act, the only other sal- 
ary squarer for the booking would 


there wasn’t any heavy drawing 
Friday night. 

The show around the act looks 
like it could use that four grand for 
extra trimmings. 
things ars below Roxy standard this 
week. On the screen is a glorified 
western, ‘The Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) 
and a cartoon short, while in the pit 
and also on the rostrum for one 


mental and vocal crew. 

Again the producer attempts to 
adhere to a theme in his stage show, 
at the same time splitting it into 
sections for variety's sake. Before 
his stuff gets started the program 
‘has already waded through the 
| overture, newsreel, a glee club stage 
number by the Waring bunch, and 
the one-reel cartoon. Title of the 
prez is ‘Shops of New York.’ The 
girl who has danced in the overture 
numbers the past few weeks, Evalyn 
Nair, just walks in and out cur- 
rently as the shopper. Her four 
visits are to clock, bird, five-and- 
ten, and flower stores. An odd call- 
ing list, and what she sees chiefly is 
a series of animated pictures. In 
the opener the clocks come to life, 
and in the closer the flowers ditto. 

Clock Shop’ involves the ballet 
corps and the customary exquisite 
toe specialty by Patricia Bowman. 
One week it’s a piece of bric-a-brac, 





den china for Miss Bowman. 


ing back to posing slumber at the 
finish. For a change they should let 
the girl have an entrance. The re- 


cialties look the same. 

‘Bird Shop’ contains the Arnaut 
Bros., with this week a repeat here 
|for them. They've changed the 
whistling routine a bit, mostly by 
Strengthening the comedy values, 
and the turn looks better than ever. 
Clark and McCullough, preceded by 
the Waring band’s Three Girl 
Friends harmonizing through 
lighted scrim, have the ‘Five 
Ten’ interlude mostly to 
selves. 


and 


ettes, dependable as usual for a 





background. Which isn’t the healthi- | 


number is the Fred Waring instru- | 


them-/| 


In one or two in- | 


| 
| 
} 


personality effort might just as well} the most popular personalities with 
; all services, 
Looked as though (. & Me. had; at the Luxer, and his theme deals 
would | with co-operation among nations of 


McCullough must be permitting | Scribed as one of the most severe 
that stooge stuff about him to sink | Storms at Cornwall, Eng, 


gagging all around, it appears to be| for the finale. 


‘ 
' 





be a heavy draw by the team. aut 


i 
} 
| 
{ 


| 


Productionally, | 


} 
| 





and the next week a hunk of Dres-| start from New York, visit England, 


She's! India and other countries, rounding 
foreg vs coming to life and then go-| back to New York. 


| 


' 


cent routine tends to make her spe- }and Phyliss Dubarry. 


| 


| 
| 


the| sing in shrill voice and steps slight- 


‘Flower Shop’ features the Roxy-| do mule gag for needed comedy, 


mitt, with the ballet on its second! and thread trick to mystify. Then 
trip dressed as flowers and just | comes Buffano on the piano and 
providing a scenic effect in the rear! this is always good for audience 














TRANSLUX 


Another good 
showing pienty 
prise, is here this week. 


news program, 
of camera enter- 
Among its 





scoops Pathe scores decisively in 
he death of Eddie Stinson, aviator; 
the first film interview with Huey | 
Long in Washington, while Univer- | 


sal registers exclusively with first | 
pictures of the Mexican treasure | 
city, including close-ups’ of some of 
the jewels unearthed. 


Pathe made a brief but good job 


in its coverage of the Wood-Don 
race. It placed a cameraman in a} 
nlane which paced Wood for con- 


siderable of the course. At the Em- 
bassy Fox-Hearst was satisfied with 


the customary slant on such con- 
tests 

First water trip in an autogiro 
was also made by Pathe, the air 
voyage being from Miami to Ha- 
vana 

Those 5,000,000 anti-prohibition 


signatures presented at the Capitol 
smiles but no applause from the 


audience, 


got 
Luxer 
Universal opportunely revived the | 
Japanese Emperor on parade, While 
Pathe brought the situation in 
China nearer to date with its ex- 
hibit of armared cars and wire bar- 
ricades, 

Dr. Butler is getting to be one of 


This week he is back 


the world rather than isolation. 

Paramount slips in a number of 
old ones in the current program. 
While some of its Mahatma matter 
in Bombay is new, Fox had essen- 
tially the same last week, as well as 
Senator Walcott’s explanation of 
Hoover's reconstruction program, 

Several cute animal numbers get 
laughs. One is Paramount's view of 
grunting ‘bear cubs at feeding time, 
and the other is Universal’s views 
of a California three-year-old with 
her pet lion cub in bed. A Brussel’s 
anvil chorus, with workmen using 
hammers of different weights on 
cobblestones, resulting in a ditch 
symphony, is another out-of-the- 
ordinary clip. 

Interesting, as well, is Para- 
nount’s photography of what is de- 


School of 





EMBASSY 


Although his English is not ale 
ways clear to the average fan, suffie 
cient is understood in a declaration 
by Henry Berenger, French states. 


man, to appreciate the views of 
France regarding German war 
debts. 

Both newsreel theatres are lead. 


ing with early views of the sunken 
British submarine, M-2. Talking 
reporter brings these up to date 
and a dramatic touch is afforded by 
suggesting ‘finis’ as sub goeg 
into her dive at sritish naval 
maneuvers. 

An interview with Harry Daugh. 
erty brings the first defense of the 
late Warren Harding to newsreel 
screens. Daugherty declares Hard« 
ing has been ‘cruelly libeled.’ 

While both houses have the Chi. 


the 


recent 


cago beer raid, Embassy gets a bet. 
ter program reaction by following 
this with scenes of a bock beer 


celebration in Berlin. 
The German girls, always certain 


of a place in an Embassy program, 
this week are used in two clips, 
First has them rowing and com- 
menting, while the other has to do 
with exercise contest on the gym- 
nasium floor. 

Fox-Hearst is giving the Abys- 
sinian prince plenty of play. This 


time he is caught in his fedora re- 
viewing troops in London. In wear- 
ing attire the prince will soon be 
another Mahatma to American fans, 
Subject of a ferryboat pilot 
tiring after 40 years is worthy. 
F-H these days seems to be going 
for heights. When it's not steeple- 
jacks or iron workers, it’s window 
cleaners. All get the dizzy reaction, 
Both theatres covered the Shar- 
key-Schmeling contract = signing; 
Londos; unearthing of Italian city, 
Waly 


re=- 





a —_—p 


baby whales washed ashore is in- 
cluded. 

Universal goes into more odd cor- 
ners this week. While the other 
reels still train on the flood area, 
Universal gets a fresh news angle 
in a coast guard working its way 
upstream in rescue endeavors, 
FYour-year-old acrobats: Grand Rap- 
ids’ Soviet-idea supply system, and 
Urbana’s five-day vacation are 
among U offerings. Waty, 





For the Roxyettes 
one time on makes it a compara- 
tively easy week. 

Waring's band in the pit starts 
with a mediey from ‘Desert Song.’ 
Second and last is a semi-vocal led 
by a boy who was with another 
stage band at Moss’ Broadway some 
time ago. Here he has the center 
bandstand spot, with the comedy 
drummer moved up to the rear., He 
sings ‘I'll Be Glad When You're 
Dead’ in the Calloway fashion and 
the boys’ responsive singing is also 
remindful. But well done and might 
have hit better in another position. 
The band could have used some- 
thing stronger for an overture 
clincher, After all there are 60 
pieces, and to specialize in the clos- 
ing spot isn’t wise. 

The Waring glee club does the 
drinking song it has used before in 
vaude for its stage number. An im- 
pressive effect is gained through 
the 30 faces at a single table 
stretching from arch to arch. Num- 
ber is short, snappy and delivered 
in perfect precision. It outclasses 
the rest ot the stage bill this week, 
Bige. 


5TH AVE, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Jan. 27, 
show, ‘Around the World,’ 
runs 41 minutes with 34% minutes 
allotted to band, time being ably 
used by Jules Buffano, band leader, 
who works at the ivories, This Fan- 
chon & Marco Idea does moderately, 
but lacks some of the flash of 
others. It is a vaude show cleverly 
tied together into a unit, Gae Foster, 
producer, using a duo who flit about 
the universe by airplane. This effect 
is neatly obtained by means of 
lights traveling in miniature planes 
back of big drop. The aviators 





Stage 


Headliners with the unit are 
Harry and Francis Usher, Al Norde 
and Jean, Tex Morrissey and Co., 


Band is on the stage. Concert 
cut this week, as pix, ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde’ runs 98 minutes. Usual shorts 
and the show is plenty long, but 
worth the time. 

The two Ushers as fliers do magic 
in various countries. Also mind 
reading with man going through 
audience. Miss Dubarry strips to 


ly. Six line gals in strut routine 
and six boys join in with horse- 
cutouts. Morrissey & Cs., two girls, 


In ‘India’ Usher does the needle 





appreciation. Jules played his new 
composition, ‘Cafeteria Jangle.’ For 
encore he did ‘Just Friends.’ Buf- 
fano doesn’t give all the crowd 
wants and he is wise for he holds 
his welcome, 

Back in America, the big boy and 
the midget girl, Norde and Jean, he 
with banjo, she with smart talk, 
botl. with tricks, go okay. 

The line girls and boys do adagio 
sextette that runs smoothly. For 
the windup the aviator pair fly back 
over N. Y. and the girl says if he 
does not behave she'll parachute out 
of the plane. She does; and a laugh 
closes the ‘Idea.’ Trepp. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Jan. 29. 

Bing Crosby in the stage show at 
the Paramount again this week (his 
Steenth) continues to prove he can 
take it. In one spot the radio 
crooner sits at his mike in the cen- 
ter of the stage and croons mod- 
estly, Or doesn't croon at all, while 
@ group of dancing girls entirely 
obscure him from the audience. 

Only excuse for the girls being 
on the stage at all is Crosby's 
number, ‘Cuban Love Song,’ and 
the case is unique as representing 
a ‘name’ attraction being in com- 
plete ambush behind a row of 
prancing coryphees. 

Later on in the entertainment 
Crosby, together with Sid Silvers, 
works with Lilyan Tashman, and 
it is constantly an issue whether it’s 
Bing or Silvers who is functioning 
as general stooge for the turn (New 
Acts). Whatever the case may be, 
Crosby doing a quiet line of clown- 
ing here shows up well enough as 
the impudent reporter, even if they 
do dress him up like a racetrack 
tout. 

Maybe the crooner takes it out in 
kind—his subjection to unimpor- 
tance, that is—for a chance to work 
in a plug for his Cremo hour on 
CBS. Anyhow, he slips in the plug 
With great distinctness and eclat. 
Maybe that makes it even for what 
this house has done to muffle his 
personality. 

Those two iterms are the back- 
bone of the stage show, the rest of 





it being a series of ‘Illustrated 
Songs,’ old and new. Starting with 
the old-fashioned colored slides 


with Miriam Lax warbling the bal- 
lad in a striking soprano, the series 
goes into the Crawford's twin or- 
ganlog, two consoles being in the 
center and the Danny Duare girls 
surrounding them before a trim 
scenic background. It is thereafter 
that Crosby contributes «another 
ill. song idea of today, with brightly 
lighted Spanish set furnishing the 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (FEB. 6) 
THIS WEEK (JAN. 30) 


Numerals in connection with bills below iInd.cate opening day of 


show, whether ful! or split week 











R 


KO 








NEW YORK CITY; 


Dancing Divorcees 


Palace (3d week) Russ Brown Co 
Porcelain Romance | Billy Maples Co 
Bobby May 2d half (3-5) 
Fifi Dorsay Maxine Bobby 
Lillian Shade Co Irving & Hurd 
George Olsen Orch | Ralph Olsen Co 
Beatrice Lillie Carl Nixon Co 
Milton Berle Carol & Stuart 


Mills Bros 
Chester 
ist half (6-9) 
Renoff & Renova 


Petit & Douglas 
Rythmania 





Royal 
lst half (6-9) 








Others in H 
Pablic 








JACK POWELL 


OUTSHINING 


Still Care 


of LEDDY & 


is Line Due te 
Preference 


SMITH 











Rogan & Trigger 
B & E Newell 
1 Giersdorf Co 
Russ Brown Co 
Bob Ri pa 
2a half (10-12) 
JI & J Walton 
Small Co 
Olive Olsen 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Al Norman 
é Franklins 
2d half (3-5) 
Jane Allyn Co 
Mung Long 3 
Jack Major 
Chester Fredericks 
Lander Bros 
Royal Moorish Co 
Coliseum 
ist half (6-9) 
Taxi Talks 
«Three to fill) 
2d half (10-12) 
Chaney & Fox 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
(Three to fill) 
(30) 
Mangean Co 
Rose Perfect 
J & K Spangler 
Eddie Hanley 


J Cc Flippen 
Mr Wu 
86th St. 


Olive Olsen 


Manhatinettes 
Joe Whitehead 
Carl Nixon Co 
Rome & Gaut 
12 Racketeers 
2d half (10-19) 
De Luxe 5 
Greenlee & Rogers 
Jimmy Lyons 
Renoff & Renova 
Joe Phillips Co 
2d half (3-5) 
Walters Roon’y & K 
Lewis Mach Co 
Hunter & Percival 
Tracey & Hay 
Smith & Indians 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (6) 
Daphne Pollard 
(Others to fill) 
(30) 
Whiteside A & B 
Lyons & Snyder 
Hugh Skelly 
Chas Foy Co 
V Lopez Co 
Flushing 
Ist half (6-9) 
Robert E Keane 
Golden Blondes 
Belle Baker 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (10-12) 
Vaughn De Leath 
Eddie Hanley 
Bernice & Emily 








LAFF 


LANDER 


HARRY SAVOY 
Care of LEDDY & SMITH 








Weist & Stantoa 
Dave Harris 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (10-12) 
Golden Blondes 
Belle Baker 
(Others to fill) 

(30 


Larry Rich Co 
Fordham 
Ist half (6-9) 
Vaughn De Leath 
Eddie Hanley 
Chaney & Fox 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (10-125 
Dave Harris 
3 Diamond Boys 
(Three to fill) 


(30) 
Gilbert Bros 
Danny Small 
Robert E Keane 
Vanessi 
Belle Baker 
Franklin 
Ist half (6-9) 
3 Lamours 
Happy Chappies 
Parker Weinberg 
Joe Termini 
In Wrong 
Harry Savoy Co 
2d half (10-12) 
Sadler & Bernice 
D Burns Co 
Archer & Jackson 


| (Two to “Aly 
(30) 
James Evans Co 
Chamberlain & H 
Harry Kahne 
Sid Marion 
Gus Edwards’ Ce 
Kenmore 
Ist half (6-9) 
§ Elgins 
Terrell & Fawcett 
Hilda Glider 
J C Flippen 
Carol & Stuart 
Campus Frolics 
2d half (10-12) 
6 Girls 
Madeline Patrice 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (3-5) 
Cadet 6 
Bertilino 
Joe Phillips 
Bernice Claire 
Al K Hall 
Lew Lockett Ce 
Madison 
Ist half (6-9) 
6 Girls 
Madeline Patrice 
Olsen & Johnson 
2a half (10-12) 
White & Manning 
Senator Murphy 
Blanche Calloway 
2d half (3-5) 











Yeace 


Clone. 


TOILETRIES 





4re Available at 
SHOP. 160 West 
Try 


My Foundation Cream, 75¢ 


VANITEE MAKE-UP 
46th St.. New York 
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Bert Mathews 
Paul Tisen Co 
(One to filly 

(3- 5) 
3 French Misses 
Eddie Allen Co 
Sim Moore Co 
D & E Barstow 
Frank Conville 
Neil Golden Co 


gippodrome (6) 

t John Bros 

Upham Sidare Co 

Jenes & Wilson 

LaBelle Pola 

Bill Teelack Co 

Cardini 

Neil Golden Co 

Collins & Peterson 
) 


(30 
Mary Palmer 
Sandy Durson 
Fred Pisano 

epito 

Geo Givot 
Renoff & Renova 
3 Diamonds 
Kni geht Co 


Jefferson 
Ist half (6-9) 
non Bros 
Sanc y Durso 
Hurchine & "Smith 
Archie Glenn 
Larry & Andree 
2a half (10-12) 
Travers & Gray 
Racketeers 
Fred Ardath Ce 


E & J Rooney 

Bayes & Speck 

Lita G Chaplin 

Rosette & Luttman 
AKRON 
Palace 

Ist half (6-9) 
Nelson Co 


Eline Sis 

Dorothy Stone 

Santos & Exie 
2a haif (10-13) 

Grey Co 

Le Paul 


Rae & Harrison 
Helen Kane 

2d half (3-5) 
Lee Gail Co 
Webb & Lane 
Lillian Roth 
Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin 


ALBANY 
Palace 
ist half (6-9) 
Panny White Co 
Frank Conville 
James Hall 
Joe Besser Co 
2a half (16-12) 
Lois Torres Co 
Fifi Dorsay 
(Two to fill) 
2a halt (3-5) 


Keith’s (6) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 

Seed & Austin 











Gracella & Th'dore 
(30) 
jack & Betty 
& Bell 
Co 
& Ames 
PiRMING HA™M 
Keith’s (6) 
Earl Jack & Betty 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy's Co 
Lewis & Ames 
(30) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
C & J Preisser 


Toto 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (6) 
McDonald 3 
Mills & Robinson 
Horace Heidt Co 
(30 


Ear! 


4 Sullys 
Roy Smeck 
Harry Savoy 
Pollock Co 
Watson Sis 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome 
3 Aces & 
Sybilla 
(osc 


(6) 
Queen 
Bowhan 
ar Lorraine 
Olivette Co 
Chas ‘Slim’ 
(30) 
Poodles Hanneford 
Gracie Barry 
J Norworth Co 
Eddie Stanley 
Thomas 5 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Keith's 
Ist half (6-9) 
Pipifax 
Gleason & Allen 
Eddie White 
Enrico T’dore & N 
Summers & Hunt 


Timblin 





2d half (10-12) 


Peter Higgins 
Sidney Page 


Hal 
Donatella 
Barry & 


Neiman 
Bros & C 
W hitlege 
(30) 
Chapelle & Carliton 
Krugel & Robles 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 
DES MOINES 
Keith’s 
Ist half (6-9) 
Billy Stennard 
Masters & Grace 
Irene Rich Co 
Milt Douglas Co 
5 sakuras 
2d half (10-12) 
Florio & Lubow 
Lytell & Fant 
Donovan Girls & B 
Nelson & Knight 
West & McGinty 
(30) 


Pipifax 
Gleason & Allen 
Eddie White 
Enrico T’dore & N 
Summers & Hunt 
DETROIT 
Downtown (6) 
Maidie & Ray 
Benny Ross 
Paul Whiteman 
(Two to fill) 
(30) 
Nelson Co 
Carl Freed 
Dorothy Stone 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Harry Ross 
FORT WAYNE 
Keith’s 
ist half (6-9) 
Swanee & Daly 
Roy Cummings 








BOB CARNEY and JEAN 
JUST JESTERS 


Care of LEDDY & SMITH 








Billy Stennard 
Masters & Grace 
Irene Rich Co 
Milt Douglas Co 
5 Sakuras 
2d half (3-5) 
The Meyakos 
Bob Dupont 
Cole Bros 
Harriman Reeves 4 
Frank Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (6) 
Neal Sis 
Runaway 4 
Gloria Foy Co 
Borah Minnev’’ch 
Johnny Perkins 
(30) 
Van Horn & Inez 
Hal Sherman 
Rae Samuels 
Dave Apollon 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (6) 
Seiler & Wills 
Gaston Palmer 
Galli-Rini & Sis 
Ken Murray Co 


Mary Brian 
(30) 
Neal Sis 


Runaway 4 

Gloria Foy Co 
Borah Minnevitch 
Johnny Perkins 


Rita Royce Co 


GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith's 

Ist half (6-9) 
Paul Remos 
Raymond Baird 
Fulton & Parker 
Lubow & Rice 
Fred Sanborn Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 

Keith’sa (6) 


Wilson Kepple & B 
Frank Salerno 
Shermay & Vaye 
Jean Bedini Co 
Chas King 
Zelda Bros 
(30) 
Victoria & Lorenz 
Gordon & Dean 
Lubow & Rice 
Swanee & Daly 
Don Santo & Exie 
Otto Gray Cowboys 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (6) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar 
(Two to fill) 
( 


30) 
Lido Co 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 





Billy Glason 





~~~ NOW IN NEW YORK 


AL BOASBERG 


Care WILLIAM MeCAFFREY 


Address: 


226 West 47th Street 


Phone Lackawanna 4-9756 








CLEVELAND 
Palace (6) 
Van Horn & Inez 

Hal Sherman 
Rae Samuels 
Dave Apollon 
(30) 
Maidie & Ray 
Benny Ross 
Paul Whiteman 
105th St. (6) 
Merofft Co 
(30) 
Ebony Co 
Healy & Cross 
W @ G Ahern 
A & M Havel 
COLUMBUS 
Keith’s (6) 
Ebony Co 
Healy & Cross 
W & G Ahearn 
A & M Havel 
Chevelier Bros 
6 Avalons 
Hal Neiman 
Donatella Bros Co 
Barry & Whitlege 
Morrie Rrennen Co 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (6) 
Kluting’s Co 
Forum Co 





Doige 2 


Sammy Cohen 


LINCOLN 
Stuart (6) 
Joe Herbert Co 


Bal Accordion 6 

Travers & Gray 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (6) 

3 Lordens 

Anita Case 

Brems F & M Bros 

Ledova 


(30) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Seer 
Pop “‘amero 

10vU ISVILLE 
Keith’s (6) 
Les Klicks 
Trado 2 
Gus Van 
(Three to fill) 
( 


30) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Frank Salerno 
Jean Bedini Co 
Chas King 
Roy Cummings 
Paul Remos Co 
MADISON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (6-9) 
Wm H Groh 
Dress Rehearsal 
Ray Hughes & P 





IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS 


BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 


Dir., WM. 


JAMES PLUNKETT 


DIAMOND 
OFFICE 





(30) 
Swan Lucille & O 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Morris & Campbell 
DAVENPORT 
Keith’s 
Ist half (6-9) 
The Meyakos 
Bob Dupont 
Cole Bros 
H teeves 4 
Art Frank 
2d half 
Pipifax 
Gleason & Allen 
Eddie White 
Enrico T’dore & N 
Summers & Hunt 
(30) 
Karoli: Bros 
Geo McClellan 


Co 
(10-12) 





Edgar Bergen Co 


Harris 2 & Loretta 
(One to fill) 

24 half (10-12) 
Crystal 3 
Raymond Baird 
Rita Royce Co 


(Two to fill) 
(30) 
Stearn & Dean 
Carlena Diamond 
George McKay Co 
A jee Radcliff Co 
ch ec Co 


ML WAUKEE 
Keith’s (6) 
3 Orantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewels 
(30) 
Luster Bros 
Vernon Rathbura 
Edith Bow 


Dr Rockwel 
Electric 8 


MINNEAPOLES 
Vernon Rathbura 
Edit Bow 
Doc Rockwell 
Electric 8 
Mangean Co 
Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 
NASHVILLE 
Keith’s (6) 
Costa & Rich 
Bernard & Heary 
Rose's Co 
(30) 
Zelda Bros 
Bob Fisher 
Bernivici Co 





BAN ANTONIO 
Keith’s (6) 
Swan Lucille & € 

Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Morris ee 


( 
Aussie & Czech 
Filo Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Gus Edwards’ Co 
BAN FRANCISCO 
Geoiden Gate (6) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Emil Boreo 
Wells & 4 Fays 
(30) 


Chas Carrer 





Leon Janney 





JACK 


In F. & M. 


SIDNEY 


HEADLINED 
“Manhattan Idea” 
Dir., CARGILL and DOBSON 





NEWARK 

Keith’s (6) 
Ann Greenway 
Hunter & Percival 
(Two to fill) 

(30) 

Howard Thurston 
NEW ORLEANS 

Keith’s (6) 
Aussie & Czech 
Fio Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Edwards’ Co 


Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLallen 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith's 
ist half 
Stuart & 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (10-12) 
Frank Conville 
Joe Besser 
James Hall 
2d half (8-6) 





DeToregos 





BLACKSTONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 





OAKLAND 
Keith’s (6) 
Chas Carrer 
Leon Janney 
Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLalien 
(30) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems Fitz & M 
Ledova 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (6) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
(30) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar’s Co 
(Two to fill) 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (6-9) 
Broadway Bound 
Nina Mae McKinn’y 
Dancing Divorcees 


Dir.: Wm. Diamond, james Plunkett Office 
(30) Greenlee & Rogers 
Don Valerio Jordan & Woods 
Will Aubrey Clyde Cook 
Seed & Austin SEATTLE 
Gracella & Th'dore Keith’s (6) 


Deno & Rochelle 
Ray & Huling 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
(30) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 
SIUOX CITY 
Keith’s 
ist half (6-9) 
Nice ®loriu. & L 
Lytell & Fant 
Donovan Girls & B' 
Nelson & Knignt 
West & McGinty 
SOUTH BEND 
Keith’s 
ist half (6-9) 
Webb & Lane 
Blackstone 
SPOKANE 
Keith's (6) 
Frt'n'llo & Cirillino 
Hope Vernon 
Friedland Co 





Marty May 








“HECTOR” 


PALS 


A poucY IDEA 
“Let That Airedale Out” 





Chas Foy Co 
Braxellos 
2d half 
Happy Chappies 
Jos B Stanley 
Archer Glenn 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (3-8) 
Trene Giersdort 
Bobby Gillette 
Bill Teelack 
Weist & Stanton 
Singing Sam 
PHILADELPHIA 
Keith’s (6) 
Hugh Skelly Co 
Petit & Dougias 
Soe 
Wilson Bros 
(30) 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Three to fill) 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (6) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 
(30) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Co 
Wills & Davt 
Marcella’s Co 





SPRINGFIELD 
Keith’s 
Ist half (6-9) 
Crystal 3 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Peter Higgins 
Sidney Page Co 
ST. LOUIS 
Kelth’s (5) 
Joe Peanuts 
Kirk & Martin 
Irene Franklin 
Allen & Hoover 
Anatole’s Affairs 
Jerome Mann 
(29) 
Seller & Wills 
Gaston Palmer 
Galli Rini & Sis 
Ken Murray Co 
Mary Brian 
PA 


Keith’s (6) 
Mangean Co 
Fred Keating 
Adelande Hall 
Howard, Fine & H’ 

(30) 


Bob Stickney 

Maker & Redford 

Singer’s Co 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (6) 

Rosette & Luttman 

Bud Harris 

Lita 3 Chaplia 








ings.’’—San Francisee 


ROBINSON & DeWITT 


“Exeellent dancing amidst Ser neows surround - 








D’'W'lfe Me’fe & ¥F 

Joe Wong 

Kirby & Duval 

Dave Harris Co 

Murray & Allan 

Roger Ball Co 
ROC 


Victor Oliver 

Nan Halperin 

Cass mee Owen 
3 


Desito & Denny 
(30) 


Lee & Harris 2 
V:etor Oliver 
Noo aby 0 
Casa, Mack 
TACOMA 
Keith's (6) 
Van Cello & M 
teag Pre ell ta 
Yorrne & Johnson 
Craries Ahearn 
(30) 











Picture Theatres a 

















Olivette Co 


—————— 
Sybilla Bowhaa YONKERS 
Oscar Lorraine Loew's 


Ist half (6-9) 























(Two to fill) 
2nd half (10-12) 
Henry Bergman 





Naomi Morton Co 
Jack North 


Co! Karavaeff Co 





OFFICIAL 


DENTIST TO THE N. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Week: Jed Dooley; Sybil DeWinters 


Vv. A. 





Geo Beatty 

Adler & Bradford C 

(Two to fill) 
Paradise (5) 

Roy Sedley 

Darlene Walders 

Wills-Mordecai & T 

Hector Co 

Bernoff & Charlotte 

State (6) 

Roger Ball Co 

Log Cabin 4 

Harry J Conley Co 

Grant Withers Co 


Harriet Hoctor Co 
BROOKLYN 
Bay Ridge 
ist half (6-9) 
3 Kitaros 
3 Ryans 
Joe Browning 


Tobias Co 

2nd half (10-12) 
Holt & Turi 
Pease & Nelson Co 
Jed Dooley Co 
Jeanne & Lynton R 
(One to fill) 


46th St. 
lst half (6-9) 


(Two to “filly 


BALTIMORE 

Century (6) 
Joe Cook 
Joe May & D 
Bryant-Rains & Y 

BOSTON 

Orpheum (6) 
Falls-Reading & B 
Marcel D’Obert 
Maddex & Mack 
Ross & Edwards 
Louis Berkoff Co 





CLEVELAND 
State (6) 
Gordon-Reed & K 
Fred Lightner Co 
Josef Blank Co 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (6) 
Hollywood Coll’g’ns 

Wayne 

Helen Wilson 

JERSEY CITY 

Loew's (6) 

Jean Harlow 

Cook & Brown 

Pasquall Bros 

Daks-Coles & 











Week Fob. 5, 
Dir., 


JEROME MANN 


Opening on RKO Bill Howard time. 
St. Louis Teatre, St. 
Bernard Burke—Jack Curtis 


Levis. 
Office 





Lya & ‘wolf 
H & Dan Downing 
Vox & oh eer ae 
Whiteside-A & 
2nd half (10- 12), 
Cy Landry 
Tiny Town Rev 
(Three to fill) 
Gates Ave 
Ist half (6-9) 
Tom Fulmer Co 
Naomi Morton Co 
Frank Melino Co 
Lord-Tiny & D 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (10-12) 
Clyde Hager Co 
Freda & Palace 
Whiteeride-A & B 
(Two to fill) 
Metropolitan (6) 
Southern Gaities 
Rose Perfect Co 
Harry Howard Co 
Billy House Co 
Pitkin 
ist half (6-9) 
Clyde Hager Co 
Pease & Nelson Co 


MONTREAL 
Loew's (6) 
Pelle & Cole 
Eddie Miller & H 
Ralph Rogers Co 
20th Century Rev 
ARK 
State (6) 
Rialto Bros 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Harry Hershfield 
Olsen-Bingham Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (6) 
W & J Mandel 
Flo Mayo 
Lucky 7-3 
Mills & Kover 
Conrad Nagel 
Joan Marsh 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (6) 
Carlton & Ballew 
Charlotte A-R Co 
Kerns Sis 
Don Howard 
SYRACUSE 
State (6) 





Ted Claire 





RYAN and NOBLETTE 
“Travelin’ Along Singin’ a Song” 
with F. & M. 








“THE INTERNATIONAL JESTERS”’ 


CLIFFORD and MARION 











George McKay Co 
Frank Radcliff Co 
Fiochi Co 
SACRAMENTO 
Plaza (6) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Co 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella Co 
(30) 
Vardell Lros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Emile Boreo 
Wells & 4 Fays 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Plaza (6) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac’s Co 
(39) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 





Anger & Fair 


Woek Jan. 30, Fisher, Detroit 
Meroff Co Atlas, LaMarr & B 
ROCKFORD, ILL. | Weaver Bros & E 
Keith's Home Folxs 
lst half (6-9) (One to fill) 
Stearns & Dean TOLEDO 
Carlena Diamond Rivoli (6) 


Cnappeile & Carito 
krugel & Rebies 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Harrison & Eine 
(30) 
3 Orantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
Scooter Lowry 
Living Jewels 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (6) 
Poodies Hanneford 
Gracie Barry 
Jack Norworth Co 
Eddie Stanley 
Norman Thomas 6 
(30) 
Betty J Cooper 
Fred Sanborne 
Dillon & Parker 
Jim McWilliame 





Liazeed Arabs 





TROY 
Keith’s 

Ist half (6-9) 
Greenlee & Rogers 
Jordan & Woods 
Detoregos 

2d half (10-12) 
Stuart & Lash 
(Two to fill) 

24 half (3-6) 
St. John Bros 
Leonard & Koeppe 
Violet Carison 
Harry Conley Co 

VANCOL VER 

Keith’s (6) 
4 Casting Stars 
Chas Melson 
Teck Murdock Co 


Lee, Lee, LL & L 
(30) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
WASHINGTON 
Keith’s (6) 


The Christensians 
Reynolds & White 
Chester Fredericks 
Al Abbott 
Kate Smith 

(20) 
Bernice & Emily 
Cardini 
Daphne Pollard 
job Hope & Antics 








YONKERS 
Keith’s 

ist half (6-9) 
Jose & Jules Walton 
Danny Burns Co 
Archer & Jackson 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Koran 

2d half (10-12) 
Lohse & Sterling 
jarr & Davis 
Pritt Wood 
Broadway Bound 
Koran 


3d half (3-5) 
Basil Lewis Co 
Hutchins & Smith 


Parker Weinberg 
Rome & Gaut 
Herbert Bolt 3 


YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith's 


lst half (6-9) 
Grey Co 
Le Paul 
Kae & Harrison 


Helen Kane 

2a half (16-12) 
Nelson Co 
G & M Eline 
Dorothy Stone 
Santos & Exie 

2a half (3-5) 
3 Aces & A Q 














‘Carmenesque’ I 
O’Gorman Bros 
Rose Valyda 
Ray Sax 
3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Anita Lou 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (8) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ I 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtli's Co 
Novelty Clinton 
Barbarina Co 
Sunkist Ens 
BRIDGEPORT 
Fox Poli (5) 
“Cozy Corner’ I 
Ruth Roland 
A & 8 Lamonte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 
Frank Rogers 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (5) 
‘La Plaza’ I 





Jerry Co Henry Bergman Ce 
j Burns & Kissen Jack North 
Phelps 2 Gruber’s Oddities 
: > wy - , . P John & M Maso Two to fill) 
NEW YORK CITY; Clifford & Marion |7°WaSHINGTON | ‘2nd half (10-399 
Paramount (29) Reems Rio & K Loew's (6) Laing Bros 
Lilyan | Tashman Rodion 3 Bert Frohman Tom Fullmer Co 
aee. © rosby Fast Steppers Six Galenos Geo D’Ormonde Ce 
all ge a rs Ni Maureen Rio Harry Burns Co 
SEAT IS 4 ax! ) > - D Ce 
€ Steppers Michigan (30) Dugan & Hadley Lord-Tiny & 
Banny Bare Co Ted Lewis 
‘Tomorrow & T Eleanor Brooks 
Roxy (29) Spowball Whittier 
‘Shops of NY’ Dixie 4 ancnon arco 
Clark & McC'll’ugh | Lewis 8 
Patricia Bowman ‘High Pressure’ 
Arnaut Bros PHILADELPHIA | NEW YORK CITY| Rernie & Walker 
Roxy Co - . , lian’ (30) Audubon (5) Wanda Allen 
maint w rail nd tevels’ ‘All At Seé Mar Mile 
BROOKLYN Leftover Ladies’ a Mea = A “ 
Paramount (29) Ges snd (30) | Lestes & Garson Fern Dale 
2 any et — hil ane 9 | June Worth Buddy & Gretel 
‘USS sum DO }; ben-tur | Gregory & Ramon Chiyo Kadomutsa 
Slate Bros PROVIDENCE Matt ‘ Br hen on Helen Irel a 
Lowe Bernoft Fay'’s (20) Sunkist Ens Dorothy Welch 
Wensley : Rita A Fay BROOKLYN Theal Melson 
David Bines Co Connor Co Fox (1) Rudy Ka 
Tomorrow & T hylis Rae M’d’n Minstrels’ I HARTFORD 
DETROIT t Busby Tyler Mason Capitol (5) 
Fisher (30) |! Ne ns truce Jordan ‘Black & White’ I 
Just Fancy Night Beat Page Boys Geo D Washingtos 
Harry Van Fossen Clifton & Brent 
Mark Nelson Dolly Kramer 
Esther Campbell Rose Glesby 
ew Sunkist Ens Marie LeFiohle 
=— 
Boulevard Primrose Semon Co BAYES & SPECK 
Ist half (6-9) Sylvia-Clemence Co ADE DU VAL & CO 
Freda & Palace (One to fill) MONEOE BROS. 
Adler & Bradford C 2nd half (10-12) RUSSIAN ART CIRCUS 
(Two to fill) 3 Kitaros 
2nd half (10-12 Allen & Eddy PLACED B y 
Bobby Van Horn Joe Marks Co 
Vox & Walters Earl La Vere Co 
Leon & Dawn (One to fill) LEDDY & SMITH 
Gruber’s Oddities Valencia (6) 
(One to fill) Bob Murphy for Fanchon & Marco 
Capitol (5) Johnny Hyman 
Barte & Arden Samuels Bros ——___ —__-__~ = 
Mulr’y-M'N’ece & R| Dave Tannen ATLANT 
La Vernes ASTORIA, L. I. — Marie & Head 
Paul Keast Tribore ‘Circus Days’ I HOLLYWOOD 
Shaw & Lee ist half (6-9) Bee Starr Pantages (4-10) 
George Liddon Laing Bros Nelson's Co ‘Star Night’ I 
Orpheum Geo D'Ormonde Co! gt Leon Co Betty Compson 
_ ist half (6-9) Joe Marks Co Hooper & Gatchet | Steve Savage 
Delivery Boys 5 Hot Shots Sayton Co Danny Beck 
Harry Burns Co (One to fill) BILLINGS Consuelo Gongabes 
Coleby-Murray Rev 2nd half (10-12) Fox (9) Roy Bradley 


Lillian Price 
Paul Jones 
Juiian Hall 
EB J& S Cheron 
Gloria Pleasants 
Dorothy June 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Indiana (5) 
‘Tintypes’ I 
Eddie Lambest 
Aaron Sis 
Harry Moore 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remingtoa 
Sunkist Ens 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (5) 
‘About Town’ 
T & A Waldmaar 
Max Co 
Benn Dova 
Paul Olsen 
Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Ene 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew’s State (4-10 
‘Cleanup’ I 
Mills & Shea 








- —__—_—— 
CHRISTENSEN BROS. 
AND CO. 


“Daneers That Are 
Direction Roger Murrel Agency 


Different”’ 





Les Gellis 
Brancel Co 
Chiquita 
Skeeter & Ray 
Nelly Fernandez 
Lucinda & Ricardo 
Eduardo Delgado 
Agustin Palafox 
Estelita 
Spanish Ens 

BU 


TTE 
Fox (4-7) 
‘Carmenesque’ I 
O'Gorman Bros 
Rose Valyda 
3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Arita Lou 
Suukist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (5) 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 
Bruno Weise 3 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
Paradise (5) 
‘Isle o’ Smiles’ I 
Charlie Chase 
Ryan & Noblette 
Briants. 
Al Gordon Co 
Kikuta Japs 
Gaylene & DuR'ne 
Kurniker Dancers 





Rhythmettes 
Alex Callam 
Verna Sylvia & B 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (5) 
Arthur Lake Ce 
Arthur Petly 
Nash & Fatley 
Libonati 3 
Gauther Co 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (5) 
‘Slavique’ I 
Sam Hearn 
4 Glovers 
Brock & Thompsos 
Pallenberg Co 
Patsy Marr 
Laurell & Ted 
La Vonne Sweet 
Sunkist Ens 
MOBILE, ALA, 


Saenger 
Ist half (7-9) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 
Zelda Santiey 
3 Jacks & Queen 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Kathleen Kay 
Sunkist Ens 
oWARK 
Branford (5) 
‘Hot Java’ I 
Caligary Bros 
Armanda Chirot 














EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


BEN ROUK 


BROADWAY AT 50TH STREET 

















Tivoli (5) 
‘Fine Feathers’ I 
Ross Wyse Jr 
Novello Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emilie & Romaine 
Rose Wallace 
Sunkist Ens 

Uptown (5) 
‘Carnival’ I 
Raynor Lebr 
Cropley & Violet 
The Andresens 
Teddy the Bear 
Torney Girls 

DALLAS 

Palace (5) 
3 Big Figures’ I 
5 Jansleys 
Foley & Lature 
Harold Stanton 
Iou Barrison 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Ens 

DETROIT 

Fox (5) 
‘Co-Eds’ I 
Griffith & Weston 
Busse & Case 
Dyer Co 
Robbins 3 
Jack ——". 
Accordion 

FORT WORTH 
Worth 
2d half (7-9) 
"Tomorr'’ws Stars’ I 





(Continued 


Noree 
3 Samuels Bros 
Vincent Yerre 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (5) 
‘St'rs of Y'st’rd’y’ I 
Eva Tanguay 
Corinne 
Hank Brown 
Bert Jordan 
Hi Tom Ward 
Tom Kelly 
Rice & Caddy 
Cho Cho 
Freddie Ford 
Harrison Co 
Alexandr & Evelya 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (4) 
On Parede’ I 
Natache Nattove 
4 Flushers 
Paul Sydell 
Jose Kose 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND 
Paramount (3-0) 
‘Reflections’ I 
A Robins 
Marietta 
Grauman Hesse & V 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Ene 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (5) 
‘Hacienda’ I 


on page 36) 





toa ee, Ber 8 er e neon ‘ 


= I TT Le I 


OS neg tS Rr 
—- tron 


A ng rare 














| 
3 
4. 
1) 
i! 
| 














‘ = eure See ak ee ae re) 
EIA AOE te RTS ET ane ng RM 


| 


mt 
it 
a 



































sp aietes Sibieie 5 send ee — 
aoe reer ee me wage wi gr mote 


Le. 


36 VARIETY 








| ote Rrra eer BET, 9 OL eet 





Gyp Coast-to-Coast Moving Co.'s 
Take Over Another Tenderfoot 


WavhseS SQ@GARL—SPORES 








Tuesday, February 2, 1932 








—— 


(Others to fill) 
(80) 


Calvert Irving & H 
Chris Charlton 
Green & Forte 
Campus Frolics 
PHILADELPHIA 
Circle 
ist half (6-9) 
Gilbert Bros 
Mack Harold & B 
Angus & Searle 








Hollywood, Feb, 1. 

Babes in the woods—Americans in 
Caliente, press agents in a crap 
rame—and other convenient phrases 
implying suckerdom and chump- 
ishness can be borrowed, unaltered, 
as a metaphor for the newcomers 
to Hollywood and the companies 
which ship their furniture out here. 

Sorrowing owner of a few shabby 
pieces of stuffed velour finally de- 
livered learns that he is only the 
unimportant party of the fourth 
part and that the shipper does 
business with the railroad and the 
railroad with the insurance com- 
pany and the insurance company 
with a surveying service. 

What is chiefly amusing is that 
high salaried executives coming out 
here with contracts that have been 


gone over, clause by clause, under 
1 magnifying glass naively trust 
their family heirlooms to movers 


without financial responsibility who 
ssue vague and ambiguous policies 
which can’t be collected upon and 
brag about crating system they 
own but don’t use. 

Of the many families moving out 
here for the film colony every year 
the furniture-owners number count- 
less victims to their own trusting 
natures and lack of legal advice. 
Superficial investigation, or none at 
all, of the claims and glib sales- 
manship of the movers can mean 
a difference of hundreds of dollars, 
endless delays, worry, annoyance, 
and irreplaceable losses on the re- 
ceiving end. 

One recent arrival learned after 
much grief that his mover had a 
criminal record for moving beer 
packed away in other people's 
household goods. 

But apart from the astonishing 
change of attitude between the 
movers before they get the busi- 
ness and after the furniture is in 
their possession, the real explosion 
for newcomers on getting here is to 
learn that the cost between fur- 
nished and unfurnished homes is 
very small amounting to hardly 
more than $15 a month on small 
bungalows or $50 a month on elab- 
orate homes. 





Harry Brown’s Daughter 
Applies for Pitts. Divorce 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 

Mrs. Margery E. Josack, daugh- 
ter of Harry Brown, manager of the 
Nixon theatre, filed suit for divorce 
here last week against her hus- 
band, Joseph J. Josack, Jr., eharg- 
ing cruelty. 

Josack was formerly in motion 
picture promotion work in Detroit, 
and California and has _press- 
agented several local organizations, 
including George Sharp’s_ stock 
company at the Pitt. 

The Josacks were married in 
1921. Brown was divorced several 
months ago. 





Agent Sues Act for 


Coin Paid for Dress 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Suit for $110.10 was filed against 
Sherry Frayne and Gene Sheldon 
when they were appearing at the 
B. & K. Tivoli last week, on the 
claim of Nichola Agnesta, New York 
agent, 

Suit, as filed by Henry Kalcheim, 
had to do with a gown. According 
to Kalcheim, Miss Frayne bought a 
gown in the east on a charge plan, 
and Agnesta agreed to be guarantor. 
Then, states Kalcheim, Miss Frayne 
left town and Agnesta was forced 
to pay the balance. 





Performer Arresied 


New Orleans, Feb. 1. 

Glynn Myers, 21, entertainer, was 
arrested at the Silver Slipper cafe 
here Saturday (30) charged with 
the theft of a woman’s fur coat, a 
trunk and other valuables. 

Myers was booked for grand lar- 
ceny and is also being held as a 
fugitive from Pasadena, Cal. 





CECILE GULLETT INJURED 
Birmingham, Feb. 1, 
Cecile Gullett, Meridian, Miss., 
radio singer, is in a Meridian hos- 
pital with injuries received in an 
automobile smashup. 
Her condition is not considered 
serious. Mrs. Ben Gullett, her 
mother, was also slightly injured. 


Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Doyle & Donnelly 
5 Gems 

6 Gordonians 
Adriana 


PHOENIX 


Fox 
Ist half (17-9) 
‘Sketches’ 
Allan & 
Franklyn 
Limb’rl' gs 
Duke Art 
Mildred Perle3 
Frank Hopkinsor. 
Sunkist Ena 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (4-10) 
‘Once Upon a Time’ 
Ray Ellis & LaRue 
Keith Wilbur 
D & H Blossom 
Franklyn Record 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (4-10) 
‘M’ches Militaries’ I 
Charies Irwin 
large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (3-9) 
‘Chains’ I 
Gold & Raye 
Frank Stever 
Karels & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN JOSE 
California (6-8) 
‘A Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Paul Mall 
Chief Clearsky 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Tr 
SEATTLE 
Fifth Ave. (4-10) 
‘Limehouse N’ts’ I 
V & E Stanton 
Wine Wah Tr 
Armando & Lata 
Don Carroll 
Inter’l Rev 
Sunkist Ens 
SHREVEF’RT, LA. 
Strand 
Ist half (4-6) 
‘Tomorrow's St'ra’ I 
Bernie & Walker 
Wanda Allen 
Mary Miles 
Zelma 
Fern Dale 
Buddy & Gretel 


Canfield 
}’ Amore 
Jdwards 


Bills Next Week 





(Continued from page 35) 


; Luamberti 


Ray & Harrison 
Roye & Maye 

2nd half (10-12) 
3 French Misses 


Ruth Ford 
Chamberlain & H 
Melino & Martha 
Brencks Revels 
Theal Nelson Earle (6) 
Rudy Kaye Marcus Sis & C 
SPOKANE Petit & Dovelas 
Fox (5-7) Pepito 
‘Around World’ I Hugh Skelly 
Harry & F Usher Wilson Bros 
Norde & Jeannie tussan Revels 
Tex Morrissey Co Boyle & Della 
Phyllis Du Barry Hon Mr We 
Globe Trotters . (30) 
SPRINGFIELD 4 Ortons 
Fox Poli (5) Foster & Van 
‘Greetings’ I 4 Biondes 
Dei Chain Bobby Folsom 


Olson & Johnson 
. & H Griffita 


State 
Buster & Brown Ist half (6-9) 


Dorothy Theime Diaz & Powers 
Collenette Ens Ruth Ford 
ST. LOUIS Chamberlin & H 
Fox (5) Melino & Martha 
‘Stage Door’ I Dance Aristocrats 
Bob Hall 2nd half (10-12) 


Webster & Marino 
Constance Evans 


Melva Sis 
Jerome & Ryan 


Harney & Connors [| Sweet & Hot 
Vina Zolle Bob Hope 
Sunkist Ens Antics of 1982 

TOLEDO 

Mastbaum (6) 

pr aramount (5) Wilton & Wéber 
Parasols Joe Penner 
Sheldon & Frayne | lice White 
Capt Mauss es Psa 
Boyce Comb Daling (30) 
Mienone $ sailors 
Ray Angwin Nell Kelly 
Sunkist Ens S aa 

TORONTO Stan Kavanaugh 

Imperial (5) Upt own 
‘Montmartre’ I ist half (6-9) 
Ann Codee $ French Misses 


Jerome & Ryan 
Jos Neimeyer Co 
Bob Hope 

and Antics of 1932 
2nd half (10-12) 
Gilbert Bros 

King & Burnett 
Parker Weinbg Co 
Ray & Harrison 


Roy Rogers 
Julitan & Marjorie 
Dave Robel 
Henry Phillips 
De Valery Co 
VANCOUVER 
Strand (4-10) 
‘Cherry Blossom’ I 
Frank Gaby 


Eno Tr Dance Aristocrats 
Dorothea PITTSBURGH 
Jue Fong Enright 
Sunkist Ens ist half (6-9) 
WASHINGTON Lee Morse 
Fox (5) Hibbitt & Hartman 
‘Dream House’ I Serge Flash 


O'Donnell & Blair | Mel Klee 
Masters & Gauthier 2nd half (10-12) 


Peg Leg Bates Mel Klee 
Touise Glenn Marty & Nancy 
Sunkist Ens Maxellos . 


WORCESTER 2nd 
Palace (5) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duct Karekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 


half (3-6) 
A & G Falls 
Worthy & Th’mpes’n 
Carney & Jean 
Lydia Harris 





Chiyo Kadomutsu 
Helen Ireland 
Dorothy Welch 


Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
Torney Ens 


Edith Karen Co 
Harris (6) 
Worthy & Th’'mpe’n 





WARNER 


Lydia Harris 
Edwards & Sanford 
Schwartz & Clifford 
Huber 


(3 
Harrison’s Co 





BAYO™: 
Dewitt ‘i, 
Rico 


(Three to fill) 
30) 


Chas Prelle 
Fields & Georgia 
Pilcer & Douglas 
M & A Clark 


Stanley by 4 
Kay Hamlin x 
Bobby Folsom 

Geo Niblo Co 
Dave Vine 

Dance rt) ae 


Melva Sis 

Jean Cook 

Jos B Stanley 
Abbott & Robey 
Young Kam Tr 
CHICAGO, IL. 
Stratford (21) 
Chevalier Bros 
Alexander & Pegsy 
Vitaphone 4 
Dezo Retter 
Sandy Lang 
— 


tz 

ist half (6-8) 
Saxonettes 
cliff Crane 
(Two to filly 

2d half (10-18) 
(To fill) 

2d half (3-8) 
Margie Coates 
Carl Shaw Co 
Archer & Jackson 
Broadway Bound 


ELMIRA 
Keeney’s (6) 
Al Johnson Co 
Rob Leonard Co 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
Honey Tr 
(30) 
Gates Claire & H 
Paul Nolan 
Saul Brilllaat 
Wan Wan Sas Tr 
ERIE 


Warner 
ist half (6-6) 
3 Martells 
Carney & Jean 
Jack Usher Co 
Frank Richardson 
Betty Cooper 
2d half (10-18%) 
4 Dough Boys 
Lee Morse 
Lee Gail Ens 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (8-8) 
Palermo’s Dogs 
Jimmy Lucas 
Rob Leonard Go 
Bob Robison 
Doc Baker Ce 
HOBOKEN 


Fabian 

Ist half (€6-9%) 
Carl Shaw Co 
Medley & Dupree 
(Five to fill) 

2d half (10-18) 
Cliff Crane 
(Six to fill) 

2d half (8-6) 
3 Tligh Steppers 
Allen & Eddie 
Serge Flash 
Morris & Evans 
Eddie Dale Co 
Britt Wood 
6 Saxonettes 


Olive Olsen 
Mercedes 





Krafts & Lamont 
Johnny Pastine Co 
Jack Strouse 

Kay Hamlin & EK 
Stanley (6) 
Lee Morse 


Morris & Evans 
Tom Monohan Co 
JAMEST’WN, N. ¥. 
Palace (6) 
Jack Usher Co 
B & J Brown 
(Two to fill) 

(30) 


Honey Tr (One a 
Marty & Nancy hoene:@ 
| weg Ro ae Anais Judy & @ 
a aly ‘oO ‘ J 
LANCASTER. PA. | ["23 — Sale 
Cacitol (6) 


Jean Cook 








BEADING 


Astor , 
let hbaif (6-9) 
8 Clark Sis 
Foster & Van 
Bobby Folsom 
Pat Daly Co 
Dave Vine 
Kay Hamlin & K 
2nd half (10-12) 
A&G Falls 
Mack Harold & B 
Paxton 
Walston & Cohan 
Roye & Maye 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (3-5) 
Enoz Frazere 
Edison & Louise 
Francis & Wally 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Leary & A Crav'n 
Muriel Kaye 
SHARON, PA, 
Columbia (6) 
McDonald & r 
McGrath & Deeds 
Fiochi Tr 
UTICA 
Stanley 
Ist half (6-9 
Paul Nolan 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
B & J Brown 
S S Malaria 
Bob Robison 
Karen Co 
(2nd half (10-12) 
(To fill) 
2nd half (3-5) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Don Cummings 
McLoughlin & EB 
Jack Usher Co 
Frank Richardson 
Stevens Bros 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (6) 


Yocopi Tr 

Margie Coates 

Barto & Mann 

Herman Timberg 
(30) 

Erma Ward Co 

Mel Kee 

Earl Lindsay Rev 

Jans & Whalen 


Strand (6) 
Eddie Dale 
(Four to fill) 
(30) 
Fisher & Graham 
Calvert Irving & H 
Morton & Chandler 
Coughlin & Lyons 
Johnny Hudgins Co 
WHEELING 
Capitol (6) 
Connie & Ben 
Serge Flash 
Meyer’s Eubow & R 
(Two to fill) 
(30) 
3 Martells 
4 Dough Boys 
Geo Fawcett Co 
Dave Vine 
G Edler Co 
WILMINGTON 
Queens 
ist half (6-9) 
Johnny Pastine Co 
Jean Cook 
Geo Fawcett Co 
Harry Hines 
Erma Ward Co 
2nd half (10-12) 
Diaz & Powers 
Nate Busby Co 
Hilton & Garron 
Jos. Niemeyer Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (3-8) 
JT&N Kelly 
Walsh & Ellis 
Watson & Cohan 
Geo Tapps Rev 
YORK, PA. 
Strand (6) 
St. Orr Co 
8 Clark Sis 
Pat Daly Co 
Foster & Van 
Harrison's Co 
(30) 


LaVarr Bros 
King & Burnett 
Chas McNally Co 
Harry Hines 
Dance Bits 





Geo Fawcett €o 

Harry Hines 

Johnny Pastine 
(30) 


A & P Blum 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
Paxton 

McGrath & Deeds 
Dance Fiashes 
LAWR’NCE, MASS. 
Warner (30) 
Wally Vernon 
Ebony Scandals 


NEW 


ACTS 


Rhythmania, colored act carrying 
19 people, opens for Warners Feb. 5. 
‘Manhattanites,’ 
nard, Patsy Mason and Ralph Mil- 
ler and Peterson, two act. 


with Helen Ster- 








BAER AND LEVINSKY IN 
JUST ONE MORE FIGHT 


By JACK PULASKI 


The customers turned out last 
Friday (29) night in good numbers 
to take a look at Max Baer (maybe 
a relation of Bugs) and King Le- 
vinsky do things to each other at 
the Garden, 





They did after a fash- 
ion but it didn’t mean much. Maxie 
got the win on points, Fireworks 
were absent. 


too. 


That went for laughs 


Levinsky is inclined to be clown- 
ish when on the winning end. He 
flung the old haymaker plenty but 


couldn’t tag Max in the proper 
manner. Baer followed instruc- 
tions, shielding his jaw with the 


left glove almost continuously and 
that’s how he avoided the King’s 
socks. 

The customers gathered on the 
strength of the Chicagoan’s sur- 


prising showing against Tommy 
Loughran, whom he had on the 
eanvas three times here recently. 
His record also includes a knock- 


down of Carnera. The match with 
Baer was supposed to have started 
a heavyweight elimination series, 
but Levinsky appears still in the 
going. How high either will be 
able to climb is anyone’s guess, with 
neither shaping up as having much 
class. 

Baer proved the better boxer but 
was too cautious to make it inter- 
esting. He preferred to specialize 
at close quarters, whaling away at 
Levinsky’s short ribs cn the left 
side. Having the longer reach, he 
could do that much better than the 
King, who didn’t know * ow to stop 
it. Latter’s sister-manager, Lena, 
thought Baer was hurt in the ninth 
and 10th rounds and shrilly yelled 





——=a 


47-Year-Old Midget 
Says Normal-Sized 
Wife Is Too Rough 


Barnstable, Mass., Feb. 1, 

Howard A. Knowles, 47, who for 
23 years was one of the Marca 
Twins, tall and short acrobats, hag 
filed suit for divorce here from Mrs, 
Ruth Hoyt Knowles, his 62-year. 
old normal-sized wife, charging hep 
with being too rough. She was his 
partner in a vaude act, 


Mrs. Knowles was amazed at her 
husband’s action, saying he had 
left home to hitch-hike to Boston to 
if he could obtain some vaude 
engagements. She said they had 
not worked for some time because 
she had been ill. The couple have 
been living in Provincetown, Mrs, 
Knowles declares their only income 
has been from the boarding of two 
child’en. She said her husband had 
given her only a few dollars in sev. 





see 


eral weeks, and that he wants a 
wife, but doesn’t want to support 
her. She said she intends to fight 
his divorce action, which charges 
cruel and abusive treatment. 

The Knowles were married March 
27, 1927, in Newark, and later were 


remarried in Provincetown by a 
Catholic priest. Mrs. Knowles has 
been in show business for 25 years, 

Knowles, in addition to being in 
vaude, was with Fred Stone and 
played a gnome in Belasco’s ‘Mimi.’ 
He is the owner of several cottages 
at Truro-and North Truro, Mass. He 
claims to be the smallest licensed 
driver of an automobile in Massa« 
chusetts, having special attache 
ments on his car to enable him to 
drive it. 





ALICE JOY AS ACT 
Alice Joy, on the Prince Albert 
broadcast, may take a flyer in 
vaude shortly. 








encouragement from ae ringside RKO is now negotiating with 
seat, NBC for the air songstress. 
ANOTHER 


Park, after February 4th. 





RUTY AND YOUNGBLOOD 


MARATHON 
DANCE CONTEST 


At Floral Park, North Bergen, N. J. 


On the Hudson Boulevard 
STARTING 


THURSDAY NIGHT, FEBRUARY 11th 


The Newark Marathon Dance Contest sponsored by Ruty and 
Youngblood ran for 15 consecutive weeks and shattered all existing 
attendance records for events of this kind. 


Talented entertainers now at liberty will learn of proposition to 
their advantage by communicating with Zeke Youngblood, 


Floral 














(Others to fill) 
McKEESP’RT, PA. 














Memorial 
ist half (6-9) 
Connie & Ben 
Harrison's Co 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (10-12) 
Cc & L Earl 
Chas McNally 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (8-5) 
Diaz & Powers 
Murray & Irving 
Edwards & Sanford 
Schwartz & Clifford 


Huber 
MONTCLAIR, N, Jd. 
Montclair 
Ist half (6-9) 
Billy Claire Co 
Parkard & Dodge 
Gene Barnes Co 
Vince Silk 
Mary Ryder 
Znd half (10-12) 
Hope Eden 
Nelson & Clayton 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (3-5) 
Marion Gibney 
Mark Adams Co 
Walton & Brant 
Geraldine Rev 
NEWARK 
Mosque (6) 
Geraldine & Joe 
Talent & Merit 
Babe Egan Co 
Hill & Hoffman 
(Four ba 5 ad 


) 
Marcus Sis & C 
Reynolds & White 
Gloria Lee 
Joe Penner 
Cliff Crane 
Russian Revels 
Bert Walton 
T & B Waters 
NEW HAVEN 
Roger Sherman (6) 
Annie Judy & Z 
Bert Walton 
(Four to fill) 
(30) 


& Elgins 

Bob La Salle 
Harmon & Sans 
Chaney & Fox 
Wilton & Weber 
Billy Maples Bd 
NEW — i 


























H. A. LANZNER, General Manager 


om 
Who Lives at ‘ 
The Park Central? 


MONG guests at The Park Central 
are prominent leaders in every 
phase of human endeavor. 
the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 
and drama, select it because of its quiet 
serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 


Radio outlets....Electric refrigeration....Perlod 
salons and roof patios for private functions... 
Swimming pool....Golf....and other features 
equally unusual and desirable. 


Largest Single Rooms 
in New York 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 


56 St. at 7th Ave, New York City , 


Stars of 

















Garde 
Car] Shaw Co 
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Gyps Turn from Fake Film Schools 
To Radio for That Easy Chump Coin 





Chicago, Feb, 1. 
The gyps have invaded the radio 
talent field and are now trying to 


jimmy coin out of the suckers with 
the same old come-on gags that 


were used to pull money from the 
pockets of the picture and legit 
would-be-famous mob, All the same 
tags are there, the same system, 
ihe same promoters, but now in- 
stead of giving the chumps visions 
of being great film stars, they are 
drawing tempting pictures of being 
famous radio warblers or musicians. 

And this town is the cenier of 
present sucker operations, 
js roaming with yokels who have 
come out of the hills full of ambi- 
tion to strut their heretofore hidden 


Chicago 


talent before a microphone. The 
come-on ads in the papers are 


daily drawing dozens of saps into 
the studios. 

It's all the same 
the picture racketeers with only 
the word radio substituted. ’Would 
you like to be a famous radio star? 
Others have done it; why can’t you- 
How would you like to earn $250- 
$500 a week? If you have the talent 
the radio will pay well; make 
you famous. Radio needs new per- 
sonalities. Perhaps you have that 
talent that makes fame and for- 
tune.” And so on. 


old punchline of 


you 


Country Recruits 

Radio is somewhat different from 
the film in crop of chumps, Film 
suckers came chiefly from the larger 
towns; the radio mob of mackerel 
is being largely recruited from the 
countryside, And the yokels who 
ean fiddle a bit, toot on the har- 
monica or yodel are grabbing the 
bus and aiming for big city studios. 
For what's in their mind is noted 
from the first cracks to the studio 
promoters. In substance their view- 
point is that they can yodel as 
well, harmonica as well and fiddle 
as well as some of the players 
they’ve heard over their loud-speak- 
ers. Country folk used to figure 
they weren’t quite classy enough 
to break into the pictures with those 
vamps and sheiks, but they can’t 
see that the hill-billys over the 
radio are any better than they. 

In Chicago there are about 14 so- 
ealled training schools, most of 
them operating under the guidance 
of boys who have been pushed out 
regular station jobs. These jobs 
range from assistant execs to of- 
fice boys. In selling themselves 
they always make use of this for- 
ther association with a legit radio 
station. It figures something like 
a Ph. D. behind the name of a col- 
lege prof. 

The schools — they're’ seldom 
ealled schools, mostly ‘guilds,’ ‘stu- 
dios,’ ‘institutes,’ almost anything 
that sounds more impressive than 
plain ‘schools’—promise to train for 
radio mike showmanship. That fs, 
if the chumps have the fundamental 
ability. However, no case yet re- 
ported of anyone being refused ad- 
mittance. 

Coin for Tests 

They start milking as soon es 
the babe is inside the door. In order 
to discover whether or not the 
sucker has the fundamental ‘voice 
qualities,’ it’s deemed necessary to 
get a recording. Taken on a regular 
aluminum dise that retails at two- 
bits, but for which the sappo de- 
livers $2, $3 or $5, whatever the 
Promoters can steam out of the fish. 
This is usually easy, the line being 
that it’s worth paying the coin for 
the test recording, because if the 
test is negative it means saving 
much more money that would have 
been spent on training. 

When the qualities of the larynx 
have been adjudged okay by the 
teachers the training begins. Fee 
for that bit of culture is not set, 
ranging from $50 to $250 for the 
course, which stretches from three 
Weeks to months. They try to keep 
the mackerel in the schools as long 
as he'll stand for the digging, until 
all available shekels have been 
Separated srom his person. 

Training is the sweet and pure 
bunk, having to do with how to 
stand in front of a mike, how far, 
how near, how to breathe, correct 
English, etc. But the promoters 
are finding that the biggest joy to 
the chumps is to be let into the so- 
called ‘secret’ lingo of the studio, 
With teachers more than often| 
venting fake jabber in order to 
impress the suckers with the hidden 
and esoteric nature of radio broad- 
fasting. In 





the 


between, the teachers 


@re finding it plenty helpful to drop 





a few choice tid-bits of hot scandal 
whether true or not, about the more | 
famous features of the air, A few} 


such stunts convince the suckers! 
that they’re in and fully initiated 
into all rights and privileges of 
radio, 

All of these fake training schools} 
have fancy contracts for their say 
trade; the contracts ca g for a} 
heavy percentage of the gross whe 
their client finally lands a real jot 
in front of a live mike. This is 
nearly always just a gag, merely 
being used to impress the ‘student’ 
that he’s got a chance to get real 
coin from radio; the evident proof 


being that the studio 
so anxious to get the 

In one or two instan¢ 
have actually gotten jobs, on their 


promoter is 
agent rights. 


es these boys 


own usually, ar a minor station 
only to find that they had to turn in 
30% to 50% to their promoter 

since those crazy percentage figures 
were named in the ontracts, 


PENNA. FROWNS ON SIN, 
BAN ON STREET OATHS 


Easion, Pa., Feb. }. 
Profanity has been forbidden by 
law in Allentown 


and any one 
heard swearing on the streets can 
be fined from $5 to $300, or im- 


prisoned for from 20 to 90 days, or 
both. So ruled Fred E. Lewis, the 
new mayor, who closed up all 
speakeasies, 


aiSO 


The mayor of Bethlehem has ruled 
all collegiate automobiles taboo, 
and the students who used to run 
around in dilapidated cars had to 
take them off the streets. 

In fact, the entire Lehigh Valley 
is gone ‘goody goody.’ Roadhouses 
were closed up by the new district 
attorney, all slot machines were 
seized and speakeasies closed in 
Bethlehem and Easton as well as in 
Allentown. It's going to be quite 
a trick to get a drink of beer or 
whiskey, about the only places 
where they can be secured being in 
the Syrian district, where it is sell- 





ing for 60 cents a pint and ter- 
rible, 
A Model’s Plaint 
Paris, Jan. 22. 
Louise Scherpenberg, an Ameri- 


can school marm, who having got 
broke in Paris, took to posing as 
an artist’s model for a living, is 
loudly ventilating her grievances on 


a model's life, claiming that it has! 


more hardships than glamor. 
Artists models are poorly paid 
and one of the main hardships they 
have to put up with, having to pose 
nude, especially in academies, is 
that they are made to suffer from 
cold, because students, who aré 
dressed, complain of the heat. 


MARRIAGES 


Mildred Rye, of the 





‘Girl Crazy’ 


chorus, to Vance Schwartz, non-pro, | 


Jan. 23, at Waukegan, Wl. 

Renee Thornton to Duke Fab 
Carafa d@’Andria in New York Jal 
27. Bride is a concert artiste. 

Toma Genaro to Jos. Bell on stage 
of the Hippodrome, New York, Jan. 
°6. Both are members of the Larry 
Rich revue. 

Linda Watkins to Gabriel L. Hess, 
Chicago, Jan. 28. Miss Watkins is 
of films and Hess the attorney for 
the Film Boards of Trade. 

Fritz Witte to Gita 
in Cincinnati Jan. 26, 
of the Ufa theatre, 


io 


Gitell, soprano 
Witte is mgr. 


Cincinnati, 


Gene Gory to Margaret Folding, 
legit actress, in Chicago Jan, 29. 


Groom is in Ziegfeid ‘Follies.’ 
Linda Watkins, screen actress, to 
Gabriel Hess, Jan. 28, in 
Bridegroom is attorney for the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers’ Ass'n, © 
Ruth Laurier to Wm. Donoghue, 
in Long Isiand City, N. Y., Jan. 2v. 


Chicago. 


3ride an actress. jroom is a re- 
porter on the ‘Journ: By 

Alan Barkley, of Al Margsiscos 
band with the Warner bros. stage 
unit ‘School Daze’ and Armed 
Wardell, of the ballet at the Staniey 
Pittspurgh. The bride visited the 
unit at Parkersburg, W where 
the remor wes ert n¢ nd 
returned to é vork a few day 


] iter. 


\licity 





Undertakers Die, Too 





San Francisco, Feb. 1, 
Local press agent, looking 
for an account, called one of 
the town’s largest undertaking 
parlors and asked for ‘Mr. 
Hammersmith.’ 
Mortician’s see replied: 


‘Mr, Hammersmith has been 
@ead for two years. Is there 
anyone else you'd like to speak 


to 











Fake Contracts ' Composer Reweds 


2d Wife as Topper 


| To Hectic Year 


Denver, Fel 1 





Francis Hendriks, 45, composer 
| and music teacher, and his 22-year- 
old second wife, were remarried in 
Kimball, Neb., after a dash through 
three states in an effort to get a 
license that could be used at once 

Colorado has a five-day marriage 
license law, so the couple drove to 
Wyoming, evidently not knowing 
that state has the same iaw. They 
| drove on to Kimball, where they 
i were marriea Jan. 18. They re- 
turned to Denver and for a time 
will make their home with his 
daughter, who is a chum of Hen- 


driks’ second wife. 

Within a year Hendriks has @i- 
vorced two wives, married a schoo] 
chum of his daughter, spent a 
honeymoon in Paris, and remarried 
the second wife. Before he secured 
his first divorce he announced he 
married her and after the European 
honeymoon returned to Reno to 
a divorce, He returned to Denver 
last month and became a guest at 
the home o mother of 
ond wife. 

In the alimony arrangement for 
the first divorce the court awarded 
the family home to the daughter, 
and provided that the father and 
mother might each live there six 
months out of the year. Mrs. Helga 
Ronne Hendricks, the pianist’s first 
wife, has spent her first six months 
there and left for New York to visit 
her brother. 


get 


+ hie 
yf the his sec- 











New Angel Bait Idea 
With Tea as Come-On 
Something new in the way of 
coin promoting stunts was pulled 
last week in the way of a tea and 
reception given by a legit producer 
| hoping to do a musical. 
mized it by calling it an ‘audition.’ 
Racket was said to have been run 
as a class affair whereat prac- 


tically the entire show was given 
for the benefit of coin holders in- 
vited. 

Last year the same promoter 


dropped a show while it was re- 
hearsing. 





} 


Gospel and does turnaway trade. 
Angelus temple’s 5,300 seats are not | 
lonly singly occupied but doubly, 


i 
} 


O41 
} 


tions which, if 


j} ante-bellum 
} : - 
| choral accompaniment 


| 
} 
| 


would marry Kathleen Wheeler. He/| 


ane 


Aimee Repays Commercial Contribs 


With Free Plugs to Worshipful Mob 





By ABEL GREEN 


Los Angeles, Jan. 26. 
Religior nder rk was dished 
ip by the ®ev. Aimee Semple Mac- 
Pherson Hutton last Sunday night 
it her Angelus Temple, and evi- 
dences its consistent batting aver- 
ige as the best cheap show in town. 


For a jit when the plate comes 
i} re ind of -ourse vou can 
l anead the tap TOO? whicl ma 
do— it's swell stuff for the peasants 
They literally storm the gates of 


the temple, which is dedicated to 
the propogation of the Four Square 


with children or flappers on the laps 
yf tl} boy 
Careless disregard for fire regula- 
it were a frank the- 


igéir mothers or 


atrical performance, would have the 

firemen and cops hollering murder 

at the standees all over the aisies. 
S. R. O. 

Considering that Angelus Temple 
is almost the capacity of the Roxy, 
New York, 8S. R. O. is no mean 
ichievement for the stellar evange- 


listic attraction 


ticular Sunday, 


who, on this par- 
did her spieling in 
bustles with 
and a set- 
piece in ‘three’ depicting a log cabin. 

Flashing her colonial bustles and 
mild-maidish bucolic chapeau, in 
keeping with the Dixie motif, Aimee 
strutted her stuff b; first asking how 
many of the congregation came 
from the South. She pronounced 
South with a small-time attempt at 
giving it that Dixie slough, but 
otLerwise, thereafter, did her stuff 
straight. 

Scheduled to do her act at 
the Temple was 8S. R. O. at 
m. with the Angelus Silver Band 
plugging the wait with music that 
was more spirited than spiritual. 

Weak Moment 


an 
w> 
Oo 
a 

°] 





He mini- | 


The Minnie Agnes Johnson mixed 
choir of 75 (colored), more femme 
than stag, overtured and _ inter- 
spersed throughout with their 
spirituals. Rev. Aimee essayed a 
brief commentary on the charm of 
the Negro spiritual but didn’t quite 
click with her expose. The dusky 
choir, sharply contrasting their nat- 
ural color against the virgin white 
of their ecclesiastical smocks, were 
a wow. 

Show was run with dispatch and 
pep even when Aimee did her spiel- 
ing for the donations and contribu- 
tions. She led off with an acknowl- 
edgement for a $50 gift for the sup- 
port of the official Angelus Temple 
radio station KFSG. 

Parade of Suits 

Wow of the evening, next to clos- 
ing, was Aimee’s Parade of the 
Suits. It was a plug for the Fore- 
man & Clark chain clothing com- 
pany, said co. having donated a 
number of suits for the welfare of 











j the Temple's needy. Aimee, how- 





Winchell Tested on the Take 














Earl Carroll Gives Columnist Verbal Works 


at the Casino 





The Blumenthals. A. C. and 
|wife, Peggy Fears. gave a party at 
Central Park 
inight (30), the nature of which was 
a cross between a pub- 
the establishment 
ané@ a testimonial to Bill Gaxton, 
the juvenile, In either case, the 
broke up with a couple of 
credit, with one legit 
heralded as 
down and wept 


* 
4\a8 


‘the Casino Sunday 


reported 


affair for 


event 
rows to its 
producer 
broken in the 
foyer. 

Aftermath to all this is said to 
have been the same producer fran- | 
tically phoning his host and hostess | 


4 


having | 


toe. Bill Gaxton handled the show. 
Everybody got up and I was with 
His Honor and Vola, down front. 
‘Carroll was there, Earl. Weill, 
geez, when he got up and got all 
through talkin’ he turned to me 
saying, “Walter, you've made every- 
body in this room take it in your 
column. Now can you take it?” 


And there I was with Jimmy and 
Negri. “Walter,” he says, “I don't 
think anybody in this room llkes 
you. You don’t belong.” 
Gaxton a Life Saver 
‘Well, there was a lull. yaxton 


saved it and called on me. Sol got 
up and thanked my host and hostess 
and everybody for being so affable. 


at 5 a. m. apologizing for his be- | Never once mentioned or replied to 
havior and seeking forgiveness on Carroll, Nineteen guys verbally 
the plea that he knew not what /|pcunced on Carroll for berating me 
1e@ did. }at such a time and he flew into the 

A detailed account of the affair, | hall, broke down and wept. Manv 


if Walter Winchell were to tell you 


of it in person, might £O soOme- 
thing like this: 
‘Did yu’ hear anything about ms 
ct night? No? What a party. I 
stole the show. What a party. 
You know, at the Casino—the Blu- 


menthals. 


I wae sitting with the mayor and 


Poia Negri. Oh, everybody 

there I was sitting with Jin 

nd Negri. Everybody got up and 

liu. somethiz - Even George White 

and Sam Harris. Harris did a bit 
geht jury ong ago. Cute, ti 


| said didn’t go. People I didn’t know, 


was | U}l 


people came over to to shake 


my hand and tell me 


me 
what Carroll 
too. about 
myself and 


said something 
cond 1 ted 


temper, 


Jimmy 
w well I 


ept YY 


hi 
cea, 
“That was a spot that Carroll put 
mein. But I stole the show. Look't, 
read you what I’ve got in the 
column on it tomorrow....... How's 
tat? And dont muff me on the air 
L ve got some mort 
partr. I was a sensa- 


tomorrow night, 
‘What a 


friends. | 


Negro | 


, ever, in order to cinch the charitable 
lintent of Foreman & Clark, had a 
jhost of lackeys parade sundry 
styles, shades and cuts of Foreman 
& Clark clothes on the rostrum, 


holding these aloft as the boobery 
applauded her commentaries and 
commendations of Foreman & 
Clark's styles, shades and cuts. 
| Aimee then slipped in free ads 


and plugs—all of which went out 


over the ether—for the gas station 
which had donat : so many hune- 
dreds of gallons of free gas; to the 
donors of supplies for the Angelus 


Temple commissary, and for sundry 
|} other vendors, 

Perfect Plug 
| Considering that Foreman & 
| Clark’s chain clothing (‘walk up 
lone flight and save ten’ type of ap- 


} parel sells for $17.50) is within the 
jrange of the peasantry patronizing 
the quasi-ecclesiastic free show 


Aimee puts on, it’s not a bad break 
ifor F&C. It’s a nifty ad in front of 
an attendance of some 6,000 in-the- 
flesh prospective customers and 
thousands of listeners-in 

That Aimee is a sure-fire 
the Evangelistic Circuit is 
lished anew. Nothing any of her 
detractors might say can hurt her, 
The more she’s razzed in the public 
prints or otherwise the more like 
a martyr she becomes. 

Ship Gets It 

Aimee, that Sunday nite, was bal- 
lyhooing that the following Sunday 
(she is now on the high seas) she 
was shoving off on a free ‘honey~ 
moon’ with What-a-Barytone David 
Hutton, thanks to the courtesy of 
the Dollar Line. She crashed for @ 
couple of Annie Oakleys on the 
Pres. Hoover in return for which 
courtesy Aimee wasn’t bashful in 
letting ‘em know that the Pres. 
Hoover was the finest boat afloat. 
She incidentally invited her flock to 
see her off and bid her ‘bon voyage’ 
between 3-5 p. m. that Sunday aft. 
thus guaranteeing a free extre. mob 
scene for the newsreels. 

When the good will offering plate 
came around, the band again did its 
stuff. 

Temple’s acoustics are 100%, In- 
sured by microphonic audibility 
throughout. Range of vision isn’t 
so hot on the sides but then you 
must get there for breakfast if 
you’re to have a choice perch for 
Aimee’s stuff in the evening. 

At a jit contribution—there were 
many pennies also, despite a sus- 
pected $5 bill as the decoy—it’s not 
a bad show. 

No wonder downtown theatre biz 
isn’t so hot. 


Old Theatres Can’t Add 
Offices Over Auditoriums 


Revisions to New York city build- 
ing construction code, awaiting only 
the Mayor’s signature for final pas- 
sage, are revealed as not so kind to 
show business as at first reported. 

Buildings already standing will 
not have the benefit of the code, 
which permits new theatre struc- 
tures to acd floor space over the 
theatre auditorium. Present struc- 
tures will have to be torn down and 
completely rebuilt if this is desired. 


Edith Ransome Again 
Asked to Move Along 


Seattle, Feb. 1. 

Edith Ransome, once ‘White 
Cargo’ star, has local judge tell her 
she’s excess cargo in Seattle. Miss 
Ransome claims she was shange 
haied some months ago on the Pa- 
cific, to halt her engagement at a 
Honolulu hotel; she has suits pend- 
ing against steamship company for 
a million or so. 

Latest episode was her being 
charged with theft of some money 
at a lawyer's office. Outcome of 
trial was the order to depart. She 
says she'll go to L. A., write a book 
on ‘Living Dangerously,’ and try 
for stage comeback. 


ecard on 
estab- 

















Mildred Bailey’s Lease 
Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Claiming that Mildred Bailey, 
radio warbler now with the Paul 
Whiteman orchestra, ran out on her 
lease, attorneys for the Sherlake- 
Glengyle Building company last 
week secured 2 judgment of $155 
Garnishment writ 4s then served 
jagainst Paul Whiteman, NEC and 





Yea, he said I was | the RKO Palace theatre, at which 


|the orchestra was appearing last 
| week. 
BIRTHS 


| Mr. and Mrs. Albert Tavey, a boy, 


iJan. 29, in London. Mother is Ann 
\Suter. Father French vaudeville 
agent. 
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News From the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrica! news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily capers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Holiywood and Londen. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 











East 


\londay (25) the trial of Mrs 
Ziegler for the murder of her hus- 
band was started in Hackensack, 
N. J. That evening the jury was 
permitted to go to the theatre under 


{Otto 


escort. They witnessed ‘Ladies of 
the Big House’ (film) and Tuesday 
the judge declared a mistrial, stat- | 


ine that similarity of one of the Sit- 


uations in the play to the case in 


question constituted influencing the) 
| couraged, 


jury. 


Rudy Vallee steamed up 
columnist, kidded 
and his marriage. ‘Graphic’ printed 
his letter and admits his marriage 
to Fay Webb not a publicits 
t, as stated by Wald. 


Wald, radio 


was 
stun 
irded verdict 
Jersey Boule- 
City, operato 


Mrs. Delia Kettle aw 
of $17,500 against the 
vard Corp., of Jersey i 
of a chain of theatres. Asserted she 
was injured in one of the defend- 
theatre and asked $50,000. 


ants 


Failing to open the Plainfield, 
N. J., theatres Sunday, 24, counsel 
for the picture megrs threatened to 
tie up all industry by means of the 
same blue laws. Been done before | 
but failed in effect. 





Theatre Guild will try ‘Moon in] 
Yellow River’ in Phila. Feb. 15, for 
a two-week run before coming into 
1 As # 





tour of ‘Barretts’ opens in 


15. 


load 


Boston 








Mrs. Betty Healy suing Mary 
Warburton for $250,000 for 
alienation of affections of Ted} 
Healy. Charges that the comedian | 
was lured with jewelry and other 
costly presents. 

Loew’s 72d St. theatre opens this 
month, 





Vincent Youmans abandons idea 
of changing title back to Hammer- | 
stein’s theatre at request of Arthur 
Hammerstein, who figures that the 
next lessee might reverse again and 
make more talk. 


Equity waives its rule to permit 
Colin Keith Johnston to take the 
lead in ‘The Warrior’s Husband.’ 
Means work for nearly 50 Equity 
members if the play is staged by 
Harry S. Moses. 





Speak owners find a possible block 
to the raid-and-rip program of the 
feds. Claim that failure to pay tax 
on liquor is what legalizes the rip 
part of the idea, so they'll serve 
from decanters in future. 





Jane O’Roark, showgirl and night 
club hostess, suing Mrs. Jessie 
Woolworth Donahue for slander. 
Charged that Mrs. Donahue circu- 
lated reports that she had settled 
an allegedly ‘larcenous’ claim 
against the estate of the late James 
P. Donahue for $600, and that she, 
(Miss O’Roark) was a woman of 
unchaste character and unfit for 
association with decent people. 





_ Elmer Rice out in Cleveland get- 
ting his road ‘Counsellor at Law’ 
started on its tour, 


Methodists announce John Wesley 
Picture Foundation to make talking 
pictures for church and other uses. 
Non-profit organization. First will 
be the life of John Wesley synced 
With some of the hymns he wrote. 





Society of the Friends of Music 
and 64 of its sponsors, mostly so- 
cially prominent women, sued by 
Walter Wohllebe, choral director, 
for $21,500 breach of contract. Was 
hired for five years but dismissed 
last October when the organization 
lost its angel through death. 





Late William H. Long, one-time 
partner of William Fox, left a gross 
estate of $185,001 and a net of 
$140,291 according to the report just 
filed. He died Jan. 1, 1930. 





New production trio is composed 
of George Daly, Rudolph Fields, a 
book publisher, and an anonymous 
radio exec. First production will 
be ‘All’s Fair,’ by Ray Gold and 
Ted Wilde. 





Fines of $25 each were imposed 
on 17 Plainfield, N. J., theatre men 
who gave film performances Sun- 
day, 24. In addition 48 ticket sell- 
ers, projectionists and other em- 
ployees were given suspended sen- 
tences. Judge demanded that the 
Mayor revoke the licenses of the 
four houses involved, three of which 
are operated by Publix. Last Sun- 
day (31) Raymond Puckitt, Publix, 
sent over from Perth Amboy to 


over a} 
story in the ‘Graphic’ in which Jerry | 
him | 


| pinch hit, was taken in and held in! 
$1,000. Two other arrests. | 

65 

Tom Dixon, who wrote ‘Birth of 

i Nation,’ tells Booksellers’ League 

that censorship is inevitable unless 

dirt is eliminated. Just completed 


ghosting Daugherty’s Harding story. 
Maybe wants publicity. 


Russian Foundation plans 
production of three ops in March, 
possibly at the Jolson. Gave one 
here last season and feels en- 
Mostly social register 
names on patronesses list. 


Opera 


Final matinee of Greek ‘Electra’ 


abandoned, but the company may 
presently go on tour. 

Paul Muni was the guest of honor 
at the open meeting of the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild at the Morosco 
Sunday o1 | 

—_— | 

Annual show of the Society Am. 
Magicians to be held Thursday, 4, | 
at Heckscher theatre with Mer- | 

| cedes, Servais Le Roy, Jack | 
Gwynne, Cardini and Hardeen. | 
——— | 

Sonya Black, tea leaf reader, | 


nicked for $5 after she read the for- 
tune of a policewoman in a 50th 
street tearoom. Purchase of a book 
for $1 was the prelim to the read- 
ing and the downfall of the seeress. 
Magistrate Goldstein has had 
Ralph Voight, Minsky’s barker, be- 
fore him so often that he comments 





the city should get a cut on the 
publicity appropriation. 
‘Face the Music,’ the newest 


(third) title of the Berlin and Hart 
musical. - 

Mrs. Betty Healy will 
for a divorce, backing 
alienation suit. 





sue Ted 
up her 


Morris Levine, Boston booker, 
gets jail term for alleged attempted 
assault upon Joan Lowell. 


Billy Minsky beats charges of 
Sunday opening and Police Capt. 
Hayes announces that he is through 
trying to shut Sunday shows. 





Lily Pons, in Zenatellos’ suit, 
tells the court her salary with Met 
op is $445 weekly, with boosts to 
$1,000 in the next four years. Gets 
$1,200 apiece for concerts, but Met 
bureau takes one-third. 

Custody of Donna Marie Alvin, 5 
year old daughter of Don Alvin, 
orch leader, awarded by White 
Plains court to his divorced wife, 
Mrs. Alice Rae Kozel, of Chicago. 
Roi B. Wooley, of Larchmont, was 
arranging to adopt the child when 
the mother intervened. 





Elevator runner and doorman at 
81 W. 12th st., arrested on charge 
of robbing Clara Schwartz, actress, | 
of $1,000 worth of jewelry and $200 
in money. Men reported to have 
admitted the robbery and returned 
the jewels. Miss Schwartz was 
visiting her mother, who resides at 
that address. 


Marion Conrad is asking for a 
divorce from her husband, Eddie. 
Bad enough when he threw her pet 
dog at her head, and didn’t miss, 
and not so good when he kicked her 
on the shins during their act, but 
when she found him all wrapped 
up in Loretta Denison, she figured 
to call it a day. The comedian is 
not particularly averse to divorce, 
but says she should not ask for 
alimony when she walked out on 
him, and anyhow he is $8,000 in 
arrears to his first wife, Ethel. 

A. P. Kaye, of ‘Cynara’ cast, has 
finished manuscript of his memoirs. 
To be published in London as 
‘Stage Mirrors.’ 

Estate of late Rae Erianger, filed 
last week, wills small sums to a 
few relatives and the residue to her 
brother, Mitchell L. Erlanger, co- 
heir with her to the estate of late 
A. L. Erlanger. 





Some time since, Mildred King, 
pianist, sued the mother of Geo 
Huntingdon Hartford for $100,000, 


alleging that the mother had em- 
ployed her to keep the young mil- 
lionaire’s mind off other and pos- 
sibly dangerous women. Suit was 
withdrawn from Boston courts last 
week on settlement by private 
treaty. Sum _ stated to ‘more 
than $10,000.’ 


be 


Linda Watkins’ reversed the 
usual custom by going to Chicago 
to get married. Met Gabriel L. 
Hess there shortly before noon last 
Thursday and as Mrs. Hess took 
the 12:40 for N. Y. 











About a.w.year ago Robert L. 


short wave radio hook-up. He 
told her he would be seeing her. 
Now he is headed for the South 
Seas with a special stop-over to 
keep the year-old date, 


Owing to objections of the pro- 
ducers of ‘Little Racketeer,’ Queenie 
Smit!: will not double into the Lido. 


There is a puppy used in the per- 
formance of ‘Mr. Dooley, Jr.’ at the 
Heckscher theatre. Bide a Wee, 
animal refuge, will supply a new 
pooch for each show to be given to 
some child in the audience. 
star of ‘Tabu,’ seeks to 
Hollywood restaurant for 
salary. Hired for a 
year and only lasted four months. 
Now she wants the rest at $275 a 
week. Supreme court appointed 
Mildred Luther guardian for the 


Reri, 
plaster 
eight months’ 


| girl. 


N. ¥. State Press Ass'n urging ‘ne 
same curb on radio ads as are in 
force against newspaper displays. 


W. A. Brady spoke on theatre tax 
before Women’s Press Club at their 
luncheon Sat. Says what the thea- 
tre needs is a subsidy rather than a 
tax. eee 
Mehberiam, mgr. of 
theatre, kidnapped Sunday 
his own car with the day’s receipts, 
about $750. Three men jumped to the 
running board and captured the car. 


Elitinge 


(31) in 


Edw. 


Mary Ellis and Basil Sydney plan- 
ning to do ‘Julius Caesar’ in modern 
with the mob in facist black 

To follow ‘Jewel Robbery.’ 

Eva La Gallienne plans to reopen 
her Civic Rep. theatre next Sept. 
With ‘Alice in Wonderland,’ to mark 
the Carroll centenary, 

Abbey Players have 
their plans for coming 
this spring. May chance it in 
fall. 


dress, 


shirts, 








abandoned 
into N. Y. 
the 


George M. Cohan has nearly com- 
pleted a new play with the tentative 
title of ‘The Natural Price.’ 


Police are guarding the former 
Peggy Fears, wife of A. C. Blumen- 
thal, and foriner showgirl, on a tip- 
off that she was to have been ab- 
ducted from the Central Park Casino 
last Thursday (28). Police will do 
escort duty until something definite 
is learned. 


Arthur Schwartz back from Spain 
with a half-finished score of a mu- 
sical with a Spanish seiting. Will 
drop that for the score of the Max 
Gordon review, due in June, for 
which Howard Dietz is doing the 
sketches, 


Charity workers in Atlanta sus- 
tained in their efforts for Sunday 
shows for unemployed. Courts put 
on O. K. on Sat, (30). 





Young Folks Plays group presents 
‘Granny's Garden’ at the Booth Sat. 
30. Juve roles played by midgets 
instead of children. Most of them 
drafted from the vaude and musical 
comedy stages. 





Group Players readying a new 
presentation for N. Y. while touring 
in ‘The House of Connelly.’ 





Hope Hampton talked of for 
‘Helen’ if that Cochran production 
is brought here in the fall. Jules 
Brulatour expected to buy a Slice. 





Mary Lindner does a play on life 
of ‘Two Gun’ Crowley. Titled ‘Hell 
on Earth.’ 





Costing Katherine Cornell $10,000 
to end run of ‘Barretts’ at the Em- 
pire. Contract specifies that forfeit 
if run is ended before the receipts 
drop to a specified figure. 


An air gag is that Mme. Lucille 
Chevalier sang over the radio in the 
hope that her lost dog would recog- 
nize her voice and come home. 





N. Y¥. Civic grand opera club to 
try opera at $3 to 50 cents Feb. 7 
in Mecca Temple, 


When ‘Widow in Green’ deflated, 
James Elliott gave John Brewer, of 
the cast, the canary which was used 
to dress one of the sets. Bird was 
claimed by Margaret Wills, who had 
rented the singer for $3 a week. 
Wanted the bird and back pay. 
After much turmoil the bird's wages 
were paid out of the Equity bond 
and Mrs. Wills got the peeper and 
$19, 





Irving Wolfer, vaude dancer, gets 
five days for assaulting his wife, 
| Jean Rutthan, in her dressing room 
at the Central theatre. Told court 
he was peeved because he was not 
permitted to see his two year old 
son and slapped her down when re- 
fused. He had $15 so the court told 
him it was that or five days. Wolfer 
had more time than money, so he 
took the five. 


Met. Museum of Art making films 
of artists for historica? record. 





Childe Hassam the first. Just com- 
pleted. 


Dorothy Knapp, Earl Carroll: 





fore she sued his backer for $250,000 





| 
i 


‘Ripley talked with Irene Strelitz, of | breach of contract, thinks that sum! 


preme court for permission to file 
an amended complaint adding fur- 
ther damages for mental distress. 
Suit is against Mrs. Anne W. Pen- 
field, of Phila., who backed ‘Fio- 
retta’ and who, Miss Knapp de- 
clares, forced Carroll to dismiss her. 


Lawrence Langner already mak- 
ing plans to reopen Westport play- 
house June 1. 


Home of Gertrude Hoffman, at 
Sea Gate, on the tip of Coney Island, 
has been sold. Terms not stated. 


7 


Dinner of Ass'n. for Better Citi- 
zenship stirred up an air row. Israel 
Amster exceeded his time limit and 
WOR cut off George W. Wicker- 
sham, the big committee and report 
man, after only four minutes. 





Celebrating his 70th birthday, 
Walter Damrosch predicts at least 
50 op cos in U. S. within a quarter 
century if works are sung in Eng- 
lish. Credits radio with increase in 
musical appreciation. 

Nancy Carroll and Bolton Mallory 
are taking a deferred honeymoon. 
Left for Nassau last week. 

Anton Bundsmann, stage mer. of 
‘Bride the Sun Shines On,’ has sub- 
mitted a play, ‘The Siren,’ to 
Chester Erskin. Formerly Erskin’s 
asst. 








Coast 


Barbara Kent sued for $15,000 by 
Betty Murray for personal injury in 
auto accident. 


Mrs. Phylis Brock seeking divorce 
from Louis Brock. Receives $75 
weekly temporary alimony. 

Ian Keith sued for divorce by 
Ethel Clayton on charge of cruelty. 





Vilma Bristow, actress, seeks di- 
vorce from Robert Jenkins. 

Josephine Dunn 
operation. Removed from 
to home, 





recovering from 
hospital 


Buster Collier underwent an ope- 
ration for an infected eyelid. 


Mrs. Rudy Vallee (Fay Webb) 
visits her folks in Cal. for third 
time since marriage and denying 
the usual split rumors. 

Juanita Hansen, former film ac- 
tress, returns to Hollywood for at- 
tempted comeback. 





Janina Smolinski, actress, wil’ re- 
cvive $250 morthly, as temporary 
alimony from Walter Gravowski. 

Marie Prevost at Hollywood hos- 
pital for ‘a rest, 

Reginald Denny, injured in polo 
practice, confined to bed. 

Lillian Asher, formerly known as 
Lillian Bonner, suing E. M. Asher 
for separate maintenance, 








Sue Stevens, actress, unable to 
appear in court on charges of 
drunk driving, due _ to _ illness. 
Hearing put over to Feb. 16. 

Shirley Chambers, fined 
$15 for speeding. 


actress, 


Dorothy Jordan must pay Mrs. 
Bernice Cowell, former manager, 
$1,100 commission, a municipal 
judge decided. 


Anne Corday, actress, suing Ar- 
thur L. Gross for $50,200 damages 
she received New Year's Day in an 
automobile crash. 


Mid-West 


Clyde Beatty, wild animal trainer 
with Hagenbeck-Wallace circus, is 
recovering from a serious mauling 
handed him »y one of his lions at 
Peru, Ind., winter headquarters of 
the outfit. 

Same lion, ‘Nero,’ saved Beatty’s 
life last year when a tiger attacked 
the trainer during a rehearsal. This 
time ‘Nero’ jumped on Beatty and 
was finally driven off with a chunk 
of leg in his mouth. 

Backstage fire at the Lawndale, 
Yiddish house in ‘Chicago, caused 
about $10,000 damage, 

If local opera lovers don’t come 
through with something like $500,000 
they'll have to go without their tra 
las next season. Chicago opera con- 
tracts for next season are being 
held up until somebody finds out 
where the half million is going to 
come from. 

For the past five years the opera 
Vas guaranteed by a $500,000 fund. 
of which Samuel Insull was the 
head. That guaranty expires at the 
end of this season. 








Chicago Syrians stazed a desert 
musical comedy, first of its kind, at 
the 8th St. theatre. Amateur affair, 
Wilh proceeds going to the unem- 


most beautiful girl in the world be- | ployment fund, 


tussell Thompson went to jail in 


Chicago for failing to keep up hig 
alimony payments to Marry Ellen 
Thompson, cabaret dancer. Circuit 
Judge Daniel Trude imposed the 
sentence, 





Inventory of the net estate o 
late Knute Rockne, filed at St. in 
seph, Mo., listed $26,608. Does not 
include life insurance. 





Auto show on at the Colisey 
Chicago, but not as big as in fore 
mer year's, 

Police are investigating arson 
charges in the fire that destroye@ 


the Plaza, Gary (Ind.) causing 
$100,000 damage. 3uilding, a two. 
story brick, burned to the 


sround, 
Oily substance poured on the seats 


was discovered by fire officials. 

Granada, Norfolk, Neb., lost $1,200 
in a stickup. Three employees of 
the theatre were bound and gagged, 
with the manager, Carl Rose, losing 
his watch, 





Lone bandit staged a stickup at 
the Stuart theatre, Lincoln, Neb. 
getting away with only $75. 

Nina Webster, former showgirl, ig 
fighting the divorce action brought 
by George W. Webster, wealthy 
Boston merchant in Carson City, 
Nev. He charges cruelty. F 





Vera King, former ‘Follies’ girl, 
haled 


her ex, Morris T. Lederer, 
steel company head, into a Cleve. 
land court for failing to kick in 


with $3,000 back alimony. 

Part of the loot grabbed in a 
holdup of* the Granada theatre, 
Norfolk, Neb., was found by police 
after they captured Howard Ellen- 
burg, 23, who admitted participat- 
ing in the job. 

Drive against taxi dancehalls in 
Chicago is on. Officials checking 
up on tax evasion instances. 

It only took one hour for Loretta 
Burch to secure a divorce from 
Hiram Burch, radio singer, in Chi- 
cago. They quarreled at 10 a. m,, 
she filed suit at 1 p. m. and it was 
all over by 2 o’clock. She charged 
he threatened her with a gun, and 
got $12.50 a week alimony. 





U. J. (Sport) Hermann elected 
potentate of the Medinah Temple, 


Chicago Shriners’ organization. 

Balaban & Katz was named in 
a delinquent tax list of Loop prop- 
erty holders to the tune of $153,917. 
Amount is for three different prop- 
erties. 


Alimony row between Phil Fried- 
lander, radio announcer, and fis 
former wife, Mrs. Rose Friedland: 
Miller, has been settled out of court. 
Friedlander was recently warned 
by court he would see jail unless 
he paid. 


542-Hr. Mil. Marathoners 
Walk Over Bum Biz 


Milwaukee, Feb. 1. 

Milwaukee’s marathon at the Are 
cadia which has been going on and 
on in spite of the mayor’s protests 
came to a sudden end when the 
four remaining couples went on a 
strike. They held that the attendee 
ance did not warrant a continu- 
ance of the affair. 

The present contest was a suc- 
cessor to 4 previous marathon. The 
four striking couples had danced 
542 hours of a necessary 1,600 be- 
fore being eligible for prize money. 

Ed Buer, promoter, is trying to 
dig up talent for another show. 


.? 2 DIE IN FIRE 
Iowa City, Ia., Feb. 1. 

Fire, starting in the Garden the- 
atre, owned by Central State The- 
atre Corp., Des Moines, destroyed 
that building, the Mandarin Inn, ad- 
joining, and two nearby stores. 

Sheer N. Yee, manager of the Inn, 
and Mrs. Maud Kuhn, an employe, 
were burned to death when fiames 
cut off their escape from apartments 
over the Inn. 

Mrs. Velma Lingo, business mane 
ager of the Inn, escaped. 








McManus’ 20th 

George McManus, creator of 
‘Jiggs and Maggie,’ was tendered 
a banquet in Washington on the 
20th anniversary of the ‘Bringing 
Up Father’ strip. 

J. V. Connelly, president of Uni- 
versal Service and International 
News Service, and George Holmes, 
Washington correspondent of INS, 
were the hosts. Arthur (‘Bugs) 
Baer was m. c. 

The entertainment was broadcast 


by WJSV and a national hookuP 
over CBS. The strip, first pub- 


lished in 1912, has been translated 
into ‘9 languages. 

With Hotel Oakland, Oakland, un- 
der new management, new orche=- 
tra directed by Al Saylor goes °° 
| this week. 
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EEIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 





= 


Broadway 


Tom Mitchell around. 

Fabian Mathey’s play completed. 
Woerren Laurence ill last week. 
Joe Fliesler cleaning up at bridge 
Karl Dene lcoking over the big 


y. : 
ol Goodi vart took a flying trip 
to Chicago. 
Pat Duggan 


ay (30). mere 
gr new, modernistic lobby for 


729 Seventh. 





flew to Florida Sat- 


Ed Skinner’s hours are more 
leasant now. 
2 Hans Bartsch, play broker, goes 


to the coast soon. ; 

Ed Choate interesting himself in 
1921 and '22 songs. 

The Jo Mielziners back 
Florida honeymoon, 

Blanche Ring back to 
Gniimate Relations.’ 

Billy Grady moved out of the 
Fulton theatre bldg. 

Dora Maugham expected back 
from London Feb. 15. 

Louis Bernstein departed 
Florida Saturday (30). 

Teddy Hart, Larry’s brother, act- 
ing in ‘West of Broadway.’ 

Larry Spier strolling around the 
gtreets without an overcoat. 

Teddy Hart in ‘East of Broadway’ 
fs Larry Hart’s kid brother. 

Jule Delmar actually seen with- 
eut a carnation in his lapel. 

They're billboarding the 
Picture Club-T. O. C. C, ball. 

Jack Campbell is reported city ed- 
ftor of some paper somewhere. 

Cantor may buy that current 
Broadway thriller for his next. 

Larry Lowman, CBS vice-presi- 
gent, 32 years old Saturday (30). 

Charlie Washburn injecting a lit- 
tle stoogery into his press notice. 

Kay Brown, Radio Pics eastern 
story head, due in today (‘Tuesday). 

Doc Leo Michel’s living room per- 
fumed with Flit. Idea of the nurse. 

Sam Goldwyn thinks ‘Variety’ 
makeup is lousy—on stomes about 
him. 

Most of the nite joints 
their bars disappear for 
safety. 

Jimmy Mulvey entertains himself 
Saturday afternoons hanging around 
downtown. 

Bob Taplinger 
himself taken. 
new wrinkle. 

Eric Zardo liked his 11-day cruise 
go well he grabbed a brass ring and 
took another ride. 

‘If Booth Had Missed’ positively 
has nothing to do with that 3-0 vic- 
tory over Harvard. 

Jesse L. Lasky walking into the 
Paramount building at 3 p.m. badly 


from the| 


stage in 


for 


Motion 


making 
greater 


had 
For a 


pictures of 
p.a., it’s a 


in veed of a shave. 
johnny Johnstone eating big 
lunches and no dinner. The Paul 


Whiteman influence. 

Dick Maney doubling, agenting 
Jed Harris’ ‘The Fatal Alibi’ and Pat 
McNutt’s ‘Hay Fever.’ 

Hearing indie vaude agents tell of 
the time when they could have had 
Kate Smith sewed up. 

Cold weather report from the 
Lambs is that the diet is down to 
pemican and hardtack. 

Walker Whiteside and Constance 
Binney said to be looking for new 
shows to dare Broadway again. 

Col. Stoopnagle (F. Chase Taylor) 
and Henry Burbig parading around 
the CBS offices with prop beards. 

Tracy Barham's wife is still ruler 
ef the family gas buggy even if it 
has nearly killed her several times. 

Bee Lillie and Hope Williams, 
both from musicals, in the new G. 
B. Shaw show. How about Schnoz- 
Zola? 

Ed Linihan, guest of a dinner in 
Flushing, given the RKO district 
mer. by local merchants and offi- 
cials. 

They tossed a beefsteak for John 
Cc. MacDonald, secretary local The- 
atrical Alliance, in Woodside last 
Week. 

Universal is trying to work up a 
home office glee club, Paul Gulick 
conductor, So far only tenors have 
reported, 

Walter Kelly hopped Floridaward 

t week to continue these golf ar- 
guments with Ring Lardner and 

rge Ade. 

Spyros Skouras does much of his 
conference work out in the halls of 
his new chain headquarters in the 
Par building. 

Anatole Friedland, with Mrs. 

ied'and and the Friedland girly 
act, are on the current 13-day cruise 
of the ‘Brittanic.’ 

arners broadcast an inter-office 

neat for a new title on ‘Old Man 

inick’—and back came one, ‘Min- 
ick, the Moocher.’ 


Joe Zelli opened his own 300 Club 


m.c. It's on 


. 54th street, the former 
B o' Clo: 


‘k club room. 


t George Hall throwing a dinner 
a F erde Grofe at the Taft tomor- 
w night (Wednesday). All the 


“ve scriveners invited. 
irginia Smith is programed in 


f he Child of Manhattan’ rehears- 
NE as Judy 


ler among those to get life member- 
ships at Shrine session. Sign they 
haven’t missed paying dues in the 
last 25 years, 





London 


Warmest winter for 50 years. 
Jane Buxton has three dogs and 
two cats. 
New hot-dog stand in Fleet street 
doing S. R. O. } 
Dora Maughan and Henry Sherek | 
again friendly. 

Hugh Perceval saw ‘Service for| 
Ladies’ 11 times. | 

Fur coats now so cheap dames | 
buy ’em in pairs. 

Eva La Gallienne here and meet- 
ing Clemence Dane. 

Two British film studios working 
day and night shifts. 

Virginia Lee Corbin here awaiting 
arrival of the stork. 
Henry Ainley, now filming, 





only 


| rehearses by telephone. 


Walter Forde in the second car 
smash within four weeks. 

Second-hand autos nearly as 
cheap here as in America. 

Beaumont Alexander around, but 
has given up cabaret racket. 

Somerset Maugham’s niece, Diana 
Maugham, marrying shortly. 

Peggy Webster and Lilian Braith- 
waite chummy over cocktails, 

Alexander Korda to stay on this 
side, with his own company. 

Dorethy Dickson with daughter, 
Dorothy Hyson, at the Savoy. 

Sidewalk pavement artist in West 
End ‘rinver’ for Gerard Smith. 

Elizabeth (‘Film Discovery’) Allen 
now iunciies .n the pest places. 
edy ‘Spiel im Schloss’ (‘Play at the 
Castle’) at Tribuene theatre. 

Leo Slezak, tenor, father of Wal- 
ter, to appear for the first time in 
a talker directed by Emo. ‘Frauen 
Diplomat’ (Women Diplomats). 

Pietro Mander, foreign chief of 
Cines Pittaluga film company here, 
signed German director, Heinz Paul, 
for German version of ‘Die Wally.’ 

Albert Bassermann suddenly 
taken ill. Hans Wassmann replaced 
him at Deutschess theatre in the 
play ‘Raub der Sabinnerinnen’ 
‘Rape of the Sabine Women.’ 

General manager Jules Marx of 
Berlin Scala, vaudeville, has option- 
al contract with Marlene Dietrich 
to appear on his stage in spring 
when through with her work in 
Hollywood. 

Jean Colin and Edna Best at the 
Stage Golfing Society supper-dance. 

Numerology craze has_ spread. 
Nan Blackstone has deleted the ‘C’. 

Golf clubs are waiving entrance 
fees to get new members every- 
where, 

Chorus girls playing the sticks get 
15 shillings weekly, with food, also 
weakly. 

Fred Perry, international tennis 
player, giving exhibitions at Sel- 
fridge’s. 

Ely Culbertson sending his syndi- 
cated bridge column to the ‘News- 
Chronicle.’ 

Herbert Le Martin, American over 
here for last 20 years, applying for 
naturalization. 

Frank England, ‘Standard’ bridge 
critic, giving talks on the game at 
the Civil Service stores. 

Fred Curran, trouper and pro- 
ducer, real name Patrick Conway, 
in the bankruptcy courts this week. 

Cyril Maude, the veteran, appoint- 
ed assistant district commissioner of 
Boy Scoutings in Devonshire, where 
he lives, 

Henry Hall, new B. B. C. leader, 
starting March 1, making tempting 
offers to members of other bands, 
with leaders burning up. 

Young bloods, formerly habitues 
of smart night joints, now concen- 
trating on Bloomsbury district, with 
several clubs springing up. 

Jack Payne signed to record ex- 
clusively for Chrystalite Gramo- 
phone Company for which he is re- 
puted to have received $40,000 


bonus. 
Berlin 


By Max Magnus 


Eric Charell in St. Moritz. 
Erwin Kalser back from Moscow. 











Heinz Ruehmann for one year 
with Ufa. , 
Annabella and Albert Frejean 


much liked here. 
Adolf Osso at Eden Hotel talk- 


turday (30) with Joe as his own| ing with Franzius. 


Erich Maria Remarque to again 
wed his divorced wife. 

Lotte Schoene, opera singer, will 
guest play in South of France. 

Gitta Alpar to sing ‘Mme. Du- 
barry’ in London, in February. 

Charles Metain, sound operator, 
weds film actress, Elza Themary. 


Abbot. Composed the Ewald Andre Dupont, Willy 
aew name from two books. Forst and Paul Hoerbiger off for | 
Fud Livingston, formerly with | locations to Marseille. j 
Paul Whiteman’s orchestra, got his | Richard Tauber wil! more a pie- 
frst royalty check on his song, ‘I’m| ture for Reichs-Liga Film company; | 
Thru With Love’—and got married.} film company of German exhibitors: | 
i Pushcart peddlers on the increase} Henny Porten to make a tour 
mn the Broadway boundaries. It’s| through Germany with comedy 
. a case of the nuts, which|‘Madame Sans — 4 nite 
What ‘ ‘aravans| She’ “lay the title reo ' 
Deddle most of the caravans) patel wm A Reinhardt, Max Rein- 


Henry Berlinghoff and Ed. S. Kel-|hardt’s son to stage Molnar’s com-'! 


i 
} 


CHATTER 


Paris 


The Marine is closed. 

Pearl White still in Cairo. 

SIsie Frazee has a new car. 

Fewer newspapermen around. 

Flobelle Fairbanks to London. 

Bill Seabrook off to-Timbukto. 

No regular film critic on “iribune. 

Andre Roosevelt back from Brus- 
sels, 

Beulah 
tour. 


Livingstone back 


men. 

Jules Bledsoe going to America 
soon. 

Seamus O’Hanorhan off to 
York. 

Rosita Moreno a hit 
viera. 

Rollain Caillaux back from 
rocco. 

Harold Ettlinger back with local 
‘Trib.’ 

Max Dearly recovering from sore 
throat. 

Mary 
by car, 

Claudette Colbert 
day now. 

Bunce Allen organizing anti-T. B. 
campaig 

Suzanne Delve has a new Ameri- 
can accent, 

With pound low, trips to London 
encouraged, 

‘As Time Goes On’ moaned in all 
night dives, 

Some of the atars renewing at 
Paramount, 

Madeleine Soria lovelier than ever 
in new play. 

Maurice Rostand’s latest hysterics 
being panned. 

Caird Leslie to give his first pro- 
gram shortly. 

Alice Terry wearing out her first 
director's chair. 

Pirandello sitting next to Dekobra 
in a restaurant. 

Salaries of American stars inter- 
est French press. 

Chidnoff coming over in March to 
open local studio. 

Gilbert Miller back from 
Broadway season, 

The Kastners at the fashionable 
Italian restaurant. 

Group on Riviera trying to raise 
funds for stock co. 


New 
on the Ri- 


Mo- 


Heaton in south of France 


expected any 


early 


chair of ‘Chi Trib.’ 
Lora Hays has ‘ii 
own stock company. 


idea 


Madeleine Linauer getting credit 
for Coward translations. 

Scribblers in town trying to get 
dialog jobs in Hollywood. 

George Slocombe leaving Paris for 
an editor’s desk in London. 

Allen Ross MacDougall not going 
on with his scenario career. 

Jane Meyerheim roaring when her 
letters to the papers are cut. 

Dagmar Godowsky very thin and 
playing roulette at Monte Carlo. 

Paris friends of Victoria Cum- 
mings getting her local publicity. 

Cole Porter waiting daily for wires 
about his show coming to New York. 

Will Rogers flying up from Italy 
and wisecracking abwut world situ- 
ation. 

Charlie Gordon back and full of 
plans for Apollo with three plays 
listed. 

Audience of first showing ‘Sang 
d’un Poete’ shouting ‘it’s a picture 
for pansies.’ 

IL wrence Hills back to resume 
duties as president of American 
Club of Paris. 

Izzy Percival and mother enter- 
taining Hollywood visitors in Rome 
and then on to Riviera. 

Priscilla Kastner and Mary Ellen 
Pollock looking at preview of 
‘Arrowsmith’ and raving. 

Waiters at the Cafe de la Paix 
pay the house 450 francs per day to 
be allowed to work there. 

Marlene Dietrich’s ‘X27’ likely to 
be shown in France before Germany, 
due to Hitler’s opposition. 

Joseph E. Sharkey, correspondent 
of the United Press, decorated with 
the French Legion of Honor. 

Phillip Barry over and glad his 
new play is enough of success to 
prevent his having to go to Holly- 
wo 

Reviving the old Pathe serials 
with Pearl White, Sheldon Lewis 
and Creighton Hale, much to delight 
of audiences. 5 

Carlos Bavetta handing out hand 
kerchiefs to the press at the 
view of ‘Over the Hill.” Mae Marsh 
getting raves. 

Minister for Public Instruction 














ing them to go easy with writers 
who have taxes in arrears. 
Sheilo Donisthorpe sure put he: 


foot in it 


of |} 


t ic 


y staging ‘The Loveliest 
ijends’ in London 
Iris, as Radcliffe Hall had so tact- 
fully done. 

Ruth Buchanan, 
Stsn de Raniz and Russel Lewis 
are the first four American girls 
who will appear in the ballet at the 


Lenore Felden 


/ Grand Opera here. 


Annette Guy, danseuse, not re- 


from | 


Mary Garden dodging newspaper | 
! 


W. Lee Dickson taking over film 


of her 


pre- | 


circularizing tax gatherers, request- | 


instead of | 


latec to the locally well known Guy 
sisters, was fined four cents for 
masquerading in a cafe in the uni- 
form of a flying officer friend. 


Montreal 


Pitt managing 








Howard M.A.A.A, 


radio 





Bill Sellers getting on map. 


snow 


Armand Vince 
Tom Do 


t praving for 
| t 
ithe party. 


whiggan still the life of 


Rene Dorion starts with La Patrie| 

| Monday (1). j 
| 

Hal White orchestra starts at} 


Windsor hotel. 
Adirondack hotelmen not too blind | 
to see most of it. 
George Lawrence 


| 
wise-cracking | 
on Canadian Navy. } 


j 

Rene Julien forms new Interna-| 
tional Wrestling club. 

Ralph St. Germain chosen on} 


Canadian Olympic team. 
Tommy Cleary all set for double- | 
feature policy at Princess. 
Motor show (free) taking away | 
some gross from main stems, 

Jimmy Adams says nothing wrong 
about Fridays—13th or otherwise. 

Archie Blue and Russ Brown put- 
ting color into ‘Star’ financial pages. 

Estimated 50,000 workless’ in 
Montreal and funds to feed them 
running short. 

Forty-four million people cross 
international border into Canada in 
1930, say government figures. 

Stan. Day, sick at Ste Agathe, al- 





ready calling for copy paper and eye 
shade, with writing lamp over head 
of bed. 

Peter Dawson snowshoe mara- 
thon, Montreal-Quebec, put forward 
to 31 from 21, now given hoist to 
February. Still no snow. 

Local University hockey squad 
has ten straight wins with Mon- 
day’s game (25) and look good for 
Dominion amateur championship. 

R. A. C. Ballantyne, L. 8S. B. 
Shapiro and Ted H,. Harris, local 
newspapermen, start up new weekly, 
‘Sports Review,’ first issue Friday 
(29). 

Three-quarters of all automobiles 
in this province for 1931 were used 
cars; 65,321 cars in Montreal and 
only 12 Rolls-Royce in whole prov- 
ince. In all 177,485 cars registered. 

Montreal’s amusement tax down 
$105,152 for 1931 as compared with 








Olga ee ee 500 kinds of previous year Theatres and pic- 

pa gp fgg ‘Street | ture tax down $113,044, being $709,- 
> : ; » < ‘ ") ‘ 

Seen. to Frente, erities. 269 against $822,313. Most of the 


difference comes frem main stems’ 
houses, City Hall alleges. 





Toronto 





Anne Carewe back in stock. 


Cliff McCormick pleasing at the 
Uptown organ. 

‘Kuddling Kuties’ 
pire. (Too clean.) 
Bill Gladish launches 
‘Canadian Aviation.’ 
Abe Orpen’s spot again 
blast despite recent raid. 
If Lady Kemp marries that thea- 
tre-owner, she loses her title. 

The gorgeous Phylis Grant plot- 
ting another of those dance recitals. 

Roly Young does something big 
Interviews Fanny Watson over the 
ether. 

Jimmie Frise dickering with F. P. 
Can. for animation of Birdseye Cen- 
tre strip. 

Bob Leslie forsakes Philly 
and returns to Vaughan 
Players. 

Sir Harry Lauder’s name off the 
Caledonian Club roster here because 
he owes his 1929 dues. 

Hotel McAlpin running page- 
length advyts. in local rags and plug- 
ging singles at $3 and $4. 

Sam Katz in town, but denies 
dickering for Loew's Uptown, 
Downtown and Winter Garden. 

Those ribbons on  Argentina’s 
breast were the Legion of Honor 
and the Order of Isabella the Cath- 
| olic. 

Alexandrine Gibb, mgr. of Can. 

Olympic team at Amsterdam in ’28, 
to manage Canuck women’s team 
at Los Angeles and do press-cover- 
age. 
Police raiding libraries for circu- 
lating banned books. Tiffany Thay- 
er, Ben Hecht, Mae West and Vina 
| Delmar on blacklist, but Elinor Glyn 
exempt. 


folds at Em- 
new mag., 


in full 


stock 
Glaser 





Launching ‘Over the Tea Cups,’ 
Claire Wallace becomes first girl 
| chatter-columnist in Dominion. 
Two-col. width in ‘Daily Star’ goes 
fo. pending marriages, births, di- 


| vorcees ‘’n’ evervthing. 


There is a fund of $17,000 lying in 
| the city coffers to build a monu- 
iment to the late Alexander Muir, 
| who wrote ‘The Maple Leaf For- 
ever’ and saw it become the un- 
| official anthem of the Dominion. 
| Revival of interest follows bicker- 
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Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 





Marked sentiment against shows 
featuring undressed and stocking-~- 
less girls. 

Teatro Regis, Metro's local house, 
has added a large nabe to its second 
run circuit. 


Cops and federal sleuths continue 


to raid class gaming joints. All 
such establishments specialize in 
poker. 

Arthur Loew and Hal Roach flew 
jhere to present trophies which the 
Mexican polo team won in a Cali- 
fornia tourney. 

National Boxing Commission has 
gone 100% nationalistic this year. 
All five members are natives. First 


time this ! 


Heretofore, 
Americans as 


as happened. 
always a couple of 
members. 
Theatre 
hands have 


electricians 
bolted 


and stage- 
union they had 


i with actors in Guadalajara, Repub- 


lic’s second largest city. Claim 

thespians failed to pay their share 

of maintaining organization. 
Exhibitors propose new proposi- 


tion to government regarding law 
which boosts 1,000% imposts on all 
|! non-Spanish films and talker discs. 


President Rubio recently suspended 
operation of measure until April 21. 
Meetings of local exhibitors being 
held. 

On the ground that it might ime 


peril the public, local traffic depart- 
ment rejected petition to work pub- 
licity stunt in connection with 
showing at Teatro Regis, Metro 
house, of ‘Svengali’ (WB). Dr. Mi- 
gar, native hypnotist, sought to 
have hypnotized man _ blindfolded 
drive through the streets. 

Tiajuana is cailed the world’s 
greatest market for Americans with 
spending money in a report to the 
Ministry of Industry from its agent 
there. teport claims yearly aver- 
age of autos from U. S. entering 
Tiajuana is 1,600,000, Worth of al- 
coholic drinks consumed annually 


lin the town {is around $27,500,000, 


the agent figures, 


The Hague 


high here: all 
for relief of 


Charity running 
sorts of committees 
new and old poor. 

Big hit at Arena Vaudeville Rot- 
terdam English illusionist Horace 
Goldin with slogan: ‘50 tricks in 60 
minutes.’ 

Bunches of foreign artists ficc*e 
ing into Holland where condiicons 
are a little better than in most 
other countries in Europe, 

H«fstad Tooneel' rehearsing 
3rueckner’s ‘Elizabeth.’ Miss Duy- 
maer van Twist, cast for ti role, 
has been abroad and re'urned for 
this play. 

Queen Wilhelmina’s exposition of 
own paintings and sketches at 
Kleykamp’s Art Galleries here a 
panic; on two first da:s 4,400 visi- 
tors. Proceeds for charity. 

Fritz Hirsch Operetta company 
giving premiere of ‘Rundum die 
Liebe” by Oscar Strauss; making it 
gala affair combined with Manne- 
quin parade for one of local dress- 
makers. 

January 23, on day when Pavlova 
died here in 1931, a memorial per- 
formance was held here under au- 
spices of her former impressario, 
Krauss, and Pavlova Society estab- 
lished after her death, 


Ottawa 


By W. M. Gladish 

Alex Fitzsimmons 
Fair Ass'n. 

Harvey Hunt, laid low with flu, 
on his feet again, 

Ottawa cuncels winter 
No snew or money. 

Joe Franklin feels fit after an- 
other trip to the hospital. 

Paddy Nolan lines up with indies 
in battle against amusement tax. 

Leonard Bishop revives musical 
films and doubles them with first 
runs. 

Mike Wilkes hasn't visited Ottawa 
in weeks and old cronies are getting 


pres. Ottawa 


carnival, 


; impatient. 


Mike Mahoney gets another splash 
in local newsp. pers for a speech on 
something. 

Carl VanWurden keeps busy in 
mat sports where they squeeze each 
other's eyes out, 

Rialto latest picture house in Ote 
tawa, making a pair of new ones 
locally this season. 

Pete Gorman, retired variety actor 
and racehorse owncr, is a welcome 
visitor at local theatres. 

Theatrical bowling ‘league is in 
full swing for trophies donated by 
Capitol and Regent theatres. 

Finlay McRae burns wires to 
Winnipeg on learning English Light 
Opera Company stranded there. 

Canadian Government cuts down 
on number of public holidays for 
1932 and exhibitors in mourning. 

BP. FE. Norrish brings out Canadian 
Sport Facts reel for regular dis- 
tribution among theatres across 
Canndaa, 

Ottawa enters eleven ski-ers, one 
degsled runner and some fancy 





ing of committee members as to a 
| suitable tribute. 


skaters for Winter Olympic Games 
at Lake Placid. 
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Miami Beach 


Embassy crowds picking up and 
it is still the place to go. 


Civic Theatre amateurs put on 
‘The Royal Family’ in Miami this 
week 

Norma Terris is headed this way 
to join the bill at Frank Ford’s Em- 
bassy club. 

The marathon dance has been go- 
ing along more than a month and 





a@ dozen couples are still reeling 
around, 

Helen Menken is at the Roney 
Plaza in Miami Beach 10 days. 


Heads to Hollywood next and may 
go into pictures. 

3acardi is $6 per quart and $40 in 
case lots, but the guaranteed top 
notch stuff runs $8 and $65. Beer 
is one buck per pint. 

Some of the film houses advertise 
that they use union operators. Just 
a flare back on recent disturbances 
in non-union houses. 

Etta Reed is commuting between 
the Olympia (Publix) theatre and 
the Frolics club to handle a double 
engagement, She’s e blues singer. 

The law gave some of the Em- 
bassy crowd a free ride the other 
night. Seemed to be some mis- 
understanding over certain wieeis. 

You can see a first run film or a 
first run polo match for the same 
price—half dollar—but the pictures 
haven't been complaining about the 
competition, 

The effect of the depression is 
greater than the optimists had ex- 
pected down here this winter, but 
it is considerably under what the 
pessimists had figured. 

Club Lide couvert is two dollars 
after 10:30, while the Hollywood 
Country club is 50 cents cheaper 
with a longer show—and also a 
longer ride to get there. 

Unemployed benefits have started 
here with greyhound and race 
tracks, night clubs and movies, etc., 
all slated to cut in. Cinderella ball- 
room was first on the list with the 
marathon dancers as the attraction. 

Joe Widener’s race track is in one 
of those fights with some of the 
county’s three score weeklies. The 
race track is not advertising in any 
of the weeklies this winter because 
of the shakedown methods of some 
of them before racing was legal, 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Dick Ware 
Royale. 

Pre;;ntations due back at the En- 
right sbortly. 

Mike Cullen has put on 10 pounds 
since his recent illness. 

Don Bestor was an exhibitor be- 
fore he turned band leader. 

Never see Jerry Mayhall without 
a long black cigar and a brief case. 

Florence Reed stricken ill here 
rey week but stuck through ‘Elec- 
a.” 

Bobby Cook off for Chi to open an 
Saeneeenest at the Vanity Fair nite 
club, 

The Si Steinhausers have been 
married 15 years and still act like 
newly weds, 

Herman Bernstein had to send 
that new double-breasted tux back 
for repairs. 

Roggs and Moke, WCAE team, 
doing personals in a flock of WB 
nabe houses, 

Bluch Landorf sez he’s qutting 
the Big Top after this year to pro- 
duce clown acts. 

Ted Lewis wants $2,000 for a col- 
lege dance when he comes to the 
Stanley next week. 

There's a traffic cop in town who’s 
& dead-ringer for Jewel Ens, the 
ex-Pirate manager. 

Auto show one of the most suc- 
cessful in years, with a car given 
away free every day. 

Harriet and Alice ith Johnston, 
air warblers, never «ppear in pub- 
lic without each other. 

When the Shrine obiected to on- 
of Fred Lightner’s gars, he changed 
the lodge to the Moose. 

Norman Reis and Lou Rushan 
finishing Pitt Cap and Gown’s 1932 
show, ‘Silver Dominoes.’ 

Frank Roberts, who looks like a 
youngster himself, has two of them, 
One 12 and the other 9. 

Those ‘Electra’ dianer intermis- 
Sions were life-savers itor a flock 
of cafes near the Nixon. 

The ‘drinks’ were on the house 
the other day at the cpening of a 
new five-cent restaurant, 

Alice White tossed a party for 
the press in her suite at the William 
Penn over the week-end. 

Ziggy long distanced Harry 
Brown that he’s figuring on open- 
ing the new Bert Lahr show here. 

Mayor Kline granted change of 
venue, with Butler, Pa., getting his 
trial for misdemeanor in office next 
month. 

Four consecutive weeks of dark- 
ness ends for the Alvin next Mon- 
day when ‘Experience Unnecessary’ 
arrives. 

Depression notwithstanding, six 
boys in Don Bestor’s band have 
bought new gas buggies since com- 
ing here. 

Finn Reynolds, brother of late 
John B. Reynolds, former Shubert 
g.m. here, directing dramatic play- 
lets for WCAE. 

Peggy Bernier sez she’s motoring 
to the coast with her husband, Mil- 


m.c’ing at Villa 





ton Watson of ‘Vanities,’ for a vaca- 
tion next month. 

Stanley getting the biggest pic- 
ture house curtain in the country 
outside of the one in the municipal 
auditorium in Atlantic City. 

Roy Rowe, the Warner manager, 
and Henry L. Stevens, Jr., national 
legion chief, got together here last 
week. They're old buddies from 
Carolina. 





New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 





Walt Munson off to Havana, 
Auto show week of Feb. 8. 
Tom Clark and his new Buick. 


Only 64c to sole your shoes here 
now. 

Ruth Bernstein has such a funny 
giggle. 

Arthur Hoyt directed ‘The Magic 
Maker.’ 

Roger Sherman cuts to six acts 
currently. : 
Harry Berman passed up a nice 
N. Y. offer. 

Terry Reynolds doesn’t look nat- 
ural in civies. 
Freddy Mack 
Perutz blowout. 
They've got ‘King’ Brennan doing 
committee work now. 

Derby is famous for its mountain 
goats and Dick Stott. 

Winter car.ival ‘Night of Magic’ 
set for Arena Feb. 25. 

Harry Feldman knows local show 
business from A to Z. 

West Haven theatres win right to 
open Sundays at 2 p.m. 

Robert Pe none fined $30 after 
run-in with Bijou usher. 

Billy Phelps to Europe for six 
months in about two weeks. 
Charlotte Beebe Trio guest 
tists at Brahms Music Club. 
Jitney Players back at Red House 
prior to 20-week spring tour. 
Gladys Unger house guest of 
Prof. and Mrs. Jack Crawford. 
Rapp’s Pavilion Royal reports 
business increase over last year. 

A bunch of loose nuts put on a 
motorcycle polo game at the Arena. 
David Stanley Smith conducted 
N. H. Symphony’s third concert 
Jan. 31. 

At last Harvey Cocks is doing 
something about reducing that bay 
window. 

Wallingford’s Hilltop Inn and four 
state troopers became better ac- 
quainted. 

Jed Harris’ new ‘Alibi’ readying 
for B'way here tomorrow (four days 
com. 3d). 

Steve Perutz’ farewell banquet: 
Harry Berman’s toastermastering; 
Bob Smith’s tenor; Julius Sach’s 


in town for the 


ar- 


‘compliments’; the Rudnick-Clark 
rivalry; Harry Cohen's pussies; 
Max Berman’s ‘ambition’; the 


blonde check girl overhearing the 
stories; the swell tributes to Steve, 
and ‘It’s a Horrible Death to Die.’ 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 

Rabbit season now on, 

Fall weather prevailing here, 
Wine brick stores still selling. 

Pebble Melton now Pebble Pool. 

Oklahoma City wants vaudeville. 

Rumor about return of vaude de- 
nied. 

Harold Mirisch, Warner Bros., re- 
turned to Gotham. 

Wallace Walthall visited his old 
friend, Pat McGee, 

Middle west managers reported 
as howling for more femme acts. 

Wedding bells in the spring for 
Elland Holstein and Russell Taylor. 

More one-nite road shows here 
lately and of unusually high grade 
and type. 

Maude Adams and Otis Skinner 
best draw of (iw season at Shrine 
auditorium. 

Lon Chatam, former g.m. for Mo- 
nand Circuit, now sight seeing and 
job hunting. 

Jack Kripendorf fined $37.50 for 
speeding between Edmond and Ok- 
lahoma City. 

The year’s” sensation, ‘Union 
Depot’ at the Midwest, and not a 
train in sight. 

Pretty Boy still at large, although 
much money offered for his appre- 
hension and arrest. 

No man in Oklahoma falls too low 
to be saved or to marry a woman 
who will take in boarders. 

Lt. Gov. Roberts Burns now act- 
ing Governor while Governor Bill 
Murray is in the east on a speak- 
ing tour. 

Maude Adams and Otis Skinner at 
Shrine Auditorium Monday nite 
(18), excellent performances and 
good house. 

An impression of wealth perme- 
ates the atmosphere around Bob 
Hutchinson, and he admits the im- 
pression is wrong. 

Most of the modern hotels in 
Oklahoma have built-in bottle 
openers; whether useful or orna- 








mental doesn’t matter. 


arm 


Hollywood 





George Weeks in Hollywood hos- 
pital. 

Larry Darmour in Denver for a 
week, 
Lou 
motor. 
Paul Sloan took a minor cut this 
week—surgical. 

Cary Grant getting a publicity 
buildup at Paramount. 
All-night ice-vending 
are being spotted all over. 
Book agents still trying to crash 
the studios as news correspondents. 
Billie Dove will spend a couple of 
months in Palm Beach before re- 
turning. 

Rowland Brown will publish a 
book of short stories under title of 
‘Pig Iron.’ 

L. J. Halper, coast Warner theatre 
head, on a quick inspection trip to 
San Francisco. 

Arthur Sheekman, with a broken 
from horsebacking, garnered 
himself a ticket for speeding. 

Gene Fowler in the market for a 
couple of goats to adorn the back 
yard of his proposed hillside home, 
Fanchon Royer has set her mar- 
riage to Jack Gallagher, her biz 
mer., for Feb, 3. It’s a between- 
pictures event. 

Framed in Sam Behrendt’s office 
is the first newspaper sent by air- 
mail from New York to Los Angeles. 
It’s ‘Variety’ for July 21, 1924. 

Much inside interest in a nudist 
colony just beyond the Mexican 
border. Said to be well conducted, 
with official governmental OK from 
the Mexicans. 

Schnozzle Durante, hungry for 

Broadway, couldn’t find anybody to 
make a quick jump east, so he’s 
compromising on fishing north of 
’Frisco. 
Hollywood Blvd. Ass’n explains 
away its many store vacancies by 
comparative figuring that while the 
downtown L. A. vacancies average 
18%, the Blvd. is 9.9%. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 


Clayton is eastbound by 


machines 








Auto show dates Feb. 29-March 5. 
Charles Yule vacationing in Van- 
couver, may come back. 
Downtown garage has 
rates at $2.50 per month. 
No Sunday funerals any more in 
Seattle, say the undertakers. 

Vie Meyers now half owner of 
Trianon ball room, Jim Savage the 
other half. 

Emily Lowrey, ingenue with Mil- 
ler-Powers Players, back to her 
home in Oakland. 

Golf, tennis and rifle inter-col- 
legiate contests axed at the U of 
Wash. in economy drive. 

Winter Garden now is ace house 
for John Danz’s Sterling circuit, 
since Columbia theatre is out. 

Coach Phelan takes salary cut 
from $15,000 to $12,000, it is said. 
Entire coaching staff cut 20%. 

Howard Miller and Leona Powers 
have gone to L. A. after lengthy 
stay at the Moore, with some suc- 
cess. 

Dean McKenzie’s new book, ‘Be- 
hind the Headlines,’ getting good 
sale here. He’s dean of journalism 
at the U. 

John McCormack gets big house 
at Fox theatre leased by women 
students’ association of University 
of Wash, 

Lillyan Turner opens dance school 
across street from Paramount with 
discontinuance of the free dance 
school here, 

J. Gordon Wright, now publicity 
director in Seattle for Orpheum, was 
editor of University of Washington 
Daily year ago. 

Repertory Playhouse has revival 
of ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ with real 
ice, hounds, thrills, tears and laugh- 
ter, and capable players. 

Ethel McFarland up from Port- 
land handling the coin at the Coast 
syndicate’s big biz at Civic Audi- 
torium for Lewis-Sarpolis bout. 

Al Head and wife here last week 
ahead of Straford players. Head 
formerly Belasco p.a. and drama 
critic for St. Louis ‘Globe-Democrat.’ 

Joan Davis, Seattle girl who won 
dance contests ten years. ago, 
tripped into profesh stage here past 
week on Orpheum with husband, Cy 
Wills. 

‘Don’t ask an Irishman what he 
thinks of prohibition. I am all 
against it, although I don’t drink.’— 
John McCormack in interview with 
Seattle ‘Times.’ 

Lorin Solon rated a new sensa- 
tion of the air, singing with Vic 
Meyers Trianon band over KJR 
nightly, and with style somewhat 
away from the crooner. 

Nancy Ann Miller (formerly) back 
in Seattle for first time since she 
married the Hindoo prince, but she 
says her American friends need not 
call her ‘Your Highness.’ 

Nordal Kaldahl of Hollyburn, RB. 
C., takes first place in Snoqualmie 
ski jumping, with John Elvrum, 
Portland, northwest champ, second. 


storage 





Longest jump was 170 feet. Two 


Fal 








thousand people paid a dollar to see 
ski men do their stuff. 

Local daily, ‘The Times,’ running 
front-page data and inside-page ads 
plugging for beer. Cites figures to 
show what it would mean to this 
state in dollars and cents, 

Feds asking padlock for Doc 
Hamilton’s Barbecue Pit admit hav- 
ing carried their own booze to the 
place to get evidence against the 
dusky man’s establishment, where 
they got ginger ale and ‘set-ups.’ 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








Minnesota - Michigan basketball 
game pulls 10,000 crowd at $1.50. 

Frank Woskie opens new 65-seat 
independent neighborhood film 
house, the Parkway. 

Hal Daigler, Publix district man- 
ager, in Chicago to look over ‘Girl 
Crazy’ as Minnesota theatre possi- 
bility. 

It cost State $5 and two dozen 
admission tickets to get tie-up with 
city’s leading dance hall for ‘Dance 
Team.’ 

Raymond A. Lee of St. Paul, re- 
elected secretary of the state fair 
board, continues as executive man- 
ager of the fair. 

Wives of 150 members of Minne- 
sota Editorial association, in con- 
vention here, guests of Minnesota 
theatre at matinee. 

Fred Arneson, 
Northwest Airways, 
Colvin as secretary of 
advertising department, 

Local department store, exhibit- 
ing showmanship, has soldiers with 
rifles parading in front of window 
displaying $1,000,000 pearls. 

A. L. Huston, manager of Talking 
Picture Epics’ exchange, undergoes 
second operation for eye affliction 
in Miller Hospital, St. Paul. 

Lou Breese, Minnesota orchestra 
conductor, entertained at _ testi- 
monial dinner for Bernie Bierman, 
new university football coach. 

Rumor current that dramatic 
stock is going into RKO Seventh 
Street, now dark, in opposition to 
Bainbridge company at Shubert. 

Claire Rieveman, Minnesota the- 
atre secretary, lost in snow drifts 
while driving back from Pokegama 
sanitarium where she visited Gordie 
Greene. 

Gordon Greene, ill Minnesota 
manager, making good progress at 
Pokegama sanitarium in northern 
Minnesota and hopes to be on job 
in March, 

Carlton Duffus transferred from 
Publix Minneapolis advertising de- 
partment to St. Paul as assistant 
to Don Alexander, succeeding Don 
O'Neill, resigned. 

Baseball fans welcome signing of 
Donnie Bush, formerly with Pitts- 
burgh Pirates and Chicago White- 
Sox, as manager of local American 
Association team. 

Eddie Ruben, Publix divisional 
director, given high honor by Civic 
and Commerce association, being 
appointed chairman of tourist and 
publicity committee. 

Grace Hayward, popular stock 
leading woman here many years 
ago, coming out of retirement to 
appear as guest star with Bain- 
bridge company Feb. 7. 

Annual Twin City Automobile 
Show at Auditorium here this week 
has Chick Scoggins’ Kansas City 
Night Hawks orchestra and style 
show with living models. 

Isadore Blumenfeld, known as 
‘Kid Cann,’ reputed boss of Minne- 
apolis alkie ‘cookers,’ surrenders to 
federals and denies he has anything 
to do with liquor racket. 

Heeding request of parent-teach- 
ers’ organization, local Retail Drug- 
gists’ association orders all ques- 
tionable magazines, including latest 
pictorials, out of all drug stores. 

Minnesota theatre tied into ‘Tri- 
bune’ dog derby by having Al Gor- 
don, appearing at house with dog 
act, address kid entrants on proper 
care and training of their canine 
pets. 

Film Row mourning departure of 
Nat Wolf, head Publix booker and 
popular figure, for New York as 
result of abolition of post, duties 
being taken over by his assistant, 
Ted Volnick. 

Eddie Kueppers of Publix Minne- 
apolis publicity department working 
three nights a week as a cub re- 
porter on the St. Paul ‘Pioneer 
Press’ to get newspaper experience 
to help him in his work. 

Pictures of Tulane-Southern Cali- 
fornia football game, cut from five 
to two reels, on current State pro- 
gram. Local interest on account of 
signing of Bierman, Tulane coach. 
for Minnesota University. 

Local bakery gave cake to every 
Minnesota woman patron last week 
in conjunction with tie-up to ad- 
vertise ‘Emma,’ current offering. 
Bakery also putting out cards in 
1,100 stores advertising theatre, 

3ernard Suss, stage director play- 
ing judge in Bainbridge dramatic 
stock production of ‘Ladies of the 
Jury,’ worked effects from stage by 
means of buttons on courtroom 
‘bench’ after Frank Crawford. elec- 
trician, took ill. 


formerly with 
succeeds Ted 
the Publix 


MES 
Loop 


Frank O. Peers is a grandfather 


Joe Shea here wit rebaaies 
‘Electra.’ = O'Neill's 


John Balaban in town f ’ 

15th anniv, oF B&K’s 
Hazel Flynn recov 

charley horse. 


Jerry Wald, radio s 
ing loop gossip. oe 

Lew Leslie down wi jf i 
his hotel room. " —e 

Jimmy Ashcraft handling 
smith’ for U.A. here. 

Bill Pine talking his way out of 
donning evening clothes. 

Ruth Betz, WBBM glorifie 
has an office all her own. 

Jimmy Cooper in to look Over his 
version of ‘Fata Morgana.’ 

L. M. Rubens and dauge 
Charlo, looking the town wen 
, Ken Carpenter, NBC sales exec, 
is a former Foreman Bank V.-p. . 

Tom Carmody claims to be the 
hiking hound of show business, 

Dick Voynow wants to remove a 
little of that excess avoirdupois, 

Boys are now winding up behind 
a ball instead of the eight 
yall. 

Solly Ward rehearsing new dia.« 
lects and brushing up on the old 
ones, 

Harry P. Munns winged east to 





ering from a 


‘Arrowe 


r, now 


set the details. of the Equity air 
show. ; 
Terrace Gardens stealing Ben 
3ernie’s thunder’ with celebrity 
nights. 


Amos ‘'n’ Andy making no pers 
sonal appearances, at least for the 
current season. 

Jack Ferde has finally convinced 
himself that he’s too old to try Ruse 
sian hock steps. 

Al Jolson’s golf addiction had 
him out on the links here every 
day but two in five weeks. 

E. M. Glucksman dropped off here 
by plane on his way to open the 
new RKO house in Denver. 

Ralph Farnum, flying eastward 
from the Coast, forced down here 
through bad weather and continued 
the trip by rail. 

Jake Shubert in town long enough 
to give the ‘Marching By’ company 
a stiff verbal rubdown and to holda 
special rehearsal. 

Al Jolson, before pulling out, out. 
fitted Pete Stroh and Abe Hirsh, of 
the Apollo b.o., with a couple of 
suits and overcoat each. 

Gertrude Schweitzer, NBC secre- 
tary, is doing the RKO trail with 


Whiteman. She’s handling the de- 
tails on the Pontiac auditions 
stunt. 


Freeman Gosden (Amos ’n) still 
throwing the weekly parties for 
visiting stage and pict celebs. Last 
one hailed Chevalier, in for a week's 
concert date. 

Ralph Kettering won't do a Capt, 
Billy Pryant this spring and sume 
mer. His showboat idea only got as 
far as the hull before the backer 
called it quits. 

Jack Lavin developing the knack 
of listening to six people at the 
same time without pausing in his 
voluminous note jotting about his 
business with six other people, 





Trenton 


By George Rosen 


Frank Taylor a papa. 

Bill Tilden on first appearance 
here packs them in. 

What this town needs is a good 
sit-down-and-schmoos beanery. 

Chris Messerschmidt is new see 
to State Chamber of Commerce. 

Harold Levy, managing editor of 
local rag, has summer bungalow. 

Local Childs ready to go operetta 
with waitresses in Florentine cos- 
tumes, 

WOAX operating again; backed 
by former millionaire hosiery manu- 
facturer, 

RKO Palace in mid-city goes 10- 
15 cents, with fourth and fifth run 
pictures, 

Town  over-auditoriumed with 
opening of new 3,000-seater War 
Memorial Building. 

Inaugural of Governor Moore 
gave Trenton its wettest and liv- 
liest 24 hours in years. 

Percy Seitlin and wife off to 
Majorca and Vienna for a year, 
portable typewriter in hand. 

Mayor (Old Man River) Done 
nelly offers best show in town 
SRO—at tax protest sessions. 

Max Lehman buys half share of 
‘The Thinker,’ making first appear- 


ance next month in enlarged 
format. 
The Ubangis, new importation 


from darkest Africa, flop here oD 


two-day fill-in date, despite ex 
traordinary ballyhoo. » 
Sherwood’s ‘Queen’s Husband 


gets most finished amateur per 
formance town has ever seen. Done 
by High School students. 

Richard Crooks-Anne Case re- 
cital on the way. Dedicating neW 
Memorial Building, ex-Freeholder 
Bill Borden doing booking. 

New $3,000,000 Central High 
School auditorium lauded as_ best 
in east, but has stage lighting sys* 
tem that would have been swell in 
1915. 

George (Ballet Mechanique) An- 
thiel composes ‘Creole’ for piano 
and orchestra for his forthcoming 
appearance (gratis) locally on be- 





half of Orthopedic Hospital drive. 
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Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Roger Ferri here on way to West 


Coast. 

J. L. Nordine, Paramount booker, 
in hospital. 

Ted Claire the life of Alice White’s 

i here. 
pc rome Joy follows Em Gill into 
Gardens. 

dernree dark weeks loom up for 
Ohio before ‘Follies.’ 


Ray Floyd, ex-postmaster, now 





ing her best season as legit im- 
presario. Mrs. Saunders has been 
booking attractions independently 
at Houston and Galveston ever 
Since legit theatres closed in both 
places. 

Doc J. R. Brinkley, 
specialist, who is 


goat gland 
running for 





a-ing for New China, 
‘Lester Bryant here 
with Robert McLaughlin. 
Old Oriental made into bus ter- 
opening in March, 


conferring 


minal, 


Peaches Browning to do a per-| 


sonal at Cameo (burlesk). 
Vick Knight, ex-p. a, now 
tinuity writer with WGAR. 


con- 


| 
Harlow Hoyt of ‘Peedee’ has new | 


trick cane with flash in top. 
Helen Tucker, local thespian, tak- 
ing screen tests in New York. 
Mildred Brown added to Em Gill's 
band for Feb. 6 chain broadcast. 
Hilda Dockstatter, little theatre 
P. 2. laid up with a broken wrist. 
Harry Levy refuses renomination 
as prez of local billposters’ union. 


Jack Hanlen has finally got a 
break in new Broadway tune show 
Loew's State installs new stage 


curtain, costing, they sez, 20 grand. 

Hal Kemp lost pair of pants in 
an upper while en route from Dal- 
las. ; 

Liv Lanning also writes radio con- 
tinuity for Palace’s talent broad- 
casts. 

Noel Leslie, Play House’s broad A 
star, takes up first naturalization 
papers. 

Pola Negri booked by RKO Pal- 
ace following run of ‘Woman Com- 
mands.’ 

Union musicians have taxed 
themselves 1% of wages to aid idle 
tooters. 

Florindo Luccioni celebrates 20th 
anniversary of arrival in U. S. by 
going radio. 

Knock-’em-cold 
lic Hall proving 
local promoters. 

Husk O’Hare couldn’t understand 
why editors here wouldn’t go for his 
publicity methods. 

Flop of stock playlets in nahibs 
has sent most of local muggers back 
to selling insurance. 

George Fox, town's 
discovered acting 
new Hollywood play. 

Toni Silvestro whistling 
with his nitery band, since naming 
first offspring Joann. 

Taking sound pics of couple mar- 
ried on stage is newest b. o. gag 
put across by one nahib. 

Isleanor Whittenberg, 


rasslers at Pub- 
a gold mine for 


vagabond, 


Cleveland 


hoofer in Rae Samuels’ act, changes |} 


her monicker to Whitney. 

Free cab rides for whoopee boys 
arranged by Bill Foo through New 
China tie-up with Yellows. 

Pete Zick, Palace’s sparks-man, 
raising Peke pooches with hopes 
they'll bite all New York visitors. 

Fancy cig lighters as premium for 
every likker order topping a cen- 
tury note being offered by one ped- 
dler. 

To save mazuma, Play House is 
keeping small theatre dark for 
month but keeping ‘Red Rust’ run- 
ning. 

Nick Nichols, first-niter, getting 
ready to Lohengrin it as soon as 
fiance's brother recovers from oper- 
ation. 

RKO Palace trying to switch 
openings from Saturday to Friday, 
to compete with next-door Loew's 
State. 

Ted Fiorito Lucky-Striking it 
from Phil Selznick’'s hoofing joint, 
with Johnny Hamp of Detroit, over 
special wire, 

Wonder if Ethel Barrymore in 
‘School for Scandal’ will remember 
when she muffed her lines here sev- 
eral seasons ago. 

Billie Bailus in hospital for seri- 
ous operation. Frank Cummings, 
her hubby, waiting for burlesk to 
make come-back. 

P Callahan: of Pittsburgh reported 
© have taken over Otto Wille’s 
bankrupt Music Box, paying credi- 
tors two-bits per smacker. 

wa eveland Club so far has under- 
— one-third of guarantee 
trig _ $2,700, for Cornelia Otis 
kinner’s March 18 date at Sev- 
france Hall. 


Galveston 


By George A. See! 





Al Ca ’s ar e ar 
here — armored car a flop 
getiaskel Coffin on visit to Miami. 
ays he ll be back. 
Beniamino Gigli, 
Siven rece 
Grotto. 


—T Henri Glayton, ‘Mystic Clay- 

Hn at Martini following Signa 
~_ at the Queen. 

ist rank R. King, Chicago cartoon- 

tin, who draws ‘Skeeziks,’ here get- 
"s color for his strip. 

a farley Sadler doing so-so with 
nt stock. Show lacks the adver- 


tising punc ‘ A at 
Year. h which put it over last 


Italian’ tenor, 
ption by Italian colony at 


rman Singing societies of 
ae see date from 1850, will 
Karis retest on German cruiser 
— Sruhe’ when that ship visits 
“re next week. 

Edna Ww. Saunders, Houston, hav- 


in Bebe Daniels’ | 


again | 


governor in Kansas, plans to in- 
crease power of his Villa Acuna 
station to 150,000 watts, only 8,000 
less than world’s largest at War- 
saw, Poland. Texas doctors are 
fighting Brinkley, claiming he is | 
prescribing by radio in Texas. 


San Francisco 


Herman Kenin off to Portland. 





, mer. 

Curran 

| tour. 

| Emil Umann mistaken for Adolphe 
Menjou. 


Swint back from a road 


| Mrs. Walt Roesner on fifth year 
f}as non-pro. 

Johnny Scott pianoing with Tom 
| Gerun’s band. 

| Osear Lewis book editing for 


| highbrow clique. 

Paramount getting 12 hours a day 
of Dick Spier’s life. 

Don Crull head man for ‘Call-Bul- 
letin’s’ theatrical advertising. 

Frank Shaw and Sam Rosey play- 
ing the Sacramento auto show. 

Dutch Reimer subject to billboard 
calls all hours of day and night. 

NBC sporting a pretty little Chi- 
nese page girl, Lily Tom, age 18. 

Carl Wilke’s Hunter-Dulin cigar 
store rendezvous for radio gang. 

Mike ‘Lighthouse’ Newman up for 
Columbia on ‘Forbidden’ opening. 

Van and Don, over NBC, breaking 
in a hoke vaude act for commer 
cial. 

After 200 years, 





| 

| 

| yeorge Washing- 

j ton gets a local society ball in his 
honor. 

| Fred Dempsey, Bobby Gross and 

| Art Schwartz among the visiting 

‘music men. 

| Leonard Stevens still box-car 

| zithering for B.B.B., current m.c. at 

| Coffee Dan’s. 

/ American Society of Magicians 


| Pulled lotta rabbits outta hats at | 
j}annual banquet. 

Salary cuts of 10% at RKO-| 
Pathe and 33% at UA exchanges, | 


into effect this week. 
| <A, Leslie Aron has 
| theatrical fraternity signed on the 
dotted line of his insurance policies. 
| Californians, Ine., cutting down 
, staff following slashing of financial 
support by rail and ship companies. 

Mechanical dinosaur in F & M’s 
‘Way Back When’ Idea has the 


monicker ‘Doris. Al Kemp is its 
trainer, 

Tables turned on Lloyd Yoder, 
NBC press head, who gets on the 


receiving end of an air interview in 
L. A. this week. 

Jewett Bubar celebrating 10 years 
on Market street as art director 
FWC. It only man to remain 
through countless circuit mergers 
and dissolutions. 

Barbara Jo Allen, legit and radio 
player, divorced after three months’ 
marriage to Charles Hooper Crosby, 
millionaire. Was formerly wife of 
Barton Yarborough, coast’ stock 
actor, now on NBC dramatic staff. 





Montgomery, Ala. 


By Tom Hall 

Thieves rob Fashion Shop of $500. 

Skating rink opens and doing 
nicely. ' 

Men are sporting those 
style green hats. 

Jack Murphy, says he is a happy 
married man now. 
Tivoli theatre staff wears Tux- 
edo each evening. 
Charles ‘Jelly’ 
good with Liggett. 
Barber shops reduce prices on 
shaves and haircuts, 

Paramount staff boys know how 
to handle the crowds, 

‘Lasses’ White billed for 
for two days Feb. 4-5. 

Minneapolis Symphony 
tra to play here Jan. 28. 

Speer, making good as assistant 
mgr. at Graystone Hotel. 

Jimmie Pepper at midnight elec- 
trocution at Kilby prison. 

Al Stanley and his orchestra boys 
en regular radio programs. 

Walter Ambler sends greetings 
to friends here from Canton, Ohio. 

Rubin and Cherry Model Shows 
getting ready to leave winter quar- 
ters, 


latest 


Dykes making 





summer. 


Walter Suchs here as F & M ‘Idea’ | 


most of local | 


Grand | of 


Orches- | 


John Allen Wolff, radio announ-| plans one next fall. 
cer, is a member of the hatless Robt. Frost is in Seattle tossing 
crowd. snowballs, while the Ham looks 
Bud Davis, old minstrel per-! sheepish in linen suits. 
former, headed vaude Dill at Lem Brown didn’t stay here long 
Strand. J. H. Elder will supervise Publix 
Richard Kennedy, Par megr., cre- | maintenance in the south. 
ates new box office record on | George Steele and Dave Alper | 
‘Frankenstein.’ were hunting. ‘Look at the geese 
Gene Marshall wears a cap while! said George and up went his gun. 
playing basketball. Some chance, Down came a buzzard. 
of this city getting baseball this | Sunday concerts at Alabama on 


CHATTER 





Canton 


By Rex McConnell 


Road house biz slow. 

Rents here at your own figure. 

Pro-basketball taking it on the 
chin. 

Frank Phelps, WB district man- 
ager, in town. 

Bill Copeland, WHBC announcer, 
sued for divorce. 

Co-op stock at Grand perks up 
after several slow weeks. 

Pro basketball here at 25 cents, 
first time in history. Kids a dime. 

Strand, Akron, owned by Warner 
Bros. reopens after dark four days. 

Isham Jones and band breaks al! 
time attendance records Land 0’ 
| Dance here. 

Gen. Jacob Coxey, famed for his 
march to the Capital, gets heavy 
fan mail daily. 
| Report Grand theatre at Massil- 
lon, O., soon to go Warner, making 
the town 100% WB. 

Columbia, East Liverpool, one of 
oldest picture houses in upper Ohio 
valley, reopens after dark six weeks | 
completely revamped. 

Frank Manchester, for many 
| years manager Summit Beach Park, 
| Akron, this season will be again 
identified with an Akron resort. 

Dennis R. Smith, doing theatre 
column for Canton ‘Repository,’ suc- 
ceeding Dick Harter, who is assist- 
ing with picture and stage reviews. 

Cari Sinclair, manager Meyers 
| Lake Park here, is named president 

Eastern Ohio and Western Penn- 
sylvania park group, recently 
formed, 
| H. W. Perry, of downtown ball- 
room, giving town Isham Jones, 
Kay Keyser, Ace Brigode, Freddie 
Carlone, Husk O’Hare and Jan Gar- 
ber within three weeks. 

Alhambra, Warner house here, 
which has been offering double fea- 
ture programs four days a week at 
| a quarter top, extends same policy 
to Sunday opening change and 
house now is double feature seven 
days a week. Doing biggest biz in 
town. 











| Birmingham 
By Bob Brown 


salen 
} Two more banks popped. 
| Ben Sims and his literature. 

Another guy trying to promote 
stock. 

Jack Skeavington en route to 
Cubie. 

Joe Ford is back in Shreveport at 
KTBS. 

W. T. Williams 
Woodlawn. 

A. J. Wade is remodeling his 
Athens house. 

The Palace, Jacksonville, hit by 
fire last week. 

Oscar Wasson has turned artist 
at the Temple. 

Rheumatism is sneaking up again 
on George Goodale. 

Floor shows at Tutwiler resumed. 
Buck and a half cover. 

Ted Toddy over here showing off 
with a preview for press. 

Ben Sims has got a new love in 
his office. It’s an etching. 

Seymour Seff is making his home 
here. For awhile, anyhow. 

Renewal of two dance hall licenses 
; refused by City Commission. 

Auto show with free admissions 
another ache for films, Feb. 8-10. 

Two thousand persons in one 
night to see pro basketball game. 

Round trip fare New Orleans for 
Mardi Gras, five bucks. Cheapest 
ever. 

Newspapers are cutting and lay- 
ing off, and advertisers are doing 
both, 

And to think Joe Laurie, Jr., was 
forced to spend Sunday in the Hain- 
burg. 

Charlie Haug, 
opposition to 
brown. 

Vernon Reaver is giving away 
three tons of coal weekly in this 
weather. 

Vernon Reaver is an Auburn man, 
not the college. He drives that kind 


reopened the 


in that blue suit, 
Frank Merritt in 





he ow 
of bugzy. 


Mary Phillips has been cooped up 
in boxoffices longer than any gir! 
in town. 

George Bowles, of Tri-State 
Amusement Co., here to think about | 
| stock company. 
jallyhoo jewelry and scarfs in 
| the same loud colors on sale by de- 
partment store, 

Helen Lake, Clint’s daughter, 
came down from Scranton to go to 
school at U of A. 

R. H. McIntosh has purchased the 
bankrupt Alabama state fair and 











| Palace. 








cians is making the folks wonder 
if somebody at the City Hall didn't 
slip. 

John Sullivan has 
road show booked 
two days beginning 
First time house has 
this season, 


‘Apple Cart’ 
into Erlanger 
Friday (5). 
been opened | 


Dallas | 


By Rudy Donat 


Palace trying a program. 
George Thornton in Buffalo. 
Gang misses Faye Lemmon. 
Sidewalk ba!ly regular thing 
Merchants clearance sales 
help. 
Hotels 
week. 
Florine Lemburg back from Col- 
orado. 
mG. 
cating. 
Ralph 
prices. 
Tax 


now. 
don’t 


cutting dances to three-a 


Crisp, theatre architect, lo- 
Lowman slashing 


of the 


collector getting most 


| change. 


Frank Starz 
limelight. 

Fred McFadden 
p.a. ropes, 

Radio-equipped 
in taxi war. 

John McCormack cancelling 
Texas dates. 

Negro bands as 
shine parlors. 

‘Student Prince’ coming for third 
time (March). 

What this town needs is a good 
5¢e nicklelodeon. 

Wally Walthall spending half of 


stays out of the 


gett’n on toa 
rent cars latest 
all 


draw for dime 


his time in Okla City. 
Harvey Leuthstrom (American 
Seat) sees no depresh. 
Skinner-Adams good for five 


grand or so last week. 

Natives agog over a dime tent 
show, first here in ages. 

Imagine Joe Shure in knickers, or 
Paul Short with a derby. 

Little theatre's ‘St. Joan’ as top 
notcher, with cast of 60. 

Paul Scott’s Varsity, nabe, get- 
ting rep as money maker. 

Zasu Pitts stopped to take peek 
at her adopted son’s home. 

Marie. Anderson sharing some of 
Marsline Moore’s headaches, 

With two vaude spots, musicians 
able to make a living again. 

After four tries, Paul Short gets 
‘Guardsman’ for Melba, Jan, 29, 

‘Louder Please,’ curtain ringer for 
Hayden stock, town’s sole legit. 


Newspaper space upping, with 
with b. o.’s looking better, too. 
Ira Welborn, ‘Dispatch’ c.e., 
knocking out some breezy reviews. 
Old fashioned fiddlers’ contest 
brought out all the way-back- 
wheners. 


E. B. Coleman wants to retitle 
‘Cardboard Lover’ to ‘The Passion- 
ate Plumber.’ 

Somebody should try a bowling 
alley. Burg has one and seems do- 
ing plenty biz. 

John Rosenfield and Eddie Barr 
still fussing over which of the two 
is best ribber. 

Elizabeth Gerard, town’s Marion 
Talley, coming back from Europe. 
Music clubs out of dough. 

N. Y. Theatre Guild sez nix to 
local amateurs’ yen to produce 
‘Electra,’ but dickering for muny 
auditorium date this fall. 

Overdue and coupla planes look- 
ing for him, Otto Graff landed safe 
at airport. On way to New York 
from El Paso, where he took Ar- 
thur Loew. 


Albany, N. Y. 


By Henry Retonda 





Leland has gone into a split week. 
Playing features at 25 cents top. 

Ritz, on same block with Leland, 
cut top price from 35 to 25 cents. 

‘Mati Hari,’ which had a big week 
at Hall, held over for another week 
at Leland. 

George Goldberg, of the Warner 
exchange, has returned after several 
days illness. 

Another booker who has been do- 
ing a lot of talking and traveling 
recently is Wilbur Grant. 

Lawrence Carkey has resigned as 
manager of Warner’s Strand at El- 


mira. Vacancy not filled yet. 
Harry Zimmerman, billed as 


Zimm, is the new organist at RKO 
He succeeds Ray Turner. 

Visitors in town were Charles 
O'Reilly, H .rold Rodner, Bill Smal- 
ley, Sterling Wilson and Joe Miller. 

Ted Prober, M-G-M booker, has 
had a few seconds to wipe his brow 
after rounding out his month’s busi- 
ness. 

Irving Brooks of New York is re- 
lieving Harry Bassett as Paramount 
booker. Bassett seriously ill at Al- 
bany hospital. 

Independent company is present- 
ing ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ at State 
for three days beginning Thursday 
for the benefit of needy children 

Perry Spencer, advertiser, of New 
York City, has been added to the 
publicity staff of Warner's here as 


assistant to Joe Feldman, publicity 





Sunday benefit unemployed musi- 


director of WIE upstate houses. 


poster | 


the 





- eceain 


By Henry Willson 


Valencia restaurant open again. 

Jerry Wall making good in Holly- 
wood. 

Sill Rogers never has and never 
Will use make-up. 

Frances White of Kew 
no longer bankrupt. 

Fred Kentner hasn’t received a 
rejection slip from Cosmo, yet. 

Leta May sang at Forest Hills 
sponsored by local Choral Club. 

Vaughn Weidl of ‘World-Tele- 


Gardens 


gram has moved to Great Neck. 
Stuart Manor has the most at- 
tractive fire house on Long Island. 


Dorothy Graves (‘Of Thee I Sing’) 
says black Packards are her fa- 
vorites 

Another place opened on Queens 
Blvd., possibly getting ready for 
subway rush. 
Gordon Grace's 


last name was 


changed to Wallace at Eva Le 
Gallienne’s suggestion. 
Charles Scully writes a good 
chatter column in the Kew ‘Forest 
Life. He's editor, also 


Twenty-one silver trophies await 


bridge champs of Kew Gardens, 
| Forest Hills, and Richmond Hill. 
Fifty players entered. 

O. O. McIntyre is wrong when 
he says ‘Fred Stone and his partner, 
the late Dave Montgomery, never 
saw each other except when they 
passed through the stage door for 
duty.’ Montgomery spent many 
happy week-ends at Amityville 


with the Stones. 





Boston 


By Len Libbey 


Raids are tilting liquor prices. 

Auto show reports real floor sales. 

Thad Barrows again heads the 
local Film Projectionists’ Associa- 
tion. 

Death of Weston F. Hutchins has 
removed the dean of the Boston 
newspaper fraternity. 

Larry Flint looks permanent in 
the pit of the Keith-Albee and is 
featuring his musicians. 

May Yohe of Hope Diamond fame 
admitted to the city hospital as the 
result of a nervous breakdown. 

Waiters, 15,000 strong, plan 
strike against 20% wage cut, claim- 
ing public has already given them 
their cut. 

Dan Kelly appointed as the new 
boxing commissioner by Governor 
Ely after Eddie Casey of Harvard 
turned it down. 

Lew Conrad’s apartment robbed 
of $200 in gold and a diamond pin 
while he was broadcasting program 
to help the unemployed. 

Will Rich and Walter Doyle open 
the Yellow Aster as Boston’s new- 
est night club. and may win the an- 
nual award for bravery. 

A swarm of angry bees demoral- 
ized the Hotel Statler when a bee- 
hive was tipped over during the 
agricultural convention. 

Alyce Siemens, femme columnist 
for Hearst’s ‘American,’ wins a 
West Indies cruise at a _ society 
raffle which she was covering for 
her shect. 





Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 





J. Harold Slater, city editor of 
Hearst's ‘Journal-American,’ smiles; 
it’s another boy. 

Paramount is giving over its mez- 
zanine this week to a radio show, 
tying up with Apex. 

John L. Kyne, retired publisher of 
East Syracuse ‘News’ and other 
papers, died last week. 

‘Beast of City,’ scheduled for 
Loew’s next week, set back to await 
personal appearance of Jean Har- 
low. 

Al Kaufman slated for a perma- 
nent berth at the Capitol, Rochester, 
to establish double feature policy 
there, 

Kate Smith cheered up Clarence 
Hasting, 13-year-old youth who has 
spent the last four and a half 
months in a tin lung. 

Request of the owners of the Fox 
Colonial, Norwich, for a reduction in 
assessment from $125,000 to $56,000 
is before Supreme Court, 

Hazel Goodwin, former Syracuse 
girl, who quit films upon her mare 
riage to Vincent Burnelli, airplane 
designer and aviator, in town with 
her husband. 

Professional hockey catching on 
here and proving Rialto opposition, 
Syracuse Stars drawing from 3,000 
to 5,000 nightly to State Fair Coli- 
seum for games. 

Syracuse night life places appre- 
hensive result scheduled arrival this 
week of Col. Jefferson Davis, second 
cousin of Confederate president, to 
become deputy prohibition adminis- 
trator. 

H. Faulder MacGrath, foster 
brother of Harold MacGrath, Syra- 
cuse novelist, married in Boston Jan, 
23 to Mrs. Inez Sawyer Peters, for- 
mer wife of N. M. Peters, wealthy 
Syracusan, 

Tulane and Notre Dame games 
with Southern California are oppo- 
sition this week, Strand using the 
former to co-feature with ‘High 
Pressure,’ and Paramount doubling 
the latter with ‘Two Kinds of 
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Buffalo 


By Sidney Burton 


Legit outlook locally plenty dark. 


Oh, that Professiona: Players’ 
season! 

Charles Hayman off for Florida 
for three months. 


‘Hamlet’ in Bulgarian current in 
town of Lackawanna. 

Mary Wigman’s first appearance 
here to so-so business. 

Theatre school rehearsing 
‘Slapped’ and ‘Bird in Hand.’ 

Joe Armbruster heads Musicians’ 


Association, Local 43, for coming 
year. 
M.P.T.O. holding monthly meet- 


ings at Statler with Jules Michael 
presiding. 

‘Blossom Time’ said to be booked 
for llth showing at Teck next 
month—maybe. 

‘Electra’ and ‘Tomorrow and To- 
morrow’ now definitely dated for 
Erlanger next month. 

All independent neighborhood 
houses now advertising daily under 
one spread in ‘Times.’ 

Court Street advertising now be- 
ing included in regular Shea spread; 
policy changing from first to second 
downtown run. 

Eleventh visit to Buffalo of ‘Blos- 
som Time’ current at Teck. Show 
lost patronage through entire ab- 
sence outdoor advertising. 

Erlanger swamped by mail orders 
for three attractions in row, ‘“To- 
morrow and Tomorrow, ‘Vanities’ 
and ‘Electra. Six hundred orders 
in one day sets record for houses, 

Abeerdeen, Wash. 

An usher at the Warner Brothers 
spent 24 hours calling up everybody 
in town. 

Larry McCann, formerly at the 
D&R here, is on with Fox Para- 
mount in Seattle as ‘the crooning 
organist.’ 

Theatres here have to compete 
weekly with boxing and wrestling 
shows. High -erross at recent 
Lomski fight, $550. 

Rival theatres in Aberdeen each 
have Mickey Mouse clubs. Kids 


take their pick of the shows and 
candy bars every Saturday. 


Every time Fredric March ap- 
pears in a picture here the reporters 
interview Mrs. George Ripley, bank- 
er’s wife. She's the star’s sister. 


Five film houses here all running, 
but no one is whooping about 
profits. The Grand, ancient legit, 
had two shows the winter season. 

Aberdeen, Hoquiam and Cosmo- 
polis fans flocked here to see Tu- 
lane vs. U.S.C. at the Warner Bros. 
and U.S.C. vs. Notre Dame at the 
Harbor. 

No change in Ed Dolan’s Aber- 
deen - Hoquiam - Centralia-Chehalis 
theatre chain because of his death. 
Mrs. Dolan was named head by the 
stockholders. 


Lexington, Ky. 


By. Charles G. Dickerson 














Ted Shawn dancers added to 
artist series Feb, 3. 

Trotting horse colony has moved 
to Longwood, Fla., for winter. 

Dance business at low ebb. Ball- 
rooms cut to 50 cents per head. 

Sunday vaude war about over. 
Prosecutor can’t get convictions, 

‘Berkley Square’ in rehearsal at 
Guignol, town’s tony playhouse. 

Vaude at Kentucky (Publix) may 
be extended from three days to full 
week. 

Kentucky bandmasters organize 
state association. Elmer Sulzer, of 
Kentucky, president. 

Publix reported dickering for film 
house at Versailles, Ky. Would be 
first venture in town that small. 


St. Louis 


Jack Haley doing an engagement 
at the Fox. 

Arthur Pierson, former St. Louis 
stock actor, in a picture appearing 
here this week. 


German films in fourth week at 
German house appear to be gather- 
ing a large following. 

S. M. Weller, ex-editor of the 
‘New York Review,’ here as per- 
sonal representative for Walter 
Hampden. 

‘Three's a Crowd’ appears to be a 
littie too smart for audiences out 
here, and so is doing only fair busi- 
ness at the American. 

Lou Goldberg, who got his job by 
advertising in ‘Variety,’ returning to 
New York after helping to put 
Loew’s State on its feet. 

Gene Wirick, St. Louis girl, who 
got her start at the Missouri thea- 
tre and the Muny Opera, back for 
engagement at the Ambassador. 

Shubert expecte 1 to reopen after 
long period of darkness with Al Jol- 

son in ‘The Wonder Bar,’ with 
‘Grand Hotel’ to follow shortly. De- 
‘ cision inspired by business done at 
another theatre by ‘Follies’ and 
‘Vanities.’ 








Easton, Pa. , 


By A. M. Powell 


Fred Kuntz now manager of Ritz, 
Phillisburg, N. Js 

All speakeasies in Easton ordered 
closed by new mayor. 

Legs Diamond’s wife drew well 
at Colonial, Allentown, for week. 
Burlesque date at Orpheum, 
Easton, changed from Tuesday to 
Saturday. 

Movie camera in Coplay High 
School stolen. Now school has to 
do without pictures. 

Globe theatre, Bethlehem, staged 
freak show this week in addition to 
feature film. Vaudeville was tried 
some time ago, but not very suc- 
cessful. 


Louise Lerch, of Metropolitan 
Opera and known as ‘Allentown's 
songbird,’ engaged to Donald G. 


Brien, Pittsburgh businessman. Will 
continue concert work. 


Reno 


Jack Dempsey to California be- 
cause of cold. 

Nevada newspaper publishers 
hold annual convention in Reno and 
stage quite a party. 

Lucy Cotton taking things easy 
while waiting for decree and is 
learning: lots about bridge. 

Big slump in divorce suit filings 
givine attorneys plenty of worry but 
biz expected to pick up in spring. 
Ernie Nevers, grid professional 
and All-American star, in Reno 
looking over coaching job at Nevada 
university. 

Tony Poloni, local heavy pride, 
coasting for awhile waiting for sore 
arm to heal before taking on any 
more battles. 

Fight promotion committee faces 
tough job gathering 100 grand from 
merchants as fund for ‘come back’ 
scrap of Jack Dempsey here in 
July. 

Judge Barney Moran, who dishes 
out plenty of divorces daily, packed 
a shiny new gun into oourt last 
week when gangster was before him 
for hearing. Six cops sat among 
spectators. 


Maxine Doyle has a new peke. 

Phil Loucks spending the week- 

end on Broadway. 

T. D. Bonneville, last manager of 

old Poli’s, in town. 

John J. Payette sends the family 

off to Miami Beach. 

Phil Lampkin new m. c. and guest 

conductor at the Fox. 

Herluf Provensen called President 

Hoover's favorite announcer. 

The Kate Smith Club organized to 

give a local girl a big reception, 

‘Band Wagon’ gets the biggest ad- 

vance sale at the National since 

‘Show Boat.’ 

Sol Bloom having all news of the 

Bi-Centennial sent to the blind by 

Braille system. ; 

Bill Winxin-on, mahaging “Vaca- 

tion Days” throws a party at his 

favorite Italian restaurant. 

Andy Kelley gets Flo Ziegfeld to 

open his new show, with Bert Lahr 

and Buddy Rogers, in Washington. 
Stoddard Taylor had $6,400 in the 

boxoffice before ‘Student Prince’ got 

to town—and this was the seventh 

visit. 





‘Indianapolis 
By Gene Haynes 
Vaude going big at Lyric. _ 
Straight sound houses fighting for 
biz. 
Ohio, third Publix house in down- 
town Indianapolis, is still dark. 
Both Lyric and Apollo theatres are 
eiving away an automobile each 
Monday night. 
Adams and Skinner showing at 


English’s in ‘Merchant of Venice.’ 
Beginning next week, ‘Green Pas- 
tures.’ 


Fact that Indianapolis still craves 
legit is shown in receipts taken out 
by ‘Crazy Quilt’ ($9,000) and ‘Vani- 
ties’ ($12,000). 

Indiana even went so far this 
week as to offer 65-cent combo tick- 
et entitling holder to see ‘Union De- 
pot’ and dance later on roof. 

Herrick Herrick, movie director, is 
here staging local all-kiddie picture 
for the Indiana in conjunction with 
help from the Star and WFBM. 

Colonial, burlesk house, finally 
folded, while just a few steps away 
a new picture, burlesk and what- 
not opened at 10 cents a throw. 

The Circle pulled out ‘Three Wise 
Girls’ two days early and substi- 
tuated ‘ver Liebes Express’ (Ger- 
man), basing their action on 3,000 
German population. 

Union quarrels still given as the 
reason for Charlie Davis’s band be- 
ing idle. Band is still supposed to 
go into the Circle to produce stage 
shows. It was pulled out of the 
Indiana along with F. & M. units 
when the house went straight sound. 





week. 


at Playhouse. 





*"\family, Barbara Bennett, formerly 
lived there, 

Wife's separation suit against 
Harry Langdon set for trial in 





Portland, Me. 


By Hal Cram 


No real winter yet. 

Auto show attracts fair crowd. 

Patsy Mohr dances at Exposition 
building. 

William Faversham guest star at 
Playhouse this week. 

Ken Berry, ‘Express’ 
editor, now has by-line. 
Ben Greet Players draw only fair 
audiences for two days. 
Emma Mosely out of picture as 
editor of ‘Sun-Up,’ Maine mag. 
Two tickets for price of one at 
Jefferson Mondays and Tuesdays. 
Maurice Gardner sells song to 
New York music publishing house. 
Bob Beith still batting for Col. 
Harry Bigelow, ‘Press Herald’ edi- 
tor. 
One Keith act here last week had 
15 gags deleted after first perform- 
ance, 
A kick in the rear of a femme} 
chassis was also cut. 
Keith and local Plymouth dealer 
tie up in advertising during show 


dramatic 


Seems like old times to see Bill 
Evarts back on the stage. This time 


Neither one of the two local stock 
companies making any fortune. 
Folding of one expected soon. 





Spokane 


The State, Universal, did 10 days 
with ‘Frankenstein,’ a new record 
run for straight pix here. 

Good business is shown in Fox re- 
ports on the Fanchon & Marco split. | 
Four days of pictures fair only. 
Flair for phew bombs has struck 
here, the Ritz theatre (second-run 
films) recently taking the count. 


Doing well at Orpheum is ‘Hell 
Divers,’ film being held over for en- | 
tire week after four-day billing 
campaign. 

The Egyptian, non-union, second- 
run films, also had the projection 
equipment seriously damaged over 
the week-end, police announced. 
Joe Cooper has taken over the 
Spokane Orpheum, replacing Walter 
Fenney, dismissed. Cooper will re- 
instate vaude in local house Feb. 5 
on split week, starting Friday. 
Floyd Maxwell has replaced H. W. 
(Nick) Pierong as Fox manager. 
Maxwell formerly operated the 
Paramount in Portland, Ore. and 
came to Spokane under the personal 
appointment of Harry Arthur. 





Connecticut 


Lawrence J. Hoggerty heads Wil- 
limantic musicians. 


Agard’s ballroom, ‘Torrington’s 
largest, damaged by fire, 


¥rancis X. Bushman slated for 
the Empress at Danbury. 


Advertising creeping back onto 
screen at Palace, Danbury. 

Albert Hamilton, manager 
Empress, South Norwalk, in 
pital for operation. 

William J. Connors has replaced 
William Bartley as organist at the 
Empress, Danbury. 

City of Waterbury may find the- 
atre on its hands as one house re- 
ported far behind in taxes, 

Arnold Daly, leading man with 
Empress Players, Danbury, walks 
when assigned to minor role for 
week. 

Palace and Capitol theatres, Dan- 
bury, dust off organs. Al Forrest 
playing at former, Charles Oakley 
at latter. 

Eva Casanova filling gap at Em- 
press, Danbury, and playing oppo- 
site her husband, Lou Tellegen, in 
‘Blind Youth.’ 


of 
hos- 





Westchester 


By Al Crawford 


Auction of pet fish in Bronxville 
netted $113. 

Dan McAvoy’s Hartsdale Lodge 
raided by Feds. Charged with anti- 
Volsteadism. 

Mort Downey buys home in Yon- 
kers. Both he and the rest of the 


White Plains Feb. 23. Meantime, the 
Mrs. collects $100 weekly. 

Harry C. Ostrander, lecturer, Yon- 
kers, charged with illegal storage of 
film. Placed on probation for year. 
Celluloid in his apartment caught 
fire and caused spectacular blaze. 

Town Clerk E. F. Hennessey, Mt. 
Pleasant, on carpet for not making 
prompt returns on marriage licenses. 
He held out in eases of Fifi Still- 
man, Gloria Swanson and Elsie 





Long Island 


By Joe Wagner 


Plenty padlocks. 

Josef Lhevinne likes fishing, 

Queens beer barons in price war. 

Week-end vaude at Alden draw- 
ing. 

Lillian Hof of Kew-Forest ‘Life’ 
married. 

Kew Gardens is proud of Miriam 
Hopkins. 

Queens authorities wage war on 
smut mags. 

David Vivian of Whitestone is 
not snobbish. 

Eva Puck and Sammy White were 
in Great Neck. 

Mysterious cab and restaurant 
fires in Queens. 

Bobby Sanford 
Jackson Heights. 

New Flushing swimming pool to 
go under hammer. 

Central Queens movie managers 
are sure that the county needs good 
roads, 

Gardens Players of 


is at home in 


Forest Hills 


to give their annual show April 1 
and 2. 
Joseph Burke, the song writer, 


was feted by the Gridiron Club of 
Flushing. 

Lionel Green, pic man for Flush- 
ing ‘Journal,’ was born in Johannes- 
burg, South Africa. 

William K. Saxton, formerly man- 
ager of Valencia, and now city 
manager for Loew in Baltimore, 
dropped in to say hello. 

Leta May of Chicago Opera Com- 
pany singing at her home town 
choral club in Forest Hills. 
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Rochester 


By Don Record 
City Council 
slot machines, 


Frank Skultety’s orches 
at the Odenbach. 


Capitol theatre goes double feas 
tures, postponing vaude indef. 
Billy House, comic with Loew's 
stage show, sounded for next Earl 
Carroll revue. ‘ 
Benny Meroff band giving radio 
request program at $1 a request to 
aid unemployed. 
Seneca’s Saturday 


puts $250 tax on 


tra back 


nite club 


: re@e< 
opens with Harlem revue and 
Herbie Zahn’s orchestra. 

Conrad Nagel visited Kodak 


plant as ‘ambassador of Hollywood? 
during stage appearance at Loew's 
Rochester. 

Howard Shannon, 42, former 
manager of the Piccadilly, suffereg 
shock and now at his home in 
Geneva, N. Y. 

George Eastman, being indisposea 
couldn’t attend conference with 
Adolph Zukor on future of the 
Eastman theatre. 

Grandon Rhodes is new leading 
man with Auditorium Players open- 
ing in ‘East Lynne.’ Eugene Bonn 
seeks greener pastures. 

Lincoln Dickey, manager of the 
Atlantic City Auditorium, taken ill 
on train, was removed to Highland 
Hospital and operated on. Re- 
cuperating. 

‘Chocolate Soldier’ to be revived 
at Easiman theatre, Feb. 12, 13, by 
all-Rochester cast. Dorothy Drake- 


ly, formerly of Eastman theatre 
company, will star. 

Community Players’ prize play 
contest closed Jan. 31 with more 


than score of manuscripts. Last 

year’s winning play, ‘Blazen,’ to be 

produced this month. 
Overnight police 


guests include 


salesmen, painters, steeplejacks, 
musicians, blacksmiths and truck 
drivers. Nearly every line, news- 


papermen and actors excepted. 
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THE DEVIL PASSES 


BENN W. LEVY’S LATEST COMEDY 
SUCCESS with this great cast: 

ARTHUR BYRON, BASIL RATHBONE, 
ROBERT LORAINE, MARY NASH, 
DIANA WYNYARD, CECILIA LOFTUS, 
ERNEST THESIGER, ERNEST COSSART 
SELWYN THEA., W. 42d St. Evs. 8:40, $1 to $3. 

Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:40, $1 te $2.50. 


MAX GORDON presents 


THE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard  ilovelier 
music in its life.”"—Gabriel, American. 
GLOBE Thea., B’way, 46th St. Evs. 8:30. 
Good Bale. feats at Box Office, $1-$3.50. 
Mats. Wed. and Sat. at 2:30. 











Janis. 


GILBERT MILLER presents 


HELEN HAYES 


in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


“Is one of the few triple-starred, {m- 
mediately recommendable éntertainments 
in town.”—Gilbert Gabriel, American. 
HENRY MILLER’S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Eves. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:40. 


LESLIE HOWARD 


in PHILIP BARRY’S New Comedy 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


“The season's most gratifying adven- 
ture.’’"—Percy Hammond, Herald Tribune. 
Staged by Gilbert Miller 
BROADHURST Thea., 44th St. W. of B’y. 
Eves. 8:40. Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 


EARL CARROLL 
VANITIES 


with WILL WILLIAM MITCHELL 
MAHONEY DEMAREST & DURANT 
Company of 200—C0 Glittering Scenes 
tena Shae pe ee Most Beautiful Girls 

s, Entire estra, Entire ur 

At Unusual Prices $3 Balcony, 50¢ 

WED. and SAT. MATINEES 50c to $2 
EARL CARROLL THEA., 7 Av. & 50 St. 


LESLIE BANKS in 


SPRINGTIME FOR HENRY 


Benn W. Levy’s smart farce 











“It is a spontaneous antic—tremen- 
_ dously funny.”—-Atkinson, Times. 
with Telen Nigel Frieda 


CHANDLER BRUCE INESCORT 


BIJOU Th., 45th, W. of B’way, La. 4-0734 
Evgs., 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 


em 
2nd Week at Popular Prices 


Wallace Beery Jackie Cooper 
BWAY in “The CHAMP” 


= On Stage 


BENNY DAVis 
Fri.—Marie Dressler In “EMMA” 


DP) TOM“ Orch. 
LOEW S$ wwaves 25 
Gloria 
SWANSON 
tea “TONIGHT er NEVER’ 


iS Vaudeville: BUCK & BUBBLES 
Ziegfeld Stars, Harry Burns; Others 






















MON.* FRI. 
10 AM.+.NOO 


Fs. 
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Broadway ang 


MAYFAIR 2337; 
POLA NEGRI 


The Sensational Ner Star of 1932 
In “A WOMAN 
COMMANDS” 

ROLAND YOUNG 


BASIL RATHBONE 
H. B. WARNER 







B’way & 47th St. 


PALAC Mats. Daily 2:20 


Held Over for 3rd Week? 
Premier Vaudeville in Revue 
BEATRICE LILLIE : 

GEORGE OLSEN and MUSIC 
FIFI D’ORSAY 

AL SIEGEL & LILLIAN SHADE 
MILTON BERLE 

and THE MILLS BROTHERS 









On Broadway 


FSI st ST. Continuous Shows 


- Wed. to Friday, Feb. 3 to 
| MEN OF CHANCE” 


With MARY As 
RICARDO CORTES. 
JOHN HALLIDAY 













Bet. Lex. and 3d Ave. 


86 th ST. Continuous Shows 


Wed. to Friday, Feb. 3 to 5 


“MEN OF CHANCE” 


MARY ASTOR—RICARDO CORTEZ 
6—RKO ACTS—6 
LARRY RICH & CO. 


ee ga 


4th MONTH — COMEDY HIT 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 


PLAYHOUSE 4%, =. of BY" 


Evenings at 8:45 
Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:40 
SEVENTH AVENUB 


O X » 4 AT 50th STREET 


ZANE GREY’S 
“RAINBOW TRAIL” 


Roxy 
Mc- 
stage 











— 





On the Stage...FRED WARING and the 
Synco-Symphonic Orchestra...CLARK and 
CULLOUGH in person and five magnificent 
seenes with the Roxyettes and Ballet Corps. 


Beginning Friday ‘The Silent Witness” 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





‘Toots’ Tashman—lIn Person 

To inspire the legend ‘best dressed 
woman of the screen,’ a gal’s got 
to be ambitious, determined, cour- 
ageous, and mighty level-headed. 
Right now Connie Bennett seems to 
have achieved that bitterly disputed 
title. And out on the coast they 
describe Lilyan Tashman by say- 
ing Miss Bennett is what ‘Toots’ 
Tashman would like to be. And 
Miss Tashman is at the Paramount, 
New York, this week. 

Picture fans identify her as a 
blonde sylph with a love for lux- 
ury, the resolve to get it, and an 
expert knowledge of how to use it 
ence she’s attained her goal. All 
women like nice things, but Miss 
Tashman’s a little better at the out- 
smarting essential for acquiring 
them. This is her screen char- 
acter; the fans have demonstrated 
their approval of it, so Miss Tash- 
man has the good sense to stick to 
it when she lets them see her in 
nerson. She permits none of the ‘I 
want my public to know that I’m 
just a demure little home-body at 
heart,’ hooey to disappoint an audi- 
ence assembled to look at a hard- 
po.c~ gal who’s done light well by 
herself. 

Set for Miss Tashman is a yellow 
satin hung bedroom wholly lacking 
in taste but certainly expensive. 
It’s got a maid in crisp black taf- 
feta, high collared—and skirts cut 
off at the knees. Picture luxury 
and exaggeration. Miss Tashman 
appears swooning in gold lame, 
green ostrich bunched at one side of 
the low decoltage to excite the 
ladies with the possibility of the 
return of feather ornament. She 
shares the surefire cracks of the di- 
alog with Bing Crosby and Sid 
Silvers. There must be laughs and, 
at least, she’s not greedy about who 
gets them. Aware of just what's 
expected of her, she changes her 
gown behind a_ bewildering but 
most exotic looking screen, to burst 
forth in a still more ravishing dress, 
this time gleaming white satin with 
an all-over jeweled bodice and short 
little jewele@ peplum. Nor does 
that end the clothes feast for the 
ladies. There is a _ waistlength, 
short-sleeved wrap to come, mag- 
nificently abounding with white fox. 
Through it all she maintains a 
knowing, surprising gracious per- 
sonali.,, its seeming naturalness 
marred only by her rigid adherence 
to a theatrical sounding and com- 
pletely alien broad ‘A.’ 

Miriam Lax, singing an _ old 
fashioned song in an old-fashioned 
dress, the Danny Dare Girls in pa- 
rade formations and@ military cos 
tumes, Eva Puck earnest and pleas- 
ant in her vaude act, while away 
the time for the audience before 
and after Miss Tashman’s appear- 
ance, There’s no competition to 
shake her wisely staged glamour. 





Ruth’s Dipping Belt 
Whatever enchantment Ruth 
Chatterton may have for picture 
audiences, it is just a passing fancy 
compared to the enchantment she 


has for herself. ‘Please close the 
door’ read by the Chatterton be- 


comes a soliloquy — a mellifluous, 
profound sentence deserving of rapt 
attention, which no one is more 
quick to give it than Miss Chat- 
terton herself, 

Cocking her head on one side, 
she exults to the sound of her 
singing, resonant lines. Her eyes 
widen with wonder, her lips seek 
to achieve a more generous fullness 
as now lulled, now entranced, she 
harkens to the music of her own 
voice, She never seems to tire of 
it; her trick of ascending the scale 
and holding the final tones for the 
finish of a speech may become a bit 
irksome to less appreciative ears, 
but it Steadfastly fascinates her 
Own. 

Though it gives her no foreign 
accent whereby, she can astound 
audiences with her mastery of lan- 
guages, ‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ 
is kind to Miss Chatterton’s throat. 


Its dialog has a literary quality, 
a way of putting things prettily. 
that allows her unique style of 


utterings full play. Here the dialog 


actually has some of its own 
SOliloquies besides the routine 
Speeches 80 interpreted by Miss 
Chatterton. Here again she may 


long for a child. Here she’s really 
‘Supposed to be a lady of refine- 
ment in the middle west instead of 
_ being that anyway. The other 
ee in the picture consider 

r an elusive, unfathomable crea- 





ture, beautiful yet somehow un- 
happy, and Miss Chatterton thinks 
that’s just dandy. 

Obedient to the locale of the 
story, she wears refined clothes 
with little round collars for youth. 
She should watch her belt lines, 
though. Those youthful collars are 
wholly useless when a belt dips ma- 
turely in front. 








Easy-to-Please Frauleins 


- ; | 
If all girls were as easy to pleas 


as the heroines in German pictures, 
there’d be far fewer lads and lassies 
knocking about solo. Somehow 
German maids seem able to react 
with downright tender passion to 
males utterly without allure from 
the American point of view. It isn’t 
that the Frauleins need feel desper- 
ate either. There’s Liane Haid, 


(Continued on page 60) 


Akron Mayor Gives 
Personal Views on 


Stripping—It’s Out 


Akron, O., Feb. 1. 

The so-called nude, risque bur- 
lesque shows of recent past at the 
Grand theatre are permanently 
taboo, Mayor Nelson Sparks de- 
clared this week. C. W. Brill, man- 
ager of the theatre, was called be- 
fore the mayor. 

‘Well, what kind of a show do 
you wart me to present?’ he asked. 

‘I'm not in the theatre business,’ 
the mayor snapped. ‘You know the 
difference between a decent show 
and an indecent show. This is the 
last warning.’ 

As the theatre manager left the 
mayor’s office, accompanied by 
Luther Park, Safety Director, he 
said, ‘If I can’t give them shows, 
I can’t; that’s all.” Sparks said 
complaints against the burlesque 
shows have been frequent and in- 
sistent. 

Brill for more than two years has 
been playing stock burlesque at the 
Grand, changing the bill each Sun- 
day, with new principals every 
week. Business has been spotty, 
but is said to have been picking up 
since the strip dancers have been 
going almost to the limit. 








|} secretary. 


Chi Daily Wants Coin 
For Burly Theatre Ads 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Star & Garter, west side burley- 
cue spot, is being trailed by Clifford, 
Martin & Patterson, attorneys for 
the Chicago ‘Tribune,’ which filed 
suit for $306.25, claimed due the 
paper for advertisements. 

Theatre belongs to the Columbia 
group and last week reverted to | 
stock when the wheel shows quit | 
coming into the midwest. 


ee 
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Sec Walked, but Union | 
Boys Keep House Going | 


Till Charley Fox Returns. 


Milwaukee, Feb. 1. 
local 





When 


Charley Fox, bur- 
lesque impresario, went away to} 


Leavenworth on charges of con-| 


jot ‘A Woman 











Uneommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 














Two Pola Negris 
Those who attended the premier 

Commands’ in New | 
York saw two distinctly different | 
Negri. The! 
slightly 
nscious of the 
microphones, | 
the shifting moods of 


persons called Pola 
Pola 


aciress, ch 


screen 


dered 


was a, bewil- 


camera, alarmed by 


martyred by 


a confused and vacillating story. | 
The Miss Negri who came before 
Mayfair curtains to acknowledge 


the rousing introduction of Mayor 
(M.C.) Walker, was a star well 
versed in the trade of celebrity. 
This Pola knew how to walk, how 
to pose naturally and how to greet | 
her audience. Her ermine wrap, | 


} 
} 
' 
| 
| 
} 


|complete with a corsage of orchids, 


apparently 


casual effect exposed—~ 
quite accidentally, it would pre- 
tend—a diamond shoulder clip that 
crushed the folds of a softly draped 
cowl neckline Graceful with its 
weight of heavy white crepe, 
the gown adopted a broad band of 
silver mold hips and 
match the glitter of a sparkling 
turban. The i f 


own 


sequins to 


silver simulations o 


eypsy treatment introduced a pay- 
sanne quality to an ensemb!] . of 
last word modishness and luxury, 


that completely expressed the 
sonality of its wearer, 
Perhaps Mis 


pere 


Negri was not per- 
mitted to select her gowns for ‘A 
Woman Commands,’ she 
was misled by the exigencies of 


possibly 


was draped carelessiy over one | characterization; but not one of her 
spiracy in the Voelz defalcations of | shoulder just to show that Miss!screen costumes accomplished the 
the National Bank of Commerce, | Negri is too accustomed to ermine | purpose of her personal appearance 
he left the management of his | to be unduly impressed by it. This/|frock. Bodices ignore soft drapery 


Gaiety theatre in the hands of his] 
3ut the young lady did | 
not seem able to make the house | 
pay, which is nothing unusual in | 
this period. 

On Jan. 12 the sec. decided that 
she was fed up with the job. She 
packed up her belongings and went 
her way. It looked pretty bad. But 
the stage hands and the musicians 
went into a huddle and with the 
consent of the business agents of 
the two organizations, decided to 
run the theatre themselves. Morrie 
Zaidens was put in charge. 

First week showed a profit of a 
little over $400. The actors and 
other members of the staff were 
paid first, with the stage hands and 
musicians taking theirs last. What 
is left one week goes into a fund 
to tide over the possibility of a loss 
the following seven days. 

The boys are going to keep right 
on, even if they lose money. They 
hope to have things running in 
good shape when Fox gets back 
into harness. According to present 
indications Fox may be pardoned 
within the month, 








in B. O. H. on % 


Bronx Opera House, dark for more 
than a year, reopened last week 
with stock burlesque. 

Milton Diamond has the house on 





a percentage arrangement with the 
Schnaufler Estate, owner. 





May Martin in $250 
Bail Pending Appeal; 
Police Accuse Theatre 


Buffalo, Feb. 1. 

Following the arrest and convic- 
iton of May Martin, of Cleveland, | 
whose burlesque billing is ‘She, the 
Radium Dancer,’ for participation in 
an indecent dance at the Palace 
(burlesque), here, Police Commis- 
sioner Austin J. Roche moved to 
close the theatre as a public nui- 
He requested the director of 
Edwin H. Fisher, to hold 
a hearing at which the police will 
present evidence to show the the- 
atre is a because of in- 


sance, 


licenses, 


nuisance 


decent dances, exhibitions and 
shows. 

Mrs. Martin immediately appealed 
from the rigorous six months’ sen- 
tence imposed upon her in City 
Court and was released on bail of 
$250, 

Bud Purcell, manager, was dis- 


charged at the close of the Martin 
girl’s hearing. Charges of produc- 
ing an improper show against Abe 
D. Berk, who was arrested along 








with Mrs. Martin and Purcell, were 


|\for unbecoming snugness, treatment 


that Miss Negri should particularly 
avoid. Her necklines must be well 
built up to ameliorate a full throat, 
rather than cut away almost to the 
shoulders. As though with a de- 
termination to show her off at her 
worst. Miss Negri'’s decolletages 
are deeply rounded and thoroughly 
(Continued on page 50) 
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‘Stranded St. L. Company 


Gives Benefit for Itself 


St. Louis, Feb. 1. 

Stranded here by the closing of 
the Liberty Music Hall, burlesque, 
about 40 performers from New York 
and Chicago arranged two benefit 
performances at the theatre in an 
effort to raise enough funds to pay 
their fares out of town. Thirty are 
chorus girls. 

It was ihe third time this season 
the theatre has closed. During its 
last stand the house was managed 
by John Christophel. 

Jimmy Rooney headed the come 
mittee, which arranged the bene- 
fits. In addition to him, the list of 
performers included Lee Goodrich, 
George Hall, Frank Mackay, Bon- 
ham Bell, Midge Brandon, Eva Lu- 
eas, Marie De Voe, Jack Railey, Tep 








dismissed. 










































































A condensed review in points on the women of the stage mentioned hereunder. 
None can rank over 10 points on a single item, nor over 100 points in total. - 
There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, with the named points opposite each player's name. 
Slight comment is added. 
86TH ST. 
e e 4’ 7 
< , yy . ‘ S 
5S S # tt te Lt it dt a # 
¥ FS £§ Sf ¥ - -» Py Pd . 
, SF I S$ y a - $ 
> ‘*.€ € He ££ es ° v Comment. CST tw. 
Lucy Gillette...... 0 6 6 3 5 5 6 7 0 6 Unimpressive selling of tricks 
weakens applause......... 43 
Mann Sisters..... 2 8 6 6 7 4 7 6 0 5 Proficient dance team....... —_ 51 
Frances Arms..... 8 10 10 ) 5 9 3 6 7 Needs good pop songs to con- 
trast exccllent dialect num- 
eee, Pe ee Tre eee Ty ee ee 75 
Maria Donia...... 4 10 8 8 5 8 g 6 0 8 Good natured resignation to 
stoutness wins audience 
a rE rae 8 tos 66 
4 Albee Sisters.... 6 7 9 6 6 7 8 6 0 5 Comely quartet works sing- 
ing and dancing inio pleas- 
ing, refined enteriainment. 60 
Leota Lane....... 7 8 10 7 5) 5 6 9 1 9 Coloratura with a refreshing 
personality that ameliorates 
faulty tone production.... 70 
STATE 
Miss Thomas (Sul- ; 5 
ly and Thomas). 4 7 5 4 5 6 7 5 9 3 Light-hearted manner wins 
audience for act........... 4% 
“Bee Goman (Bee 7 
and Ray Goman) 4 5 5 6 4 5 5 7 3 A rendency to mugs hurts ap- 
preciation of her persun- 
GEGD 6696 sinbeet tidcsaeeens 43 
HIPPODROME 
Mary Palmer..... 4. 5 5 5S 6 2 2 4 © 4 Performance adequate to — 
: mildly entertaining open- 
MO BOhetcissndteavceasees 35 
Juanita re. ie , O 5 2 @ 4S & 5S  £JDancer and accordionist 
.; spoils appearance with 
frowzy coiffurc......... ii 40 
FORNOVA cccecscces 9 8 WW 7 6 4 8 9 2 8 Excellent routine needs more 
spectacular finish......... ° 71 
ister Team with a 
. Reneva ....: — -. -. 8 5 8 9 8 0 7 Spirited song and dance 
COMO on -seceesde Terre re 79 











Whitney and Goldie Lawson. 


Chi Loop House Wants 
Names, Not Strippers 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Woods, loop burlesque spot, is 
looking about for femme names for 
personal appearances on its stage, 
it has been offered many burlesque 
names but has so far refused them, 
wanting to keep away from the 
strip iadies. Names this house 
wants are the more sensational la- 
dies from the papers. Angling for 
Kiki Roberts, Texas Guinan, May 
West, Peaches Browning and a 
couple of the hotter picture gals. 
Figures that its central location 
would draw even the femme shop- 
ping trade for a peep at the s. a 
women, 





Stock Replaces Columbia 
At Academy, Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Feb, 1. 
After a season of indifferent busi- 
ness with Columbia shows, George 
Jaffe has put stock burlesque into 
the Academy and will try it out 
for a few weeks. Eddie‘'Nut’ Kap- 
lan will be the chief comedian and 

is also to direct the productions, 
Others in the cast include Georgia 
Sothern, Mildred Cozierre, Eddie 
Lioyd, Mildred Hart, Bee Craig, 
Frank Mallahan, Les Sponsler, Sid 
Rogers, Billy Joy and a chorus of 

24. ° 


Columbia Wheel 


Week Feb. 1 

Big Fun Show—Howard, Roston. 

Big Rev.—Hudson, Union City. 
Bohemians—L. O, 

Facts and Figures—Orpheum, Paterson, 
Flapper Foliles—Cameo, Cleveland. 
Footlight Flashes—L. O. 
Giggles—Empire, Newark 

Girls from the Follies—Gayety, Washinge 
ton. 

Girls in Blue—L. O, 
Hollywood Honeys—Trocaders 
phia. 

London Gayety Girls—Gayety, Baltimore 
Nite Life in Paris—Gayety, Brookiya. 
Novelties of 1982—Empire, Toronto. 
Playin’ Around—<iayety, Buffalo. 
Pjeasure Scexers—Lyric, Br-dgeport. 
Rumba Girle—Rovte No, 1] 


, Phila lele 





Silk Stocking Rev.—<iayety. Detroit. 
Sugar Babies- Star, Brooklyn. 





Bi pact ene oma of 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Jimmie Grainger is the single executive left actively on the Fox Films 
staff of the original ‘Sheehan faction’ as it was so-termed when Winnie 





Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Leslie Banks, British actor, will stage ‘Too True to Be G 
Bernard Shaw’s play, for the Theatre Guild. 





004,’ George 
Banks is appearing in 


SUBSCRIPTION _| Sheehan, Grainger, Saul Rogers and John Zanft split away from William | ‘Springtime for Henry’ currently and will continue in the show, th 
Annual...... $6 sissbeeetee | Y “gecae lox in the latter's fight with the bankers. They took a position against | doing the staging for the Guild. » “Roush, 
Single Copies. ..-.-.------:+::::"*_—""""| william Fox. This was before Fox sold to Harley L. Clarke for 20 mil- Casts for the two new Guild plays are just about set with B 

j ¥ ‘ s 1 ry j 
: . git ty 120 te. 31 ' Lillie and Hope Williams heading the Shaw piece. ‘Moon in rou 
VOL. 105 eo gris The Grainger solitude became somewhat emphasized last week when River,’ other Guild preparation, will have a cast including wear 





15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





White Rats sought to calla strike | 


in Boston, but the limited response | 








Ww. C. Michel, a Fox Films v. p. who went in with Clarke, announced 
that Grainger as gen. sales mgr. for Fox, had been so authorized by ti< 
Fox board and that Grainger is empowered to enter into contracts with 
exhibs. This sounded as though in answer to Nathan Burkan’s inter- 
view in ‘Variety’ last week in which the attorney stated the Fox con- 
tract cancellations might go double for product contract by exhibitors 
as well. 

Though Winnie Sheehan is temporarily out as Fox producing chief, it 


| is not thought by Sheehan’s intimates he will return to the head of the 


Henry Hull, 
Alma Kruger, 
Phillip Moeller 


Egon Brecher, Edward F. Nannary, Barry Macollum, 
Claude Rains, John Daly Murphy and William Harrigan. 
is staging. 

Present program is for ‘Moon in Yellow River’ to open in Philadelphia 
at the Garrick Feb. 15, with New York two weeks later. Shaw’s piece 
opens possibly at the same house about two weeks later. 


‘Papavert,’ representing Joe Zelli’s flyer into Broadway legit, 


lawarg a iles ‘ c , 4 we 
sae Mid eke Gann Fox studios, expensive experiment, Show closed. Saturday (30) after paying a poe 
but did nat hurt business. Gordon Grainger, in the east during all of the Fox turmoil, has had the ears | sized cast about five weeks’ pay for time spent rehearsing. Additionally 
theatres only. of two Fox presidents, Clarke and Tinker, besides the banking people. cast collected for the short time the show ran, with the rehearsal gal. 
The best Sheehan could get so far away in the west were the echoes, | aries exceeding the playing pay total, something akin to a new kind of 

Belasco, Gest & Elliott opened although Sheehan is reported to have received a bonus when signing his | record. 


‘The Wanderer’ on a Thursday but 
paid off for a full week on Satur- 
day, to the great amazement of the 
players. The weekly salary list 
was $11,500 for 59 principals. 


—_——-——— 


Acts were having trouble obtain- 
ing passports. State Dept had shut 
down and those with English con- 
tracts were in a quandary. 





Fox contract, something Grainger muffed, although he signed the same 
day. 

Sheehan is reported to have received a Fox bonus of $250,000 in cash 
from the Clarke regime. Grainger did not hear about that until some 
time later, but Grainger has never forgotten it, from the accounts. The 
story says Grainger still believes Sheehan should have tipped him on 
the bonus thing. 

It’s not told east or west whether Sheehan knows what Grainger 
thinks. : 

Total of seven names were given screen credit by First National for 
the story of ‘Union Depot.’ This is about double the usual number and 


It’s reported Zelli backed his show trip himself, conflicting with an- 
other unauthenticated yarn that the French nite club man had a local 
angel as his financial guardian. Zelli co-produced ‘Pop’ in Paris with 
Charlie Gordon. 

Weekly payroll, for cast alone, ran to about $1,800, or nearly $10,000 
to the actors for rehearsing the various versions. Added to the 
production costs, advertising and out-of-town break in. 


usual 


Unusual promotion for attracting theatre parties and sell-outs to 
organizations, is being made for ‘The Devil Passes’ at the Selwyn, by 
Arch Selwyn who presents it. Six men and women are lecturing before 
various bodies, two being assigned to radio plugs in particular. 


Merger time Producers were | close to a record, especially at a time when the tendency is to cut down The plugging contingent includes a young rabbi and a college pro 
alking <¢ -ombinati of Para- writers’ i ‘Davil* : aaa ; y ; i 
talking . »ination on writers credits. nee , : _ | fessor. ‘Devil’ having two clergymen characters appears to have a par- 
mount, Selznick, Artcraft and Reason for Warners mentioning the authors on ‘Depot’ is that studio 


Goldwyn. Exhibitors were alarmed 
at the prospect of having to pay 
higher rentals. Plan included a 
theatre circuit, 


Vitagraph was preparing to move 
its studios to Los Angeles. Finally 
did—what was left of it. 


Ben Shulberg was appointed gen. 
mgr. of Paramount, replacing Ken- 
neth Hodkinson. 


Walter Green started his Artcraft 
co. Absorbed by Paramount, 


Soc. Authors, Composers and 
Pubs. set prices for use of copy- 
right material in restaurants and 
cabarets under the new decision in 
their favor. 

Five piece bands taxed $5, $10 for 
up to 15 men and $15 for larger 
orchs. Floor shows paid $15 re- 
gardless of size. 


Burlesque managers were declar- 
ing the current season the best in 
burlesque history. Figured on run- 
ning wheel shows all summer. 


Chas. O. Bauman sold his share 
of N. Y. M. P. Co. Got $500,000 for 
his stock. Preparatory to forma- 
tion of old Triangle co. 








50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 


Barhum’s circus was putting out 
five advertising cars, each with a 
crew of from 12 to 20 men. Billing 
meant more than newspaper work 
in those days. 


Prof. Wilson was offering his 
*‘Herodian’ mystery for sale. Other- 
wise the familiar decapitation act. 
Price, $50. 

Anna Dickinson was touring in 
‘Hamlet,’ playing the name part. 
Came in for some mild kidding now 
and then, but generally successful. 
By no means the first, as Charlotte 





was criticized by some people who said it was like ‘Grand Hotel’ in 
many ways and was put out in a hurry to get under the wire ahead of 
‘Grand Hotel.’ FN gives credit for the play from which ‘Union Depot’ 
was filmed to Joe Laurie, Jr., Gene Fowler and Douglas Durkin. Screen 
play was done by Kenyon Nicholson and Walter de Leon and the adapta- 
tion by Kubec Glasmon and John Bright. Studio claims this play was 
written long before ‘Hotel.’ 





Trade presumption regarding Paramount production is that a major 
share of authority governing this phase will be imposed in Emanuel 
Cohen if it is not already so invested. This is the nature of chatter 
along Broadway and also throughout the Paramount New York staff. 
Other than being elected a vice-president and appointed to the board of 
directors, upon the resignation of S. R. Kent, Cohen's exact capacity has 
yet to be defined by his company. Hence, the boys have started to guess. 
Jesse Lasky is still nominally the Paramount vice-president in charge 
of production with over two years to go on his present contract. 


Status of the execs at Fox is puzzling employees, who are trying to 
figure out who signs things and if it’s okay to carry out orders without 
first consulting an official studio list of officials. Affair was complicated 
by D. E. McIntire’s statement that Al Rockett is in charge of production 
at the studio. Several days after that announcement word came from 
the east that Sol Wurtzel was in charge of production until Winnie 
Sheehan returns. Then the ‘Dynamo,’ official organ of the Fox corpora- 
tion, stated that Rockett was in charge until Wurtzel returned, with 
Wurtzel head man in Sheehan's absence, 


Position of Quinn Martin at Fox is being explained by D. E. McIntire 
as not that of an executive but of a former picture critic whose critical 
facilities the studio is using in the preparation. of scripts for production. 
Martin will read all scripts and advise his reaction to the story based 
on his experience in reviewing pictures, Whether or not Martin’s opin- 
ion of a story or situation will be final was not made clear, 





With the men’s identity more or less undercover, Metro has individuals 
at its Coast studios to represent all departments in distribution, includ- 
ing contact on sales, printing, ad sales, etc. Their duties are to stick 
close to production and watch the trend of picture making as well as 
that of sales, public appetite, etc. 

Inner council showmen point to this setup at the studio, the only one 
having permanent distribution representatives, as a possible forerunner 
of a similar policy by the producers. 





Garbo’s appearance in person for Sid’ Grauman’s $8 premiere of ‘Mata 
Hari’ at the Chinese, on the Coast, would have guaranteed a sellout. But 
the elusive Garbo’s antipathy to public appearances created kidding and 
quotation of odds at 4 to 1 she wouldn't even appear in the film. 

Garbo's ability to handle herself is given 100% endorsement in Holly- 
wood. The journalistic chasing of the Swedish actress in New York evi- 
denced anew this knack according to local opinion. 





When Gene Dennis was appearing at Warners’ Hollywood, in Holly- 
wood, she was approached by Greta Garbo for a reading. Psychic in- 
formed the picture star she would go to the Garbo home for the reading 
if the picture player would agree to pictures, ete., for the newspapers 
and magazines, 

The Garbo said nix, deciding that if peeping into the future meant 
breaking her ‘no publicity’ policy she would stick to the present. 





ticular appeal to church organizations. 

Another promotional idea for ‘Devil’ is a new suburban car card dis- 
played in the Westchester and Long Island cars. In each community 
crug store, there is a similar card, the store being made a branch ticket 
office. Contact with the theatre is made by telephone. Ad concerns 
guarantees the co-operation of the drug shops. ‘Devil’ is virtually selling 
out. 


Younger legit producers are encountering trouble getting up Equity 
bonds for their shows. One way out has been found in going to older 
managers who need post no actual security other than a personal guar- 
antee. This allows production, but cutting in the older men for a piece 
of the show. 

Rather than operate on waivers, whereby they'd lose 50% of their film 
money under Equity regulations, these lesser lights work with minimum 
pay for the casts, which only requires a bond of about $500. Cast gets 
$25 guarantees and percentages of whatever gross rolls up. 


—_—_— —__. 


There’ll be some minor cast changes and script revisions in Doran, Ray 
& Hewes’ radio satire, ‘Wild Waves’, before the show comes in, with the 
piece temporarily yanked Saturday (30). It was slated for Newark, but 
will 1. o, instead. 

Worthington Minor and William Manley are rewriting the script. For- 
mer directed and latter authored. Slated to reopen either Feb. 8 or 15 
on the road and then come in to the Times Square, as first scheduled, 
Osgood Perkins, Betty Starbuck and Edith Van Cleve, principals, remain. 


A bevy of duds paid off at Equity Saturday (28) when the various 
managements couldn’t manage to do it. Two of the shows, ‘Papavert’ and 
‘Wolves’ closed brief Broadway pauses. 

Third show was ‘East of Broadway’, produced by Chas. Rowe at the 
Belmont and paying off at Equity for its first week. Continuance after 
the first week was doubtful. Playing, however. 

Producers are paying a flat $800 weekly to the theatre owners, whe 
for that sum guarantee all expenses including advertising, stage hands 
and extras. 





Young actor in the stock production of ‘Lysistrata,’ at the Riviera, 
New York, is a law student, 

After being hired for ‘Lizzie’ youth found he had an important law 
exam the opening night of the show. Didn’t want to miss either, so 
finally went to the dean and begged to be given a special exam. Dean 
okayed the plan. The boy has a wealthy father, 





As an addition to indices of conditions in stock is the move, someé- 
what in the nature of a merger, taken by Century and American Play 
Cos. Both agencies are running their stock departments jointly. 

American's rep, Eddie Hart, has moved over to Century's office with 
Gus Diehl. Overhead saved, is the explanation. 


Managerial delay in starting ‘Jazz City’ took Hope Williams out as 
the proposed feminine star. 

Miss Williams was set, but was not given a contract. Meantime, the 
Theatre Guild bid, so Miss Williams switched. Now Carl Hemmer and 
Arch Selwyn are talking to Madge Kennedy among others. 





George Grossmith’s entry into the London production of ‘Cat and the 
Fiddle’ makes a curious incident. 


Cushman frequently played male _ : : : Grossmith was offered a part in the show while it was casting for New 
roles in the classics because of her Exchanges in Minneapolis report an unusually brisk demand from | York, but couldn’t make it, or didn’t want to. Now he has the same part 
masculine appearance. small town situations for western product to fill Saturday dates in par- | in London. 
ticular. Exhibs say much of the regular product is unsuitable for farmer aneppge 
‘Clipper’ commented that while —_ which they get on Saturdays. Jock Whitney, of the Whitneys, is said to have backed ‘Through thé 
an American manager had pur- Sons of the soil eschew the society and sex stuff and want action. Sit- Years,’ the new Vincent Youmans show at the Manhattan. Also bank- 


chased an English play for $6,000, 
the cable report boosted it to 
$20,000. Still a habit. 


George S. Tyler, already an up 
and coming manager, tock over the 
Gaiety theatre, Boston, and an- 
nounced his intention to install a 
sprinkler system over the stage, 
one of the earliest. 


H. Grattan Donnelly, then a 
Philadelphia newspaper man, had 
written his first play, which was to 
have a-:local tryout. Later gave up 
the city room for the theatre. 





uation has redounded to the benefit of local independent exchanges. 





Fox News has a problem over its clip of the Kaiser at Doorn. It’s an 
exclusive which the Fox Berlin office got on the promfse not to show it 
in Germany. 

German royalists seem to have changed their minds and want the 
Kaiser shown to the country Wilhelm formerly ruled. But Fox figures it 
might be bad diplomacy and involve the company in a political dispute. 





New dubbing headache has been unearthed by United Artists. Com- 
pany would like to dub some of Gloria Swanson’s films for French and 
other markets, but Miss Swanson doesn’t want anyone else to speak 
French for her. 

Miss Swanson has some command of the language, but UA figures the 
remuneration she would demand 'way too high for dubbed product. 





rolled ‘Here Goes the Bride,’ which Peter Arno presented for five days 
at the 46th Street theatre last fall. — 


Reason for Raymond Massey's departure for the coast, giving up the 
staging of Lew Gensler’s ‘Collision,’ is supposed to be that Massey 
wanted changes in the book which the producer couldn't see. 


Equity permit given to Roehm and Richards has been transferred t0 
Will Roehm alone. He’s one of Equity’s first licensed casters. 
R. & R. split when Harry Richards went with Max Hart. 


At the premiere of ‘House of Doom’ which opened and closed last 
week at the Masque, the short prolog was over so quickly that even the 
critics didn’t know what it was all about. One explained to his fellows 
that that bit was not supposed to be in the performance, but was 4 
hangover from the previous show which they frogot to take out. 





Coast writer, failing to collect what an actor owed him, tried the — 
An advertiser offered to take an | latter’s agent. Agent proposed a cut settlement for cash. Writer re- 
interest in a play the coming sea- | fused. ‘Take it and I'll get you a job,’ offered the agent. Writer accepted | bears on the appointment of George J. Schaefer, Paramount's new S€?- 


son in return for the program priv- 
ilege. Programers made good and 
often big money in those days get- 
ting local ads. 


on condition the bonus offer go in writing. Done, 


Under Adolph Zukor's signature a letter has gone to all district and 





branch managers in Paramount on Sidney R. Kent's resignation. It also 





sales manager. 


Radio Picture salesmen will shoot for money prizes in a contest tor 
the most play dates during February. Top money is $500. 
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‘HITS’ FALLING FILM VALUE 





Dominion Blue 


Biood Theatre 


Does a Brodie 


Toronto, Feb. 1. 
Folding of Lady George Cholmon- 
deley’s drama and dance company 


here puts a crimp in the plan of 
Lord. Bessborough, governor-general 
of Canada, to establish throughout 


the Dominion a national theatre. 
Contemplated starter here was to} 
hook up Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa, 


Quebec and Halifax. 

Originally booked for Galsworthy’s 
‘Silver Box’ 2nd an unnamed Cow- 
ard play, Lady George, who had 
previously appeared in the gover- 
nor-general’s private theatre on his 
Stanstead Park estate in Sussex, ar- 
rived with a blare of press-agentry, 
a $50,000 wardrobe, « dance and 
dramatic company of 30 whose 
weekly payroll totaled $7,000 to $8,- 
000, and symphony orchestrations 
specially written for a _ 60-piece 
orchestra by Sir Eaward Elgar. 

Instead of the Galsworthy and 
Coward plays, the English noble- 
woman had ‘If Four Walls Told’ 
and ‘To Have the Honor,’ two old 
plays. Midweek and Saturday mat- 
inees were interspersed with mimes, 
ballets and masques. 

Despite heavy plugging by Cana- 
dian papers and stressing of the 
patriotic angle and the patronage 
ef the governor-general the Chol- 
mondoley company brodied in Hali- 
fax, Montreal and Ottawa and 
struck a record low in Toronto’s 
theatrical history. 

One glaring piece 
agement was the specially-ar- 
ranged orchestrations for 60 pieces 
which the small Montreal pit-band 
found too difficult to play while the 
Toronto boys, numbering not more 
than 10, struggled through as best 
they could. 

Moral being that Canadian the- 
atregoers ma. be fastidious to a 
greater degree than is credited and 
that they know what they want in 
spite of patriotic ballyhooing, vice- 
regal patronage, the Daughters of 
the Empire and the flag that 
braved a thousand years. 


Merchants Back Stock, 


Leave Showmen Alone 


Seattle, Feb. 1. 

Plans on foot to resume guest 
star policy at the Moore, opening 
Feb. 13 with Howard Essary, lo- 
cal showman producing, Kent 
Thomson managing and Andy Gun- 
pard directing. 

All new players for support. An- 
sling for Bebe Daniels, Doug Fair- 
banks, Jr., and other stars. Policy, 
star to be here one week; plan to 
run for 12 weeks season. Local 
business men backing the project, 
but this time letting show men run 
the show, 


of misman- 





Gore-Bentham Award 


The arbitration of the claim of 
Bobby Gore against M. S. Bentham, 
with whom he had a personal rep- 
resentative contract calling for 20 
weeks on the season, resulted in a 
small award for the actor. Contract 
called for $175 weekly and, although 
he did not appear at all through 
the agents’ Office, two weeks or $350 
was the decision. 

Arch Selwyn represented Ben- 
tham, who testified that Gore could 
not be reached when -wanted and 
maintained there were other mat- 
ters which prevented him from 
Placing the actor. 


Bride Falls to Death 

‘ San Francisco, Feb. 1. 

Four months bride of Jack Olney, 
‘hvestment broker, fell seven stories 
to her death in a local hotel last 
week, 

Before her marriage to Olney she 
was known to the New York legit 
Stage as Evelyn Humes. 











| awhile. 





BUD DE SYLVA RENEWS 
OLD SCHWAB ALLIANCE, 


Having 
his Fox 
left last 


concluded settlement of 
contract, Buddy DeSylva 
Thursday (28) for Florida, 
where, it is understood, he will go 
inte a huddle with Lawrence 
Schwab relative to production of a 
new musical show. DeSylva will 
either go on to the Coast or return 
to New York from the south. 

In winding up his Fox affairs, 
DeSylva received $125,000 on his 


$300,000 yearly contract. He had 
previously drawn $50,000 and an- 
other $75,000 was turned over to 


him, DeSylva’s agreement with 

Fox covered a three-year period. 
DeSylva did ‘Good News’ and 

‘Follow Thru’ with Schwab. 


Defer Shubert Claims 


Settlement between Equity and 
the M. P. A. of claims due on Shu- 
bert shows, will not be made for at 
least another month, the question 
sliding over for at least that time. 
Equity isn’t pressing the situation. 

With Frank Gillmore sailing for 
a month’s trip tomorrow (3) chances 
of settlement are out for at least 
that four week’s period. 





No Agency Returns on 
‘Counsellor’ Chi Dates 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
It’s either a guarantee and no re- 
turns or the agencies go without 
ducats for ‘Counsellor - at - Law,’ 
coming into the Selwyn Feb. 7. 
First show this season to refuse the 


return privilege to the outside 
ticket purveyors. 
Ultimatum was delivered last 


week by Elmer Rice’s advance man, 
Max Hirsh. Said it was a take-it- 
or-leave proposition, with the pro- 
ducer little concerned either way. 
Agencies are burning over the edict, 
but are holding off making a de- 
cision on the non-return issue. 





A Sheiko Caprice 
Buffalo, Feb. 1. 

Erne St. Clair, actor, was sen- 
tenced to six months in the Erie 
County Penitentiary on the com- 
plaint of his  eighteen-year-old 
bride that he had deserted her after 
she had paid for the wedding and 
bought him new clothes. 

Upon investigation, probation 
officers reported that St. Clair had 
put his young wife out of their 


quarters at the Lincoln Hotel 12 
days after the wedding. Letters 


and telegrams found in his posses- 
sion indicated that at least 25 young 
women had fallen for him since his 
coming to Buffalo from Chicago two 
months ago. Before the marriage 


Mrs. St. Clair was Otha Van Fleet 
of Baltimore, Maryland, non-pro- 
fessional. 


Bank to Run Hudson 


The Hudson theatre, which 
passed from control of Mrs. H. B. 
Harris by foreclosure recently, is 
being renovated. Understood that 
the Immigrant bank, which had the 
first mortgage, has decided to 
operate the theatre, rather than 
sacrifice it in the present dull realty 
market. 

Bus interests offered more than 
$1,300,000 for the Hudson not long 
ago, but it was rejected. The the- 
atre at foreclosure went for a con- 
sideration of little more than half 
that figure. 





Gaiety Legit Maybe 

Gaiety theatre may swing back to 
legit, as was tried earlier in the 
season, but didn’t materialize. Show 
possibility is Lew Gensler’s ‘Col- 
lision,’ but the booking is not set. 
Should a $2 talker come along, 
house would forge legit again for 


‘Collision’ is now rehearsing at 
the Fuaiton, where it will probably 








NK PRODUCERS 


Imitations Generally Ahead | 
of Original s— $25,000 | 
Now Good Price for Suc- 
cessful Play—Not Worth- 
while to Produce Today 
in Hope of Film Sale— 
Managers’ Share Not 
Enough to Force Stage 
Dud Necessary 3 Weeks | 


CRAMP SHOESTRINGERS? 


Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Fadeout of the coast-to-coast 
rainbow, with Broadway legits on 


one end and the pot of picture gold 
on the other, has been so sudden 
that its effect on stage production 
has not yet been appreciated to any 
extent. That the absence of fat 
picture purses as reward for stage 
material suitable for pictures will 
have any effect upon legit activity 
can be taken for granted. 

Stage producers who figured on 
protecting themselves against losses 
by peddling their stuff later to pro- 
ducers cannot now, as a rule, ob- 
tain enough out of picture rights to 
afford this protection. This condi- 
tion has been contributed to by va- 
rious factors, notably financial pres- 
sure which slashed picture budgets 
so severely that what was once paid 
for a hit show must now suffice 
for more than half the entire pro- 
duction cost of a film. Another re- 
straining force is Hollywood's bitter 
recollection of hit shows which be- 
came flop pictures and other hit 
shows which haven't even reached 
the screen, 

Still another, and important, is 
the release date problem caused by 
a legit producer’s reluctance to set 
an early date for release of the pic- 
ture version of his show which in- 
evitably kills any chance of further 
profit for the play. 

Novelty Killed 

Experience has taught picture 
men that a purchase contract on a 
hit show calling for delayed release 
is almost always fatal, because rival 
companies quickly put various film 
versions of the hit show into pro- 
duction and beat the purchaser of 
the original piece to the theatres. 

Comparison of previous purchase 
prices on plays for pictures to prices 
now being paid demonstrates to 
what extent the Hollywood revenue 
for legit has dwindled. Among the 
high figures paid in the era of con- 
tentment were $225,000 for ‘Broad- 
way’ (Universal), $157,000 for 
‘Street Scene’ (United Artists), 
$110,000 for ‘Sons O’ Guns’ (United 
Artist—unproduced), ‘Greeks Had a 
Word For It’ $110,000 (Goldwyn), 
$85,000 for ‘American Tragedy’ 
(Paramount), and $100,000 for ‘Front 
Page’ (Howard Hughes). Highest 
price pair for a stage piece in the 
past six months is the $90,000 Metro 
dished out for ‘Strange Interlude.’ 
On its ‘Grand Hotel’ deal Metro 
put up $55,000 for financing the 
ry version and _ received this 
55,000 back plus picture rights. In 
sak er words, it starts from scratch. 

Current Prices 
Examples of current prices, tur- 
ther taking into consideration that 
legit buys for pictures have become 
rare, typify the chopped picture 
budgets. A $15,000 rights buy from 
pictures gives the legit producers 
$7,500, minus commissions, after 
the required three weeks LGroadway 
run. This figure affords little 
chance for the producer of a flop 
show to get anything out of the 
Hollywood end, especially after he 
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RELEASE (ATES | Winter Garden Rent Puts Shubert 


Receivers Technically Of the Nut 





B’way’s Lead 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 

Before leaving for Holly- 
wood and a picture contract, 
George Brent was asked to 
stay in New York by Lee Shu- 
bert. 

Shubert told 
you leave us, Bert 
be the only leading 
on Broadway.’ 


actor: ‘If 
Lytell will 
man left 


the 











Picture Colony 
Lets Gillette's 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 
Opening night of William Gillett« 
in ‘Sherlock !’olmes,’ at the Bilt- 


more, was a tribute to the 78-year- 
old stage veteran from the public 
that remembered him as one of 
America’s stage idols. But the def- 
erence due him from his own pro- 
fession, those who are gathered 
here in Hollywood, was lacking. 

With the exception of George 
Arliss, Ralph Forbes, Louise Dres- 
ser and one or two others, the au- 
dience was minus pictures names. 
Rest of the house was well filled 
with older people reviving the days 
when Gillette was their big mo- 
ment, j 

Gillette shows the wear and tear 
of his farewell tour of 12 weeks 
of which five have elapsed. Open- 
ing in Boston, the show jumped to 
Toronto for a week. From that 
Canadian city it hopped to Des 
Moines, which isn’t exactly across 
the street. Denver and Salt Lake 
City folowed, then L.A 

From here, a week of one night 
stands follow, then San Francisco 
for a week. Remainder of the time 
is one and two-nighters through the 
northwest with the closing week 
set for Minneapolis. A _ pretty 
strenuous tour for an actor of Gil- 
lette’s years. 

Tour so far has been spotty with 

some towns supporting while others 
let the show go hungry. 
In the cast with Gillette is Will- 
iam Postance who also directed the 
play. Postance, incidentally, staged 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ when it was first 
produced in 1898. 





Play and Story Agents 
Expect Film Buy Spurt 


Spurt in story and play buying on 
the part of the studios is expected 
immediately by agents and legit 
producers, as the film men start 
to prepare next season’s product. 
With story conferences now on, 
script peddlers are priming them- 
selves to be_ready. 

Factor that has improved the 
outlook for the yarn lads is the} 


recent entry of shows that look 
good for Hollywood and have been} 
favorably reported on for talker 


chances. Previously 
been undergoing a 
film 
however, are 

cept for smash 


1% te | 


‘Mare’ Legit First | 
Holly 
to Bartlett Cormack 


heavy famine on| 
Prices being 
still way down, 
material. 


Vaiues. 


| 

J 

Broadway nad | 
| 

paid, | 


€x- 


wood, Feb. 1. 


Option given 





carries the show for those necessary 
three weeks. 





Duffy’ Wants Wolf 
Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 
Henry Duffy is negoti: with 


iting 





go if not set for the Gaiety. House 


Manny Wolf to assist in coast pro- 


only got ‘Peter Flies High’ for a rages of ‘Louder Please.’ Wolf = 


week. 


in New York. 


and Barney Glazer for the drama- | 
tization of Gene Fowler's ‘Shoe th 

Wild Mare,’ expiring, was advanced | 
another four weeks when Fowle: 
saw what the authors are turning 

out. 

Meanwhile Fowler had turned 
down a couple of picture offers on | 
the theory he'd rather see his | 
brainchild a play before ontne i 


picture treatment 


‘Sherlock Pass. 


the Shubert Theatre 


Corporation has a long way 


Although 
to £0 
to work out of its crisis, right now 


the Shubert receivership is in bet- 


ter financial shape than at any 
time since the courts. took over the 
situation. There is money in the 


bank and the operating deficit is be- 


lieved to have been wiped out, 


That came about when last week 
Warners paid the receivers $200,000 
on account of advance rent of the 
Winter Garden House is under 
lease to Warners, the rental being 
$300,000 annually In advance. The 


withheld payment for a 
ing $75,000 due from the 
Shuberts througn the pooling of 
theatres in = Philadelphia. Claim 
specifically is based on money due 
the Warner owned Stanley theatre 
in that city. Pool has been in op- 
ration several years and includes 
Erlanger, Shubert and Warner the- 
atres, general idea being a pooling 
of total receipts and pro-rating of 
profits and losses. 
Yield Saves Contest 

The Irving Trust’s representative 
Charles Fisk, co-receiver with Lee 
Shubert, took legal steps to obtain 
the advance Winter Garden rent. 
Warners decided not to contest, 
since it would require costly filing 
of a large bond and other items. K 
was agreed to pay the receivers 
$200,000 on account, the balance bee 
ing held in abeyance pending set- 
tlement of the pooling claim. There- 
upon the receivers withdrew the 
court action. 

Largest disbursement made from 
the money so obtained was $50,000 
which took up that amount .of re- 
ceivers’ certificates, bought by Lee 
Shubert. Balance of the $150,000 
issue was not disposed of. The 
certificates were due for retirement 
Monday (Feb. 1), but without the 
windfall from Warners, payment 
could not have been made and the 
time limit would have been ex- 
tended. 

Winter Garden is owned by the 
Trebuhs Realty Co., a concern pri- 
vately owned by the Shuberts. Lat- 
ter rented it to the theatres cor- 
poration for $100,000 plus $50,000 in 
taxes and carrying charges and it 
was sub-let to Warners for double 
the total. While rent to the Tre- 
buhs is or will be due if is not pay- 
able in advance. Therefore, the total 
paid by Warners is available to the 
receivers and if rent is not paid the 
Shuberts realty company, latter 
will likely be in no different status 
than ordinary creditors. Warners’ 
Garden lease has another year to go. 
Last week the receivership op- 
eration was not quite as good as the 
previous week, but about broke 
even. One of two new shows 
failed to come up to expectations. 
Lee Shubert is due back from Palm 
seach next Monday, recuperating 
from an operation. Shortly after- 
ward a reorganization plan is ex- 
pected to be submitted to bond- 
holders and other creditors. 


Foreclosures Filed 
Foreclosure proceedings were filed 


Warners 
time, claim 





| first morgage on the Majestic, 


ithree 


Saturday (30) by the trustees of the 
Roy- 
The trio 
the Chanins 


ale and 
were 


Masque theatres. 
purchased from 


by the Shubert corporation about 
two years ago. About $80,000 is 


owed in interest and taxes, and the 


|receivers stated the corporation was 


in no position to pay. 

Because of the heavy carrying 
charges the receivers thought it best 
to let the theatres slide, but the 
United Cigar Stores and S. W. 


| Strauss hesitated in taking action, 


the trustee finally doing so. 


Firet 


| mortgages, mostly owned by United, 
}amount to $1,750,000. 


On top of that 
Lee Shubert has a second mortgage 
of $850,060. Total valuation of the 
theatres was $3,335,000. which 
was the origina] purchase price 

Trustee's action resulted in 
Switching the hooking of ‘If Booth 
|\Had Missed’ from the Royale te 
Maxine Elliott’s, where it opens 
Thursdayy (4). 
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FUTURE PLAYS 








‘Bridal Wise, by Albert Hackett 
and Frances Goodrich (Mrs. Hack- 


eit), will find Madge Kennedy in 
the lead. Sigourney Thayer pro- 
ducing. 


‘Inside Story’ to open by A. H. 
Woods at the National in about 10 
days. Louis Calhern and Margue- 
rite Churchill have the leads, with 
east including Brian Donlevy, Gage 
Clark. Harriet McGibbon, Rita Vale 
and Frances Tannehill. 

Soon as piece gets going Woods 
expects to start work on ‘Lone 
Valley,” a new play by Sophie 
Treadwell. Jane Cowl being talked 
of as possible star for this play. 

‘| Was Waiting for You,’ French 
play by Jaques Nathanson, is 
Guthrie McClintic prospect. Melville 
Baker adapted and McClintic would 
like to start on it right away. 

Piece was owned by Jed Harris 
for some time, with Harris about 


to produce it several times but 
never able to find a cast for it. 
‘A Few Wild Oats’ by Arthur 


Hoerl, was due to go into rehearsal 
yesterday (1) for George Staten. 
Due at the Forrest in about three 
weeks, opening cold. 

‘New York to Cherbourg,’ by H. 
G. Buller, is expected to go into re- 
hearsal shortly with Samuel R. 
Golding as producer. In the cast 
are Taylor Holmes, Natalie Schafer, 
Gerald Kent, Jucelyn Gordon, J. 
Malcolm Dunn, Eleanor W. Williams 
and Edwin Raquello 

‘Warrior’s Husband’ by Julian 
Thompson, being prepared for im- 
mediate production by Harry Moses. 
Romney Brent and Jean Dixon in 
lead parts. Play was previously 
owned by Arthur Hopkins. 

Untitled comedy, by Daniel N. 
Rubin, will go into rehearsal at the 
Golden theatre this week as John 
Golden’s next. After a road tryout 
it will be brought into N. Y. about 
Mar. 1. Featured players will be 
Frank Craven and Thomas Mitchell. 
This will be Mitchell’s first work for 
Golden since ‘The Wisdorn Tooth.’ 
Earlier in the season he was in his 
own ‘Cloudy With Showers.’ 





Casey Co. Quits Cincy 





Cincinnati, Feb. 1. 

After six weeks of poor business 
at the Cox, the Arthur Casey re- 
portory company, closed Saturday 
night. Company was preparing to 
offer ‘As Husbands Go,’ with Bev- 
erly Bayne as guest star, when the 
folding notice went up. 

House seats 1,300. Scale was 50c 
to $1. A seven-piece orchestra and 
10 stage hands were employed. 

No tenant in prospect for the Cox 
which, except for the stay of the 
Casey players, was dark since last 
spring, when the National Players 
ended a season of stock. 


Hart Stock Strands 





St. Louis, Feb. 1. 

The Mary Hart Players closed 
and stranded ut the Orpheum Sat- 
urday. Stock organization was in 
its third season. 

No security protecting salaries 
nor return transportation was on 
deposit with Equity. Latter stated 
that players were so advised when 
accepting engagements. Equity 
also explained the usual guarantee 
was not demanded of the Hart stock 
because it was in existance prior to 
the guarantee rule and had not de- 
faulted heretofore. 


Loop Showboat Scheme 


Off; Contractor Sues 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

lans for a showboat on the Chi- 
cago River, promoted several 
months ago by Ralph Kettering, has 
blown up with a suit filed by J. M. 
Weller, building contractor, asking 
receivership for the Showboat Dixi- 
ana Corp., of which Kettering is 
president. 

Weller started action last month, 
obtaining a judgment for $3,850 
against the company for breach of 
contract. According to the bill of 
complaint outfit was incorporated in 
this state last October, but ran out 
of a bankroll before getting started. 








Lande’s Party 
Shuberts have let go of ‘Petting 
Party,’ by James M. Cain and Orrie 
Lashin. Irving Lande has the script 
and intends producing it immedi- 
ately. 


British Opera Treup 
Strands in Winnipeg 


Winnipeg, Feb. 1. 


The English Light opera troupe, 


playing ‘Sinbad the Sailor’ at the 
Walker here, are Denniless, and 


without funds to get them back to 
England. Thirty of the original 
company are still here. 

Press here is making a feature 
of the stranding with the result 
the actors are being invited by 
Winnipeggers. Henry Jaxon, the 
musical leader, who with a com- 
mittee cf three—himself, the comic 
and the baritone—brought the co. 
on commonwealth from Vancouver, 
is living on tea and toast. 

The biz here was terrible. A local 
chorus used, didn’t even get cos- 
tumes, 

It is understood that applications 
have been made to the immigration 
authorities to get them back to old 
country. 


Coast Polo 
Cssiiakiae Aeada page 1) 


Fanchon & Marco units perform- 
ing between chukkers. 


Polo for the mob is still on a 
small scale, but is expected to build 
rapidly. Participation of picture 
names in the contests has helped 
interest among local sporting edi- 
tors who formerly looked on polo 
as a millionaires’ pastime in which 
readers weren't interested. Public- 
ity for Sunday games now occupies 
a prominent place on sports pages 
of Los Angeles dailies, 

Double Draw 
Promoters have also given the 
idea impetus by reducins prices. 
Games can be witnessed now for 
50 cents with all seats alongside the 
field. Prices go to $1 and $1.50, 
latter usually top. Chamber of 
Commerce is also assisting and 
aided in geting the Mexican army 
team here for a series of games, 
which attracted wide attention. 


Sunday contests now draw as 
many celebs as a premiere, Friends 
of the participants come out to see 
how thp ‘name’ uses his expensive 
accoutrements. Game played Sun- 
day (24) between Los Indios and 
Riviera was publicized as the polo 
debut of Robert Montgomery. Actor 
had been practicing a year before 
entering his first contest. 


Gallery this day read like a who’s 
who of the studios. Of the eight 
players five were well known 
through their film jobs. John Crom- 
well, Paramount director, rode on 
Montgomery’s team, the Riviera. 
The Los Indios quartet included 
Lucien Hubbard, Warner Bros. exec, 
Raymond Griffith and Darryl Zan- 
uck, 


Despite a cold day, and two other 
polo games, among the spectators 
were Joan Crawford, Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., Reginald Denny, Edna 
Mae Oliver, Chic Sale, Carol Lom- 
bard, William Powell, Mervyn Le- 
Roy, Monroe Owsley and a host of 
minor celebs. 


Pioneers 


Will Rogers and Hal Roach are 
credited with having instigated in- 
terest in polo among the picture 
colony. Other studio people who 
play are Reginald Denny, Clark 
Gable, Ralph Forbes, C. C. Burr, 
Will Rogers, Jr., and Jimmy and 
Russell Gleason, 


Studios, unofficially, aren’t pleased 
at the chances their high-salaried 
players are taking. That they are 
right was shown in the accident to 
Denny last week, when a horse 
walked over him, injured his back, 
and put the actor in bed, 


It’s conservatively estimated that 
the film crowd now has $750,000 in- 
vested in horses, fields and equip- 
ment. Zanuck has had a field con- 
structed right across the river from 
the Warner Burbank studio so he 
can practice when time permits. 
Roach also has his own field, a 
half mile from his studio. 





CAST CHANGES 

Louis’ Calhern went from A, IL. 
Jones’ ‘Brief Moment’ into Al 
Woods’ ‘Inside Story.’ Latter show 
also got Brian Donlevy from ‘Child 
of Manhattan’ but not sure. Douglas 
Gilmore went out of ‘Zombie’ into 
another piéée. 

Hunter Gardiner for Douglas Gil- 
more, ‘Zombie.’ 

Victor Morley for 
‘Everybody's Welcome.’ 


Cecil Lean, 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Air Minded’ (Davis & Bick- 
erton) Ritz. 
‘Collision’ (Gensler) Fulton. 





Untitled ptay (Golden) 
Golden. 

‘N. Y. to Cherbourg’ (Gold- 
ing) Times Sq. 

‘Laid in Spain (Ziegfeld) 
Ziegfeld. 

‘Child of Manhattan’ (Am- 
bassador Play Co) Erlanger. 

‘Fatal Alibi’ (Jed Harris) 
Booth. 

‘Inside Story’ (Woods) Na- 
tional. 


‘Bough Breaks’ (Lubin) 48th 
‘Zombie’ (Sherwood). 


RICHMOND, ONCE GOOD 
SPOT, BARE OF LEGITS 


Unless a film theatre in that city 
should open up for a dramatic at- 














traction, Richmond, Va., is closed 
to legit. Last stand of the travel- 
ing attractions was in a fraterna) 


hall, with recently taken action 
the city fathers now putting 
slug on that, 

Two shows played Richmond this 
season, one being Maude Adams’ 
troupe. Both attractions played this 
hall, which had been granted tax 
freedom by the city government and 
used for meetings, political get- 
togethers, etc. When it was learned 
by the government that the hall 
was making plenty from the shows, 
the organization was told should the 
booking of attractions continue, an 
annual tax of $18,000 would be 
levied against the property. Move 
has put an effective stop to further 
bookings. 

One-time legit theatres in Rich- 
mond have either been destroyed or 
used for other purposes, City was 
once a strong southern road stand. 


‘GANG’S’ PAYOFF 


Green & Gensler Makes First Pay- 
ment on Account to Actors 


by 
the 











Cast of Green & Gensler’s musi- 
cal, ‘Gang’s All Here,’ have received 
initial payments on the amounts 
claimed due by them from the pro- 
ducers. Occasion is Gensler’s new 
show, ‘Collision,’ now rehearsing. 
About $13,000 was stated to remain 
unpaid of the large musical, with 
Equity asking something to allow 
the new production. 

Despite Gensler’s solo billing on 
the show, Green is said to be 
in on the production, spiking re- 
ports of a split between them. Of- 
fered angle of Green getting no 
mention is that the lion’s share of 
the ‘Gang’ affair was accredited to 
him. 

Likewise Green is said to be asso- 
ciated with A. L. Jones in the lat- 
ter’s take over of ‘Social Register’ 
and ‘Brief Moment.’ 





Exploitation 


(Continued from page 17) 


pulp stock and bases the display on 
a three-column cut from the press 
book. No one else in town uses the 
same idea, so the sight of the highly 
colored slips reminds of the theatre. 


Fish-Bowl Gag 


Cleveland. 

Invisible fish-in-bowl stunt was 
given a new angle by Bob Newkirk 
of Loew’s Liberty. Lobby sign over 
bowl asking suckers to watch for 
the fish’s feeding time drew bigger 
crowds when Newkirk solemnly 
dropped spoonful of grain suger in 
water, 

Sugar disappeared with a pop 
which made one mugg want to see 
if fish would go for grape-nuts, 








Singing Ladies 
Akron. 

For ‘Ladies of Big House’ Loew’s 
used a set of loudspeakers to broad- 
cast the Prisoner’s Song from the 
marquee, taking the melody from 
a phonograph borrowed from a lo- 
cal dealer in return for a credit 
card, 

Ernie Austgen figured that this 
was the simplest manner of hook- 
ing up to the success of ‘The Big 
House,’ 





Kidding the Title 


Only good up north, but at least 
one manager is preparing to peram- 
bulate a very black mammy and a 
striking blonde in an open auto 
bannered for ‘Two Kinds of Women.’ 
Manager figures that the title is in- 
teresting and that if he can get them 
sold on the title they will come to 
see what it is all about. 

In another town a beauty shop 
will drive on the title with an appeal 
to two kinds of women—those who 





want to look young and those who 
desire to keep young, 





———— 


Concerts 





Radio Piece a Prospect, 
But Klein Maybe Aside 





Arthur Klein may not be in on 
the radio cast musical ‘Radio Per- 
sonalities’ he first started if the 
piece lands on a stage. Tom John- 


| son, author of the book, understood 
| to be handling the show and work- 


| 





ing on setting it for a theatre. 
Eddie Dowling reported out of 

jcast. Two others named Phil Cook. 

Frank Crumit and Julia Sander- 


son reported in. 

Majestic, Brooklyn, may be the 
tryout spot. Klein figured against 
bringing the piece in unless a thea- 
tre on Broadway could be obtained, 
with the Hollywood first mentioned, 
but out when Klein couldn't ar- 
range for broadcasting the show 
and Lou Holtz came in with his 
vaude policy. Klein is still said to 
be talking with B. S. Moss about 
the latter’s Broadway. 





Gloomy Speaks 





(Continued from page 1) 


bing whatever loose change might 
be floating in the direction of the 
door man, the check room girls, the 
wash room attendants and the girls 
peddling cigars, cigarettes and 
novelties. Having paid their rent 
for a year, the boys are worried lest 
they lose their investment in clubs 
that have been running only a few 
months, the operators seldom mak- 
ing refunds, despite the fact that 
the money advanced by the conces- 
sion boys often was sufficient to 
outfit the joint. The highest price 
paid for a nite club concession was 
$12,500, laid on the line for one of 
Texas Guinan’s last ventures along 
the main stem, 

Some of the lads are feeling the 
pinch of low profits on their invest- 
ment to the extent they are threat- 
ening to go into legitimate business 
if they find that is profitable. 





Meyers For Mayor 


(Continued from page 1) 


elected he would assuredly make a 
unique mayor. He promises to ap- 
point competent men as department 
heads, he being the playboy who 
would kiss babies, greet film and 
stage stars and lead parades. 


On a matter of speeches he steals 
the show 2nd gets applause, but will 
it be applesauce when ballots are 
counted is question? Temper of the 
voters against professional poli- 
ticians is such now that anything 
may happen, so Vic may get the 
votes as well as glory and pub- 
licity. 

Even at a Methodist church po- 
litical meeting Meyers was hit, al- 
though he explained he had two 
speeches for that day, one for 
church and one for Elks Club, mis- 
placing church speech he had to de- 
liver Elks’ speech. In a series of 
articles for the ‘Times’ his life his- 
tory and aspirations are humorously 
set forth, such as that when two 
years old his father told him taxa- 
tion stories instead of nursery tales. 


Theatre Man In, Too 


What many believed a publicity 
lark and comic campaign is apt to 
become something new in obtaining 
votes. Former Mayor Frank Ed- 
wards, also a@ showman, may be 
nominated with Meyers at the pri- 
mary election Feb, 23 when two will 
reach final election of March 8. 
Voters might then have to choose 
between a band leader and a the- 
atre manager. A record registra- 
tion of 150,000 voters is indicated. 


Newspapers all over the nation 
are giving space to Meyers as the 
Sax (aphone) appeal candidate, 
considered an advantage over the 
politicians and unimaginative op- 
ponents. Having the council and 
mayor co-operate with the Chamber 
of Commerce is one of Meyers’ se- 
rious planks, 





Sarg’s Dolls in Tent 


A troupe of Tony Sarg’s mario- 
nettes will be taken out under can- 
vas this summer, Outfit will be 
played a la circus, 


Ernest Briggs is preparing the 
show, to run for about two hours 
for a top around 60c, First time 
company of his type has. played 
under a top, 


. By Sallie 





25 Minute Selection 
Paderewski appeared at Carnegia 
Hall Saturday afternoon in a ree 


cital and held an audience spell. 
| bound for two hours and a quarter, 
It was one of those rare occasions, 

His first number, Symphonie 
Etudes, by Schumann, required 25 
minutes, 


Praiseworthy Contralto 
Only praise can be registered for 
the 


contralto, Sigrid Onegin, who 
appeared at Town Hall. Possessed 
of a rich--and warm voice, this 
songstress also has an engaging 


personality. 

A group of Franz and Jensen, and 
two excerpts from the Macbeth 
opera of Verdi (done in English), 
covered the first part of the pro- 
gram. Climax was some tuneful 
lullabies. 


The Delightful Lily 


Rossini’s ‘Barber of Seville’ in- 
cluded Lily Pons, always a delight, 

Armand Tokatyan, De Luca, Figae 
rio, Pinza, Bassioli, Pompilio, Mae 
latesta, Bartolo and Gandolfi regis« 
tered in the male parts as well as 
Henriette Wakefield, all coming in 
for their share of prominence at the 
Metropolitan. 





Romantic Pianiste 

At Hall, Herma Menth 
appeared in a piano recital, repeat- 
ing her former success. She gave 
an interesting program and her en- 
gaging personality always regis- 
ters with her fashionable audience, 

A wild bob above her black taf- 
feta sleeveless gown, with hall 
lights dimmed, and the subdued 
lights of the stage made her a roe 
mantic figure. 


Prize Winner Debuts 
Kurtis Brownell, tenor, one of the 
Walter W. Naum- 
burg Foundation prize, gave a re- 
cital at Town Hall. His voice is of 
a light lyric texture and he uses it 
well, 

Program carried songs in French, 
English, German and _ Italian. 
Brownell’s main fault seems to be 
in forcing his voice. Reaching the 
high fortes seems not only a strain 
but an. effort. <A large audience 
tendered a warm welcome. 


Roerich 





winners of the 





In Five Tongues 

Ray Porter Miller, appearing in 
an American beauty velvet gown, 
was a pleasing stage picture in a 
recital at the Barbizon-Plaza. Miss 
Miller sang in five languages, 
Leonard Rudko accompanying. 

Miss Miller sings with animation 
and gives color to her singing of 
the little songs of Beethoven and 
Debussy. In her final group Buzzi- 
Peccia’s ‘Under the Greenwood 
Tree’ brought a storm of applause, 





Blumenthal’s Bond 


Equity wanted cash or security 
as a bond for the cast of ‘Child of 
Manhattan,’ which Mrs, Blumen- 
thal (Peggy Fears) and Walter 
Wanger are backing. Blumenthal 
usked Equity if a personal letter of 
guarantee was okay. It wasn’t, but 
a bank letter was acceptable as 
equal to cash. 


Equity’s angle is that Blumey, 
not being a producer, could waltz 
out if he felt like it, leaving that 
organization to collect by suit. No 
lead has been found up to yesterday 
(Monday) afternoon for ‘Child of 
Manhattan.’ Settlement of the issu® 
is looked for today (Tuesday). 





Engagements 


Ralph Nairn, Eva Condon, Porter 
Hall, Tom Fadden, James Hagan, 
Frances Dade, ‘Collision.’ 

Edw. J. McNamara, Nedda Har- 
rigan, John T. Doyle, ‘Monkey.’ 

Clyde Franklin, ‘When the Bough 
Breaks,’ 

Claude Rains, Wm. Harrigan, 
John Daly Murphy, Henry Hull, 
Egon Breecher, Alma Kruger, ES4-; 
F. Nannary, Barry Maccolum, 
‘Moon in Yellow River.’ 

Prian Donleavy, Rita Vale, Geo. 
Clark, Frances Tannehill, Harriet 
McGibbon, ‘Inside Story.’ 

Paul Guilfoyle, Barton McLan¢, 
Ruth Fallows, ‘Sander the Great. 








Jean Dixon, ‘Warrior's Husband.’ 
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Follies’ $35,000, 





Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Weather last week pendulumed 
from balmy spring to 10 above zero, 
with the boxoffice reacting as craz- 
fly as the thermometer, but in the 
opposite direction. Cool Sun lay 
found the pace brisk for |} 


evening 


all the musicals and the better | 
a@ramas. Next day’s mercury flight | 


knocked the bottom out of business 
all along the line, but the recovery 
from Wednesday on was bullish 
enough to give every one of the 
favorites a _ sturdy final tally. 
Crowds to the auto show, which 
opened Saturday, are being banked 
upon for strong aid during the cur- 
rent lap. 

Top gross for the season was 
earved out by the ‘Follies’ last week, 


with the statement for nine per- 
formances at $440 top showing 
eubstantially better than $35,000. 


B.o. rush here given impetus by the 
announcement that the Ziegfeld 
merry-merry was cutting down its 
session at the [Illinois to three 
weeks. Advance sale and agency 
call indicates the revue will have 
no trouble winding up the current 
and final week with a similar flour- 


ish. Withdrawal of Al Jolson’s 
‘Wonder Bar’ from the field and 
lack of a musical replacement at 


the Apollo strengthens the expec- 
tation. 
Jolson Out on Good Figure 
Pullout stanza, his fifth, gave 
Jolson close to $28,000, a drop of 
five grand from the previous take, 


but at that the expected easeoff 
left plenty of profit for all con- 
terned. Curtainless extravaganza 


moved on to Milwaukee on a seven- 
day ticket. 

‘Grand Hotel’ achieved a $25,000 
repeat for its eighth week and 
deemed it worth while to hold on 
until Feb. 27. Dramatic whirligig 
had advertised its present week as 
the last. Looks strong for another 
two weeks, but consensus doubts 
whether it will maintain a profitable 
level beyond that period. 

Sabbath performance gave ‘Rhap- 
sody in Black’ a sellout, but took 
it on the skids with the others the 
next two days. Sharp upturn from 
then on brought the Lew Leslie af- 
fair over the $17,000 mark. Im- 
presses as good for another three 
weeks at least. 


Hefty support from the agencies 
and non-subscribers helped keep the 
Theatre Guild’s ‘As Husbands Go’ 
at the Blackstone up around the 
$12,000 region. Opposition sub- 
scriptioner, ‘Fata Morgana,’ lodged 
at the Harris, got a nice sendoff 
from the dailies, but couldn’t do 
better than around $8,500, with over 
five grand of the latter already in 
the bag from the discountees. 


_ Other exit besides ‘Wonder Bay’ 
was the negligible ‘Samson and 
Delilah,’ starring Ben-Ami. Served 


merely as two-week filler, with the 
gross less than $5,500 for the fort- 
night. 


Maurice Chevalier concert at the 
Erlanger staged a surprisingly solid 
spurt in midweek and drew around 
$13,500 for four matinees and seven 
evening performances. House taken 
over Sunday (31) by a revival of 
‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ scaled on 
the two-for-$3 top plan. 

Nothing else spotted for premier- 
ing until Feb. 7, when the road ver- 
sion of ‘Counselor-at-Law’ unfolds 
at the Selwyn. 

Estimates for Last Week 
- ‘As Husbands Go,’ Blackstone 
{24 week) (C-1,219; $3). Extra 
Subscriber demand held this one 
Within the $12,000 column. Marked 
@rop anticipated for the third and 
closing stanza. ‘Mournng Becomes 
Electra’ penciled here for the 15th. 

‘Follies,’ MTlinois (2d week) 
(R-1,365; $4.40), Only off show 
Monday night, topping $35,000, and 
another good week in prospect. 
Destination following the current 
week not yet set. 

‘Fata Morgana,’ Harris (ist week) 
(D-1084; $3). Draw from outside 
the Dramatic League list disap- 
Pointing. Estimated around $8,500. 
Has three weeks to go. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Grand (Sth week) 
(0-1,365; $3). Topped $25,000, with 
Its lease of life here extended to the 
27th. Sellouts during the latter 
half of the week made up for a not 
80 forte Monday and Tuesday. 

‘Marching By,’ Great Northern 
(8th week) (O-1,165; $3). Clipped 

Own to around $14,000, but still on 
the profit side of the ledger. Al- 
most strictly all cut-rate. 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Garrick (5th 


week) (R-1,319; $2.50). Slipped 
slightly, but nothing to worry 
about. Generous edge over $17,000 


on the week satsfactory to all con- 
eerned, 


¢o2Mson and Delilah,’ Adelphi 
-Nd-final week) (D-1,002; $3). 


695,00 Holds ‘Hotel in Chicago: 
New Season Top 


? 





LEGIT ESTIMATE SYMBOLS 


R—revue; M—musical com- 
edy; D—drama; C—comedy; 
CD—comedy drama; F—farce; 
O—operetia. Capacities and 
top prices also indicated. 











netting less than $3,000 on the exit 


stanza. House dark while Ralph 
Kettering picks another one, with 


a mystery melo the likely newcomer. 


‘Wonder Bar,’ Apollo (5th-final 
week) (R-1,430; $3.85). Engage- 
ment proved that Jolson can still 


depend upon them in Chicago. 
Dropped to around $28,000 for the 
extended week, but plenty of velvet 
left at the figure. In Milwaukee 
for the current week, with a flock of 
one-nighters to follow. Entry of 
‘Everybody’s Welcome’ deferred in- 
definitely for the Apollo, with noth 
ing else in prospect, 
Other Attractions 


Maurice Chevalier (Erlanger) 
took this one several performances 
to get a response from the picture 
element; reactions timed from 
Wednesday matinee piled up a mod- 
erate $13,500 for 11 performances. 


Cornelia Otis Skinner (Stude- 
baker); impersonations coralled 
enough attention to pile up over 
7,000 and to warrant holding her 


over until Thursday of the current 
week, 


Moss’ B’way Again 

B. S. Moss may reopen the Broad- 
Way Triday (5) again under 
policy of pictures and vaude of five 
or six acts. 


a 


The house will possibly 
be booked by one of the independent 
agencies instead of Warner Bros., as 
at first. Up to yesterday (Monday) 
booking had not been set. 


‘Band Wagon’ at $38,000 


Boston, Feb. 1. 

Maurice Chevalier in a two-day 
stand at the Colonial is the only 
new attraction this week willing to 
enter into competition with the Chi- 
cago Grand Opera which opens to- 
night. Opera advance sale reported 
to be largest in years. Last week 
‘Band Wagon’ sold out. Other legits 
just holding their own. 

Last Week Grosses 
‘Band Wagon’ (Colonial). Capac- 
ity and standees in its last week, 
excellent $35,000. 

‘Good Companions’ (Shubert). 
Third week around $12,000, which is 
about level of engagement. 

‘Unexpected Husband’ (Hollis). 
Opening week bad at $6,000, holding 
over for a second. 

‘Trick for Trick’ (Plymouth). Fair 
at $9,000 for opening week. Pro- 
fessional Players’ auspices gives it 
a guarantee, 

‘Explorers of the World’ 
mont). Flicker in 
house poor $4,000, 


(Tre- 
a well-papered 


Negro Show Suit 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 


A. R. Simons has filed suit here 
against Rodney Pantages, Harold 
Moorehouse and Arthur _ Silber, 


owners of the successful Negro mu- 
sical, ‘Lucky Day,’ to establish his 
claim to a one sixth interest in 
that show, 

Papers state that he purchased 
the one sixth right originally held 
by John Clein, promotor, for $1,000 
when Clein was unable to con- 
tinue, 


Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 

Jean Jostyn and Bruce Booth, ac- 
tors, decided running the Na<onal 
Stock Co., at the Figueroa, was just 
so many headaches and quit Sat- 
urday (30). 

They had struggled through one 
week of ‘The Eleventh Hour.’ Ac- 
tors took over the company when 
Al Kantor, who started it, tossed 
in the towel. 


MAX LIEF EAST 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Max Lief is east-bound to write 
the book with his brother, Matt, for 
feywood Broun’s next musical 








Made no impression from the start, 


Stage Struck.’ 


Minneapolis B. 0. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 1. 
The Russian revue, ‘The Blue 
Bird,’ did satisfactorily at the Met- 
ropolitan, grossing close to $3,000 
for four performances, Next attrac- 
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Dearth of Fresh B'way Hits Hurts; 
Youmans Musical Disappointing 











Tops Boston Currents | 


L. A. Co-Op Stock Vamps | 


tion Ben Green Players Feb. 22, 24. 
‘Bird in Hand’ gave the Bain- 
bridge Stock a good week, pulling 
about $4,500. 
With ‘Speed Girls’ the Harry 
| Hirsch burlesque stock, aid by 
| professional wrestli mat d 
about $3,000, fair. 


L.A. Bright Spot 
In Western Legit; 
Hits Revive Runs 





of the Rockies. Business is 


holding up and indicates that it will 
hang on. Weather conditions and 
a seeming tempering of the depres- 
sion are contributors, with 
ber of good shows naturally 
convincers, 

William Gillette in ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ opened an li-day stay at 
the Biltmore Wednesday on what is 
still billed as his farewell. Opening 
night was a sellout, with the picture 
mob in attendance to pay 
After that the business fell with the 
first form performances getting only 
$6,500. The $3 ton hurt. 

‘Grand Hotel’ holds strong. 
Day’ exits Sunday (7). Looks like 
they'll get 10 weeks out of the town 
before hiking north, 

‘The Fall Guy’ and ‘The Unex- 
pected Husband’ are mild, 
take in both cases is above average. 
‘Easy for Zee Zee’ at the Music Box 
hangs on by the grace of two-for- 
ones. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Fall Guy,’ El Capitan (2d 
week) (C-1,571-$1.50). Gleasons 
credited with keeping the b.o. from 
slipping below $5,000—about aver- 
age business. 


west 


a num- 


Playhouse (2d week) (C-1,152-$2). 
At $5,300 for the second week, not 
so hot for Edward Everett Horton, 
but profitable with a small nut, 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Belasco (6th week) 
(D-1,103-$2.50). Ace draw of the 
town slipped about two e’s this 
week to $16,000, but no kick. 

‘Easy for Zee Zee,’ Music Box (6th 
week) (C-965-$1.50). Two-for-ones 
couldn’t get over $1,900, which is 
about $1,000 over the niit. 

‘Lucky Day,’ Mayan (5th week) 
(R-1,492-$2). Colored musical keeps 
drawing well, with colored patron- 
age packing the shelf; $14,000 is 
about the average for past three 
weeks. Closes 7. 

‘Sherlock Holmes,’ Biltmore (first 
four days) (CD-1,656-$3). William 
Gillette fans flocked to see their 
one-time mat idol, at the opening 
but then biz dropped. First few 
shows $6,500, 


Joe Brown Holds Level 
In Third Frisco Week 


San Francisco, Feb. 1. 

The legit in San Francisco is just 
a team of plays right now, but 
they’re rattling along at a sweet 
pace, each of the offerings, in third 
week, holding up to a first week 
average. 

Third stanza of Joe E. Brown in 
‘Square Crooks’ at Duffy’s Alcazar 
continued to draw $7,500, same fig- 
ure as on first and second weeks. 
Seven days mere than ‘The Mons- 
ter.’ 

Erlanger’s Columbia with third 
week of Shakespearean repertoire 
held up exceptionally well with $9,- 








000. Stayed over for two extra days, 
which should add two grand more, 
| making about $11,000 before the 


fadeout. 

Coming are Richard 
‘Cyrano de Bergerac 
Gt and ‘Crazy Quilt’ 
Curran. 


Bennett in 
t the 


21 at 


Feb. 8 a 


Feb. 


ary, 





Copyright Law Up 


A delegation of playwrights and 
authors will appear before the Pa- 
tents Committee in Washington to- 
(2) in another effort to modern- 
the copyright law. Most 
gre sought is the 


divisibility in’ 





day 
ize 

portant 
tion 


+ 
uLce, 


intre- 


the 


ehan 


du of o 
stat 

Authors contend that materi 
sold in story form is subject to fe- 
sale for other usages by some pub- 
jlishers and they seek to have the 
jlaw specify what rights may be 
jtained by authors, 


i] 





the | 


tribute. | 


‘Lucky | 


but the} 


‘Unexpected Husband,’ Hollywood | 


im- 


Business for Broadway's leaders 
again held to good mone That 
applied } ome- 
dies and d RB the latter 

vO \ ibited 
one I 
ing } 

Bar: ext week 
ino likel Lue I Feb. 

5. es) vo } wee] 
;one being in the Villag 
| Last week’s incoming attra n 
| were disappointing Vincent You- 
jmans’ ‘Through the Years’ (musi- 


ical version of 
jat the Manhattan, 


| 


Through’), | 


opened to a bril- 


smiliin 


jliant first night audience, but the 
notices were mixed and there was 
little agency demand thereafter. | 


‘House of Doom’ 
at the Masque; 


started and closed 


‘East of Broadway’ 


at the Belmont, was also panned 
Los Angeles, Feb. 1. getting under $750 in seven times. | 
Los Angeles continues to be the} Most likely entrant last week was 
. . the revival of ‘Robin Hood,’ which 
ne hrioc rot Sal the soit ) YY ’ sigs ’ . 
;one bright spot on the legit may Pee ee good for & month at 


Erlanger’s. 

Additional closing last Saturday 
was ‘Papavert,’ at the Vanderbilt. 
On two tries it played a week and | 
'four days. Definitely out this week 
is ‘Experience Unnecessary,’ Long- 


| acre. Neither house has another | 

|} attraction. | 
Due next week: ‘The Fatal Alibi,’ 

| Booth; ‘Jewelry Robbery’ moving 


from 


there to the Mansfield; ‘Air 
| Minded,’ Ritz; Maurice Chevalier, 
| Fulton for two weeks: ‘Trick for | 


; Trick’ a possibility, with ‘Zombie’ 
again mentioned. Likely card for 
the following week: ‘Face the Mu- 


sic,’ the Sam Harris-Irving Berlin | 
musical, New Amsterdam; ‘The In- | 
side Story,’ A. H. Woods present- 
ing, National; ‘There Is Always Ju- | 





liet,’ from London, at the Empire; | 
‘When the Bough Breaks,’ 8th |; 


Street, and ‘Blessed Event.’ 
There are at least six attractions | 
being kept alive by cut rates. In-| 
cluded are two musicals, 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Barretts, Empire (47th week) 
(C-1,099-$3.85). Another two weeks | 
and then to road; selling out, 
$21,000, 

‘Black Tower,’ Harris (4th week) 
(CD-1,051-$3),. Mystery piece about 
breaking even or bit better; paced 
around $5,500 but hooked up to 
operate modestly. 

‘Brief Moment,’ Cort (13th week) 


the 


(C-1,043-$3). May leave to tour 
soon; about breaking even with 
cut rate aid: $7,000, 


‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (17th week) 
(M-1,416-$4.40). No doubt about 
operetta’s popularity, averaging | 
over $27,000. 

‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (17th 
week) (C-984-$3). Moderate money 
comedy may last through winter; 
last week estimated at $7,500, 

‘Counsellor - at- Law,’ Piymouth 
(14th week) (C-1,042-$3), One of 
the best things of the season; 
comedy holding to $20,000 and over 
which is not much under capacity. 


‘Cynara,’ Morosco (14th week) 
(CD-893-$3), Started out very well 
and is rated among successes al- 


though tapered off lately with esti- 
mated gross $13,000 last week. 


‘Distant Drums,’ Felasco (3rd 
week) (D-1,000-$3). Looks doubt- 
ful; second week no better with 


gross about light in 
this house. 

‘East of Broadway,’ Belmont (3rd 
week) D-1,000-$3). Opened Tuesday | 
of last week; notices adverse and 
second night less than $50. 

‘Everybody's Welcome,’ Shubert 
(16th week) (M-1,325-$3). Under 
cut rate drive pace around $12,060; 
listed for another week or so; mod- 
erate musical. 

‘Experience Unnecessary,’ Long- 
acre (6th week) (C-1,019-$3). Final 
week; due to tour; cut-rated for 
pace around $6,000 or less, 

‘Hay Fever,’ Avon (6th week) (C- 
830-$3). Feminine draw indicated 
by addition of extra matinee this 
week; up again and last week's 
around $10,000; making money. 

‘lf Booth Had Missed,’ Maxine 
| Elliott's (Ist week) (D-924-$3), Pre- 
| sented by Shuberts;: drew attention 
by copping Little Theatre Tourna- 


ment last sé on; announced fo: 


$7,500; very 











Roy ale, 


' 
Saturday 


|} again tilted; 


| week) 
|}into warm weather anticipated; 


second which 


after 


WwW ec 


try, 


lasted a k and two days. 


‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Beck (12th 
week) (C-1,168-$3). Comedy smash 


eross exceed $23 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (2ist week) (R- 
1,168-$5 . Holding up etter 
than anticipated but under pull of 
early months; estimated a bit un- 


ler $27 
‘Springtime for Henry,’ Bijou ($th 


Ou 


good 


week) (F-605-$3). Getting 
money for small cast farce and 
turning neat profit; last week esti- 


mated at $10,500. 

‘The Anima! Kingdom,’ Froad- 
hurst (4th week) (C-1,118-$3). 
Newest of comedy successes; off to 
strong start which has been main- 


tained; over $23,000. 
‘The Bride the Sun Shines On,’ 
Cohan (6th week) (C-1,400-$3). 
Modest operating cost gives this one 
chance to stick for time; cut rated 
to better than $7,000 
‘The Devil Passes,’ SS 
week) (D-1,067-$3). Developing 
Wide popularity; last week gross 
over $20,000, 
‘The Good Fairy,’ Miller 
(C-946-$3). So strong 


Selwyn (5th 


(11th 
run 
up 
last week at 
seale. 

‘The House of Doom,’ Masque. 
Drew worst notices of season and 
yanked after one week. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial 
(13th week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Get- 


to $15,500; capacity 


| ting steady profit, with $30,000 indi- 


cated 2ross, 

‘Through the Years,’ Manhattan 
(24 week) (M-1,271-$4.40). Opened 
Thursday, with opinion divided; 


|; agency demand light after premiere, 


‘Vanities,’ Carroll (24th week) (R,- 


2,550-$3). New edition soon, with 
present revue due for road; about 
half capacity at $30,000. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry- 


more (3d week) (D-1,090-$3). Doing 


|} well enough to profit; first full week 


to better than $11,500. 
Other Attractions 
‘Robin Hood,’ Erlanger’s; revival 
figured good for a month or more, 
‘Marriage of Cana,’ Provincetown; 
postponed; opens tonight. 
Billy Bryant's showboat 
‘Ten Nights in a Barroom.’ 
‘Electra,’ Selwyn; off; 
| discontinued, 


troupe, 
matinees 


‘Electra’ Gets $20,000 
In Pittsburgh 2d Wk. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 
Nixon without competition again 
last week and ‘Electra’ maintained 
pace in second stanza of fortnight, 
getting close to $20,000 and equal- 
ling mark set in opening week, 
First week cared for most of sub- 
scribers, who got $4 seats for regu- 
lar $2 subscription price, while sec- 
ond session took care only of mati- 
nee subscribers, with rest of it b. o. 
cash, 
Showing of 
considered okay 


marathon! drama 
considering pres- 
ent conditions. ‘Inierlude’ hit the 
$100,000 mark two seasons ago in 
three weeks, one of them Holy 
Week. 

Nixon has legit field all to itself 
again this week with Adams-Skin- 
ner’s ‘Merchant of Venice’ in for 
five nights and ‘Band Wagon’ fol- 
lowing against ‘Experience Un- 
necessary’ under subscription au- 
spices at Alvin. 


Next at Erlanger 


After about a full year on Broad- 


way and constituting one of the 
surprises of the season, Milton 
Aborn’s light opera troupe is ex- 


pected to leave the Erlanger the- 
atre around the end of February. 
Slated to replace is Preston Stur- 
gess’ play, ‘Child of Manhattan,’ 
which Ambassador Play Co. is pro- 
ducing and Walter Wanger and 
Mrs. A. C. Blumenthal are angeling. 


Two for Provincetown 





| ‘Jewel Robbery,’ Booth (4th week) | 
(D-708-$3). House gave notice when | 
around $7 improved; ) 
noves to Mansfield next week. “ 
*erfect Alibi’ next week. 
‘Left Bank,’ Little (18th week) (D- | 


530-$3 


rross O00 not 
gro ; n¢ 


e 


musical; started mildly; must im- 


3). Moderate grosses, but ap- | 
pears bettering even break for| 
| house and show; average is $6,000. 
| ‘Little Racketeer,’ 44th St. (34) 
i week) (M-1,463-$4.40). Gross around } 
1 $13.000 not an even break for this | 
' . 
| prove to stick. 
| ‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Guild 
1 (15th week) (D-914-$4). Last week 


at lowered price approximated $26,- 
| 600 in six weekly performances. 
‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (6th | 
|week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Strongest of 
lcurrent musit with capacity at- 
around $36,000, ! 


| tendance; 
} ‘Papavert,’ Vanderbilt. Withdrawn 


i 


ais 


LTOSsS 


| wasn't 


. 
H. R. Travers has the Province- 
town theatre in the Village for two 
shows. First one, ‘Park Avenue, 


Limited,’ by Martha Bierne, starts 


| rehearsals this week. 


After that Travers will do 
‘Bleecker Street,’ by the same 
writer. Latter show was cast some 


time ago for possible showing. It 
shown. 


SISK’S BROTHER HURT 


Joseph F. Sisk, jr., political writer 
on the ‘Baltimore News’ was severe- 
ly injured in an automobile accident 
Friday (29), Crack up gave Sisk 
a fractured skull and internal ine 
juries, sending him to the Gallinger 
| Memorial } nital in Washington, 

Sis] < ther of Robert F,, 
p.a. for the Theatre Guild. 
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94 Mon Double et Ma Moitie 
LAUGHING BOY is attempting to reform for love (‘My Double and My Half’) Through the Years won critical praise out of town, 
when she mects death, as the drama Paris, Jan. 17 Aetig : a Sie tae Ww — is quite eng nememamagar pe Why 
J “eS ati , i i» *“auit: ‘ ree acts presented by Vin-|a les ars actress s 
New Orleans, Jan. 28. ends. Presentation by the Little Comedy in three acts by Sacha Guitry. Coereten Se - A. z ovsonaies fled ~ + : poping ge actress should go 
) » three , and ix scene Theatre here was a world premiere | Theatre de la Madeleine, Paris, Jan, 16. i A ~ ns: book by Brian Hooker nin her stead seems a managerial 
Drama in three acts and six scenes by Nes Auise Seele. Waalia Mec 3 score by Youmans: b } : ees 
Otis Chatfield Taylor based on the novel] and several New Yorkers were on cares oan *S fel e Amite soques, SU" | ivrics by Edward Heyman; staged by Edgar error. 
by Oliver La Farge. Directed by Lemist/ hand at the opening performance, | ** a See MacGregor; dances by Jack Haskell and There is a pit orchestra of 45, leq 
Esler. Settings and costumes by Ethel/ incjuding the author. Rather a local . Max Sheck. af te by William Daly, who did a difficult 
Crumb Brett. Produced at the Little : ( g the autor. Play, sub-titled ‘24 Hours of the! Kathleen .......ccceeeeeeeeees Natalie Hall] joh well. Understood that the fu) 
theatre, New Orleans, Jan. 25. event of proportions. ; Life of a Man’ is given without in- | Kenmeth .........ceeeeeees Michael Bartlett}~ nostra plays i ull 
Water Singer......... Henry E. Groffman But for Broadway, ‘Laughing | j2)° O% A Man, is 5 sped "| Rllen ...........ss.sce222++Marion Ballou| Orchestra plays in total but six 
Wounded. Wace. .ccecece Howard I Bogner| Boy’ in its present form, is im- termission, except a one -minuté€/ pr owen Hiarding......Charles Winninger| times during the performance and 
An Old Man.........+--.--George Gallup | nail le r Samuel. drop of the curtain, the second lFolam Conrteret « ooceccececcces Reginald Owen | the why of so many musicians is not 
Another Old Man........«.. oye D rbes | possibie, half of which Is titled ‘24 Hours of vo Ainleg oS eeccccccccces —_, cone, 28; apparent. Ensembles are limited 
esti Se W'S SON..+.+e- mm S. Ca anes ‘fo of a , , Re cat «ial et PORGREEEE coescccecsntebccs yri jergman ta ; mited, 
ee 8 Son Belicien Mpeg the Life of : Woman.’ It is a short Peeg se ED Seen Martha Mason | however, and the composer-manager 
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‘Laughing Boy’ won the Pulitzer 
prize as a novel and much interest 
has attached to its dramatic possi- 
bilities, so much in fact that Belasco 
had worked on the script of 
Chatfield Taylor’s with a view to 
presenting the play, just prior to 
his death. Assuredly, the Indian 
with his wealth of color, mental and 
atmospheric, and the tremendous 
background of his motivating in- 
fluence could have been welded into 
stirring drama, 

Belasco knew values, every emo- 
tive contact, was a master crafts- 
man and a playmaker. Adroit show- 
man, he would have taken Taylor’s 
play to pieces, deleting whole 
stretches of talk, building cumu- 
lative situations and using his pro- 
ductive touch for the elaboration 
of the matter at hand into sweep- 
ing Grama. But Belasco is gone, 
and so is ‘Laughing Boy.’ 

Taylor’s play is an unwieldy mass 
of words stretching into boredom, 
minus dramatic instinct or a sense 
of values. When will playwrights 
learn that they are hosts and their 
auditors are in fact their guests? 
When will they ever find out that 
every single second of a play’s time 
is valuable? They lose minutes 
that it takes double and treble to 
regain, and many times they lose 
‘their plays as Taylor has done, in 
a first and second act so slow they 
creak, 

The Little Theatre of this city 
gave ‘Laughing Boy’ every item of 
detail it could have received on 
Broadway. Sets and costumes by 
Ethel Crumb Brett were beautiful 
to behold, and artistic in concept, 
with the Navajo atmosphere splen- 
didly maintained. From New Mex- 
ico came jewelry, blankets and 
other properties. Harold Levy com- 
posed music from themes suggested 
by La Farge, and Franz Bloom, of 
Tulane University’s Research de- 
partment, saw to it that the Indian 
lore was all correct. 

The cast while not professional 
in any sense did practically as well 
as an average group. There is no 
call for astounding dramatic skill 
in ‘Laughing Boy’ or plays in its 
sphere. Here, the play is the thing, 
admitting, of course, adequacy and 
competence. 

Taylor's play concerns itself 
mainly with the love of Laughing 
Boy for Slim Girl, the little Indian 
who had been a bad little girl, but 
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notice of the short stop and the 
Paramount film player was slated 
for a personal at McVickers. The 
appearance thing was just a gag, 
meaning a bow, maybe a song or a 
joxe. 3ut by thea time Chevalier 


where and why. 
big loop McVickers was stuffed like 
a Thanksgiving turkey when Che- 
valier dropped in for his hello, de- 
spite his bow took place right at 
the supper hour, the worst possible 
show time. 

Chevalier opened Sunday (24) for 
a full week in town at the legit 
Erlanger. At his first evening show 
business was sad, less than half-a- 
house. Not very many people knew 
Chevalier was in town. At least, 
not the picture fans, who are the 
only ones who would make Che- 
valier’s expected audience. 

This merely gives a portrait of 
the difference. between picture and 
legit exploitation. In this personal 
appearance, the Erlanger and all 
others associated in the showing, 
entirely ignored that Chevalier, in 
this nation at least, is a screen 
personality. No effort was made to 
inform the enormous picture mass 
that ore of their favorites was in 
the burg. The advertising and 
plugging, concentrated on the legit 
tra ie. 

As a result, advance interest was 
so meagre three of the seven mat- 
inees scheduled were cancelled. 
That’s an unfunny laugh, since 
these matinees, if properly handled, 
should have been the big occasions 
for the femme shopping crowd that 
has been going into panics over the 
Chevalier s.a. since he first appeared 
in celluloid. 

It merely once more indicates the 
peculiar twist of the legit mind. 
Their efforts appear to be solely 
confined to printing more two-for- 
one tickets, or denying that they’ll 
print any. They evidently consider 
everything but salesmanship. 

In appealing to the legit mob and 
turning their back on the picture 
fans, the house beautifully slashed 
its own jugular vein. In this town, 
Sunday night, and an opening night 
at that, is a cinch for a sell-out. 
Yet Chevalier, not unknown name, 
starves. The conclusion, then, must 
be that the legit tra?2 wouldn't get 
excited at all about a film moniker, 
and the film trade hadn't been in- 
vited. 

Chevalier is putting on a good 
patronage, both of which are not 
enough to fill this house. Of the 
first are the French, who are com- 
ing in heavily. At the opening night, 
the regular Sunday legit crowd was 
strikingly absent. Some of their 
places were taken by these French, 
not the regular legit mob. 

And besides the French, Chevalier 
is getting that upper crust, in the 
afternoons. But here again, not 
enough to fill a sufficient number of 
seats. Prices at the Erlanger de- 
liver many seats at $1 and 60c. 
Picture houses themselves have 
rates at 85c. 
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Chevalier in putting on a good 
show on his own, assisted only by 
a couple of nifty concert pianists, 
Jacques Fray and Mario Braggiotti. 
These boys begin each half of the 
program, then go into the %com- 
paniment for Chevalier. These two, 
by arrangement with the Columbia 
radio system, are delivering a couple 
of neat piano sessions, Most of 
their stuff is modern, meaning the 
more sophisticated stuff, and is done 
in excellent style and taste. 

But the great portion of the eve- 
ning is sustained by Chevalier, who 
does a real piece of performing. 
For 90 some minutes he worked and 
perspired like a reali trouper, sing- 
ing, mimicking and clowning. He 
told no jokes, merely reciting a few 
personal yarns. Spoke of Para- 
mount, his films and Lubitsch, giv- 
ing that tag: ‘For gossakes, send 
for Lubitsch.’ From his new flicker, 
‘One Hour With You,’ and his other 
films, he warbled a few tunes. 

But these ditties were all just by- 
the-way. He made his best im- 
pression on his French songs, his 
clowning and his impersonations. 
Those were the big moments. He 
tore off three present-day players, 


Buquot, Meyer and Dorville. Then 
into something near home; Rudy 
Vallee and Willie Howard giving 


impersonations of Chevalier. Han- 
dled deftly and with a great lip for 
comedy. 














The French tunes, even though 





hit town, everybody kirew when and 


try villa, and is nicely done. It is 
exceedingly well acted by Andre 
Brule in a dual role, and by Suzanne 
Dantes as his girl friend. Her fame 
was built up by ‘Sex Faible,’ and 
she lives up to it. They are exceed- 
ingly well supported by Emile 


As a result the | Roques, who does a country doctor, 


and Mile. Suffel as a maid. 

Story shows Brule as the male 
half of an unmarried couple having 
had an impromptu affair during a 
trip in Belgium with a woman who 
mistook him for her lover on ac- 
count of their extraordinary like- 
ness, The Belgian lover having 
found out, wants to get in touch 
with the French one, comes to sis 
place while he is out, and, due to 
their likeness, is greeted so affec- 
tionately by the French woman that 
he is found with her by the French- 
man when he returns, to which lat- 
ter cannot say anything, since she 
didn’t know it was not him. 

Play well received, due to the ex- 
cellent playing and clever way in 
which the double role is arranged 
so as to practically give the impres- 
sion there are two people playing 
3rule’s parts. Mazi. 





not directly understood, were en- 
tirely welcome, Chevalier getting 


the idea across on his panto. 
Through it all Chevalier demon- 
strated himself as a solid clown 


and a showman, getting away with 
everything, even his singing, though 
he has no pipes. 

This is the first oZ Chevalier’s 
tour, under the Charles Dillingham 


guidance. He’s going south and 
east after this town, ending his 
journey in New York. Gold. 





STAGE WIVES 


Hollywood, Jan. 24. 

Comedy drama in three acts by Eulalie 
Andreas and Lois Barce, Directed by D. L. 
Brodie. With Harry G. Keenan, Winifred 
Greenwood, Willlam Praden, Austin Bruce, 
Arminta Fuqua, Ruth Pierce, Zepha Sa- 
moiloff, Sardon Kallay and Jane k. Loof- 
bourrow. At the Spotlight Little Theatre 
Club, Hollywood. 





First offering of a new arty the- 
atre going in for original MSS. 
Commercial possibilities are missing 
in ‘Stage Wives,’ which concerns 
itself with a stubborn playwright 
who won't allow his ex-actress wife 
to play in and thereby save his mis- 
cast play. She breaks her promise, 
makes the play a hit after he walks, 
and saves his life when he later re- 
turns and is embroiled in a shooting 
scrape. First act runs over 40 min- 
utes and seems much longer, while 
the second act only requires 10 min- 
utes for its two scenes. Third act 
is a half-hour in length Which 
goes to show. 

Harry G. Keenan, brother of the 
late Frank Keenan, plays the play- 
wright with Winifred Greenwood 
as the spouse, Three youngsters, 
who pep up the otherwise dull tem- 
po, are William Braden, Ruth Pierce 
and Arminta Fuqua. Jane K. Loof- 
bourrow, a second Edna May Oliver, 
hasn’t anything worth while to do. 

Theatre is a former restaurant, 
tastefully converted into a 100- 
seater that has intimacy. Charles 
Maurice is in charge, with Olga 
Printzlau and Oliver Ziegfeld, 
cousin of Flo, actively connected. 
Top is a quarter, which should drag 
in the little theatre devotees. 





Vic Stock Folds 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

After three weeks of tab stock 
and films the Victoria, personally 
owned by Mrs. Caroline Kohl, folds 
Saturday (6). 

Reopening, following a dark 
stretch, a fortnight ago, the house 
never got started, with the Gifford 
Players understood to have been in 
on a guarantee and percentage. 





musicals were dimmed when he pre- 
sented “Through the Years,’ his mu- 
sical version of ‘Smilin’ Through’ at 
the Manhattan. 


Not since ‘Great Day’ has You- 


mans been in the Broadway lime- 
light. ‘The inspiring score of that 
show remains an orchestral favo- 
rite and will for many years to 
come. That his new compositions 
measure up to that of ‘Day’ is not 


clear from first hearing, but indica- 
tions are they are not. Changes in 
the numbers were made during the 
several weeks’ tryout, when the 
show had the book title. It is quite 
likely that some songs replaced were 
more effective and will crop up as 
clicks in some other show. That's 
happened before with Youmans 
numbers. 

Three changes in a company of 
12 were made, the Fast coming just 
prior to the premiere here. The 
reason, except in one instance, is 
vague, and, except in that case, the 
playing strength was weakened. 
Jane Cowl, who co-authored ‘Smilin’ 
Through’ and successfully starred 
in it, coached Norma Terris and 
then Natalie Hall, who replaced 
Miss Terris, although 
name does not appear 
credits. Perhaps Miss Terris was 
physically more suited to the slim 
and whimsical heroine. Miss Hall, 
however, has the vocal excellence 
that the musical version demands. 

Second act slowness or dullness is 
the principal weakness noted, de- 
spite the prank of Charles Winnin- 
ger and his trombone, Nick Long, 
Jr., the champ high jumper of stage 
dancers, and Martha Mason, who 
caper in a ‘musical pantomime.’ 
The most stirring of the tunes, 
‘Drums in My Heart,’ comes in the 
short third act, and there, too, is 
the show’s apparent best laugh. 
White-haired Winninger refutes a 
remark of his old crony by saying, 
‘There may be snow in the moun- 
tains, but there’s warmth in the 
valley. 

The story is set in England at the 
start of the war. John Carteret 
holds a 40-year-old grudge. His 
bride, Moonyeen, had been shot by a 
discarded, drunken admirer on their 
wedding night. Old John, true to 
the first love, believes the spirit of 
Moonyeen comes to him in that very 
garden when the moon is full. His 
niece Kathleen loves Kenneth, son 
of the man who fired the _ shot. 
Neither lover is aware of the tragic 
affair, and when they’ do learn 
about it, that doesn’t matter. But 
the old boy is adamant against the 
match. Dr. Harding, old friend of 
John, is their aid. Kenneth goes to 
the war and returns four years later, 
shell-shocked and badly wounded. 
He thinks himself unfit for the 
waiting Kathleen, but when old 
John comes to understand the error 
of standing between the ldvers he 
brings them together. 

The tragedy is enacted in the sec- 
ond act, requiring most of the leads 
to play dual roles. That goes par- 
ticularly for Miss Hall, who, too, 
appears at the garden gate in the 
guise of Moonyeen. When the first 
number was so splendidly sung and 
encored by Miss Hall and Michael 
Bartlett, looked es though the first 
nighters were in for a_ brilliant 
night. The number is ‘Kathleen 
Mine.” The voices, both strong and 
of fine timbre, provided the kick. 
Bartlett is the young tenor rated a 
find a& year or so ago. He was 
signed by Fox and tarried some 40 
weeks on the Hollywood lot at $1,000 
a week, but was never used. His 
voice would have been welcome 
more times than it was heard in the 
show. ° 

Miss Hal!’s best warbling came 
with ‘Through the Years,’ a theme 
song of beauty and range. ‘Kinda 


Like You’ is also a hit number. It 
was duetted by Long and Miss 
Mason. Latter’s first appearance 


was the opening nigtt, she having 
been hastily substituted for Ada 
May. The replacement was any- 


thing but a happy one. Ada May | 


Miss Cowl’s 
among the 





My Heart,’ on in the last act only. 
Encores were demanded and there 
was some hesitancy in getting the 
chorus back onto the stage. 
‘Through the Years’ has beauty 
and romance, adorned with the You- 
mans score, but it is rather too 
heavy. Ibee. 


EAST OF BROADWAY 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Belmont Jan. 26 by Charles Rowe: written 
by T. Reginald Arkell and Charles Wagen- 
heim; staged by Lew Levenson; James R. 
Waters featured. 





Ida Solomon,....seees Ceocceccs Betty Worth 
Lester King...cees. Soeceveees Joseph Striker 
Mrs. BoloMoOn.ccccccccccdecs Mildred Elliott 
Willie Posmer....esss.+ e+eess-Paul Stewart 
Benny Solomom...csccesessecess .Alfred Corn 
Herschel Solomon........James R. Waters 
Leibkeh MarkowitZe.........6.+/ Abe Sincoff 
Mike Milligan...cccccecce: Jack Williams 
Laura McDonald,......... Paula Bauersmith 
Abie Solomomn......+. ee» William McFadden 
MOWRIRG sacccccecpececocerecs Teddy Hart 
VioiR DORM... cecccccesececes Vesper Nelson 
Gloria Simpson... Hieitie Koehler 
LUpOVitch 2. cccccccsegqecsceeed Al Raymond 
VERE crccecccceecescccecoccvecsé Ann Caruth 
Two Old Men..Edward Murry, J. K. Brown 
ITEN] secesece bSetbeccceucese Irene Holman 

Set in the midst of New York’s 


Ghetto, this dialect play should have 
been funny, but it isn’t. Too mud- 
dled in plot, with the dramatic por- 
tions too tepid for ‘East of Broad- 
way’ to get anywhere. 

Title originally was ‘Half a Life.’ 
but that was before the film ‘West 
of Broadway’ was released. Alex- 
ander Carr was cast for the lead, 
Something happened and then the 
show’s producers selected James R, 
Waters, who, is one of the ‘Gold- 
bergs’ on the NBC broadcast, doubt- 
less figuring the popularity of that 
air commercial would make a good 
hook-up. Alfred Corn, also of the 
Goldberg group, is in this cast. 

Hershel Solomon from Vilna and 
his zoftig wife live in Forsythe 
street, the action occurring mostly 
in their combined kitchen and living 
room of the tenement. Old man 
Solomon has plenty of troubles bee 
cause of the chldren. Abie, the old- 
est, ran off and married a blonde, 
Ida, the daughter, is stuck on Lester 
King, nee Cohn, whom mama fears 
is a Galitziana (supposed to be 
cheap), while he really is a Litvak 
(more a business man, a spender 
and a herring lover). Lester is a 
bookie, and, although his intentions 
are right, he takes Ida to a room’ 
one night. Nothing doing and they 
marry the next day. 

The old man peddles vegetables, 
driving a wagon about the town, 
also having a stand where he lives. 
Sometimes Benny, the 17-year-old 
son, tends the stand after selling 
newspapers. Hershel is a poor man. 
When the kid unwittingly delivers 
dope a dick demands $250 to square 
matters. 

A woman scout for a picture com- 
pany with a Long Island studio, 
seeking a Jewish type, selects Solo- 
mon, With an idea of raising the 
coin the peddler goes to the studio 
(indicated by drapes and prop came- 
era). Lupovitch, noted German di- 
rector, is skeptical but discerns a 
find in Solomon. Back to the tene- 
ment the director calls to sign @ 
contract. Benny is squared easily 
and in the end the old man signs at 
$750 weekly. Thereupon they all go 
on a herring spree—all kinds are 
ordered. 

Waters as Solomon seemed to fit 
the requirements; Al Raymond, for- 
merly of Raymond and Caverly 
(vaude) bobbed up as the picture 
director and okay; of the others they 
liked Paula Bauersmith as the pic- 
ture scout, a sympathetic part. 

‘East of Broadway’ shouldn't smell 
from herring but it does. Ibee. 





Goldtree Piece Fades 
San Francisco, Feb. 1. 


Sid Goldtree’s ‘Whoops, My 
Dear’: faded Saturday (30), at his 
iGreen Street theatre after eight 


fair weeks, 
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Cochran's ‘Helen’ Looks Like Short 


Term London Smash; ‘Naples’ So So 





London, Feb. 1. 

Cochran’s Reinhardt production 
of ‘Helen’ attracted the smartest 
London opening audience of the year 
Saturday night (30) to the Adelphi. 
It was in every way a triumph for 
Cochran with the production, direc- 
tion and casting all calling forth 
pleasant comment. Show will prob- 
ably enjoy great success for a lim- 
ited time because 1t appears to the 
better class. Libraries took a big 
buy. 

Elmer Rice’s American play, ‘See 

Naples and Die’ at the Embassy 
amused its audience during the first 
act. After that there seemed to be 
considerable doubt as to the play’s 
meaning. 
Vaudeville is a tedious farce of du- 
bious patrimony featuring Iris Hoey, 
who gets no chance to do anything. 
Looks like a quick fizzle, 

‘The Last Coupon’ at the Garrick 
is a North country comedy which 
had toured the provinces for some 
time successfully. Was favorably 
received here and looks like a suc- 
cess, despite that the first act 
promises a great deal more than 
develops. 





‘Whose Baby Are You?’ at the 
Vaudeville folded Friday night (29), 
after four days. Show was pre- 
sented by Archie Pitts, husband of 
Gracie Fields, in conjunction with 
a Yorkshire business man, who or- 
dered the closure. 


London Show World 


London, Jan. 19. 

Bostock’s menagerie took to the 
road this week for the last time. 

Known for generations, the fam- 
ous troupe was expected to disband 
when the last of the male Bostocks 
died, removing the direct line. 

Recently it became known that 
the menagerie would be broken up, 
and it was arranged the doughty 
eircus warriors of the present show 
should spend their lives in Whip- 
snade Zoo, the giant outdoor park 
near London which is under the 
eontrol of the London Zoo. 

Over the week-end the trek down 
from Scotland started, 150 animals 
entraining near Glasgow for their 
last run in the cages. Children 
cheered them out of Scotland, re- 
porters phoned them across the 
border, and the next morning hun- 
dreds of faithful circus followers 
turned up at Whipsnade to give the 
troupe its last encore. 

A good animal symphony, headed 
by ‘Dixie,’ the star elephant, which 
trumpeted shrilly throughout the 
journey, gave the fans their last 
glimpse of the troupe, before the 
parklands opened out for them. 

The animals are now roving over 
the Whipsnade hills, almost as free 
as though they were in their native 
countries, 








Mary Newcomb Popular 

Julius Hagen, of Twickenham, the 
indie film producing concern which 
has landed an occasional picture in 
America, rates Mary Newcomb as 
One of the biggest screen bets in 
the native studios, 

Miss Newcomb, of course, is the 
American wife of a Boston million- 
alre, 

She is now to star in another 
Hagen picture, ‘The Marriage Bond,’ 
in which Elizabeth Allen, a new 
English girl, will play her daughter 

London Moving 

London’s business centre is mov- 
ing west. This is perhaps the most 
Startling discovery made for years 
in loca} geography. 

Whereas before the war the nar- 
row ‘City’ streets were the arteries 
of the town, the broader West End 
expanses now house more and more 
business premises. 

The fact was discovered by the 
Southern Railway, which serves a 
number of City and West End 
termini. While their Cannon street 
(City’) service is falling off, the 
trains to Charing Cross (West End) 
are over-crowded. 

Fourteen thousand people will be| 
affected within a month, when! 
many Cannon street trains will be| 
diverted to Charing Cross. 

Actually, this transformation is | 
due to the larger buildings west of 
Ludgate Circus. 

The City is too small to house the 
Modern business piles, but places 


* 





GEORGE McLELLAN DEAD 


Heart Attack Fatal to Head of 
Wernher Theatre Group 
London, Feb. 1. 

George McLellan, 65, head of the 
Wernher group of nine West End 
theatres, died suddenly at his home 
at Dorchester House today (Mon- 
day). Death was caused by heart 
failure following an attack of in- 
fluenza. Deceased suffered from 
heart attacks for several years. 

McLellan was a brother of Charles 
McLellan, who wrote ‘Belle of New 
York’ and numerous other musical 
shows for George Lederer under the 
name of Hugh Morton. Deceased 
was married to Madge Lessing and 
for the past six years represented 
the Shuberts here, negotiating the 
sale of the Shubert t!.eatres to Sir 
Harold Wernher last year. His 
latest move was to secure all fu- 
ture productions of C. B. Cochran 
for the Wernher theatres, 


ANTWERP OPERAS DARK 
ON TOWN’S BUDGET CUT 


Brussels, Jan. 19. 

Probability is that Antwerp’s two 
opera houses, Royal Flemish Opera 
and Royal French Theatre, will be 
closed. The Flemish Opera with a 
yearly subsidy of about $14,285 
from the communal authorities in 
addition to subsidies from the State 
and other communes, is losing 
money every week. 

The economic crisis has forced 
the town to drastically cut its gen- 
eral expenditure and it says it can- 
not make an exception in favor of 
theatres; but as the Flemish Opera 
is already in deficit which would, 
naturally, be increased by a reduc- 
tion of subsidy the authorities have 
decided to withdraw all. assistance. 
The Royal French Theatre, with an 
annual subsidy of only $4,717, is 
showing a profit under the manage- 
ment of a local group of business 
people. 

Antwerp, however, is an essential- 
ly Flemish town which cannot ap- 
ply the taxpayers’ money exclusive- 
ly to French opera so that it has 
felt compelled to decline to con- 
tinue the subsidy in this case as 
well. Result is that Antwerp must 
do without any kind of opera. 

It is hoped to induce traveling 
companies to hire the theatre or to 
place them gratuitously at their 
disposal if they will guarantee to 
engage a certain proportion of the 
stock companies which will now be 
without work. ; 





like the new Shell-Mex oil building, 
now being completed on the old 
Hotel Cecil site, bring more and 
more workers into the West End 
belt. 


French Band Okayed 

Ray Ventura’s French jazz band, 
current at the Palladium, has scored 
here, 

It was discovered, as far as this 
side is concerned, by Jack Hylton. 

Few people know that while the 
band was on the boat coming over 
to England, Gladys Tudor-Owen, 
the Palladium’s smart press woman, 
was at the Foreign Office, getting 
their landing permits passed satis- 
factorily. 

The Labor Ministry offered no 
opposition to their landing, but the 
time factor made it a close shave. 

Mrs. Owen eventually arrived at 
Folkestone half an hour before the 
boat was due in, boarded it, and 


distributed the landing permits 
nicely in time. 
International Stars 
Clifford Whitley, publicity man- 





ager for the Gordon Hotels, which 
include the Dorchester House and 
Mayfair, both swellest London ho- 
tels, is bent on producing an inter- 
national revue. Whitley’s idea is 
to have the biggest international 
names available. 

When one star finishes London 
engagement he or she will be taken 
for a tour in most European capitals 
with the show as played in London. | 


HUMANS AHEA 
MACHINES STA 


‘Shifts in Opinion Declared 
at Art Workers’ Union in 
Moscow—Wage Revisions 


in Four Classes — Most 
Skilled for Tops 


—————— 


SLOW AMUSEMENTS 
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By Eugene Lyons 


Moscow, Jan. 20. 
Problems of the practitioners of 
the arts, especially those in the en- 
tertainment field, were aired here 
at a national congress of the Art 
Workers Union, or ‘Rabis’ as the 

organization is known for short. 
From all corners of the vast land 
of Soviets came actors, musicians, 
painters, producers, 
theatre technicians, circus artists 


and others of the amusement fra- 
ternity.. The Theatre of Satire, 
chosen as the seat of the congress 
without malice, presented a color- 
ful enough picture. Delegates from 
distant primitive districts rubbed 
shoulders with the representatives 
of Moscow’s most polished culture. 
Humble and rather self-conscious 
Uzbek or Kirghiz actors sat side by 
side with the best known of the 
Moscow Art troupe. 

The outstanding result of the 
congress waS a decision to revise 
completely the theatrical wage 
scales throughout the country. Basic 
wage scales at present are still 
built on the old system of genres 
rather than ability. Except in the 
cases of famous stars, wages are 
paid according to roles: so much 
for ingenues, first lovers, second 
lovers, comedians, ete. This sys- 
tem has been ruled out for good by 
the congress. 

In line with a similar policy in 
Soviet industry, greater differences 
in the level of earnings will be al- 


playwrights, 


lowed. In the earlier years of the 
revolution the ideal of levelling 
wages was held up. Last year 
Stalin discovered that levelling 


does not provide enough stimulus 
to good work and ordered wage re- 
visions which will reward the more 
industrious and better skilled work- 
er. This system will now be ap- 
plied in the theatre. 
Salaries by Groups 

For the purpose of determining 
wages, all theatres in the country 
will be divided into four groups: 
those of national importance, like 
the Moscow Art, the Maly, Meyer- 
hold’s, etc.; those of regional im- 
portance; theatres of industrial 
centers; all others. The actors in 
turn will be grouped into categories 
according to their ability. 
Every amusement worker in the 
land is iooking forward to the an- 
nouncement of the new wage scales. 
While a good many will win sub- 
stantial increases, many others will 
find themselves deservedly poorer. 
The congress was turned into an 
arena for violent discussions on the 
aims and methods of art, the pur- 
poses of entertainment and other 
subjects which to American readers 
may sound abstract, but to a Rus- 
sian are very concrete and import- 
ant. The President of ‘Rabis,’ Com- 
rade Boyarsky, touched upon many 
of these questions and gave what 
amounts to the official attitude on 
some. A brief summary of his ad- 
dress is worth space, since it dis- 
closes the problems which occupy 
Soviet amusement people and the 
tendency of art in various direc- 
tions. 
Boyarsky declared 
fine achievements in 
art is still lagging 
phases of Soviet life. It has not 
fully and correctly adjusted itself 
to the needs of the Five Year Plan. 
The quality of Soviet films, he 
claimed, is falling and he credited 
this to the fact that machines in- 
stead of human beings are too 
often the ‘heroes’ of Soviet pictures. 
Hie pointed out that after all is said 
and done, man and not the machine 
is the real builder of socialism here. 

Important Declaration 

(This declaration is of the ut- 





that despite 
many fields, 
behind other 





most importance both at home and 
abroad. It means that the evil of! 
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STOLL REJECTS 


} eae 
Turns Down Reinhardt'’s ‘Tales of 
Hoffman’ for Coliseum 


London, Feb. 1. 
Sir Oswald Stoll has 
turned down Max Reinhardt’s ‘Tales 


definitely 


of Hoffman’ for the Coliseum. Fig- 
ures the $137,200 initial outlay and 
overhead too costly. 

Stoll goes to Berlin shortly to 
make final arrangemen:s with Erik 
Charell and Prof. Stern for staging 
‘Casanova’ at the Coliseum here 
May 16. 


BUCHANAN ACTS ON HIS 
THOUGHT OVER ‘HENRY’ 


London, Feb. 1. 

Jack Buchanan is financially in- 
terested with Gilbert Miller in the 
forthcoming British production of 
‘Springtime for Henry.’ He won't 
appear in it, however. Piece Is 
scheduled for the West End at a 
near date. 





‘Springtime for Henry,’ by Benn 
Levy, Englishman, was produced by 
MacGowan & Reed in New York 
early this season, and is still cur- 
rent at the Bijou. 

While Miller has the London 
rights, the original American pro- 
ducers, MacGowan & Reed, also 
have a piece of the British produc- 
tion. Buchanan is said to have got- 
ten into it through securing an op- 
tion on the play for his own acting 
purposes before the American pro- 
duction, but later deciding not to go 
through with it. 





schematic, thickly propagandist 
productions has been recognized by 
those in power. More human and 
more interesting plays and films, 
and therefore more suitable for 
showing abroad, may be expected 
in the near future. Some signs of 
this tendency may already be de- 
tected in recent openings. ‘Va- 
riety’s’ correspondent was the first 
to announce this new Soviet policy 
in the theatre in a despatch front- 
paged several months ago.) 

Boyarsky stopped to discuss tie 
troubles in the field of music, where 
a bitter struggle is under way be- 
tween the ‘old’ or classic group and 
the new. self-styled proletarian mu- 
sicians. The hatred for everything 
old is being carried so far, he 
showed, that in some towns Chopin 
has been prohibited as too bour- 
geois. Some composers, said he, 
are inclined to jazz, the music of 
‘decaying capitalism.’ Boyarsky de- 
nounced exaggerations in both di- 
rections, 


Most Backward 


The most backward of the.enter- 
tainment arts,’ he deciared, ‘are the 
‘smaller forms,’ such as music-hall 
shows, vaudeville, circus, etc. Here 
old bourgeois ideas and methods 
etill hold sway. He cailed upon ac- 
tors, authors and producers to act 
quickly to cure that bourgeois 
wound in the proletarian theatre. 
‘rhe struggle for proletarian art,’ 
Zoyarsky said in concluding, ‘is go- 
ing on under complicated condi- 
tions of class struggle here. The 
policy of the class enemy on the 
art front is to misuse the arts to 
demobilize the activity and enthu- 
siasm of the masses, to spread 
pessimism, to propagate a bourgeois 
explanation of life.’ 

He summoned to a 
struggle against these 
forts.’ 

The leading theatres of the entire 
Soviet Union were represented at a 
performance in honor cf this con- 
gress. They put on scenes from 
their best plays, mostly changed for 
the occasion in line with the an- 
nouncement that the program must 
be one of ‘self-criticism.’ In satiric 
sketches and theatrical caricatures 
the delegates witnessed plenty of 
criticism, 

The new Executive Committee of 
the Art Workers Union elected by 
the congress includes the _ well- 
known film director Vsevelod Pu- 
dovkin and two of the ereatest 


merciless 
‘enemy ef- 





Korchagina- Alexa ndrovskaya. 


Russian actors, Kachalov and Helen | 


| English Labor Permit 0. K., But High 
Pay of U. S. Stars Sends ‘Em Home 


+ a 


London, Feb. 1. 

Evelyn Herbert and Robert Halli- 
day terminated their engagements 
in ‘Waltzes of Vienna’ at the Ale 
(27). Team’s 
labor permit expired at the end of 
January and when they applied for 
a renewal referred by 
the Labor Ministry to Sir Oswald 
Stoll, 


intimated 


hambra Wednesday 


they were 
producer of the show. He 
that he couldn’t afford 
their salary at this stage of the 
game and paid them a week’s sale 
ary plus transportation back to 
New York in full settlement. 
Low Cost or Close! 

Miss Herbert and Mr. Halliday 
held a joint contract for $2,000 
weekly, which is about 600 pounds 
at the current rate of exchange, 


Some time ago, however, they 
agreed to accept 400 pounds week- 
ly on condition they be relieved of 
two matinees a week. Stoll’s argue 
ment now is that the 400 pounds 
is too much and might result in 
his having to close the show 
whereas he can continue with 
cheaper actors. 

Borghild Bodom, Swedish, 
George Vollaire, British, 
into the parts. 


and 
jumped 





A WINNER IN 
OLD PAREE 


Paris, Feb. 1, 

Maybe Joe Zelli’s going to stick 
to Paris now. His newest produc- 
tion venture, again with Charlie 
Gordon (American), opened at the 
Apollo and looks like a smash. It’s 
‘Hector,’ a three-acter by Henry 
Decoin which vividly depicts the 


current neglect of war veterans. 
Plus a love story, of course, 

Piece got a hefty ovation on 
opening night and producers al- 
ready are said to have multiple of- 
fers for adaptation and screen 
rights. 

Zelli and Gordon are the couple 
who got a mild reception here with 
their first play production venture 
‘Papavert,’ piece flopping dismally 
when produced by them in New 
York, however. 

Gordon has already started are 
rangements for a quick London 
production of the piece. 


Ina Claire Prospect 


2aris, Jan. 22. 

‘Les Evenements de Beotie’ by 
Verneuil and Berr figured a pros- 
pect for Broadway when adapted. 
Show now at Athenee is story deal- 
ing with young queen who wants a 
good time and-runs away with an 
admiring painter posing as a com- 
munist, 

Role played beautifully here by 
Madeleine Soria. Ina Claire is due 
here Monday and will see play with 
intention of buying it for Broad- 
way. 











London’s Club Hit 


London, Feb. 1. 

Nan Blackstone (American), 
scheduled to open at the Monseig- 
neur Jan. 20, didn’t open till Jan. 25 
because of throat trouble. When 
she did, she had an easy time walke 
ing away with things. 

She’s being talked of around ag 
the best thing in night club entere 
tuinment here for years. 
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Pulps Brighten Outlook 


Statement of Inez Haynes Irwin 
that mags are buying practically 
nothing, putting scribblers in a bad 
way, more pessimistic than con- 
ditions really are. Mrs. Irwin’s ut- 
terances widely reprinted, and may 
unduly alarm the lesser scribblers— 
if scribblers of this type can be 
alarmed by anything. 

Fact is that conditions as de- 
scribed by Mrs. Irwin existed up 
till about a year ago, but have 
greatly improved since. While the 
class mags are still buying less 
than before and in some cases very 
little or nothing, the pulps just now 
are good markets. 

Reason is that the class mags 
rely on advertising, while the pulps 
can get by in most every case on 


subscription returns alone. While} 
advertising has fallen off greatly, 
with every mag affected, circula- 


tion figures have dropped very little 
if at all. 

That is why the class mags have 
reduced their content of reading 
matter, while the pulps still offer 
quantity. To fill up that quantity 
the pulps soon exhausted the re- 
serve in the safe, and are now buy- 
ine. 

It’s true that some of the pulps 


are paying less than before, but 
that’s an act of retrenchment to be 
expected. Some, too, now paying 


on publication instead of accept- 
ance, and that’s only because their 
publishers see an opportunity to 
take an advantage. On the other 


hand, there’s the case of at least 
one mag in the pulp field that’s 
raised its maximum price from 


two to three cents a word, because 
it wants the best stuff in its field. 

While some of the class mags 
have quit, with no replacements, 
the pulps, dropping out, have been 
succeeded by others. Nearly all 
the pulp shain publications, and the 
gaps rarely left open by those who 
publish the strings of mags. 

In fact, a check-up reveals more 
mags today in the pulp and similar 
fields than ever before. Newsstands 
overloaded with mags, and still they 
continue to come, 

Scribblers not above writing for 
the pulps, and who can deliver 
quality, can do as nicely currently 
as at anytime. For two cents a 
word they can sell all they turn 
out, if they know where to go 
with it. 





Returns and Sales 


For the time being at least the 
N. Y. Sunday ‘Mirror’ is permitting 
returns by newsdealers, small as 
well as large. The Daily ‘Mirror’ has 
a no return policy. After the Sun- 
day edition of the tabloid is better 
established, newsdealers believe the 
management will ban returns, as 
does its principal competitor, the 
Daily ‘News.’ 

The ‘Herald Tribune’ is the only 
old-line New York paper that okays 
Sunday send-backs by out-of-town 
dealers. Hearst’s ‘American’ al- 
lowed Sunday returns for a time, 
but finally abolished this privilege. 

Many small dealers claim that a 
no-return policy tends to decrease 
the circulation of a paper, espe- 
cially the Sunday edition, for the 
little fellows, rather than take the 
risk of getting stuck with left- 
overs, cut their quota to the bone. 
They stock up with local and out- 
of-towns that permit returns. 





Sure Thing for Sellers 

First of the regular-line pub- 
lishers to go in for the guaranteed 
book thing is Viking Press. That 
organization will follow. the plan 
inaugurated by a small Boston pub- 
lishing house of guaranteeing its 
books, with slight variations. 

In substance, the Viking plan is 
to allow returns of books published 
by it remaining unsold. It's a 
swell break for the booksellers who 
take no risk under the plan. En- 
ables the booksellers to stock up on 
all the Viking publications, getting 
credit for those books they can’t 
sell. 

Likely that the plan will be put 
before the local branch of the 
booksellers’ association, currently 
in session. If acted on favorably 
by the association it may mean a 
demand for all other publishers to 
fall in with the Viking idea, which 
would revolutionize the bookselling 
biz. 





Titus In Wrong 
Paris literary field developing into 
a free for all. Edward Titus, in his 
‘This Quarter,’ praised the Edward 
O’Brien selection of his short stories 
to the skies. Then Sam Putnam 
came along with a ‘The New Re- 
view’ ad and said ‘No O’Brien’ 
stories. That sent Titus howling. 
After having opened here with 
little publicity, Titus started badg- 
ering the newspaper crowd into 
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Man From Sing Sing ($2.00)..... 
Arizona Ames ($2.00)... 


Maid in Waiting ($2.50)....... 
City Girl ($2.00). 


Only Yesterday ($3.00)......ccece 
Mourning Becomes Electra ($2.50) 


Great Mouthpiece ($3.00).. 





Best Sellers 


Best sellers for week ending January 23, as reported by the Amer- 
ican News Company, Inc., and branches: 


Fiction 
Mr. and Mrs. Pennington ($2.50)...........-By Francis Brett Young 


The Harbourmaster ($2.50). .csecccsscessceeses- by William Mckee 

cnocecceeoennseény Jenn -Gemwortar 
Non-Fiction 

Epic of America ($3.75)... eecceseeees By John Truslow Adams 

ccoscceces BY Frederick L. Allen 


Washington Merry Go Round ($3.00) 
Tragic America ($2.00)... .ccccece bat 


eeeeeeeeves 


eeoeee BY E. Phillips Oppenheim 
.-By Zane Grey 


-By Eunice Chapin 


eeeece eeeoceee 





SOETTTTT TTT re By Eugene O'Neill 


cecccccees By Theodore Dreiser 
-By Gene Fowler 
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enough, however, and he took ob- 
jection to one critic who panned a 
publication. 

Result now is that Titus is mad 
at the newspaper crowd and they 
ignore him. Titus was until re- 
cently involved in the projected 
American theatre, but his name was 
recently taken down and another 
substituted, although building 
posed to still be in same family. 


sup- 


‘Periodical’ But Undated 
Classification of the new 
T. Delacorte publications 


George 
hard to 


set. Are they mags or, for want 
of a better term, béoklets? Omis- 
sion of publication dates takes 


them out of the 
Yet they’re 
particular, 
Two new publications of this 
type issued by Delacorte this week 
are ‘Jokes’ and ‘Radio Stars Album.’ 
Each marked as ‘Vol. 1, No, 1,’ but 
no dates. And no promise of sub- 
sequent issue. 

Because of absence of date-line, 
the publications can remain on dis- 
play until sold, particularly since 
they don’t deal with topical mat- 
ters. Not so good from an adver- 
tising viewpoint. Advertisers want 
regular dates of publication to bet- 
ter clock returns, 

Difference between chain store 
sales of mags and that on news- 
stands is that in the chain stores 
they come under merchandizing 
classification. 

However, the new Delacorte pub- 
lications keep the presses going at 
such times when ‘Ballyhoo’ is not 
in print. 


magazine class. 
mags in every other 








Selig’s ‘Leg Man’ Exploits 
Al Selig, advertising and pub- 
licity director of a major film pro- 
ducer-distributor, is working on a 
book of his experrences as a news- 
paper man since the old ‘World’ 
days 32 years ago, through City 
News, A. P., ‘Evening Journal,’ 
‘Boston American,’ and finally to 
his last news post, editor of Un- 
derwood & Underwood. 
It will be called ‘Leg Man,’ and 
include many official documents, 
photographs, interviews and other 
material in the possession of Selig, 
who since he started as a reporter 
always kept a diary. His experi- 
ences will range from seeing a 
Negro burned at the stake to be- 
ing the first man to photograph the 
late President Wilson in the White 
House. 

Several publishers are dickering 
with Selig for the book. 





Speller on His Own 


Robert Speller, who was eased 
out of Mohawk Press when that 
book house went into the hands of 
an assignee, has gone into the book- 
publishing business on his own. In 
with Speller are Irwin Franklyn, 
Richard L. Phillips and Cecil B. 
Thorne, 

Franklyn is a novelist, also active 
in New York politics. First publi- 
cation of Speller’s firm will be a 
biog of Mayor Walker, authored by 
Franklyn. It will be Franklyn’s first 
biographical effort. In view of 
Franklyn’s work in behalf of Tam- 
many, his biog of Walker will be 
declared an ‘official’ one. 

Quite likely that a couple of 
works of fiction by Franklyn will 
also be on the Speller list, 





Faweett’s Route 

Capt. Billy Fawcett to Pinehurst 
on his annual midwinter  trap- 
shooting tournament competish. The 
publisher-capt. has quite a rep as 
a big game hunter. To Florida, 
Havana tind thence through the 
Canal to California to complete his 
winter intinerary. 





Second Fiight 

Dick Grace, aviator-writer, has 
started on a second book, ‘River of 
Lost Men,’ atory of flying in South 


Literary Racketeers 
Wide interest in anything con- 
nected with films, and _. bullish 
growth in number of picture maga- 
zines, have brought many literary 
racketeers into Hollywood to start 
promotion schemes on new publica- 
tions. A majority of the promcters 
have in mind mags dealing with 
shady sex stuff or just plain vul- 
garity. 
Sideline for the promoters is the 
bringing in of amateur writers bit- 
ten by the literati bug. They’re 
promised a column all their own in 
the publication if helping to bank- 
roll the venture. It’s not hard to 
pry loose money from the would- 
be’s, if they have it. 

Lowdown on Fame 
First issue of ‘Inside Stuff,’ a new 
weekly, now out. By-lines only for 
Paul Yawitz, who ‘uncovers’ Broad- 
way, and Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., 
who gives the supposed lowdown on 
the Ruth Judd murder affair. Bal- 
ance of the contents anonymous, 
Principal feature of the mag is a 
hearty slap at the private life of 
a prominent churchman-politician, 
fictitiously named Stephen Trent. 
Identity of the man is thinly veiled. 
Author of the piece understood to 
be W. Adolphe Roberts, he also hav- 
ing had a hand in the authoring of 
‘Mayor Harding of New York.’ 





Murray’s Puns at $1 

Ken Murray has turned author 
with a $1 booklet titled ‘Foolin’ 
Around,’ published by the Cider 
Press in Los Angeles and distrib- 
uted by Douglas K. DeVorss. 

It’s a punny series of chapters, 
some cf it not so very funny, but 
for the addicts of puns and coffee 
it'll suffice. It’s breezy reading if 
a bit strained at times, 

Cider Press presumably is an- 
other one of those designation for 
Murray’s private printing, as he’s 
been laying off at a Radio studio 
salary on the coast. Now en tour in 
vaude with Mary Brian. 





Chi Police Card Holdout 


Recent ban on police reporter 
cards in Chicago has the Windy 
City’s newspaper clan up in arms. 
Edict from Chief Allman, newly in- 
ducted as police commissioner, has 
hit daily papers as well as trade 
and fan. 

Official alibi for the curtailment 
of the press passes is that the cards 
have been found in the hands of 
racketeers and others who have no 
right to the privilege, 





Autographed Copies 

Newest incentive to book sales is 
offered by a N. Y. department store 
which will write or permit the pur- 
chaser to write his own name in 
gold on the cover of any book he 
purchases from a limited list of 
limp leather covered reprints of 
standard authors. Not only that but 
they have cut the book price from 
$1.95 to $1.39. 





Exploit Book by Filmer 

With view of building up $1 book 
kidding bridge, ‘Bridge Battle of 
Century,’ Sollinge, publishers, will 
conduct a contest for the best let- 
ters on topic, ‘My most amusing 
bridge experience.’ Contest will run 
to March 31. 

All letters are to be published in 
a later edition of the book, whose 
author is Halsey Raines of Metro’s 
home office staff. 





Exploiteer Turns Novelist 

Arthur Housman, RKO exploita- 
tion-advertising man, will start on 
a novel, He blossoms out with his 
first effort at novels through a 
novelization of ‘Forbidden’ (Col), 
which went on the newsstands last 
week. 

Housman has written numerous 
stories and articles for the Hearst 


Real Names of Authors 


Anthony Wynne, author of “The 
White Arrow,’ is Robert McNair 
Wilson. Naomi Royde-Smith, ‘The 
Double Heart,’ is Mrs. Ernest Mil- 
ton. John Presland, ‘Albatross,’ is 
Mrs. Gladys Skelton. H. D., ‘Red 
Roses for Bronze,’ is Hilda Doo- 
little. Margaret Wilson, ‘One Came 
Out,’ is Mrs, G. D. Turner, 





Chatter 

Whitney Bolton doing a play. 

Arnold Bennett's autobiog will 
give his side of his marital diffi- 
culties, 

Walter Liggett, who edited the 
old ‘Plain Talk,’ close opposition to 
the ‘Amerimerk,’ will have a piece 
in the March issue of his former 
rival mag. 

Joseph Hergesheimer looking hu- 
man again in silver-rimmed specs. 
Richard Spencer on a round-the- 
world cruise to write at least one 
new novel. 

Half a buck off the price of Up- 
ton Sinclair’s: ‘The Wet Parade.’ 
Add to players writing plays: 
Mona Kingsley and Cecil Spooner. 
‘A Woman Like Me’ is Marjorie 
Damsey Wilson’s first. 

Pearl S. Buck has completed a 
new one, but no publication while 
‘The Good Earth’ is still good. 
Beulah Marie Dix, the picture 
scenarist, has placed a novel with 
Viking. 

Wilson Collison so prolific he 
hasn’t even time to read his own 
tales, 

Sears rushing publication of 
‘Tropic Night’ to cash in on the 
Hawaiian sex mess, the novel hav- 
ing its iocale there, 

Mich Kraike learning all about 
gypsies, 

Margaret Widdemer on hand 
wherever the poets gather, 

Ray Long will publish a collec- 
tion of short stories that appeared 
in ‘Cosmopolitan’ when he edited 
that mag. 

Another one of Warwick Deep- 
ing’s old books to be brought out 
here by other than Alfred A. Knopf, 
and the sert of thing to make 
Knopf sore, : 

Macmillan has a sense of humor 
as regards the Cheney report. 

Sinclair Lewis called himself Tom 
Graham once, 

Acting version of Olga Printzlau’s 
‘Window Panes’ has boen published 
by Samuel French, 


UNCOMMON CHATTER 


(Continued from page 43) 
unflattering to an actress with a 
round Slavie face, 

In a few carefully posed close- 
ups the Polish star screens’ with 
the beauty of which she is cheated 
by many carelessly plotted camera 
angles. With half a chance and a 
decent story, Miss Negri is quite 
capable of working her way back 
to audience favor, but the studio 
will have to co-operate with her 
more thoughifully if her next pic- 
ture is to blot out an unsatisfac- 
tory debut. 











Roxy Goes Shopping 


When the Roxy embarks on a 
shopping tour its itinerary is care- 
fully arranged to accommodate the 
various talents of the entertainment 
personnel. 

‘Clock Shop,’ rendezvous of the 
ballet corps, displays large-sized 
clocks of porcelain whose figurines 
come to life in the approxed Roxy 
manner. Shepherdess frocks in 
rich Montedoro silks and satins pro- 
vide a colorful background for the 
solo toe work of Patricia Bowman. 

The Roxy branch of the ‘Five and 
Ten’ thrives on the doubtful patron- 
age of Messrs. Clark and McCul- 
lough and a neatly turned out as- 
sistant whose shopping ensemble is 
a well-fitted gown of white lace. 
Sequined caps and jackets help the 
Three Girl Friends personify Mil- 
lion Dollar Babies. Costumes re- 
flecting spotlight rays gleam 
through a show-window scrim, cre- 
ating a smart presentation for girls 
who sing in soft, well-blended har- 
monies. 

The Roxeyettes, given to surprise 
charades, have a grand time pre- 
tending to be individual blossoms 
in a ‘Flower, Shop’ bouquet. 





it’s Still Betty Brent 

Evelyn Brent, faultlessly coiffed, 
made up, and reasonably well 
groomed, continues to be Evelyn 
Brent in each new picture assign- 
ment. 

In ‘High Pressure’ her tense man- 
ner and  0Obitterly recriminating 
glances happen to fit her character- 
ization of a hard-boiled girl who 








America . 





publicity. A little did not provide 


and Macfadden syndicates. 


rebels against two timing courtship. 





lll ee 





————_ al 


Threatening to walk out does her 
no good. The script destines her 
to disillusioned resignation, a senti« 
ment that Miss Brent registers pare 
ticularly well. Evalyn Knapp and 
Polly Walters oblige the plot by 
assuming interest in unimposing 
bits. Lillian Bond, programed ag 
Millie, must have registered her 
scenes on the cutting room floor, 





Lacks Suntan 


If the producers of ‘Rainbow 
Trail’ really wanted to reproduce 
the hardships of 19th Century Arle 
zona, they should not have chosen 
a heroine who is a product of 20th 
Century beauty shops. 

Cecilia Parker’s lily white come 
plexion is a bit too idealistic for a 
lass brought up in sun-scorched 
Lost Valley. Suspiciously dark bee 
neath straw tinted hair, her eye. 
brows trace a thin line quite beyond 
the artistry of an amateur cose 
metician. Old fashioned costumes, 
miraculously fitted for primitive 
product, do not overcome the mod- 
ern impression of carefully groomed 
make-up. Other than registering ag 
a conscientious ingenue, a confused 
script gives Miss Parker no chance 
to prove screen talents, 

Frizzed bangs, harsh make-up 
and tight-lipped diction help to es-« 
tablish Minna Gombel in a meagrely 
written part. Ruth Donnelly, in 
overstuffed costumes and highly 
decorated hats, is a hardworking 
victim of strained comedy relief, 





Going Places 





(Continued from page 43) 
for instance, falling for Willy Forst 
in ‘Das Lied Ist Aus.’ (Europa). 

Fraulein Haid has qualities that 
permit her to be exacting in her 
demands of a boy friend. Yet like 
s0 many other German picture ac« 
tresses, she accepts, even pursues, 
a gent certainly less prepossessing 
than is her due. Maybe Frauleins 
have reached that plane of wisdom 
where all that they look for is char- 
acter in a man. Maybe they are 
more interested in the things of the 
spirit than the things of the flesh. 
Maybe they’re just man-mad and 
any guy will do. 

After watching a goodly number 
of German films, @ person comes 
to believe that in Germany the wo« 
men are all quite lovely and thd 
men all quite washouts, 


Soviet Child Care 


Kind hearted American ladies 
who happen into the Cameo, where 
the Russian picture, ‘The Road to 
Life,’ is playing, will be unable to 
enter into the enthusiastic cheers 
ing currently rending that housa 
They can see no cause for uproarie 
ous applause because little goody 
two-shoes Soviet announces every 
waif in Russia must have a home. 
‘The wild children of Russia,’ with 
whom the picture is concerned, 
are pitiable things, homeless and 
wretched. 

They will agree that the only ap- 
proach to incorrigible boys is the 
‘honor system,’ administered with 
sympathetic kindness and they will 
adore the ugly little Tartar lad who 
is the hero of the picture, but from 
their point of view the children’s 
‘Collective’ is badly mismanaged. No, 
American women can’t understand 
the logic behind this propaganda 
picture. They feel they could handle 
the problem so much more easily 
and wisely, too. 





Mystery Within Mystery 

Natalie Moorehead has found in 
‘The Menace’ a role eminently suited 
to her acting ability. This is a mys- 
tery film, mysterious in every way, 
and Miss Moorehead in word and 
deed contributes no smal] share to 
the general incredibility. 

She’s established as a_ blonde 
Lorelei whose overwhelming mag- 
netism lures men to marriage, 
whereupon her two confederates 
murder the current husband, and the 
three of them share the plunder. 

Why dces Miss Moorehead wear @ 
low cut black dress for a daylight 
Stroll through her estate, when the 
dress, despite its long sleeves, is 
definitely a dinner dress? Why is 
the generations-old English manor 
that she’s inherited from her last 
murdered mate furnished with con- 
temporary Grand Rapids furniture? 
It can’t be just ‘ecause she’s dress- 
ing her hair ix. a most becoming 
fashion in this picture. 

Bette Davis is billed as the fem!- 
nine lead, but her pleasant diffidence 
stands no chance against the vio- 
lently forceful acting of Miss Moore- 
head, ; 
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SOC. PICKS MILLS AS 
ROSENTHAL SUCCESSOR 


E. C. Mills has been elected by the 
Board of Directors of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers to succeed J. C. Rosen- 
thal, deceased, as general manager. 
Mills will move into the society of- 
afices in about three weeks. 

Mills is currently holding an NBC 
contract for $50,000 per year as head 
of Radio Music, whieh now consists 
solely of Davis, Coots & Engel. He 
wili resign from that position. 

Previous to aligning himself with | 
NBC, Mills was chairman of the/| 
Music Publishers’ Protective Asso- 
ciation and executive chairman of 
the board of the American Society. 

The berth of gen. mer. of the 
American Society has been vacant 
since the death of J. C. Rosentha} 
éarly in December, 1931. 








} 





SYMPHONY PAYING OFF | 


Frisco Musicians Get 1/4 Wks.’ Sal- 


OLSEN-JURNEL PARTNERS 


Re-opening Monmartre—Olsen Band 
Doubling In 





George Olsen band opens at the 
Monmartre, New York, Feb. 4. 
Monmartre will be re-opened by 
Olsen and Charlie Jurnel, who have 
formed a pavtnership. 


Olsen was last at the Club Rich- | 





man. During the first week or two | 


he'll double at the Palce. 


AZPIAZU OUT IN HAVANA | 


inal Casino Orchestra 
both spots. 


The trouble originated when the 
musicians protested the short pay 
they were receiving. Azpiazu 





ary of 4 Wks. Due 
Francisco, Feb. 1. 

Financial embarrassment of the 
San Francisco Symphony Orchestra 
is being ironed out, with back sala- 
ries slowly being paid the 85 mem- 
bers who were out four weeks’ sal- 
ary and threatened to walk 
paid. 

To date, A. W. Windenham, sym- | 
phony sec-megr., has paid off a week 
and a half’s salary, with more forth- 
coming. The men are sticking for 
the remaining 12 weeks of the cur- 
rent season. 

Movement is under way to raise 
money by pop subscription to help 
the symphony over its present 
troubles. Inasmuch as San Fran- 
cisco is known internationally as a 
musically cultured city, inadequate 
support of such a feature as the 
symphony is a severe blow at civic 
pride. 


San 


unless 








Musical Typewriter 


Syracuse, Feb. 1. 

Tinpan Alley is to have its own 
typewriter, if Enoch and Emanuel 
Rubenstein of this city are success- 
ful in their quest for American and 
foreign patents upon their inven- 
tion. The machine won't play a 
note, but it will write down, type- 
writer fashion, every note a com- 
poser might want to use. 

Emanuel Rubenstein conceived 
the machine while in Hollywood, 
where he spent nine years in vari- 
ous scenario departments. Brother 
Enoch is a typewriter expert, long 
with the Remington plant here. 





Pubs Exempt Victor 


Victor has reached an agreement 
with the publishers whereby it will 
be permitted to use radio discs 
Without paying the customary li- 
cense fee. Fee amounts to 25c. per 
song per three and one-half min- 
utes used. 

Publishers are permitting Victor 
to broadcast radio discs tax free on 
the grounds that these broadcasts 
exploit the product of the publish- 
ers. Victor is currently using about 
100 stations to exploit with radio 


dises its latest standard disc re- 
leases, 





YELLEN’S PRO MGR. 

Jack Yellen, who is going into the 
publishing business for himself, has 
engaged Bernie Pollock to handle 
the professional department. 


} Pollock was last with Phil Korn- 
ifiser, 





Robbins’ Loop Visit 
Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Jack Robbins in town and slated 


to spend about five or six weeks 
Working out of the local music 
branch. 

In between are scheduled side 


trips to other midwest burgs. 





ja half 


thas been 


claimed he wasn’t getting much for 
the two jobs, and the boys quieted. 
Then, the Casino management asked 
the orchestra to play an hour and 
more daily and the boys 
walked out In a body, leaving Az- 
piazu behind in an empty stand. 


Azpiazu started negotiations for 
organizing a new band but Mike 
| Suarez, gen. mgr. of the Casino 
wanted the original orchestra or 


else. 

The boys themselves had a talk 
with Suarez, who agreed to take 
the orchestra back minus Azpiazu 
and so they only missed two days 


playing. 


remains at | 


BUT TWO BANDS REMAIN 


Havana, Jan. 27. 
Don Azpiazu is out of two ace} 
jobs at the Casino Nacional and | 
the Jockey Club, although his orig- 


} 
| 
} 
| 





| 


Best Sellers 


According to ‘Variety’s’ sur- 
vey, 10 best sellers for the 
month of January were: 

‘Home’ (Marlowe). 

‘All of Me’ (Berlin). 


‘Good Night Sweetheart’ 
(Robbins), | 

‘Where the Blue of the || 
Night’ (DeSylva). 


Was That the Human Thing 


to Do? (Witmark). 

‘Sleepy Time Down South’ 
(Freed-Powers). 

‘By the Sycamore Tree’ 
(Berlin). 

‘One More Kiss, Then Good 
Night’ (Joe Morris). 
‘ ‘Cuban Love Song’ (Rob- 
bins). 

‘Faded Summer Love’ 
(Feist), 











Paddy Wants His Can. 
Pay in American Coin | 
Toronto, Feb. 1. 


Paderewski'’s manager is de- 
manding a $5,000 guarantee inj} 


American dollars, plus 80% of the} 
|gross receipts if they go above 

| er . F : : | 
$5,000. Feeling in professional mu- | 


Azpiazu had a contract with the | 


Casino for two seasons of 12 weeks 
each at $1,500 per. Since 1929 when 
he first organized a band, Azpiazu 
having trouble with the 
musicians on account of the short 
pay. 

The band remains intact, Pedro 
Menendez taking Azpiazu’s place 
at the piano and Fortun, the fiddler, 
now in charge of co-operative or- 
ganization. 





Society’s Re-elections 


At the annual election of officers 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers, all 
officers were re-elected for 1932. 
The re-election of Gene Buck, as 
president of the Society, makes the 
ninth year that Buck has held this 
position. 

Other officers re-elected were John 
Philip Sousa, first vice-president; 
Louis Bernstein, second vice-presi- 





dent; Joseph Young, seretary; 

Bcbby Crawford, assistant secre- 

tary; Saul Bornstein, treasurer, 

and Harry Warren, assistant 

treasurer. 

ARNHEIM STAYS 

Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Sam Hare has taken up the 


options on Gus Arnheim’s band, and 
the coast organization is slated to 
stick in town the greater part of 
the next nine months. 

Arnheim, who came in here for 
three months with options of six 
more, will thus stick at the Winter 
Garden Cafe the best part of the 
winter and move into the suburban 
Dells for the hot weather. 

Stretch is scheduled to be broken 
up by one month at the Gibson, Cin- 
cinnati. 





MacDowell’s New Band 
Chicago, Feb. 1. 

New orchestra under the direction 
of Bert MacDowell goes into the 
Canton Tea Garden Feb. 18. , Mac- 
Dowell is the former pianist with 
the Verne Buck band, and most of 
the members of the present outfit 
also are former Buck bandsters 
Buck, himself, has left the band 
business to fiddle on his own for 
the radio. 





Danny Russo band, now in the 
chow mein spot, moves to the roof 
o. the Wisconsin hotel, Milwaukee, 


for a short spel. 


Steiner Scores ‘Symphony’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. 
Max Steiner is writing the sym- 
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phonie score for Radio's ‘Symphony 
of Six Million.’ 

This is the 
which will have a 


rroun but no theme 
gr nd } i 


Edna Ferber story 
iusic al back- 
songs. 


agp wi Delay Over License 4 

ig ] pe g Delayed opening of Old Vienna, 

‘ Yn , New Yor kK elub for tonight 

ed ON new New eee 

RAT! | (Tuesday), held over from Thurs- 

mus IC contin AVE. ‘day (28). License trouble delayed 
199 SEV yoRK at slated 
ised NEW the original 





Al] Belasco is m. Cc. 





| penses, and everything else con- 
nected with this impresario busi- 
ness. 





sic circles here is that revenues are | 
in need of revision. 

Paderewski’s demand for Ameri- 
can dollars, in view of the presen: 
exchange rates, brings controversy 
to a head here in that for every} 
$100 in American money the Polish | 
pianist must be paid $120 in Can- 
adian funds. Local concert-hall 
management must also pay rental, 
usher service, advertising, office ex- 





S-B Song Suit 


Shapiro-Bernstein has started ac- 


tion against Collier’s (magazine) 
and J. P. McEvoy for using the 
words of that firm’s song, ‘You 


Can't Stop Me from Loving You,’ in 
the publication without permission. 
Words were used as part of Mc- 
Evoy’s story ‘Are You Listening?’ 

Shapiro-Bernstein is asking for 
an injunction against Collier’s and 
damages, amount not fixed. 
lishers have 





the picture rights to the story, not 
to use the song. 

This is the second time S-B has} 
come to legal bat with McEvoy. 
First instance was over the song, 
‘Is There Anything Wrong in That, 
which they claimed McEvoy used 
without permission in his book | 
‘Hollywood Girl.’ Alfred Beekman, | 
of House, Grossman & Vorhaus, | 
represents Shapiro-Bernstein. 


C-S’ Chi Return 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Likely that the Coon-Sanders or- 
chestra, now at the New Yorker, | 
may return to their regular spot | 
here, the Blackhawk cafe, early " 





April. 

Herbie Kay band, now in the 
Blackhawk, is tentatively slated to} 
leave the spot about that time for 
a job at the Hotel Schroeder in Mil- | 
waukee, 





$150 WKLY. FOR ROCKWELL 

Story in ‘Vari-ty’ stating that the 
United States District Court ordered | 
Louis Armstrong to pay Tommy | 
Rockwell $30,000 over a period of 
more than three years is denied by 


H. S. Hechheimer, attorney for | 
Armstrong, and the latter’s agent. | 
John J. Collins. | 


Hechheimer states that no set 


j tor 


cure 


Un’ployed Musicians’ 
Birm. Sunday Benefits 


Birmingham, Feb. 1. 


At last, some sort of amusement 
has been given: permission to operate 
on Sundays. It’s charity concerts 
unemployed musicians at the 
Alabama every Sunday afternoon at 
two bits admish. 

According to reports efforts to se- 
Sunday movies for charity 


were ftaliures., 


The first of the concerts was hel 
last week and t Alabama, a S0Q- 
ter, wa d t half full rift 
men in t orchestra All unem 


DEPRESH DOESN’T SCARE 
FOUR NEW PUBLISHERS 


Despite that the majority of the 
publishers are 
business in 
be bad, 
will 


rying the blues and 
general is supposed to 
four new music publishers 
bow in this month. 

The latest publishing partnership 
formed is that of Elmer White and 


Buddy Green White is currently 
profe ional manager of Donaldson 
Douglas & Gumble, but resigns Sat- 


urday (6), Green, a songwriter, was 
last under contract to Warners. 
Other new firms are Mack Gold- 
man and Charles Warren, formerly 
with Remick; Jack Yellen, formerly 


associated with Ager, Yellen & 
Sornstein, who will have Bernie 
Pollock with him, and Joe Young, 


former Warner songwriter. 


C. & C. EXPECTED 


Jimmy Campbell] and Reg Con- 
nelly, English publisher, are ex- 
pected to sail for New York from 
London Feb, 3. 

Campbell and Connelly will re- 
main in on this side for some time 
to look after some interests here. 








Edwards-Guild Split 


Leo Edwards and the Song Hit 
Guild sever connections this week. 
Edwards has been in the pro- 
fessional department. 


La Belle’s Cow Barn 
Crawling from Grave 


For ‘Luckies’ Program 





Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 

Lucky Strike hour will pick up 
Belle Livingston's Cow Barn from 
| Reno sometime in March with the 
date not set. MCA has been com- 
missioned to spot an orchestra in 
Barn for that one night. Prob- 

ibly will be an L. A. combo. 
Following the broadcast, a small 


combo and a floor show will be in- 


stalled to try and cash in on the 
| broadcast publicity. Ken Dailey, of 
the Bert Levey office, books the flo 

|} show 

| Former Livingston backers have 
installed Roy Kip to manage the 


barn, with La Belle out entirely. 





SWAMPED WITH SONGS 


Into Pub- 


Parade of Songwriters 
lishing Offices 


| With but a minimum of song- 
writers under contract and the rest 
free lancing, pu»lshers are being 
swamped with songs. 


Reasons for the panic among the 
songwriters are manifold. Current- 
ly there appears to be less song- 
writers under contract to publishers 
than at any time during the past 
five or six years, if not longer. It 
was only about two or three years 
ago the majority of the name song- 
writers in the industry were all un- 
der contract to various publishers. 
Today they have all been let out 
and are free lancing. 

These free lance songwriters are 
attempting to place as many songs 
as possible with as many publish- 
ers as possible. With the sales of 
songs at the present low ebb, the 
royalties are proportionately lower. 





Britt for Diamond 
Addy Britt replaced Jack Dia- 
mond as manager of Shapiro-Bern- 
stein’s radio department this week. 
Britt was formerly manager of 
Vincent Youmans’ Music. 








Pub- | 
also notified Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer, which has secured 











“Tired” 


Shortly te be reicased, 3 hit songs from 
Maurice Chevalier’s Paramount— 
“One Heur With You’’ 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. | 
719 7th Ave., New York 


{ 
- i | . . 
Famous Music Corp. | Variety In Hits 
CURRENT HITS “Devil and Deep Blue Sea” 
_“When We're Alone” “ See “ 
‘Penthouse Serenade) You Rascal, You 
ae Aas “se 
“Who's Your Little Who-Zis” || Twenty-one Years” 
“é a ” 
“Rain on the Roof” Bells of Avalon 


“Wrong Number” 


“Blues In My Heart” 


MILLS MUSIC, IHC. 
150 W. 46th St., New York 











Remick Hits 


“Can't We Talk It Over?” 


“The More You Hurt Me” 


“Where the Lilies of the Valley 
Grow” 


“Why Did It Have to Be Me?” 





“Too Late” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway, New York 





Witmarks-Hitmarks 


“Was That the Human Thing 
to Do?” 


“Put That Sun Back in the Sky” 


“By a Rippling Stream” 


j - —- ———e 


“Where Were You Last Night?” 


a 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1657 Broadway, New York 





sum was stipulated by the court. 





Armstrong, says the attorney, was 





ordered to pay Rockwell $150 per 
week over a period of three years 


“Kiss Me Good Night” 
“When Nobody Else Is Around” 
“Where the Blue of the Night” 


“How Can You Say You 
Love Me” 


De SYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, 


INC. 


745 7th Ave., New York 


“Good Night Moon” 
“An Ev’ning in Caroline” 
“That’s Living” 
“Sometime in Summertime” 
“I’m So in Love” 


DONALDSON, 
DOUGLAS & 
GUMBLE, inc. 


1595 Broadway, New York 





for every week of actual employ- | 
ment by the colored trumpeter. At- | 
torney further states that Rock- | 
well will have no further claim on 
Armstrong, who will be under the | 
sole management of Collins. 
STEPT WOULD BUY IN 
Sam Stept, songwriter, is nego 
tiating with Dick Powers for an 
interest in Freed-Powers Mvsice 
Stept was recently released from 
a songwriting contract by Warner. 
See eS He | 
Musicians’ Officers 





es -— ————— a amn e 








New officers elected by the L. A.} 
union are: A. W. Riches 
p.; F. W. Forbes, recording sec.; 
3. Harrington, financial sec.; C 
H. Porter, Clarence Shaw, W. O. 
Warner, trustees: Harry Baldwin 


, 
musicians 


| Frank Carothers, J. W. Gillette, con- 


F. E. Whyte, exe 


vention delegates: Baldwin Green, | 
Frank Pendleton, George Teasdale, 


committee 


“Tell Tales” 


“lL Wouldn’t Change You for 
the World” 


OLMAN 


Music Corpozation 
745 7th Ave., New York 





“On What a Thrill” 
“Shadows on the Window” 
“My Little Swanee Sue” 
“Waltz Me to Sleep in 
Your Arms” 


Davis, Coots & Engel, Inc. 
719 7th Ave., New York 
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MEMORIAL ARTISTS 
Vocal, Instrumental 
COMMERCIAL 
WGY, Schenectady 

A 15-minute early-evening ccm- 
mercial, presented monthly by 
Albany undertaker. 
Walter, 
Earl 
Roger 
Hans, 
Graff, 
long in topflight of local talent; pro- 
gram best 
originating over WGY. 

No direct advertising 
cast. Sponsor’s name given with 
additional mention of Memorial 
Chapel. Everything dignified. 

Layout of 
good, mistake being made in 
opening with a soprano solo. Miss 
Hans has a splendid voice, but it’s 


church-theatre 
Hummel, violinist-teacher; 
Sweet, WGY tenor; Mary 
and Margaret De 


harpist. 


soprano, 


concert 


is the ‘class’ commercial 


on broad- 


first 


one 


at start. Instrumentalists are little} 
more in the background, 
nicely. 


Timing of program awry, final| a), was a good bit. 


an) 


Artists be-|} 


two programs not 


| duced 


ELSIE JANIS 
Talk, Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 
Elsie Janis made her debut on ra- 
dio, subbing for Bob Ripley, who 


|} starts on a tour which will keep him 


Features Floyd|away from this country until May. 
organist; | Until that time Miss Janis will pinch 


hit for Rip. 

Althcugh Miss Janis professed to 
be very nervous during this broad- 
cast, her first, it wasn’t in evidence. 
If her knees were really shaking, as 
she claimed, then this period will be 
highly colored with unusual expres- 
sions—that unusual for radio- 
when she becomes an air vet. 

Miss here thought nothing 
of using word ‘nuts,’ which is 
| probably first time ether fans 


is, 


Janis 
the 
the 


cot a load of that expression through | 


the loud speaker, and offered to ‘un- 
the audience instead of ‘ad- 
them. And when she intro- 
Jack King the writer of 


dress 
dress’ 


as 


: : ns ; | ‘How Am I to Know,’ she said she 
high-pitched and therefore likely tO/ stil] thinks it’s a good song, even 
scare away dialers if heard in solo| though she’s a bride of one month. 


but do! patter as her forte. 


Miss Janis uses a kidding type of 
An imitation of 


| Ethel Barrymore, somewhat satiric- 


Two songs, one 


a # mnunch varietv eing c | p ~ =e 
number, of punch variety, being cut! q solo and the other with Jack King, 


off. 









Gelumbla System-—8:30 P.M. - 
ON LA PALINA PROGRAM 
Week February 6th 

RKO, Keith's, Washington 

Personal Management—Ted Colllas 
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ow FROOS 


NBC Management 
Appearing Regularly 
WJZ and WEAF 

Victor Recording Artist | 
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HARRY RESER 


BANJO SPECIALIST 
Conducting 


Gaps Wo Gass 


Radio’s Oldest Commercial 
Each Friday Evening, 9 to 9:30 E.S.T. 
WEAF, NBC RED NETWORK 





| 


rounded out her material. 


King had one solo chance, during} 


which he accompanied himself on 
piano. The ‘Low 
Down,’ which King announced 
as having authored 


the song was 


was 


No doubt but that Miss Janis will 
build as she goes along. But she 
had better look out for the air 
censors. 


MEN OF WOR 

With BETH CHALLIS 
Crchestra, Songs, Talk 
Sustaining 
WOR, New York 

Vatce of this period is in the Nght 
patter of the announcer, evidenily 
Roger Bower, a WOR staif man. 
Although an orchestra und Mis: 
Beth Challis are spotted on this 
period, the chatter is outstanding. 

Bower does a good piece of work 
on this period. Most of his stuff 
is amusing, and his gags are gags, 
which is something unusual for a 
radio comic. 

Toward the finish of the period, 
Bower started in to take it out on 
the orchestra leader, Sam Kissel, 
in a2 humorous way. 

Miss Challis is spotted for songs 
delivering pleasantly. Orchestra also 
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ALLISON and FIELDS 


Broadcasting Daily For 
MILLER FUR CO. 
GOSHEN SHIRT CO. 


1:15 P. M. Daily 
WBLEM—CBS, CHICAGO 














has its moments, 


| VAN and DON 
COMMERCIAL 
NBC, San Francisco 


Quaker Oats sponsors this team 
over NBC coast network six days 
weekly, and listeners have to be up 
at 7:45 in the°a. m. to hear ’em. 
Van Fleming and Don McNeill, ‘The 
Two Professors,’ conduct a screwy 
college of the air. 

In addition to their comic mate- 
rial boys have a parrot and a seal, 
born and thriving somewhere in the 
vocal chords, Latter is an effective 
device to plug Quaker Oats. Mate- 
rial is smart and apt to be satirical 
and burlesquey at times. 

Entire quarter hour is effective 
and provides a healthy pre-break- 
fast laugh. Kids apt to go for the 
vocal imitations, while the oldsters 
should like the chatter. 

















ED SULLIVAN 


(New York Evening Graphic) 


Has the Honor to Present 


EARL CARROLL 


as His Guest Star 


on the Gerardine Program next Tuesday P. M., Feb. 9, 
WABC, N. Y., over CBS National Network, 22 stations 


8:45 E.S.T.; 7:45 C.S.T.; 6:45 M.T., and 5:45 P.T. 


Don't Forget Bert Lahr, Lew Brown and Ray Henderson, Tonight, Feb. 2 
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CONTENTED PROGRAM 
Singing, Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 
WLS, Chicago 
Lots of thought and time was ex- 
pended on this one before every- 
body concerned agreed it was okay 
for network release, Lots of thought 
and time for eyerything about the 
program but its’ entertainment 
phases, and this Monday evening 
contribution from the outfit that 
glorified the smug bovine shows it. 
It took a flock of heavy huddles 
to decide on the introductory theme 
and another series of intense con- 
ferences to make sure that the cor- 


rect timbre came from the cow- 
bells used in the fore and tail ends 
of the program. Experts for the 
latter touch of versimilitude were 


consulted far and wide, with a jury 


of farmers brought in for the final 
verdict. 
One ingenious and imaginative 


member of the program's board of 
strategy uncorked the suggestion 
that the cowbell clang be accom- 
panied by the mooing of a cow, but 
this was vetoed as impractical. NBC, 
all the others concurred, most likely 
wouldn't fancy the idea of bringing 
a cow into the studio. And as for 
resorting to a sound effects expert, 
the board, with that one exception, 
doubted whether the imitation 
would be capable of conveying that 
realistic touch of contented mooing 
So the mooing and the cow were 
dropped from the continuity, but 
the bell stayed in. And to hear 
that bell come clanging in on the 
closing bars of ‘Tschaikowski's 
Fourth Symphony assures a treat 
for any musically sensitive ear. 
After all that effort in choosing 
the theme song (‘When the Cows 
Come Home’) and the aforemen- 


‘tioned sound effect, apparently little 


cerebral energy was left for 
criminate and intelligent devising 
of the entertainment. Either that 
or the fact that the commercial was 
intent upon encompassing the 
tastes of every class of listener 
could be responsible for the jum- 
bling together on a single program 
the latest output of cha-cha from 
tinpan alley, dixie spirituals, Tschai- 
kowski, ‘In the Gloaming,’ Victor 
Herbert, a tricky saxophone quintet 
and a Lehar waltz. 


That Carnation Milk doubted the 
pulling power of this NBC-con- 
fected pot-pourri and preferred not 
to take any chances on a gradual 
build-up of customer goodwill by 
sheer quality of ether entertainment 
was attested by the fact that it re- 
sorted to a substantial cash give- 
away stunt on its first cross-coun- 
try shot. Latter consists of a 
catchline writing contest, with 
weekly coin prizes and an auto as 
the grand magnet. Times being as 
they are, the offer of easy cash 
brought over 25,000 mail responses 
on the heels of the initial broadcast 
alone. All of which means a sure- 
fire audience each Monday evening 
waiting to hear the prize announce- 
ments, 


Spaces between the contest bally- 
hoos and eulogies on the contented 
bovine are filled by a 30-piece studio 
orchestra under the direction of 
Morgan IL. Eastman and the Fire- 
side Singers, a male harmony quar- 
tet from the NBC lists. Latter put 
on their usually adept performance, 
no matter the type of number as- 
signed them, while the Eastman 
combo manages to pass muster as 
one of those local studio combos 
acceptable to the average musical 
taste. Odec, 


dis- 


WILLARD ROBISON’S ORCH. 
Sustaining. 
WOR, New York. 


An orchestral period that’s differ- 
ent. The instrumentation is soft 
and slow, with Southern ballads 
mainly used. Numbers played are 
unfamiliar, but the arrangements 
and the manner of handling make 
them likeable, 

Manner of vocaling is in keeping 
with the slow tempo. Here and 
there a number is introduced by the 
announcer in story form, cueing into 
the song. 

The off-the-beaten-track flavor of 

















this period sells it, 











ED SULLIVAN 


Announcer 
COMMERCIAL ° 
WABC, New York 

Doubling as the Broadway col- 


umnist daily for the New York 
‘Graphic,’ and as the newest an- 
nouncer for Gerardine each T:1esday 
evening for 15 minutes, Ed Sullivan 
in his brief weekly air spell so far 
has brought forward some new and 
substantial 
have 


names. These 
M. and 
Flo Ziegfeld on respective evenings. 


guest 


been George Cohan 


Neither is a familiar air figure. 
Probably it was Ziegfeld’s ether 
debut. Among the show celebs 


otherwise, also on different eve- 


| nings, have been Helen Morgan and 


Buddy Rogers. Rogers appeared 
last Tuesday (26) for Sullivan, the 
same evening as did Zieggy. 

In a 15-minute interval Ziegfeld 
and Rogers are quite a guest blast 
for the commercial, in this instance 
a hair net or something. For his 
start at least Sullivan, throuzh 
sheer strength of assisting names 
alone, must attract attention to an 
air period formerly using Walter 
Winchell, 

Winchell, 
also Was 


wuen with Gerardine, 
under obligation to pro- 
duce at least one name for his 
weekly airs spiel. That Gerardine 
was conter™ to let Winchell go ata 
profit, the advertiser having re- 
ceived Winchell's weekly salary of 
$1,000 to first loan him to Lucky 
Strikes, and latterly to sell its Win- 
chell contract outright to the to- 
bacco firm for $30,000 for the re- 
mainder of the year, suggests that 
Gerardine as a commercial air ad- 
vertiser sees a way to secure free 
names for its ether time through a 
columnist, rather than the columnist 
himself. This goes similarly for all 
newspaper people now on the air 
and furnishing names as part of 
their radio labor. 

For the columnist the air expands 
the publicity area for the announcer. 
It gives the announcer, like Sul- 
livan, an added value to his news- 
paper and such syndication as his 
type matter may have. 

In announcing Sullivan doesn’t go 
in for gossip such as he partially 
colmunizes each day. Rather, it is 
straightforward announcing, and in 
that style. Perhaps this is through 
the limited time or that Sullivan be- 
lieves it is sufficient. It seems to 
be, because Sullivan has been add- 
ing something new to his names. He 
has made one or two of them so 
far presentations. He did that par- 
ticularly with Cohan, making a 
story of Cohan’s ‘Over There’ for 
Cohan to walk in on to briefly speak 
to the unseen, unknown and unes- 
timated audience. That ‘une: ii- 
mated audience’ looks doomed to 
remain one of the mysteries of radio, 
with no guide, rule or measure to 
accurately determine how many lis- 
teners in, despite the station’s hooey 
about its results or letters, etc. 

Ziegfeld spoke hastily and short- 


ly. Nothing more was expected 
from him. Rogers did a song in a 
voice away from the customary 


ding-dong of the Vallee-Crosby- 
Columbo examples of air likes. 
Rogers seemed to hit with his voice 
between all of them, in a most 
agreeable way and denoting that a 
singing Buddy Rogers is apt to be- 
come highly competitive to all of 
the pop air bawlers if rightly set 
and exploited for radio. 

Meanwhile, Sullivan, who gave up 
a career as a specialized sports 
writer to become his paper’s uptown 
columnist, and now is in for another 
career, is setting a hot follow-up 
for the others in giving so much to 
Gerardine for only 15 minutes in 
one week, Bige. 


1952 


CORSE PAYTON’S STOCK co. 
Sketch. 7 
Sustaining. 

WOR, New York, 

Object of this series, of which : 
is the first chapter, is to preser: 
type of meller-dramas that were 
sent out on the road a number of 
years ago, according to the 
announcement. Corse Payton’g 
sketches are supposed to be radio 


. 
” 


dramatizations of mellers which 
were popular long ago. 

Bide Dudley, veteran colun ist 
and ‘Aircaster’ for the New York 


‘Journal,’ introduced Payton with a 
few words. 


Dudley stated that 
when he was a kid he remembered 
seeing Payton’s road plays in hig 
home town in Kansas. That prob- 


ably was a long, long time ago. 
Title of the first sketch the 
‘Messenger from Jarvis Section.’ 
Typical old time meller which to-« 
day sounds like a parody instead of 
a play. It is full of deep dyed-ine 
the-wool villains, heroes with spirit. 
ed and flaming speeches and hero- 
ines overbrimming with flowery 
sentences. There’s a mortgage, with 
the villainous suitor holding it: the 


is 


lover who is supposed to be dead, 
the miserly uncle, the gang of cute 
throats and heroic Uncle Dan. 
Apparently the sketches are bee 
ing played before an invited audi« 


ence, which is in to hiss and boo. 
Reminiscent of the ‘Showboat*® 
periods on CBS. 








MARIAN» JIM 
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“SMACKOUT” 


1:45 p. m. C.S.T.—Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday—2:45 E.S.T, 


WMAQ, Chicago, to NBC- 
WJZ Network 

















“EASY ACES” 


(Sponsored by Lavoris) 


The Critics Raved—but they're 
gelling over it. 
Mon. 
N Wed. 
Fri. 


9 O'Clock 
C. S. T. 


4 
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COUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
Presents 


LEON 
BELASCO 


and His 


EMBASSY CLUB ORCHESTRA 
COLUMBIA NETWORK 


Friday 9:30 P. M. 
WOODBURY PROGRAM 
Pers. Mer. Herman Bernie, 





745 ith Ave., New York 




















LEO REISMAN 


POND’S PROGRAM ON WEAF OVER A RED NETWORK 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 


9:30 E.S.T.; 8:30 C.S.T.; 7:30 M.T.; 6:30 P.T., N. B. C. 




















On their 


15th Anniversary 


We extend our hearty congratulations to 


ALL Chicagoans know the wonderful shows that are pre- 
sented in their magnificent theatres throughout the city, 
where millions of theatregoers continually enjoy the benefit 
of their 15 years of progress. 

It is particularly gratifying to us that we have the privilege 
of broadcasting their radio programs from our new studios 
off the lower promenade of the Chicago Theatre. 


The Publix-Balaban & Katz Theatres 
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‘NBC-CBS AIRING 


‘GUEST STAR’ 
REQUESTS 





Looks like the day of gratis guest 


gtar appearances by radio ertists is 
over. CBS has taken official meas- 
ures to curb any more gue sting by 


its artists, while NBC is now frown- 
ing on it. 

; CBS has 
that no artists engaged for com- 
mercials are to appear as guests on 
other periods. As far as radio is 


goncerned, all CBS commercial peo- 


issued orders to 


ple are to perform only for those 
broadcasts for which they are en- 
gaged and paid. 


With CBS sustaining artists, not | 
working on commercials on that 
network, CBS will consider each 
gase as the occasion arises. Sus- 
taining CBS artists are no longer 
permitted to do ‘guest’ work where 


and when they will. CBS must be 


gonsulted first, and from the pres- | 
ent outlook CBS may turn down} 
the majority of requests. | 

The guest appearances by radio 


artists already under contract to a 
yadio advertiser have caused trou- 
ble. For the main part the adver- 
tisers squawked whenever a radio 
act whom they had engaged 
an appearance on another program, 
mainly with newspaper columnists. 

Last week Russ Colombo, brought 
to WOR by Bob Grannis, ‘Graphic’ 
writer handling the I. Miller broad- 
easts, was refused permission by 
Listerine to sing. All Colombo was 
permitted to do was talk. 

With advertisers against the 
practice and the networks similarly 
minded, it looks like all radio artists 
will henceforth have to stick to their 
ewn contracted periods solely. 





effect | 


made | 








‘THE GLOOM CHASERS” 





PROCTER & GAMBLE 


IVORY SOAP PROGRAM 


COLUMBIA 


BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
AT 8:45 PM. 


EASTERN STANDARD TIME 


MONDAYS ano WEDNESDAYS 


—. - Sr a 


NOW APPEARING IN | 


RKO VAUDEVILLE 


el 


—— 

























ED CONNIE 
Presents 


The Girl with a 
Smile tn Her Voice 


AILEEN 
STANLEY 


OLUSMOBILE’S 


MELODY SPEEDWAY 
WOR and 80 Associate Stations 





f 





Indie Goes Brotherly 





San Francisco, Feb. 1. 
The principle of brotherly 
love is diligently applied to the 
radio fraternity by KJBS, local 
indie all-night station, 
Station is on the air daytimes 
until sundown and silent until 








midnight. During afternoons it 
announces a list of feature ra- 
dio attractions due on NBC and 


CBS between 6 p. m. and mid- 
night. 
| Ralph Brunton, manager de- 
| scribes it as a news service, 


characterizing radio stations as 
‘public servants, just like 
newspapers.’ 











| 


| Ameri 


ling 


| 


tne 
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‘SALESMEN AS SHOWMEN | 
JUDGE RADIO PROGRAM | 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Before putting 


the final stamp of | with 


PETRILLO JAMS AUDITIONS 


Union Ties Up All Instruments But 
Ukes and Lyres 








Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Holding that non-union musicians 
cannot be used in studio auditions 
or entered into contests for air ex- 
ploitation in this town, Jimmy 
Petrillo, local musicians’ prexy, 











threw a monkey wrench into the 
Pontiac-Paul Whiteman ‘Youth of 
‘an’ contest held at NBC 
Studios here week. 

With a flock of musicians show- 
up for the local 


the 


last 


Whiteman was advised by the union | 
itha 


the contest was off far 


than the uke 


as 
instruments other 
Egyptian were concerned 

etrillo Was sure about the uke but 
was bothered by the Egyptian harp. 
Admitting he never heard of the in- 
strument before, Petrillo finally 
discovered it was on the level. It 
was the only instrument of its kind 
represented in the contest. 

Ruling applies only in 


lyre 


Chicago, | 


union jurisdiction in other 
towns not so drastic. Whiteman | 
j}was compelled to apologize to the 
musical contestants and bow them 
out, going ahead, however, with 
| singers and ukelele players. And 


approval on the twork show al- | 
jready confected <« it and set to 
|debut next month, Allen-A hosiery 
has arranged to try it out on its} 
jnational sales force, Latter are| 
holding a convention at the com- | 


| me ‘cial’s factories in Kenosha, Wis., 
the current week, and the 
ntire program’s acting-singing cast 
and orchestra are being imported 
'from Chicago for the event, 

Opinions of the _ store-to-store 
| boys will have a lot to do with the 
| final make-up of the production. 
It’s a musical comedy idea. Date 
lof program’s initial release over 
CBS is Mar. 4. 


Mildred Bailey Buys 


| during 





Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Cost Mildred Bailey $700 in 
cash to induce Jack Tebo, freelance 
agent, to tear up a personal man- 
agement contract she signed last 
summer, Settlement was effected 
last week after she had been ad- 
| vised by the NBC Artists Service 
|} that the Tebo document prevented 
|; the network from booking her on 


spot 





conflicting with the agent’s author- 
ity. 

Miss Bailey put her signature to 
12 Tebo agreement during a salary 
| dispute with Paul Whiteman while 
|} appearing at the Edgewater Beach 
last August. Differences were short- 


ly afterward straightened out and 
the singer resumed her spot in the 
Whitemar. organization, 





Femme Trio Goes A. M. 
Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Clara, Lu and Em come off their 
nightly release over NBC Feb. 13 
and move into a morning sched- 
ule on the same network the next 
day. Switch will increase the script 
act’s link from 11 to 40 stations. 
Program originated on WGN 
about two years ago and for the 
past 14 months has been under the 
auspices of Soap Suds, a Palm- 
olive product. 


CELEBRATING! 


Second Anniversary of 


HENRY 


THIES 


and His 
ORCHESTRA 


and 


CHARLES DAMERON 


Vocal Soloist 


at 
W-L-W 
Dedicatory Program 


SUNDAY, FEB. 7 


12 to 1A. M. 
NBC Blue Network 
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\, JOLLY BILL 






‘CREAM OF WHEAT’ PROGRAM 


Every Morning Over WJZ at 7:45 
National Broadcasting Company 








EDDIE DUCKIN 


AND HIS 


CELIA DAK CACO 
ORCHESTRA 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 


WEDNESDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
{2:PM 5:30PM. 12:P.M. 














Off Contract for $700 |: 








radio and other engagement without | 


| 
; 
. 
| 


any more Egyptian lyre virtuosos 
| that popped in for a try-out. 





Says Won Prize but 
Didn’t Collect—Sues 


Birmingham, Feb. 1. 

. $2,500 suit was filed at Memphis 
last week against the Charles H. 
Phillips Chemical Company by Sue 
Clay Coleman, 19. Miss Coleman 
claims that she should have won 
that first prize in a radio contest 
for making the most words out of a 
roduct name, 

The girl says she 
and the 


made 381 words 
winner made only 176, She 
wants that trip to Europe the win- 
ner got. 





auditions | 


as | 


and | 





+ 
> 
Radio Goes Swank 
Hallvwood Feb, * 
All the sxyrocketing an 
|| flash in Hollywood is not con 
| fined to the picture mob \ 
radio serial spieler who a few 
} months ago was earnipg $75 a 
week and is now it e dough 
has gone Hollywood in a big 
way. 
He recently leased a $100,- 
000 home, bought himself a 
Rolls and now has on his per- 
sonal payroll a chauffeur, but- 
ler, secretary and two maids. 
1 











Schaeffer Will Do Without | 


Names; Salaries Too High | 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

After dickering with 
stage namegs, including Julius gr? 
nen, the Four Marx Brothers, 
Jolson, Fred Allen, Walter oReete 
and Jay Flippen, Schaeffer Pen h: is) 
finally decided to resort to studio} 
staff entertainers for its 13-week | 
splurge on NBC, starting Feb. 14. 
Salaries asked by the marquee} 
mazda boys soured the commercia! | 
on its original idea of doing the 
ether job in a big way. | 

Program picked for the Sunday | 
afternoon broadcast includes a 24- 
piece studio combo under Josef 
Koestner and a comedy patter team, 
Fred Gill and Bill Demling. 


Airing Gov.'s Daughter 


Governor 


a score 


| 





Roosevelt's 





An Audition Gets Girl 
CBS Network Program 


Ruth, a radio novice, is 
ler contract to CBS for four sus- 
|tainings weekly. She will use the 
| billing of ‘Sleepy Time Gal.’ 

, According to CBS, Miss Ruth has 
| 


Vivian 
| une 


had no previous air experience, but 
was engaged purely on results of 
an audition, 





Jolson Back on Air? 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Al Jolson is being offered to Fish- 
er Body by NBC for a series of 13 
programs. Jolson has set his figure 
at $10,000 per broadcast. General 
Motors is figuring on putting its 
subsid on the network around the 
middle of the current month, but is 
up in the air as to type of enter- 
tainment. 

Among the shows already audi- 
tioned for the tonneau maker was 
a 65-piece symphony orchestra, 
piped into Detroit last week from 
the local NBC studios, 


CBS Shifts Chi Staff 


Chicago, Feb, 1. 

Latest personnel shuffle at 
WBBM, CBS local key, wound up 
with Chauncey Parsons in as mu- 
sical supervisor, Hugh Aspinwald 
shifted from that job to the an- 
nouncing staff and Alfred Saxe de- 
parting to make room for Aspin- 
wald. 

Saxe, who formerly managed 
CFCF, Montreal, immediately after 
the WBBM breakaway, stepped into 
an interlocutor assignment at WJJD 
here. 








Another Program Lister 
Birmingham, Feb. 1. 





| dance spot in Louisville Feb. 18. 


Refusal of local newspapers to 
print complete radio programs of 
local broadcasting stations has 


brought into existence the ‘Southern 


Radio News.’ ‘The sheet is issued 
weekly. 
The paper is. printed on the} 


presses of the defunct ‘Independent,’ 
paper that was short lived. 


ee 


a daily 


Program’s Auto Show Date 
San Francisco, Feb, 1. 


NBC's ‘Spotlight Revue,’ variety 
program, travels to Seattle, Feb. 29, 


for the annual five day show there. 
Will broadcast the regular pro- 


gram from KOMO. 








Four Horseman into the Uptown ! 
Village, Chicago, Feb. 6. Replacing 
Jimmy Garrigan orch. i 

Mark Fisher has organized an | 

hestra and slated to open at a | 


Mrs. Curtis B. Dall, and Mrs. Sin- 
clair Lewis (Dorothy Thompson), 
jare engaged for the CBS Linit | 
|} broadcasts of Feb. 10 and Feb. 11, 
respectively. Both will go on the 
periods gratis. 

Linit sponsors the ‘Bath Club’ 
programs which features various 
femme celebs who go before the | 
mike for the kick they might get 


-out of it. 


KOLB AND DILL’ S ‘SERIAL 


San Francisco, Feb, 1. 

Kolb and Dill go radio tomorrow 
(2), for Gilmore Oi] Co. over NBC 
coast network, doing a script serial] 
thrice weekly. 

Dialect team will have a support- 
ing cast and, for initial program, 
will have California's broadcasting 
governor, Jimmy Rolph, as guest 
of honor. 


i a 


Rolfe’s Radio Idea 


NBC is considering a new music 
broadcast idea on a sustaining basis 
which has been submitted to M. H. 
Aylesworth by B. A. Rolfe. 

Rolfe wants to lead an orchestra 


| mencing on 


| 
} 
daughter, 
} 
| 
' 
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Union Almost Snags Whiteman-RKO 
Hour; Detours Camel Act's Chi Date 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 


Edict issued by President James 
Petrillo of the musicians local al- 
most kept Paul Whiteman off the 
RKO hour last Friday (29) night. 
Either RKO must pay for 19 stand- 
by men while the Whiteman combo 
was on the air or the act coudn't 
take part in the program, Petrillo 
idvised. Circuit figured up the cost, 
$323, and decided that the program 
wou'd have to get along without 
Whiteman. 

At the last minute the Whiteman 
band went oh, Whiteman himself 


for the 19 
also pledged 


guaranteeing the bill 
stand-by men. NBC 
to meet the union's demands if RKO 
subsequently refused to pay. 
Application of the same ruling in 


he instance of the Camel How 

troupe, also booked to tour for RKO, 

st week caused the circuit to 
(Continued on 


page ) 


Kerr’s Commercial 

Pratt & Lambert broadcasts com- 
CBS March 1 will be 
called ‘Voice of a Thousand Shades.’ 
Jack Kerr, of the musical comedy 
stage, will be featured. 

Irwin Gluckman, formerly in the 
music department of Par-Publix, 
will lead an orchestra of 26 pieces. 
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of about 65 pieces once weekly in 
some new sort of music titi 
make-up. 


Engagements 


Elsie Janis replaces Bob Ripley 
on Esso, NBC, while Ripley vaca- 
tions until May 4. Miss Janis start- 
ed Friday (29). 
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Kedzie 

Westside spot is cutting out its 
full week policy, due to inability 
to get a compromise from the op- 
erators’ union, and is going into 
three days a week only. Which, of 
course, means week-ends. Showing 
nights will be switched from 
Wednesday to Friday. 

Last Wednesday bargain night 
had eight acts for the mob. Abe 
Cohn, operator of the spot, is hav- 
ing trouble getting the crowds 
seated for the first of the two eve- 
ning shows, while the final perform- 
ance plays to half a house. Which 
would indicate that he’s starting 
his first show too late for this zgo- 
to-sleep-early neighborhood. 

Opening were Three Little Dears, 
acrobatic turn peppered with good 
and bad comedy attempts. Idea of 
opening with two of the performers 
as kids in a crib drew its laugh, 
but they went nowhere after that. 
Comedy evidently inserted at ran- 
dom to camouflage the basic weak- 
ness of the acrobatics. There is 
only one real stunt in the entire 
routine, a head somersault. Name 
of the turn is a handicap in itself. 

Leo Prince was a last-minute 
booking with his accordion. Ran 
through ae series of tunes and 
walked off satisfied. Wilson and 
Bell need an entirely new arrange- 
ment of their rookie-and-officer 
comedy idea. Stuff here, with its 
foundation on fake manipulation of 
a rifle, hadn’t a chance for laughs. 

Sharlot’s Girl Revue was ama- 
teurish, giving this mob here, which 
uses the chandeliers for cuspidors, 
a chance to yowl. Line of six girls 
stamp through unoriginal fake 
steps, a girl attempts to sing, a 
fellow tries a brutal Spanish num- 
ber, another boy hoofer does the 
best work of the turn, while through 
it all a femme at the piano guides 
the entire jumble, trying to keep 
the thing in order with vigorous 
shaking of her head. 

Radio Tony, local radio artist, 
demonstrated that it takes some- 


ing the summer rep tent show for 
the regular Chase-Lister Players. 


Slated to open about May 1 at New- 
ton, Ia. 


Melva Gerard joins Frank Win- 
ninger Players Feb. 7 at Freeport, 
[llinois. 


E. E. Truesdale Players, dramatic 
co., closed its stock season at Ma- 
jestic, Cedar Rapids, la., last week. 


Horace Sistare, formerly with the 
National theatre here, has taken 
over the Auditorium theatre at 
Erie, Pa., and is reported organizing 
a stock company for the house. 


Ruth Stone has joined Rotnour 

Players, mow touring through Wis- 
consin. Elton Hackett now with the 
Clyde Gordonnier Players at the 
Grand, Evansville, Ind. 
Harry Minturn, whose ‘Blue 
Ghost’ company has just completed 
a tour of the Publix-Great States 
theatres, is holding the company to- 
gether fog further legit time in the 
midwest. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 34) 


reason for the girls to put him into 
practically complete eclipse. 

The Six Steppers function out on 
the apron, filling in the gap for the 
setting of the Tashman set, swank 
arrangement of drapes to represent 
a boudoir. The sextet supply an 
animated interiude of stepping and 
gave the crowd no excuse for rest- 
lessness while waiting for the fea- 
ture that apparently brought most 
of them. 

Puck and White were billed, but 
not easily identified. at this second 
show of the opening day. Tashman 
episode had a certain glamor from 
the svelt, wisecracking blonde’s 
presence, but the rest was just me- 
chanical Paramount. Rush. 








thing more than mike-presence to 
make good behind the footlights. 
He was on and off before the audi- 
ence knew what was happening. He 
worked behind a dummy mike, il- 
lustrating how he changes his voice 
to simulate various radio charac- 
ters. Not a ripple here. Needs a 
script and stage hints. 

After that the ball bounded 
sharply, ending in a blaze of solid 
entertainment. Two Aristocrats, 
man and woman comedy instru- 
mental turn, landed powerfully. 
Start routine in tramp costume, 
both as men; the lady, who is un- 
derdressed, disrobing on the stage 
to regulation s.a. femme costume. 

Watts and Hawley, labeled as 
guest stars, took full honors next 
to closing. Watts made the most of 
his bulk for laughs and built stead- 
ily to a smash close on his comedy 
songs, while Miss Hawley managed 
the keyboard. International Four, 
three men and one gal skating turn, 
were peaches and cream to top off 
the arrangement. They have a fleet 
of sock stunts, all managed nicely 


and at lightning speed. In the 
houses of smalle: seating capacity, 
they're set. 

Gold. 


Joe Abramson, furmerly at South- 
town, now at loop McVickers as 
assistant mer. for Publix-B&K. 
Abramson was formerly office mar. 
here for United Artists exchange, 





Donald Foster has left the cast of 
‘Girl Crazy,’ musical now playing 
Publix deluxe houses. Has received 
transportation from Equity and is 
returning to New York. 


Glenn F. Chase starting organiz- 








PARADISE, CHICAGO 


(‘Darktown Follies’) 
Chicago, Jan. 30. 

For an anniversary show, exempli- 
fying 15 years of B. & K. stage 
leadership in town, this makeshift 
colored frolic seems inadequate. It 
was for this colored aggregation 
that the F. & M. unit, scheduled for 
this west side arena, was laid off. 
Admitting that the talent is scarce 








RKO STATE LAKE 
CHICAGO 
“MURDERS IN THE RUE 
MORGUE” 


With BEL‘. LUGOSI and 
SIDNEY FOX 
IT’s A UNIVERSAL 


around this territory, the collection 
of acts in this production could be 
worse, 

Not so much the talent that trou- 
bles this unit though. It’s the gen- 
eral production lines—slow and 
overburdened. For example, the 
first performance ran 59 minutes, 
and the best the producers could do 
with it later was to chop off five 
minutes, where 25 minutes would 
have made a vast improvement. 
Since when have picture house 
stage shows turned into tabs? 
Especially with only a few acts to 
work with, where is the showmanly 
logic in permitting an act to hog the 
show? 

Yet that’s exactly what happens 
here. Jazz Lips Richardson, whose 
eccentric hoofing would ordinarily 
goal ’em on one routine, was per- 
mitted to drag himself out for three 
numbers, and by that time the edge 
was off because Richardson's best 
stuff was in his first spasm. Para- 
lelling this were Harrison and Elmo, 
standard colored comedy team, who 
did well with their dice game skit 
until they followed up with song 
and dance. Where's the reasonable 
excuse after Richardson and the 
Three Rhythm Dancers had already 
concluded their legmania? 

It’s these little items that make or 
unmake a show. And instead of a 
chorus lineup of 20 girls that for a 
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colored group look pretty amateur- 
ish, why not a choral body in the 
usual Negro spiritual way? Solo 
vocalist, James Russian, whose 
voice is better than his appearance, 
comes out in a street suit that any- 
thing but enhances his heavy figure. 
This chap was particularly discord- 
ant to the eye in front of a costumed 
scene with the girls. For hotcha 
blues Harriett Calloway was ex- 
pected to come through, but evi- 
dently the anticipation was greater 
than realization. As a result, Miss 
Calloway went out after the first 
day and was replaced by Jennie 
Dancer. 

Benny Moten’s band, from Kan- 
sas City, backgrounded the produc- 
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tion, supplying the nearest to hot 
entertainment in the layout. At 
that, Moten’s outfit didn’t sizzle, but 
compared to the rest of the show’s 
temperature it was at least warm. 
Ralph Cooper, in a minstrel suit 
that failed to establish any connec- 
tion with the type of this produc- 
tion, tried to make something of his 
m.c. job, but the effort apparently 
died with the attempt. Cooper 
might be talented in some way, but 
if so he didn't show it here, being 
content with straight introductions. 

Were it not for the punch deliv- 
ered by the Rhythm Boys, who were 
at the Chicago two weeks ago with 
Cantor and Jessel, the show would 
have muffed much more. This hoof- 
ing trio represent one of the top- 
notch leg teams in the colored field 
today. 

Overture session, with J. Walter 
Davidson in the pit, devoted itself to 
a reprise of pop numbers under the 
heading of a ‘Concert in Color.’ 
Screen slides flashing lyrics invited 
community warbling, but little re- 


sponse. 

‘Forbidden’ (Col) screen feature. 
At the last performance Friday 
night biz way off. Span. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Jan, 29. 

Purse strings stretched far at the 
Imperial this week with stage pres- 
entation one of the most elaborate 
and colorful seen here in weeks. 
With Armida’s build-up at Shea’s 
Hipp. strong on the Mexican angle, 
the Imperial, changing weekly bill 
the previous day, beat the only 
other vaude and picture house here 
to the gun by also staging a Mexi- 
can idea bill, only to find that Ar- 
mida had had immigration trouble 
at the border, with head-line act 
jerked out at the RKO house and 
leaving the Imperial a clear field. 

Although short on draw-power, 
bill looks expensive, costume out- 
lay a seemingly large item. Velvet 
parts on full-stage hacienda set 
with pit-band elevated to grilled 
balcony at rear. Line-up of seven 
boys and seven girls into a rhumba- 
rhythm number, very nicely dressed, 
and eye and ear filling. Further 
color lent when boys doff Mexican 
blankets for whirl effects. Line-up 
step-outs for solos and whole num- 
ber never slowing in action. Nelly 
Fernandez into a shuffle number, 
with Eduardo Delgado singing and 
line-up keeping up the quick pace 
with castanet and tambourine tim- 
ing. 

Chiquita trails with a song in 
Mex and English, brunette looker 
scoring on personality and raising 
her credit-rating when she goes 
into the ‘Violets’ number introduced 
here by Raquel Meller five years 
ago. Girl tosses out flowers to the 
down-fronters and then parades the 
aisle for the usual intimate stuff. 

Stage bill has had a dog act each 
week this month. This time it’s 
Brancel with a couple of trick ter- 
riers. Canines in clever balancing 
bits and flips, with engaging busi- 
ness of Brancel adding to entertain- 
ment value of an act that scored. 

Line-up back for another rhumba 
number in pairs, a very modified 
version of the Cuban cooch, but 
costumes again carry, with girls 
wearing pounds of ruffles. Beauty 
enhanced by the gleaming combs 
and mantillas. Boys in the usual 
Mex outfit. Lucinda and Ricardo 
out for a tango, both in silver and 
stunning. Les Gellis trail in a syn- 
chronized stew-dance and then into 
acrobatics and strong-arm _ stuff 
with stooge on to add laffs. Act 
made a hit when caught. Line-up 
back for finale and another whirl of 
amazing grace and color that gives 
the cash-customers the best six- 
bits value in weeks. 

Pit-band overture of southern 
melodies has Jack Arthur wielding 
the baton with Horace Lapp taking 


over for stage presentation. Fea- 
ture is ‘Charlie Chan’s Chance’ 
(Fox). McStay. 





STANLEY 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 29. 


Looks like the film house boys are 
wising up. For a long time you 
could expect a flimsy program re- 
lease on the screen whenever there 
was a stage name around, but 
they’re not taking any chances 
these days. There’s Chic Sale at 
$4,000 a week head ing the presen- 
tation, which a year ago would 
have called for a third-rate film. 
Today it’s ‘Taxi, and ‘Taxi’ and 
Jimmy Cagney are b.o. here. 

That gives the Stanley a double- 
barreled draw, with both the stage 
and screen delivering a punch, 
Sale from a box-office angle is still 
something of a toss-up in a presen- 
tation site. He’s made only one 
feature picture, ‘Star Witness,’ but 
that one shattered a summer record 
here, so maybe it’s enough. 

As far as service is concerned he 
is anything but a toss-up. To those 
that knew him in vaude and the 
legit that’s no surprise. And those 
who think he’s just another screen 
star coming around for one of those 
personals on his flicker rep are 
more than surprised. 

At 60 cents here Sale is giving 
them the same stuff he gave the $4 
mob at the Alvin slightly more than 
a year ago in ‘Hello, Paris.’ He goes 
through all of his rural character- 
izations, winding up with-Lem Putt 
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Judgment for $11,843 was entered 
against William Anthony McGuire 
on eastern claims. Principal one is 
a $10,750 jewelry bill with Udell & 
Ballou, New York, 

Spotlight theatre, former beanery, 
opened. Group will present new 
plays at 25 cents, with first ‘Stage 
Wives,’ by Eulalie Andreas and Lois 
Barce, 


Edwina Booth and Duncan Renal- 
do, ‘Trader Horn’ team, are paired in 
Fanchon Roy.vr’s' production of 
‘Brass Buttons’ for Sono-Art. Wal- 
lace Fox directing. 


Nat Vincent and Fred Howard 
(‘Happy Chappies’) of KMPC go 
studio-storming this month, appear- 
ing Thursday nights at KFXM, San 
Fernardino and Friday evenings 
over KSMR, new Bakersfield sta- 
tion. 

Their 
those 
disks, 


regular KMPC 
nights will be 


programs 
released on 





Rodney, Lloyd, Alexander and 
Lois Pantages are being sued fop 
$51,482 as their share of drilling two 
beach oil wells. Suit brought by 
receivers of The Elmer Co., one of 
the Beesemyer flops. 


Charles Gay, lion farmer, sued on 
a $2,000 note by executor of the 
estate of the late George Henry 
Orme. 


Jess Willard, set upon by five 
separate claimants of a $106 stopped 
check issued by him during the 
building on of his Hollywood mar. 
ket, attempted to place the money 
with the county clerk and let the 
claimants fight it out. Court wasn’t 
willing. 


Cast for ‘Shining Blackness’ 
which Arthur G. Collins will pro- 
duce at the Mason includes Lucille 
La Verne, Juliet Compton, Andrew 
Lawlor, Charlotte Walker, John 
Hyams, Fred Howard, and Virginia 
Howell, 





and a punch line that classifies him 
as ‘The Specialist,’ and he finishes 
as strong as he starts. At this show 
Sale was a cinch, giving the mob 
plenty of opportunities to use their 
mitts. They took advantage of it, 
too, and working in two spots he 
was a smash all the way through. 
A neat production surrounds Sale. 
Annie, Judy and Zeke, doing a hill- 
billy act, bolster the rural atmos- 
phere, and trio stopped te show 
working between Sale’s two appear- 
ances. Around here a year ago, 
they were a sensation, and the same 
thing now without a change in their 
act. The Three Steppers, colored 
hoofers, okay, and Lovey Sisters do 
two songs and a dance, although one 
of the songs could be eliminated. 
Dick Powell back as m.c. after 
a week in East Liberty at the En- 
right, and keeps pretty well in the 
background this week, although 
what he has to do in his own spe- 
cialty and otherwise is okay. First 
week, too, for Stanley’s permanent 
chorus of 16 gals, and routines were 
good enough to get a nice exit 
hand, unusual for line stuff. 
Cohen. 


STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan, 27. 
Self-assertedly minus any fixed 
routine, Polly Moran stayed on the 
State rostrum for upwards of 15 
minutes and in that time built her- 


self in and up with the aid of a few 
strong lines, a little bellowing, and 
a cargo of showmanship. As Sam 
Jack Kaufman, the prevailing ring- 
master at this house, was parked 
for the week in the pit, there was 
no special help from that direction. 
Not that Miss Moran has any need 
of an m.c. to steady her. Rather 
the reverse. Her superb command 
of the situation left nothing for an 
m.c, to do but blend with and into 
the scenery. 

Packed into a svelte rust-colored 
afternoon gown and pretty Bilt- 
moreish for a slapstick comedienne, 
Miss Moran carried the Fanchon & 
Marco unit and was not carried by 
it. Her performance was a triumph 
of personality. 

‘Marche Militaire’ as a unit is a 
flashy paraphrase on the. weli- 
known zouave drills, Girls dance 
thrice in various uniforms, the 
finale being in iridescent sequins. 
Rest of the talent, also in martial 
livery, included Rodney and Gould, 
eccentric acrobatic hoofers, and 
Large and Mangner, a novelty team 
of two acrobats having two legs be- 
tween the pair of them. There was 
also Charles Irwin, a standby who 
will not speak so that he can be 
understood. Irwin on the second 
performance was alluring 50% of 
his chatter. That represents the 
margin between making an impres- 
sion or puzzling people. Irwin, al- 
ways a good performer, would be 
well advised to toss the Piccadilly 
into a convenient creek and speak 
out clearly and crisply. 

On the human interest angle alone 
Large and Mangner qualify as high- 
ly combustible for any theatre and 
that statement applies internation- 
ally. They are competent acrobats 
on top of the other angle. Wearing 
one cloak for both, their entrance 
excites instant interest through the 
Siamese effect achieved. Showman- 
ly all the way. 

Rodney and Gould's stuff is neatly 
done and persuaded laughter easily 
Louise Fazenda came up from the 
audience on the second show open- 
ing day and brought bleats of pleas- 
ure from the kids. She ad libbed 





briefly with Miss Moran, during 
which Miss Fazenda’s own ap- 
proaching appearance was men- 


tioned. 
Metro’s ‘Lovers Courageous,’ the 
same company's newsreel and the 


— 


Kaufmanites’ pit overture, nicely 
received, rounded out the show. 
Land, 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 28. 

It’s football week at the Parae 
mount again. Erny Pinckert, U.S.C, 
fullback, ig the big attraction, For 
once a local non-theatrical person- 
ality gets on a stage and dces some< 
thing, but he reaches ’way back for 
it. In a five-minute chalk talk, 
Pinckert manages to satisfy the 
audience with three drawings—one 
of Georgie Stoll, m.c.; of Rockne, 
and Howard Jones. Someone has 
handed him a line of light chatter 
which is not bad and gives the im- 
pression that the footballer is at 
ease on the stage. Of course he 
talks about Johnny Baker's goal and 
the U.S.C.-Notre Dame game. What 
Californian doesn't? 

That the booking means nothing 
at the b.o. is evidenced by an ex-« 
ceptionally poor house for the 8 p.m, 
show Thursday (opening day). 

For a gag finish to the presenta- 
tion, Pinckert kicks an autographed 
football out into the audience. One 
ball should do for the entire week, 
as he kicks it into the balcony. 

Remainder of the presentation 
shows a little more talent than hag 
been displayed for the past month, 
Georgie Stoll, former Loew’s State 
and Carthay circle m.c.-leader, is if 
front of the stage band. Combinf- 
tion has snapped up under the Stoll 
leadership and turns out a hot 
brand of music. 

Red Corcoran, hoke banjoist, in 
his third week at the house, is held 
down considerably. He has been 
running riot with a flock of bum 
gags, and this week does one bit 
with Stoll that is less than nothing. 

Gogo Delys, blues singer, who was 
with Stoll at the Carthay, sings one 
number with a good lowdown voice 
and a flash of personality, Stande 
out of the presentation. 

Two solo dancers, Mae Parker 
and Touts Nouvelle, former a wigs 
gler and latter an acrobatic dancer, 
account for themselves fairly, but 
they are just a repetition of a hun- 
dred other dancers who have filled 
in these local stage shows. 

Stoll got good returns with Kreis- 
ler’s ‘Caprice,’ soloed on the violin. 

Line had it easy with a short tap 
for the opening and a tapped foot- 
ball formation for finale. Nothing 
unusual—just a lot of bodies mov- 
ing around—but giving enough ate 
mosphere to make the stage show 
look like production. 

“fomorrow and Tomorrow (Par) 
feature, with a Fleischer cartoon 
and Par News completing wee 
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01 BRILL SUCCUMBS 
TO LONG ILLNESS 


Sol Brill, 54, who opened his first 
motion picture theatre in 1904, died 
at his New York home, Jan. 26, after 
a long illness. Funeral services were 
held in the West End Synagogue, 
Jan. 28. 

Brill’s first film house was the 
Broadway theatre, Brooklyn, but he 
rapidly ran this into a string. At 
the time of his death he owned 15 
theatres, chiefly located in Brook- 
lyn, Staten Island, and Port Jervis, 
N. Y. 

Brill was president of the Isle 
Theatrical Corp., and the Sol Brill 
Enterprises, Inc. At one time he 
was part owner of the Sheridan 
Square, but at the time of his death 
was interested in no theatres in 
Manhattan. He also was president 
of the Meserole Securities Corp. He 
is survived by his widow, three 
daughters, three sisters and a 
brother. 








Joe Havel, Vet. Booker, 


Dies as Picture Player 
Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 

Joe Havel, 63, veteran vaude per- 
former and booker, die i at his home 
here Jan. 24. 

For the past 12 years he had been 
playing in pictures, but before that 
he was in vaudeville and at one 
time was a tooker for the Sullivan 
& Considine circuit. He was a 
brother of Tommy Havel (O’Brien 
and Havel) and is survived by his 
gon, Harry Havel. 





Fred Ackerman Dead 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Fred Ackerman, 57, manager 
the Victoria theatre here, died 
the Americar hospita¥ Jan. 26 
intestinal complications, 

Before joining the Victoria as 
manager Ackerman had been well 
known in the loop as treasurer of 
several legit and vaude houses. He 
was a charter member of the Treas- 
urers’ organization here. 

3urial at Groton, S. D. 
not married. 
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GEORGE MONROE DEAD 


George W. Monroe, 75, well known 
vaudeville and legit actor until his 
retirement nine years ago, 
Jan. 29, in Atlantic City, N. J. 

Among his early shows were ‘My 
Aunt Bridget’ and ‘Aunt Bridget’s 
Baby.’ Later he played in ‘Mid- 
night Sun’ and the 1919 ‘Passing 
Show.’ He was one of the original 
White Rats. Widow, Anna Ken- 
wick, daughter and a granddaughter 
survive. 





Mortimer Wilson, 56, conductor 
and composer, died at his home in 
New York Jan. 27. He was the au- 
thor of a number of compositions 
and for three years director of the 
Atlanta Philharmonic. 

Recently he has been teaching 
and conducting his own organiza- 


tion. He is survived by a son, Mor- 
timer, Jr. 





Blanche Hayden, 80, who once 
Played with Lester Wallack and 
Dion Boucicault, died at her home 
in Brooklyn, Jan. 25. Interment in 
Mt. Olivet cemetery there, 





Mother of Perle Kincaid, dramatic 
actress, died at her home in Ster- 
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ling, Kan., Jan. 20. 





Wife, 63, of Robert Jackson, presi- 
dent of” Musicians’ Local 325, San 
Diego, Cal., died at her home re- 


) cently, 
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onmma Coburn, sister of Chas. D. 
Coburn, English actor, died Jan. 28 
in Savannah, Ga., after an illness 
°f more than a year. She was at 
one time well known as an accom- 
Panist to concert artists. Inter- 
ment there Jan. 29. 


a alter H. Birdseye, 59, for more 
Pay 18 years superintendent of 
°ncessions for Oklahoma State 
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Fair, died at his home in Oklahoma 
ty, Jan. 27, of pneumonia. 
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IN FONDEST MEMORY 
of My Friend 


ALFRED de MANBY 


Who Died February 1, 1920 


JERRY VOGEL 








| survived by his widow, 


Anton Heindl’s Death 
Removes B’way Figure 


Anton Heindl, 53, son of Alex 
Heindl, one of the founders of the 
Boston Symphony orchestra, and 
himself well known as a conductor 
for musical shows, died at his home 
in Merrick, L. I, Jan. 28. 

He was connected with Klaw and 
Erlanger for 11 years, and was lead- 
er for several Jolson shows. He is 
survived by his widow. 





Wm. Hodge Succumbs 





William Hodge, 57, actor and 
playwright, died suddenly at his 
home in Greenwich, Conn., Jan. 30. 
He had been living in retirement 
since last May and was in the best 
of health until a short time ago 
when he contracted a cold which 
developed into pneumonia. 


Funeral services were held yes- 


To Pneumonia Attack | 





terday, (Monday), following which 
the remains were cremated. He is 
Helen Cogs- 
well Hodge, two daughters, Mrs. 
Theodore Law and Miss Martha 
Hodge, and a son, William, Jr. 


Actor was born in Albion, N. Y.. 
in 1874. On graduation from school 
he joined his brother, who had a 
theatrical troupe and was dismissed 
13 times before the company final- 
ly closed. He then organized a 
touring rep company and in 1960 
got his first real chance with the 
Rogers Bros. in ‘The Reign of Er- 
ror. There followed a two year 
engagement with James A. Hearne, 
terminated by the death of that 
star, and he went to Chas. Froh- 
man, playing in ‘Sky Farm,’ ‘Peg- 
gy From Paris,’ and ‘Mrs. Wiggs 
of the Cabbage Patch.’ In 1907 he 
came into his own in ‘The Man 
From Home,’ which ran for a year 
in Chicago followed by two years 
in New York. 

In later years Hodge became 
known as a strong road star with 





his weakest drawing point invari- 
ably New York. 


TIM O’DONNELL DIES 


Veteran Vaude Agent Victim of 
Kidney Trouble—Widow Survives 


Tim O'Donnell, 47, Keith and RKO 
agent for 25 years, died Jan. 29 in 
Flushing hospital, Flushing, New 
York, after a brief attack of kidney 
trouble. His widow survives. 

Most of O’Donnell’s long vaude- 
ville career was spent .as a sort of 
protege of Pat Casey's. He was 
first employed by Casey as an office 
boy, later as a theatre usher, and 
finally went into the Casey office as 
an associate agent. Prior to that 
he played in vaudeville with a bi- 
cycle act. 

About 25 years ago O’Donnell be- 
came an associate agent with Casey 
and remained until the latter left 
the agency business about two years 
ago. Since then O’Donnell had been 
with other RKO agencies, his last 
affiliation being with George Choos. 





Heart Failure Takes 


Outdoor Showman 


Maj. Chas. F. Rhodes, 58, veteran 
showman, who held concessions at 
most of the large outdoor exposi- 
tions, was stricken by and died of 
heart failure in Chicago Jan. 26. 
Body was shipped to Lexington, Va., 
for interment, 

In addition to his concession ac- 
tivities he had been connected with 
101 Ranch, Buffalo Bill’s Wild West, 
Ringling, Barnum & Bailey and 
Sells Floto. 





Max August Giersch, member of 
Musicians’ Local 47, Los Angeles 
died there recently after a linger- 
ing illness. Interment in Daven- 
port, Ia. 


Mother, 69, of Ben Bloomfield, as- 
sistant manager at the Chicago 
theatre, Chicago, died in Montreal 
Jan. 12. 

Henry Landers, vet IL.A.T.S E. and 
T.M.A. member, died at his home 
in San Francisco. 





Wife of Bobby Beers, trumpeter- 
bandsman, died at her home in New 


9 


York, of cancer, Jan. 27. 


Herbert Waring, 75, died in Lon- 
don. Jan. 31. He first appeared in 





the U. S. with Mary Anderson. 


WILLIAM WRIGLEY, JR., | 
DIES IN HIS SLEEP 


William Wrigley, Jr., millionaire 
chewing gum manufacturer and 
largely interested in amusement 
ventures, died in his sleep Tuesday 
morning, Jan. 26, at Pheonix, Ariz. 
He had been suffering from acute 
He is 





indigestion for several days. 


survived by a son, Philip K. Wrig- | 


ley. 

The elder Wrigley recentiy be- 
came actively associated with Par- 
amount-Publix as a member of the 
board of directors. 





B. B. Hampton, Promoter, 
Dies in N. Y. Hospital 


3en. B. Hampton, 56, advertising 
man, publisher and motion picture 
promoter, died @n Mt. Sinai hos- 
pital Jan. 31. 

Starting as a newspaper man, he 
turned his attention to magazin¢ 
publishing, renaming the ‘Broad 
way Magazine’ Hamptons, and mak- 
ing it into a success. 

Later he became interested in 
motion pictures and reorganized the 


old Vitagraph co., then tottering 
He was also interested in othe: 
motion picture ventures and re- 


cently was mentioned in connection 
with the RKO reorganization. He 
had been interested in certain ob- 
jectives of the MPTOA and re- 
cently produced ‘A History of the 
Movies.’ 

His first wife was Maria Bartle- 
son and after her death he married 
Claire Adams, actress, 

He is survived by his widow and 
five children by his first marriage. 





FOX AGENT KILLED 


Carlos Jiminez, agent for Fox 
Films in Panama, stabbed by a 
waiter in a cabaret Jan. 28, died the 
following day. 

Jiminez was known in New York 
and Hollywood, where he had served 
in various capacities. The knifing 
occurred when the film man dis- 
puted what he regarded an ex- 
orbitant restaurant check. 


PERCY CHAPMAN DEAD 


Percy Chapman, 44, for the past 
12 years a member of the vaude 
team of Chapman and Ring, died in 
Tampa, Fla., Jan. 17, of heart failure. 

Interment in New Orleans, 








Coast Musician Dies 
Franz Xavier Arens, 75, founder 
of the N. Y. People’s Symphony 
orchestra, died at his home in Los 
Angeles, Jan. 28, of heart disease. 
His widow and three sons sur- 
vive. 





Whiteman Union Jam 





(Continued from page 53) 


change its mind about routing the 
cigarette ether act into Chicago. 

Milton Schwarzwald, RKO musi- 
cal director, had the Whiteman act, 
which was o.: the local Palace bill 
last week, tabbed for a couple of 
contributions to the weekly broad- 
cast. He figured that Whiteman 
could be picked up from the NBC 
studios here immediately after the 
band had wound up its commercial 
program, one ether show following 
the other on the same network. 

When Petrillo got wind of the 
Schwarzwald intention he informed 
Whiteman that it couldn’t be done 
unless a standby man was hired for 
each member of the latter’s band. 
Scheduled rate for extra musicians 
in that silent capacity is $17 per 
man. Whiteman’s instrumental 
unit numbers 19 men. 


Whiteman described the situation 


to Schwarzwald in New York over 
long distance, and Schwarzwald 
said he would have to take the snag 
up with the RKO higher-ups. Fri- 
day afternoon Whiteman received a 
wire calling everything off. 

As a result of the Whiteman in- 
cident the RKO New York booking 
office queried Petrillo on what at- 
titude he would take toward the 
Camel Hour act, whose future book- 


ings include the Palace here. Pe- 
trillo wired back that the Jack 
Renaud band, with the act, would 


|not be permitted to take part in 


the nightly broadcast of the Camel 
program during its stay here un- 
less a standby un:t from the loca!) 
union were engaged. Kenaud com}: 
carries 15 men, and at the $17 rate 
per man the extra charges for the 





week would total $1,530. 





‘AN ECONOMY PROPOSAL | 


‘ETERNAL’ CONTRACT 


Wax Showman So Guaranteed His 
Multiple Ass’t 








Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 


Officer (Louis S.) Sonney, of 
Sonney’s criminological waxworks, 
called at the Labor Bureau last 


week with two documents to prove 
he was square for all time with 
Harry J. Freeman, his former man- 
ager-janitor-lecturer-porter- private 





secretary who wrote that he'd been 
ditched in Texas. 

One paper was a receipt in full } 
signed by Freeman last ~ eo hei 
The other, same date, was a con- | 


tract between Freeman and Officer 
Sonney, ‘the period of which is eter- 
nal,’ with no salary specified but 
enough to live on guaranteed, and 
more if business picks up. 

Freeman had mentioned the re- 
ceipt in his complaint for $876 back 
wages, saying Sonney had asked for 
it to show his wife so she wouldn't 
worry. 


NO SYRACUSE ’32 FAIR 


Syracuse, Feb. 1, 

State’s economy program may re- 
sult in cancellation of the 1932 New 
York State Fair. Suspension of the 
annual exposition here was broached 
at a conference of legislators. 

County fairs, which also receive 
state aid, may also be discontinued 
for the year. Saving to the state 
would permit a $300,000 budget cut. 








Rodeo Boys Unite 





Denver, Feb. 1. 
Rodeo cowboys organized a pro- 


tective association at the Western 
National Stock Show, with M. D. 
Fanning, Fort Worth (who origi- 


nated the idea), as secretary, and 
Abe Lefton, L. A., chairman. 
According to plans, a point sys- 


CHI STADIUM CIRCUS 
SET, INGRAHAM AS MGR. 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 
Independent circus at the stadium 
to rival the Sells-Floto show at the 





Coliseum is cemented, the final 
agreements having been drawn up 
on Saturday (30). H. C. ‘Doc’ In- 
graham, who managed the indie 
show last year, has been again 
nominated as the producer of the 
circus. 

Ingraham comes in under a con- 


tract naming him general manager 
'of the building. The contract, 
however, runs only until May 1, 
when the Stadium will close down 


for the summer, except for the two 
political conventions. 

Understood that $100,000 has been 
appropriated for the circus, which 
will open on April 14, two days ne- 
Will 
circus once 
of 18 days, 
fortnighter, 
OO0, 


fore the Sells show gets going. 
run beyond the Sells 
more, lasting a total 
Show last Was a 
and grossed nearly $95 
vill be booked independently 
ran; 


year 


Circus 
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no are- 
ements being n 
agency. The Barne 
fice did the 
but they and the Stadium 
got into an argument 
sult of the deal. 


1ade with any 
-Carruthers of- 
booking last season, 
officials 
the re- 
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Denny Curtis In 


No appointments for the show 
yet made with the exception of 
Denny Curtis, in as equestrian di- 
rector. Ingraham leaves for New 
York today (1) to gather some east- 
ern talent. 

One new idea set for the show 
is Ingraham’s plan for a new spec- 
tacle, which he’s labelled for adver- 
tising purposes, the ‘Go'den Ele- 
phant.’ Scheme is to tell a story, 
rather than merely have a spec pro- 
cession. Requires gilding of the 
elephant twice daily since the gilt 
paint turns dark in about two hours 
after application. 








tem will be worked out so that at 
the end of the year the association 


can determine who has a right to 
the championship belt. It is also 
planned to force certain rodeos to 


pay prize money promptly. 

The following were the week’s 
winners: Earl Thode, bronco bust- 
ing; Everett Bowman, calf roping 
and steer wrestling. 

Although attendance was large no 
records were broken, 





Rodeo’s Chi Date 


Chicago, Feb. 1. 

Opening date of Col. W. T. John- 
son's Rodeo at the Stadium here 
has been moved up a cauple of 
weeks to take care of subsequent 
bookings. Will get underway locally 
on Sept. 30 and will go until 
Oct. 19. 

Two big dates after the closing 
here include New York and BPos- 
ton, with the likelihood that short 
showings at two midwestern towns 
will be made to break the jump 
east. 





Circus Bulls Die 


Brussels, Jan. 22. 

Princess and Adele, two of the 
ten elephants severely injured in 
last week’s fire at the Sarrasini 
Circus, Antwerp, died. 

Their skeletons are to be pre- 
sented to Belgian museums and 
their flesh reduced to chicken food 
and fertilizers. The difficulty of 
replacing the destroyed costumes 
and uniforms has caused Sarrasini 
to abondon hopes of reopening in 
Antwerp. 
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Big Shows, Less Cost 
All Mass. Fairs Need 


Springfield, Mass., Feb. 1. 
Improved attractions and drastic 
curtailment of budgets were rec- 
ommended as essential for 1932 ex- 
hibits at the annual meeting here 


of the Massachusetts Agricultural 
Fairs’ Association. Reports re- 
vealed that financial problems 
caused 60% of the 1931 fairs to 
lose money, 

Ralph H. Gaskill was elected 
president and A. W. Lombard of 


Boston, secretary and treasurer. 





Brattleboro, Vt., Feb. 1. 
The Brattleboro Fair cannot con- 
tinue under present financial con- 
ditions, according to opinions ex- 
pressed at a meeting of the stock- 
holders. A debt of $7,000 has ace- 
cumulated in the last few years, 





Jimmy Wonder Hurt 


Mobile, Ala., Feb. 1. 

Jimmy Darling Wonder, 30, of 
Wilmington, Cal., known as ‘Hoppie 
the Frog Boy,’ attached to the Kor- 
tez-Waddell freak show exhibited 
here for the past two weeks, was 
run down by an automobile and his 
left leg broken. George Thompson, 
driver of the car, assisted Wonder 
to the city hospital, where he will 
have to remain for six weeks or 
more. The show has been doing a 
good business. 
Gentry Bros. Dog and Pony Shows 
wintering here are planning to open 
their season at Mobile March 15. 
The show wiil then go on the road, 





playing Montgomery, Atlanta and 
then tour along the Atlantic sea- 
board. 


Women’s Fair Board 


Chardon, O., Feb. 1. 
Gouga County Fair Board has 
started an innovation in fair man- 
agement. It has appointed an aux- 
iliary board of women. 
One woman from each township 
will serve. 





ECONOMY RULES OHIO 
Youngstown, O., Feb. 1. 
Economy will govern preparation 
for county fairs this year, said O. L. 
3eckwith, president of the North- 
western Ohio Association, at annual 
meeting of fair managers. 

Fair managers, while in session 
here, set dates for several major 
northwestern Ohio events, some of 
which will get under way in August. 
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‘| FOR PRACTICE and GYM WEAR 





SPECIAL PRICES 


ON 
NAT LEWIS 


THEATRICAL 
DANCE 


AND 


GYM 
WEAR 


Low prices prevail on alli items 
in a complete department de- 
voted solely to theatrical, 
dance and gymnasium wear 
at our Broadway Shop. Each 
articleembraces those unique, 
serviceable and distinguished 
features characteristic of all 
Not Lewis merchandise. 


ROMPERS 


85c up 


DANCE AND GYM SETS 


Our famous 539 Dance and Gym 

Set, regularly $1.65, is specially 

priced af $1.15. Limited quantity end 

limited color ranges at this price. 
Sizes 2 to 20 


No. 904. very fine two-piece linen 
dance and gym set, in maize, blue 
and green, regularly priced at $4.50 


NOW $2.95 


No. 540X, nationally famous D. M.A 
costume, in white with black piping. 
Very smart. Regular price $3. 
NOW $1.75 
Sizes 10 to 20 
SHORTS AND LONGS 


No. 536, Velvet trunks with luxurious 
taffetelle blouse. Smart cesign. 


Specially priced at $3.95. 
Velvet Trunks alone $2.25. 


Special Silk Costumes, of original 
Nat Lewis design and superior quality 
specially priced at $6. 


OTHER ACCESSORIES 
Dance Belts..... . $1.50 up 
Silk Opera Hose .. $1.50 up 


Le 9 


NAT LEWIS 
LEOTARDS 


Exceptional fitting garments, made 
to give long service. 


in iong staple Egyptian Cotton, $1.50 
In Silkolene . . , . + = $3 
In All Silk . ~. $13.00 


NAT LEWIS SWEAT SHIRTS $3.50 
TIGHTS $3 
UNION SUITS, WITH SLEEVE $7.50 


UNION SUITS, WITHOUT 
SLEEVE $6.50 


e 
Take advontage of the above low 
prices immediately. Teiephone and 
mail orders promptly filled. Or con- 
sult our theatrical department regard 
ing any of your outfitting problems. 
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IYSAMA 
LVENT 


Arranged through the cooperation of makers 
accustomed to the Nat Lewis standards 
of workmanship and finish. 








Exceptional fabrics. 
Lowest Pricings in all New York 
for these types of garments. 


WOMEN'S 


NOVEL SILK OSTRICH PRINT 
LOUNGE MODEL 


A smartly impressive one-piece cape model with 

a generously proportioned two-tone con- 

trasting sash, in all the most highly 
accepted boudoir colors. 


ALSQ 

Some fascinating polka-dots—fashion’'s 
latest whim—in one-piece effect with 
separate three-quarter jacket to match.., 


6 95 


VALUE $15 


MEN'S 
PAJAMAS 


CHARMEUSE AND CHAMONETTE CLOTH 


Luxurious, silk-like fabrics especially. 
woven in Great Britain 


A 55 


VALUES TO $12 


Conventional type jacket, or a very smart and 
novel Russion type blouse and contrasting. 
trousers. The fabrics will give exceptional serve! 
ice and retain their lustre. in plain shades, 
with contrasting pipings, or your choice of 
@ great variety of fancy patterns or colors.) 


OTHER PAJAMAS REDUCED 
tMPORTED MADRAS OR BROADCLOTH 
Formerly $5 and $6 


$3.15 








BOUDOIR SANDALS 


NAT LEWIS DESIGN 
EXCLUSIVE LINES 


$3.95 
Values to $8.50 


Black crepe with ankle and back strap, 
gold or silver trim. 


NAT LEWIS. 
SHORTS FOR MEN 





Df Fine army Shirting Materials " & © K Ty | 
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Txcellent fitting. — © 


Hotel St. Regis 
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NAT LEWIS DESIGN 
EXCLUSIVE LINES 


$3.95 


Values to $8.50 


Two-tone crepe or satin, with gold 
silver trim, gay variety boudoir ¢¢ 


— 





MEN'S HALF HOS! 


Pure silk McCallum plain and ribt 
hosiery, some with open-work clock 


95¢ 


Values to $3.50 


Regulor merchandise. Som 


BROADWAY SHOP OPEN UNTIL MIDNIGHT coe Al plein cols 


Madison Ava Broadway at 47th Hotel Montclair : . 2 
Sth Ave.atSoth 409a8 48th St With Men's Shop Lex. Ave. at 49th 245 at 70th Se Wo se 


7th Se. 
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